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Indonesia forest fires: how the year's worst environmental disaster 

unfolded – interactive 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2015/dec/01/indonesia-

forest-fires-how-the-years-worst-environmental-disaster-unfolded-interactive 

Geography topics: liveability (poor 

environmental quality, 

interconnections (trade in palm oil), 

biomes, environmental change and 

human wellbeing. 

 

 

 

Inquiry questions: 

 Where do the fires occur? 

 What are the links between fires and 

the endangered orang-utan?  

 What are the interconnections 

between fire and palm oil, declining 

peat and greenhouse gases? 

 

 

 

Activity 

 NASA detected more than 130,000 

fire hotspots across Indonesia in 

2015. What are the impacts of fires on 

people, places and environments? 

Refer to the interactive map and 

information and summarise your 

findings as a short report. 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-
interactive/2015/dec/01/indonesia-forest-fires-

how-the-years-worst-environmental-disaster-

unfolded-interactive 
World Bank ‘Indonesian forest fires 

cost twice as much as the 2004 tsunami 

clean-up’  

  

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2015/dec/01/indonesia-forest-fires-how-the-years-worst-environmental-disaster-unfolded-interactive
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2015/dec/01/indonesia-forest-fires-how-the-years-worst-environmental-disaster-unfolded-interactive
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An aerial view of the deadly landslide at Liuxi industrial park in 

Shenzhen, China. More than 70% of landslides that kill people 

have an element of human cause 
Photograph: ChinaFotoPress/Getty Images 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/23/shenzhen-landslide-china-

the-first-of-many-more 

Geography topics: urbanisation, 

landscapes and landforms (economic 

value, land degradation from human 

activities) 

 

Inquiry questions: 

 Why are rice paddies cleared for 

urban growth in China? 

 Huge amounts of construction debris 

is generated in China. Could this 

disaster occur again? How can it be 

prevented? 

2004-2010: 2,620 fatal landslides and 

32,322 deaths from landslides. That is 

4,617 people buried alive every year.  

2015:  more than 100 jade miners in 

Burma were buried by a wall of mine 

waste. 

Activity:  

Using a computer, design a collage of 

photographs showing landslides in 

Asian countries over the last few years. 

Summarise their impacts on people and 

places as an oral report. 

 
Mount Rinjani spews volcanic ash on 26 October 2015. 
 Photograph: EPA http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/04/ash-cloud-

strands-holidaymakers-on-bali-for-third-straight-day 

Geography topics: landscapes and 

landforms –processes that create 

landforms (volcanism) and 

geomorphic hazard 

 

Inquiry questions: 

 How are volcanoes formed? 

 Is Bali on the Pacific Ring of Fire? 

 What are the impacts of volcanic 

eruptions on people and places? 

 Will volcanic eruptions in Indonesia 

continue to influence Australian’s 

travel plans? 

 What are the management strategies 

to reduce the future impacts of these 

natural hazards? 

 How can technology contribute to 

predict these natural hazards? 

Activity: 

Using the internet : 

 find a map locating the Pacific Ring 

of Fire. 

 research the number of volcanoes in 

Indonesia and when they last erupted. 

Present research as a table  

 investigate the problems of volcanic 

ash on people, places and the 

environment. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/23/113-dead-100-missing-in-myanmar-jade-mine-landslide
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/23/113-dead-100-missing-in-myanmar-jade-mine-landslide
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Mekong River  
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2015/nov/26/the-
mekong-river-stories-from-the-heart-of-the-climate-crisis-interactive 

Geography topics: water in the world, 

landscapes and landforms (humans 

change rivers), liveability, 

environmental change 

Inquiry questions: 

 Where is the Mekong River located? 

 What is the source and mouth of the 

river? 

 What countries does the Mekong 

River flow through? 

 How many dams are planned to be 

built?  

 What are the advantages and 

disadvantages of the dams? 

 How can dama reduce greenhouse 

gases?  

Activity: 

Refer to the interactive website 

containing excellent maps, photographs 

and stories 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-

interactive/2015/nov/26/the-mekong-river-stories-

from-the-heart-of-the-climate-crisis-interactive 

 
China's sponge cities: soaking up water to reduce flood risks 
http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2015/oct/01/china-sponge-

cities-los-angeles-water-urban-design-drought-floods-urbanisation-rooftop-
gardens 

Geography topics: water in the world, 

urbanisation, environmental change 

and management 

 
‘From permeable roads to rooftop 

gardens, cities are investing in ways to 

harvest rainwater’. 

‘Changde, a city 1,200km west of 

Shanghai, replaced 15% of its hard-

standing with *bioswales, it cut its 

engineering bill for new drains in half.’ 

 

Inquiry questions: 

 What are sponge cities? 

 Why are sponge cities important? 

 Why are rooftop gardens and pervious 

roads important in urban areas?  

