Image: https://br.freepik.com/vetores-gratis/fundo-dourado-dourado-elegante-de-ano-novo_1498101.htm
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CHINA'S XI TO REMAIN 'PRESIDENT FOR LIFE'
The constitutional changes were passed by the annual sitting of parliament, the National People's
Congress. The vote was widely regarded as a rubber-stamping exercise. Two delegates voted against the
change and three abstained, out of 2,964 votes.
China had imposed a two-term limit on its president since the 1990s. But Mr Xi, who would have been
due to step down in 2023, defied the tradition of presenting a potential successor during October's
Communist Party Congress.
After five years, Xi Jinping is tightening his grip on power. How did an unassuming official come to
embody China's destiny? What will be the future impacts?
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-43361276
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41601536

IS CHINA THE NEW “BIG GUY ON THE BLOCK” IN SOUTH CHINA SEA?
What will be its impacts on US? What are the future implications?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05w5sqz

CHINA SUNK MILLIONS OF KILOS OF CONCRETE INTO SOUTH CHINA SEA.
Where? Why? How? What are its global impacts? http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05w2k64
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CHINA PREPARES RETALIATORY TARIFFS ON US IMPORTS
COULD IT TRIGGER A GLOBAL TRADE WAR?
The US announced plans to impose tariffs on up to $60bn on Chinese imports and limit the country's investment in the
US.
China is considering imposing tariffs on $3bn worth of US products in retaliation to new tariffs announced by US
President Donald Trump. The list of 128 products under consideration by China includes pork, wine, fruit and nuts and
stainless steel pipes. At the same time, China has asked the US to avoid taking US-China trade relations to a
"dangerous place". Beijing said it hoped the US would pull back "from the brink" of a trade war. Beijing also has plans
to pursue legal action through the World Trade Association on US tariffs announced last month against imported steel
and aluminium products.
Markets in Asia fell fearing US and China were about to embark on a trade war.
 http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia; http://www.bbc.com/news/business-43510802
 https://www.ft.com/content/c0ec2832-2e44-11e8-9b4b-bc4b9f08f381
 US steel and aluminium imports face big tariffs http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-43249614
 Trump announces tariffs on $60bn in Chinese imports http://www.bbc.com/news/business-43494001
 China gears up to retaliate with tariffs against imports from US http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/chinagears-up-to-retaliate-with-tariffs-against-imports-from-us

Graph: http://www.bbc.com/news/business-43494001
Summarise the changing trade in goods between US and China over the last 17 years. Include
the deficit in 2000 and 2017.
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FACEBOOK IS THE INTERNET FOR MANY PEOPLE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/facebook-is-the-internet-for-many-people-in-south-east-asia-20180322-p4z5nu.html

Image: http://www.atimes.com/article/fire-us-cambridge-analytica-looks-asia/

FACEBOOK DATA USED BYCAMBRIDGE ANALYTICA
Cambridge Analytica boasts of having worked in Thailand to determine Thai voter behaviour, and obliquely
refers to managing an election campaign for one of Indonesia’s major political parties after 1999. More
significantly, it claims to have run a "targeted messaging campaign" in Malaysia's Kedah State for Barisan
Nasional, the party of Prime Minister Najib Razak that helped the party win the state in the 2013 election.
https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/facebook-is-the-internet-for-many-people-in-south-east-asia-20180322-p4z5nu.html

INDIA TAKES DOWN LOCAL WEBSITE OF CAMBRIDGE ANALYTICA
India has taken down the local website of Cambridge Analytica following allegations the company used
personal data of 50 million Facebook members to influence the US presidential election. Strategic
Communication Laboratories (SCL) India, a venture between the SCL group in London and Ovleno Business
Intelligence, says both India's major political parties are its clients. Both the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and main opposition Congress deny links with SCL India but have accused one another of utilising the services
of the company.
‘On 23 March, India’s IT ministry issued a ‘notice’ to Cambridge Analytica (CA), the UK firm accused of
harvesting Facebook data to carry out election campaigns and other behavioural psy-ops, asking it to answer
six questions by 31 March. These questions are: i) whether they have been utilizing data of Indians collected
from Facebook for any assignment ii) who engaged them for this iii) how did they come to be in possession of
such data iv) was consent taken from the individuals v) how was such data used and vi) was any profiling done
using this data?’
 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-43482391

 https://newsclick.in/india-questions-cambridge-analytica-forgets-about-parent-company-scl
 https://newsclick.in/india-questions-cambridge-analytica-forgets-about-parent-company-scl
 Cambridge Analytica has been linked to Chinese firms tied to former mercenary Erik Prince who founded
the private military company Blackwater. https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Cambridge-AnalyticasDark-Web-Practices-Traced-in-Asia-Also-Violated-US-Election-Law-20180326-0011.html
 How Cambridge Analytica knew voters’ minds http://www.atimes.com/article/cambridge-analytica-knewvoters-minds/
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LESSON PLAN: NORTH KOREA-BRIEF HISTORY
https://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2017/04/North-Korea-in-Context-lesson-plan1.pdf

 History of North Korea: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v70-fi6PPU0&feature=youtu.be
 How North Korea became a rogue state: https://multidev1-kqedwww2.pantheonsite.io/lowdown/2017/04/25/how-north-korea-became-a-rogue-state-a-brief-history-withlesson-plan/
 Video: https://multidev1-kqed-www2.pantheonsite.io/lowdown/2017/04/25/how-north-korea-became-arogue-state-a-brief-history-with-lesson-plan/
 What made North Korea so bizarre: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM6rliphNdw&feature=youtu.be
 The growing North Korean nuclear threat, explained: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwbYpdGpx8U

LESSON PLAN: TALE OF TWO HEAVENS-ESCAPING NORTH KOREA
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/wa10.socst.global.conn.lpcrosheav/a-tale-of-two-heavensescaping-north-korea/#.WrWvRpe-mUk
 Map of escape route from North to South Korea:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/uncategorized/crossing-heavens-border-map-a-circuitous-escape-routefrom-north-to-south-korea/5020/
 Flight to freedom: https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/wa10.socst.global.conn.flifree/flight-tofreedom/?#.WrWww5e-mUk
 Helping North Korean Defectors: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/uncategorized/crossingheaven%e2%80%99s-border-helping-north-korean-defectors/5051/
 Brainwashed: https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/wa10.socst.global.conn.brainwash/brainwashedwide-angle/?#.WrWwqZe-mUk
 Worth the risk: https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/wa10.socst.global.conn.worthrisk/worth-therisk/?#.WrWwiJe-mUk

LESSON PLAN AND ACTIVITIES: LEARNING NETWORK
Resources, vocabulary, questions, simulation (written component and final statements)
Decision Point: Understanding the U.S.’s Dilemma over North Korea
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/03/19/decision-point-understanding-u-s-s-dilemma-over-north-korea/
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NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR:
'IF YOU HAVE MONEY, YOU CAN DO ANYTHING'
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/north-korean-defector-money-180221095139644.htm

Around 31,000 North Koreans have defected into the South since the end of the Korean War in
1953. Almost 71% of those defectors are female, most in their 20s and 30s.
Only a few take the most dangerous route through the Korean Demilitarized Zone. Most defect
via the long and expensive journey that takes them into China after crossing the Yalu River. The
journey takes them to China's southern border into Vietnam and Laos before they arrive in
Thailand. They are often flown into South Korea from Thailand. But their arrival into South
Korea does not signal an end to their worries and problems.

Graph: https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/defectors-life-north-korea-180216092138530.html
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DEFECTOR’S STORY: JOURNEY ACROSS 38TH PARALLEL

In part four of the series, Al Jazeera speaks to Um Yae-run, a 41-year-old defector who now works at a marriage bureau and
also as a broker. She describes the routes and costs associated with fleeing North Korea.
"My aunt lived in the border region and managed to flee to South Korea through China. “Three years later, she contacted
me through a broker to try to get me to come over. I pondered over it for about a month. I didn't want to leave but
eventually, in 2009, left my daughter and mother and fled.”
"The broker took me to the border but made me cross the river [at the border] in the middle of the day.
"It's not very big. There's a hole in the middle of the frozen river and North Koreans pump water to do their laundry
there. I pretended to do the same and then the broker on the other side started yelling 'miss, put that down and run'. I
heard that and ran. "The border guards shot at me. I had learnt that you have to run zig-zag to avoid being shot and that's
what saved me.
"From China, the broker took me to Vietnam. When we reached Hanoi we were in a motel for about four days. The
brokers don't take one or two people but gather about 10 and move them together. "We then took a train to the
Cambodian border. We walked and then crawled for a kilometre, taking a road that was totally dark and empty except for
some check points.
"We waited for three nights in Cambodia. We then rode in a car to get to a ferry that crossed the river and were driven to
the Korean embassy. They moved us to a church where we stayed for three months.
"A lot of people who come to South Korea become brokers. They work with brokers in China who work with brokers in
North Korea.
"If someone in the South wants to bring a family member over, they will give the address of the person in North Korea so
the South Korean broker who will pass it on.
"In North Korea, you can't trust anyone who says he's a broker. So we give the brokers personal information, like a code
word, so the person knows who sent the broker.
"The person will then work with the brokers to get you to the border. If you don't live near the border you need to take a
train for which you will need a licence. The brokers will pay to get you on the train and bribe the railway officials.
"In North Korea, if you have money, you can do anything. Once at the border, the broker will arrange a time for crossing
the river. In the summer, you might swim with a black rubber boat or the boat might have a string attached to the Chinese
side that the brokers there will pull.
"The brokers might also bribe the border patrol to tell them their shifts so they can cross over then. If they can strike a
deal, it becomes easy.
"When I crossed the border, it cost me around 3m Korean won ($2,800). When my daughter came, I paid 6.5m ($6,000).
Now, it costs almost 10m won ($9,300). Coming to South Korea will cost you around 15m won ($14,000). Crossing the
border is the most expensive part. Rest is cheaper.
"After arriving in South Korea, I was interrogated by the intelligence agency for a month before they let me out. I
decided to work as a broker because for every person you help, you made around two to four million Korean won
($1,800 to $3,700).
"The first person I helped flee was my daughter. My mother didn't want that. She wanted me to get married in South
Korea and start over. I had many suitors but after I brought my daughter over, they all left.
"When I came here, I saved a lot of money. I didn't eat, I didn't buy anything expensive. My clothes cost me 2000 to 4000
won ($1.8 to $3.7) and I also wore clothes that others gave me. When you receive free money, you don't realise how it's
made. My mother acted like she was the mother of some rich daughter.
"I'm not in touch with my mother now. My siblings are there with her so might be okay. Sometimes I feel bad that we're
not in contact, like I'm being selfish, and I'm sorry to my parents.
"I now work at a marriage bureau. We pair up North Korean women with South Korean or other foreign men. We bring
the girls through personal networks. If there are girls around me who are single, I'll just bring them over and tell them
there's a good client in my company." As told to Faras Ghani and Hae Ju Kang
Part 1 - 'Korean government doesn't treat defectors as people' https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/defectorslife-north-korea-180216092138530.html
Part 2 - 'I wish I can go back to North Korea for a day' https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/north-korea-day180216104750295.html
Part 3 - North Korean defector describes life at home through cartoons
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/north-korean-defector-describes-life-home-cartoons-180216132727372.html
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HOPES FADING FOR REUNION OF KOREAN FAMILIES

Pie graph: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/02/hopes-fading-reunion-korean-families180219133710732.html
SOUTH KOREA SHUTS COMPUTERS TO STOP PEOPLE WORKING LATE

Government employees work an average of 2,739 hours a year - about 1,000 hours more than
workers in other developed countries. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-43497017
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2018 WINTER OLYMPICS SOUTH KOREA
FREE PRIMARY-SECONDARY RESOURCES, LESSON PLANS AND STUDENT
ACTIVITIES AT AETA WEBSITE
Athletes from countries around the world competed in the 2018 Winter Olympic Games, in a procession
of sportsmanship, goodwill and global citizenship. The visually and physically spectacular performances
from the world’s top athletes, were held at PyeongChang in Gangwon Province, South Korea. The XXIII
Olympic Winter Games, referred to as the Peace Games, were held between 9th and 25th February
featuring 3,000 athletes from 92 countries. The participants competed in 102 events in 15 winter sports.
This event was followed by the Paralympic Winter Games held between 9 th and 18th March, highlighting
80 events in 6 winter sports, emphasising ability not disability.
China competed in 12 sports, participating in bobsleigh, skeleton and ski jumping for the first time. Liu Jiayu
won a silver medal in Women's halfpipe, the first ever medal in snowboarding for China. Gao Tingyu won a
bronze medal in the Men's 500m speed skating event and became the first male speed skater from China to
win a medal in Olympic speed skating. Wu Dajing won a gold medal in the Men's 500 m short track speed
skating event and became the first skating, and broke the world record.
With Beijing being the host of the 2022 Winter Olympics, a Chinese segment was performed at the closing
ceremony. China won 9 medals in total.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China_at_the_2018_Winter_Olympics

 Design a pictogram of your favourite sport
http://www2.edgate.com/summergames/lesson_plans/efg/
 List 5 sports in the 2018 Winter Olympic Games.
 How many countries were involved in the 2018 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games?
 List the technical innovations showcased at the 2018 Winter Olympic Games.
 Explain the relationship between North Korea and South Korea before the 2018 Winter Olympic
Games.
 Outline the compromises between North Korea and South Korea during the 2018 Winter Olympic
Games?
 Explain the term ‘sports diplomacy’ in relation to the 2018 Winter Olympic Games.
 Track the gold, silver and bronze medals of Asian countries at the 2018 Paralympic Games, and
create a chart of the top 10 countries. Convert the chart into a line, column of pie graph.
 List the costs and benefits of a gold medal in a two column table. Summarise your thoughts on the
value of a gold medal.
 Write a report from the point of view of an Olympic athlete attending the Games, and present it as
an oral report to the class.
Image: China's Wu Dajing wins men's 500m short-track speed skating at PyeongChanghttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWFpqN0F2R8
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TEACHERS PAY TEACHERS: COUNTLESS RESOURCES
Teachers Pay Teachers website contains resources from Pre-Kindergarten to Year 12, across subjects.
It also includes Videos, PowerPoints and Worksheets
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Browse/Search:2018%20winter%20olympics%20interactive%20lesson%20plans

‘PINTEREST: HUNDREDS OF TEACHING IDEAS AND
ACTIVITIES
508 best 2018 Winter Olympics for Kids images
https://www.pinterest.com.au/walterbones/2018-winter-olympics-for-kids/?lp=true

Background image: https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/480548222723150631/
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ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) SUMMIT IN
SYDNEY IN MARCH
AUSTRALIA BACKS 'SMART CITIES' FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull announced a $30 million investment to support "smart cities" in
Southeast Asia at the ASEAN summit. What is a smart city? Are there smart cities in Australia?
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/asean-summit-australia-backs-smart-cities-for-south-east-asia
WHAT ARE ASEAN’S INITIATIVE ON ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE CITIES (ESC)?
Prioritises low-carbon technologies and encourages cities to strive for a carbon-neutral economy. It also
promotes responsible use of natural resources and waste-to-energy initiatives. In Thailand, waste is being
used to make art, China has green roofs and South Korea operates electric buses.
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/blog/2017/04/25/city-living-asean-is-urbanizing-rapidlybut-is-it-sustainable-2/
Jakarta’s Sustainable Development Plan for its Metro Manila cost around US$52 billion, aimed to
reduce traffic jams, emissions, as well as improve living conditions. More Southeast Asian governments
are legalising ridesharing to decrease energy consumption.
Environmental issues create additional challenges for infrastructure development. For example, ground
subsidence, a settling or sinking of the Earth’s surface due to removal of groundwater and other materials,
has caused damage to infrastructure and buildings, as well as flooding.
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/04/can-southeast-asia-sustain-its-rapid-rate-of-urbanization
WHY DID CHINA’S GROWING INFLUENCE LEAD TO RANGE OF RESPONSES AMONG
ASEAN COUNTRIES? WHAT WERE THE RESPONSES?
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/china-growing-influence-asean-pm-lee-10049372

Map: https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/510032726544790478/
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STATUE SAVING A CORAL REEF IN THE PHILIPPINES
In 2010 a statue of the Virgin Mary was sunk off the coast of Bohol in the Philippines to try to stop
dynamite fishing because it was destroying precious marine life.
Now the "Sea Knights" have returned to see if it has been a success. What was the outcome?
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-43463205/the-statue-saving-a-coral-reef-in-the-philippines

ELEVEN COUNTRIES AGREE TO NEW TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP DEAL
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/international

JAPAN’S HIGH STREET FOR THE ELDERLY
Tokyo’s Jizo Street Shopping District is home to more than 200 shops for Japan’s aging population. Low
birth rates, high life expectancy
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20180322-japans-high-street-for-the-elderly
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SYRIA WAR: FIRST REBELS LEAVE DEFEATED EASTERN GHOUTA

Map: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-43500234
Eastern Ghouta: What is happening and why?
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/02/eastern-ghouta-happening-180226110239822.html
Syria's war: Teenagers share stories from Zaatari
refugee camp. Al Jazeera documents life of Syrian
teenagers living in Jordan's Zaatari refugee camp.

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/syria-warteenagers-share-stories-zaatari-refugee-camp180314111330488.html

As a White Helmet, I ask for safe passage from
Ghouta: Thousands of civilians are still living - and
dying - in fear in Syria's Ghouta.

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/whitehelmet-safe-passage-ghouta-180320084904346.html
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ROHINGYA CHILDREN TRAFFICKED FOR SEX
Girls in their early teens are being trafficked into prostitution in Rohingya refugee camps in
Bangladesh, a BBC News investigation has found. Foreigners seeking sex can easily gain
access to children who have fled conflict in Myanmar and now face a new threat.
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-43469043
ROHINGYA: FASTEST GROWING REFUGEE CAMP IN WORLD
Telegraph photographer Heathcliff O'Malley's pictures of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.
The fastest growing refugee camp in the world, located near Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh has
about 700,000 Muslim Rohingya refugees.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/12/09/telegraph-photographer-heathcliff-omalleyspictures-rohingya/

MELAKA RIVER IN MALAYSIA TRANSFORMED FROM POLLUTED
DRAINAGE CANAL TO TOURIST ATTRACTION
https://www.adb.org/green-cities/index.html

Sustainable preservation strategy framework using goal-oriented method: Case of historical heritage cities in
Malaysia https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212609016300474
Environmental impact of navigation in inland waterways
https://jtse.utm.my/index.php/jtse/article/download/51/40
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LOUVRE ABU DHABI: WHY ALL EYES ARE ON THE MIDDLE EAST'S NEW
BILLION DOLLAR MUSEUM
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/louvre-abu-dhabi-museum-opening/index.html

POWER OF THE SKYLINE: DUBAI AND SAUDI ARABIA TOWERS IN WAR TO
BE WORLD'S TALLEST
The Tower will be the heart of Dubai Creek Harbour, one of the largest tourist and lifestyle
developments in the world stretching across 6km2. Credit: Emaar Properties
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/tower-dubai-creek-tallest-skyscraper/index.html
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ASIAN FESTIVALS JANUARY-MARCH
HARBIN ICE FESTIVAL, CHINA

Harbin located in Northeast China receives cold winter winds from Siberia. The average temperature in summer
is 21.2 C to –16.8 C in winter. Annual lows of -35 C are not uncommon.
The Harbin International Ice and Snow Sculpture Festival is an annual winter festival that takes place with a
theme in Harbin, Heilongjiang, China. It is the largest ice and snow festival in the world.
The festival includes the world's biggest ice sculptures. During the festival, there are ice lantern park touring
activities. Winter activities during the festival include Yabuli alpine skiing, winter-swimming in the Songhua
River, and the ice-lantern exhibition in Zhaolin Garden.
When: opens January 5 2018
Where: Harbin, China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harbin_International_Ice_and_Snow_Sculpture_Festival

http://www.lightfoottravel.com/inspiration/asian-celebrations-and-festivals-2/
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ASIAN FESTIVALS JANUARY-MARCH

MAGH MELA FESTIVAL INDIA
The Magh Mela is a sacred Hindu festival, which takes place annually.
Millions (up to 30) of devotees make their way to the confluence of three
sacred rivers (the Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati) with the belief that
the holy waters will wash away their sins. Every 12 years, the positions
of stars and constellations make the rivers all the more sacred, enabling
them to cure illnesses and purifying the devotees’ inner-selves – and
that is when Kumph Mela takes place.
When: 2 January – 13 February 2018
Where: Triveni Sangam, India
PINGXI LANTERN FESTIVAL, TAIWAN
Celebrating the Lantern Festival doesn’t get any better than in Pingxi.
Every year, this city located north of Taipei, welcomes tourists and
locals, inviting them to release lanterns into the sky, each inscribed with
the owner’s wishes for the upcoming year. Thousands of lanterns
floating into the night sky make stunning photographs!
When: 2 March 2018
Where: Pingxi, Taiwan
HOLI FESTIVAL, INDIA, NEPAL
The Hindu Holi Festival (aka Festival of Colours), celebrates the end of
winter and beginning of spring. Prior to the street dancing and colour
water fights, a Holika bonfire takes place the night before, symbolising
the burning of the devil (Holika). From there begins a day-long carnival
of colours.
When: 1 March 2018
Where: India, Nepal and popular in many parts of South Asia.
http://www.lightfoottravel.com/inspiration/asian-celebrations-and-festivals-2/
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CHANGES IN SAUDI ARABIA
 King Salman and his ambitious 32-year-old son and heir, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, have
upended decades of royal family protocol, social norms and traditional ways of doing business. Instead they
are focussing on a young generation of Saudis hungry for change and a Saudi public fed up with corruption
and government bureaucracy.
 Saudi Arabia also needs to cut its budget deficit of $50 billion caused by collapsing oil prices. As the
world's largest oil exporter it had been able to rely on income from oil to maintain its population's standard
of living and subsidise the extravagant spending of its royal princes. They clamped down on corruption that
has seen 200 officials detained, including one of King Abdullah's sons, former National Guard chief Prince
Miteb bin Abdullah. He was released last month after agreeing to pay back the government $1 billion.
 Prince Mohammed announced a $500-billion plan to create a business and industrial zone extending
across its borders into Jordan and Egypt, part of his efforts to reduce dependence on oil. The 26,500 squarekm zone, known as NEOM, will focus on industries including energy and water, biotechnology, food,
advanced manufacturing and entertainment, and will power itself solely with wind power and solar energy.
The crown prince says the government, Public Investment Fund and local and international investors are
expected to sink billions into the zone in coming years.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/fb-5242457/The-momentous-changes-taking-place-Saudi-Arabia-in.html
6 ways life in Saudi Arabia will change in 2018. Cartoonist draws lines in Saudi culture
http://money.cnn.com/2018/01/03/news/economy/saudi-arabia-2018-year-of-change/index.html
Shifting sands: What is changing in Saudi Arabia?
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-arrests-milestones/shifting-sands-what-is-changing-in-saudi-arabia-idUSKBN1D8181

SAUDI WOMEN ATTEND SOCCER MATCH FOR FIRST TIME
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/01/12/middleeast/saudi-women-attend-first-soccer-match/index.html

 The Saudi regime is loosening its grip on women. They can now attend sport matches and soon they will be
able to drive. http://www.news.com.au/world/middle-east/the-truth-behind-the-changing-fate-of-women-insaudi-arabia/news-story/aa88b71968897df309c65a42e618d201

Describe the social and economic changes Saudi Arabia aims to implement from 2018.
Explain the impacts of collapsing oil prices on Saudi Arabia’s economy and people.
The World Economic Forum's 2016 Global Gender Gap Report ranked Saudi Arabia 141 out of 144
countries for gender parity, down from 134 out of 145 in 2015. However, the status of women has recently
changed. In groups investigate the past lifestyle of a Saudi woman, and the recent changes to their lives.
(Women’s rights in Saudi Arabia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_rights_in_Saudi_Arabia)
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QATAR-GULF CRISIS: LATEST UPDATES
Nine months ago, an air, sea and land blockade was imposed on Qatar by four Arab countries.
Outline the latest developments as a short report.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/06/qatar-diplomatic-crisis-latest-updates-170605105550769.html

YEMEN'S CENTRAL BANK CLOSES OVER SHORTAGE OF FUNDS
Saudi Arabia had promised a large deposit to shore up Yemen's currency - but that money never
arrived, and now the bank is closing due to lack of funds. What will be the impacts on Yemen?
Investigate the economic, social, political and environmental problems facing Yemen. Present
the investigation as a short TV report supported with photographs, diagrams, graphs,
YouTube and videos.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/yemens-central-bank-closes-fund-shortage-180322185657444.html
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