 Every raindrop is captured, controlled 

and reused. How will this reduce 

floods and improve water quantity for 

the growing population? 

Activity: 

Using the internet collect two 

photographs of bioswales. Include their 

location and how they have improved 

water quality and quantity. 

*Bioswales remove silt and pollution 

from surface runoff 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surface_runoff
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Asia-Pacific 'most disaster-prone': UN 
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/10/29/asia-pacific-most-disaster-prone-

un. 

Geography topics: landforms and 

landscapes, water in the world 

 

Cost of natural disasters in Asia-

Pacific region 

Natural disasters killed half a million 

people in Asia-Pacific region over the 

past decade. The region was struck by 

1,625 disasters, killed half a million 

people and caused $733 billion 

(US$523bn) in economic damage. 

The region suffered 40% of all the 

world's disasters, 60% of its deaths, and 

80% of the number of people affected. 

 

Technology 

Japan is prone to earthquakes and 

volcanic eruptions. The country has 

prepared for the next catastrophe using a 

pair of two-legged humanoid robots that 

operate in harsh conditions.  

 

Inquiry questions: 

 What are the anticipated losses in 

Asia-Pacific region by 2030 if the 

trend continues? 

 What are the most frequent disasters 

in the Asia-Pacific region? 

 What management strategies have 

been introduced to reduce impacts on 

people, places and environments? 

 

Activity: 

Using the internet: 

 list the different types of technology 

used to reduce the impacts of natural 

disasters in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Present as a short report 

 find a satellite image of a cyclone 

(typhoon) in the Asian region. 

Explain the impacts of cyclones 

(typhoons) on people, places and the 

environment. 

 
Japan shows off disaster-response robots at android fair. 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/japan-shows-

off-disaster/2313024.html 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/10/29/asia-pacific-most-disaster-prone-un
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/10/29/asia-pacific-most-disaster-prone-un
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Image Credit: Taichung wind farm image via Shutterstock.com. 
http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/no-seat-at-the-table-taiwan-and-the-global-fight-
against-climate-change/ 

 

Geography topics: environmental 

change and management 

 

Asian countries played a major role in 

Paris in December 2015 at the Climate 

Change Conference (COP21). 

 

‘The past few years has seen the 

environment emerge as a serious issue 

across the region. In China, it is air 

pollution that is forcing the government 

to take action, while in the Philippines, 

it was Typhoon Haiyan two years ago 

that really made it clear what the highly 

vulnerable archipelago nation would 

have to deal with if climate change 

continued unabated.’ 

‘Why cut emissions for a problem that 

was primarily caused by the United 

States and Europe? But now, with solar 

expanding rapidly in India, and China 

leading the world in renewables, 

peaking emissions in the coming years 

no longer sounds like a burden, but an 

opportunity.’ 

‘If this is truly Asia’s century, then Asia 

has the opportunity to make it a green 

one.’ 

http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/the-

cop21-deal-what-does-it-mean-for-asia/ 

 

 

Inquiry questions: 

Using the internet: 

 What is climate change?  

 What was the purpose of the COP21 

talks in Paris December 2015? 

 What did COP21 achieve? 

 How will China and India reduce 

greenhouse gasses? 

 Why did Taiwan not participate in the 

climate change international meeting? 

http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-213149194/stock-photo-sillouette-of-wind-turbine-array-at-seashore-wetland.html?src=DR3Ezv8QvlE7TlLfY1zH4g-1-2
http://thediplomat.com/2014/11/china-pollution-blue-skies-over-beijing/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/11/china-pollution-blue-skies-over-beijing/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/11/typhoon-haiyan-two-years-later-the-recovery-continues/


7 
 

 
A satellite image of an airstrip under construction in the Spratly 

Islands in the South China Sea. Photograph: Digital 

Globe/AFP/Getty Images 

 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/27/tensions-and-

territorial-claims-in-the-south-china-sea-the-guardian-briefing 

 

History and Geography  

‘Over the last two years China has 

dramatically stepped up land 

reclamation work on reefs and atolls it 

claims in the Spratly Island chain in the 

South China Sea, also claimed by the 

Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam 

and Brunei. Chinese ships have been 

dredging new harbours, while cranes 

have been erected in an attempt to build 

artificial islands atop submerged reefs. 

There is evidence of airstrips being 

built. The US has protested that the 

work is illegal and destabilising and for 

months the Pentagon has been pushing 

the White House to take a firmer 

stance.’ 

 

 

 

Inquiry questions 

 How did it happen? 

 What are the issues?  

 How was the reef built? 

 Is the extension of Mischief Reef by 

the Chinese - nation building? 

 What is the impact on coral reefs? 

 What are the advantages of using 

satellite imagery in remote ocean 

areas? 

 

 

 

 

 

South Sea Wesbite has video and 

diagrams 

How can I find out more?  

 South Sea Conversations 

 https://southseaconversations.wordpre

ss.com/about/ 

 South Sea China website 

http://www.southchinasea.org/maps/t

erritorial-claims-maps/ 

 BBC summary 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

asia-pacific-13748349 

 

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/31/china-great-wall-sand-spratlys-us-navy
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/31/china-great-wall-sand-spratlys-us-navy
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/31/china-great-wall-sand-spratlys-us-navy
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/08/china-land-reclamation-south-china-sea-stokes-fears-military-ambitions
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/08/china-land-reclamation-south-china-sea-stokes-fears-military-ambitions
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/15/john-kerry-beijing-trip-escalating-south-china-sea-dispute
https://southseaconversations.wordpress.com/about/
https://southseaconversations.wordpress.com/about/
http://www.southchinasea.org/maps/territorial-claims-maps/
http://www.southchinasea.org/maps/territorial-claims-maps/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13748349
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13748349
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Archaeological site of Mohenjo-daro in Sindh province, Pakistan, 

one of the main centres of the Indus civilisation.  
Photograph: Waqar Hussain/EPA 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/30/rakhigarhi-indian-town-unlock-

mystery-indus-civilisation 

History 

The Indus Valley civilization was 

unknown until 1921, when excavations 

revealed the cities of Harappa and 

Mohenjo Daro 

http://science.nationalgeographic.com/sc

ience/archaeology/mohenjo-daro/ 

Rakhigarhi is around 3.5 km2 making it 

the largest Indus Valley Civilization site 

in India, Pakistan & Afghanistan. It 

ruled part of the Asian subcontinent 

during the bronze age. In 2015, four 

human skeletons were excavated. 

Inquiry questions: 

Refer to the internet: 

 Where is the ancient Indus Valley 

civilisation located? 

 What did the archaeologist’s find?  

 Why is it important? 

 Should it be preserved? 

 
The Islamic State threat in south-east Asia 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35007994 

History 

Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore 

have warned their citizens to anticipate 

attacks by jihadist groups. It is a 

question of when, rather than if, such 

attacks will take place. 

About 30 militant groups in the region 

have pledged allegiance to IS, and 

Malaysian authorities fear groups are 

planning to unite under the IS banner, 

including the most active and violent 

group, Abu Sayyaf.’ 

Inquiry questions: 

Using the internet: 

 What is IS, ISIL or DAESH? 

 What Asian countries are on alert? 

 What terrorist activities have involved 

IS? 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/30/rakhigarhi-indian-town-unlock-mystery-indus-civilisation
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/30/rakhigarhi-indian-town-unlock-mystery-indus-civilisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_Valley_Civilization
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The Comfort Women Agreement: A Win for Traditional 

Diplomacy http://thediplomat.com/2015/12/the-comfort-women-agreement-a-

win-for-traditional-diplomacy/ 

History 

Seventy years after the end of World 

War 11, Japan and the Republic of 

Korea have resolved the issue of 

‘comfort women.’ 

Inquiry questions: 

Using the internet: 

 Who were the comfort women? 

 What role did they play in the war? 

 Why was the practice referred to as 

slavery? 

 What were the apologies and 

compensation? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comfort_

women 

 

 
 

 
Rakhine, Myanmar - Rohingya refurbish boat at IDP camp at 

Sittwe now used by human traffickers to take people to Malaysia. 
http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/rights-managed/42-

63964961/rohingya-boat-makers?popup=1 

 

 

History and Geography 

The Rohingya are a Muslim minority in 

Buddhist majority Myanmar. These 

stateless people are denied citizenship 

and face persecution and violence. Since 

the inauguration of the 1978 military 

dictatorship, thousands fled to 

Bangladesh, and after the 2012 riots 

140,000 found refuge in internal 

displacement camps such as Sittwe. 

However, these camps lack electricity, 

people suffer malnutrition and 

waterborne illnesses. 

From January to March 2015, 25,000 

Rohingyas using human traffickers, left 

on rickety boats to cross the sea to 

Southeast Asian countries. Many died 

on the hazardous journey. Graves and 

abandoned camps found in rugged 

mountains in Thailand were ‘waiting 

areas’ where Rohingyas hid before they 

were secretly slipped over the border 

into Malaysia.  

In response, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Thailand, Philippines and USA provided 

shelter. The Gambian government said it 

had a duty to alleviate hardships facing 

fellow human beings.  

Inquiry questions: 

Using the internet: 

 Who are the Rohingya? 

 What is a stateless person? 

 Why is Rohingya’s wellbeing poor? 

 Investigate the global response to 

stateless people 

 Compile a media file on recent human 

rights abuses in Asian countries. 

Include: Where? Why? What are the 

current statistics? What is being 

done? Present findings as a TV report. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Rakhine_State_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines

