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ASIA NEWS 
The last concubine ends 
a remarkable life 
BEIJING: At the age of 15, Li Yuqin 
was sent to the Salt Palace of the last 
emperor of China, Pu Yi, where she 
was told she would 'study'. Instead, she 
was bathed and deloused and presented 
to the emperor as his last concubine. 

Li Yuqin died late last month, the 
last surviving member of Pu Yi's ill
fated court. She claimed her relation
ship with Pu Yi was consummated only 
once, the emperor suffering from im
potence. 

Li Yuqin, whose given name means 
Jade Lute, was born in 1927 into a 
Manchu family in north-eastern 
China's Shandong province. At age 11, 
she was sent to Beijing to attend a 
school run by the Manchukuo regime 
that had been established in 1931 by the 
Japanese occupiers. 

Pu Yi had been deposed as the last 
emperor of the Qing dynasty by the 
revolution in 1911, and in 1934 he was 
appointed by the Japanese as their 
puppet emperor. The life of his 
empress, Wan Jung, was controlled by 
her opium addiction, and his first 
concubine had divorced him. He was 
encouraged to take a .T apanese bride, 
but as a compromise he agreed to 
marry a Manchurian girl from a 
Japanese-run school. He chose the 15-
year-old Li Yuqin from photographs. 

On first impressions, she found the 
emperor 'very kind' and younger 
looking than his 37 years. After 
insisting that she eat something, he 
asked her to sleep with him. She 
demurred, protesting that she had 
come there to study, a situation that he 
accepted with good grace. 

'We were not a~ mature as teenagers 
now', Li Yuqin later recalled. 'We 
didn't even know that it wa.s our mother 
who gave birth to us. We believed we 
were picked up from the rubbish bins.' 

Despite her initial misgivings, Li 
Yuqin and Pu Yi soon grew fond of 
each other, although their physical 
relations were blighted by his 
impotence. Pu Yi showed that while 
capable of kindness he could also be a 
harsh disciplinarian and boasted of 
beating Li Yuqin. 

Pu Yi was taken prisoner by ad
vancing Soviet troops a.s the war turned 
against the Japanese, anti in 1950 was 

handed over to 
the Chinese auth
orities. Li Yuqin, 
meanwhile, spent 
a miserable time 
with the empress, 
who was suffering 
from opium with
drawal, before 
being arrested by the Russians and sent 
to prison in Changchun. 

The women were kept there in 
freezing conditions through the winter 
of 1945, before Li Yuqin was freed to 
return home to her mother, whom she 
had not seen since entering the Salt 
Palace. She later became a factory 
worker in communist China and mar
ried, giving birth to one son. 

171e Telegraph, London. 

Shanghai women dyeing 
to stand out 
The once-unbroken vista of black heads 
bobbing on Shanghai streets is breaking 
up as locals turn to the bottle to stand 
out in the crowd. A craze for burgundy
brown, cherry-red, even electric blue is 
sweeping China's cities, especially 
Shanghai, a.s modem-minded women 
rebel against the monochrome mono
tony of Chinese locks. 

The result is a kaleidoscopic bright
ening of the streetscape of China's 
biggest and most commercial city. 'I 
dye my hair because it looks good', a 
middle-aged woman said yesterday. 

The penchant for hair colour is 
turning the heads of hairdressers and 
cosmetic companies alike as inter
national fashion trends take hold in a 
city once renowned as the Paris of the 
East. 

'Hair colour really took off in 
Shanghai about four years ago because 
young women wanted to copy their 
favourite singers and movie stars', said 
Liu Bingrui, Manager of the Chuang 
Yi She Hair Salon. 'It used to be just 
yellow, but now it's brown, coffee, 
burgundy, some purple, blue. Eighty 
per cent of our customers want their 
hair dyed.' 

Frenchman Eric Constantino, who 
will open his second Chinese parlour 
next week on one of Shanghai's trend
iest strips in the old French concession 
area on Hengshan Road, said China 
promised to be the growth centre of the 

future. 'More than 40% 
of our customers want 
some sort of colour or 
highlights or lowlights, 
compared to just 20% in 
Paris', Mr Constantino 
said. 'People in the West 
often do their own 
colour and the competi
tion for home treatments 
is fierce. But here in 
China mostly what you 

can buy in a packet is black to cover 
grey hair. 

'Now colour is very trendy and we 
are aiming to tap into the nouveau riche 
attitude here so hair colour becomes a 
fashion accessory, just like an expensive 
gold watch or brand-label clothing, and 
is an indication of wealth and status', 
he said. 

The conservative Communist 
government has not yet made any 
negative pronouncement on tinted hair, 
unlike Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, who recently 
criticised Japanese youth for slavishly 
following decadent Western trends. 

Hair-care products, including tints, 
account for almost 30% of the Chinese 
cosmetics market which by 1999 had hit 
30 billion yuan ($7-4 billion) in annual 
sales, 57 times the figure of 1980. 

Lynne O'Donnell, The Allstra/ian 

China faces growing call 
for euthanasia 
BEi.TING: The Chinese government is 
facing growing pressure to legalise 
euthanasia to ease dying people's pain 
and help the overstretched medical 
system to save money. Debate on the 
issue has raged for almost a decade in 
China and has intensified since April, 
when The Netherlands became the first 
country to authorise mercy killings, 
China Daily reported. 

'Supporters of euthanasia believe a 
painless death not only stops mental 
and physical pain suffered by patients, 
but can also reduce the mental and 
economic burdens experienced by 
relatives', the paper said. 

Hu Yamei, a campaigner who has 
given several motions to the national 
legislature in support of euthanasia, 
told the paper mercy killings would 
make sense in a medical system 
struggling to make ends meet. 'Mercy 
killings could save the country's limited 
medical resources', Mr Hu said. 
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The paper suggested that a decision 
to legalise euthanasia would be 
welcomed by a large number of 
suffering patients throughout China. 

In Xiao, the capital of northern 
Shaanxi province, nine patients who 
suffer from a painful blood disease are 
pleading to be allowed to die, but so far 
no doctor has dared to help them. 

The population at large, and in 
particular medical professionals, 
appear to empathise with the plight of 
people suffering from incurable 
diseases. Two-thirds of respondents in 
a recent survey in Beijing thought euth
anasia should be allowed, according to 
China Daily. 

A survey of nurses in the city of 
Wuhan in the central province of Hubei 
showed 72% were in favour of mercy 
killings and 75% opposed legal action 
against doctors who perform euthan
asia, the China News Service reported. 

While some people expressed fears, 
such beliefs might run counter to the 
nurses' overall duty of saving life, 
experts said there was no need to 
worry. 

'There is no contradiction here, as 
it merely shows nurses value the quality 
oflife', said Wang Gaohua, head of the 
Psychology Department at the Wuhan 
University Hospital. 

'Euthanasia helps terminally ill 
patients to choose how to die, so it's a 
kind of humanitarianism', Dr Wang 
said. 

Despite the calls to legalise 
euthanasia, Chinese authorities are 
unlikely to be swayed. 

China Daily quoted a Health 
Ministry official as saying the Ministry 
was not planning a law allowing mercy 
killings as it had not been proved the 
majority of Chinese were in favour. 

Chen Zexian, a law expert from the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
the government's top thinktank, said he 
opposed euthanasia because it was in 
conflict with traditional moral 
principles and ethics. 

According to Confucian thought, 
which has guided Chinese behaviour 
for millennia, suicide and bodily harm 
to oneself are an affront to one's 
parents. 

Criminal law states that people who 
help patients to die have to take 
criminal responsibility, even if the 
patients have agreed beforehand, the 
China Daily said. 

New technology and ancient 
prejudice drive up abortion 
toll for daughters 
Modernirnti011 ltas not ended the bias 
against girls ;,, South and East Asia, 
writes CELIA DUGGER b, New Delhi, 

Female foetuses are being aborted at 
startling rates in China and across 
much of India, new census figures 
show, despite the huge strides made by 
women who are living longer and are 
more likely to be able to read and write 
than ever before. 

As the population of girls relative 
to boys has tumbled in northern and 
western India over the past ten years, 
these regions have begun to catch up 
with China's dismal statistics. 

The spread of ultrasound tech
nology in these societies, with their 
strong preferences for sons, has made 
it easy to find out the sex of a child 
before birth and to abort unwanted 
daughters. 

Economists and demographers are 
beginning to grapple with this bias 
against girls in South Asia and East 
Asia, and say the answer lies in a par
ticular form of patriarchal family, 
common in most parts of both regions. 

In such families, the daughter's 
responsibility to care for her parents 
largely ends at marriage, while the son's 
lasts for life. And in India and China, 
which lack a universal, government
sponsored social security system, the 
question of who supporLs aging parents 
is very important. 

'The grown woman can be useful', 
said Monica Das Gupta, a demo
grapher at the World Bank in Washing
ton who has co-written papers on this 
subject. 'She can work in the fields and 
be a good mother, but the fact that she's 
educated and employed doesn't change 
her value to her parents, who won't 
benefit from all that.' 

Ms Das Gupta, who has studied 
family patterns across the developing 
world, says that in sub-Saharan Africa, 
Latin America and South-East Asia, 
daughters and sons share the job of 
caring for aging parents- and in these 
regions the sex ratios are normal. 

'There's a traditional expression 
used in China', said Li Shuzhuo, 
Director of the Population Research 
Centre at Xian Jiaotong University in 
Xian. 'Daughters are like water that 
splashes out of the family and cannot 
be got back after marriage.' 
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Before ultrasound, girls were some
times victims of infanticide, but much 
more commonly were victims of 
neglect - not fed as well as boys or 
taken to the doctor as quickly. But the 
advent of sex-selective abortions has 
added a new and definitive means for 
acting on a prejudice against girls-and 
statistics reflect the results. 

Normally, women around the world 
give birth to 105 or I 06 boys for every 
100 girls. But China's latest census says 
I I 7 boys were born for every 100 girls 
in 2000, up from ll4 in 1990. And in 
India, the early 2001 census data show 
that in the north and west, which 
include some of the richest States, the 
ratio of girls to boys, from birth to age 
six, has declined sharply in the same 
decade. 

In Punjab the rate has fallen to 793 
girls per 1000 boys from 875; in Rajas
than from 915 to 865; in Gujarat from 
928 to 878, and in Maharashtra from 
946 to 917. The overall rate in India 
fell from 945 to 927. 

Demographers and economists say 
50 million to 80 million more girls and 
women might have been alive today in 
India and China had they been treated 
as equal to boys and men. 

In China, pressure to abort girls 
has been increased by laws that limit 
couples to one or two children. In 
India, the sizable dowries that families 
pay to get daughters married add to the 
financial burden of raising girls. 

It is a theory that echoes in the 
words of ordinary people in Punjab in 
India. 'The boy is like the lamp of the 
family, and everybody wants it lit 
continuously', said Jaswinder Kaur, a 
women's health worker in Daffarpur. 
'The woman realises that her value goes 
up with the birth of sons and down with 
daughters.' 

The high priests of the Sikh religion 
recently announced that anyone who 
becomes a kudi-maar (daughter-killer) 
will be excommunicated. Punjab, 
which now has the lowest proportion 
in India of young girls to boys, has a 
large Sikh population. 

The experience of South Korea 
suggests that urbanisation, modern
isation and rising prosperity may help 
loosen the bonds of traditional family 
life. Figures there show the ratio 
seeming to peak in 1990 at ll7 boys per 
100 girls and declining to l!0 by 1999. 

The New York limes 

~ 
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!THE CHINESE NEWYEAR PERIOD! 
Little New Year 
Little New Year begins with the 
departure of the Kitchen God, ten 
days before the New Year. It ends 
when he returns on New Year's Eve. 

It is a period of time when 
people get ready for New Year's Eve 
celebrations. It is a time of 
festivities, lion dances and dragon 
dances, and it is what we 
participate in when we say we are 
going to Chinatown to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year. 

Little New Year is one of the 
three debt-settling periods _in the 
Chinese Year. People must pay 
their debts so that they start the 
New Year clear of debt. 

Traditionally, if a man could not 
find the money to pay his debts 
he could be chased through the 
streets by his creditor. If caught, 
he could be robbed or beaten. His 
only refuge was in a temple, where 
he could hide in safety until Little 
New Year was over. Only then could 
he safely come out of hiding and 
he would not have to pay his debts 
until the next debt-settling period 
dur·,ng the 5th moon. 

Because Little New Year is a 
debt-settling period, shops have 
sales so that owners can obtain 
cash to pay their bills. It is 
therefore a good time to visit Hong 
Kong. 

During Little New Year all 
preparat·,ons are made for the New 
Year period. Food is bought and 
prepared, people purchase new 
effigies of the gods, new posters, 
talismans, incense sticks, and 
lucky money envelopes. The house 
is spr·,ng cleaned, hair is 
shampooed, gifts are purchased. 

Lion dances are performed in 
the streets, in restaurants and 
shops. The Lion Dance is 
performed by two men. As the lion 
dances, he is teased and prodded 
by a funny little fellow wearing a 

mask and carrying a pole, on top of 
which is a ball symbolising the sun. 
Fire crackers are let off and the lion 
dances to the deafening din of the 
beating of drums. 

As the lion dances its way 
through restaurants, the evil spirits 
are frightened away. The deafening 
noise of the crackers and the drums 
scare them, but the demons are 
petrified of the lion itself. In actual 
fact they are allergic to them. No 
evil spirit will be lurking around after 
the lion has appeared! 

The Lion Dance 
Lion dances, named Shua-Shih-Tze 
or'exerc·1sing the lion' were originally 
performed for exorcising demons, as 
the animal Is cons·,dered to be the 
Protector of Religion. 

Nowadays the Lion Dance has no 
special significance and is performed 
on any occas·,on. 

The Chinese Lion 
The lion is one of the four fabulous 
creatures of good omen (the others 
are the phoenix, the unicorn and the 
tortoise). The lion is the protector 
of temples. Their carved images are 
placed at entrances to temples and 
important buildings. 

It is considered an omen of good 
luck to rub your hand on the lion's 
paw as you pass, and forth is reason 
many of the statues have smooth 
paws, worn down over the years by 
people's hands. 

What the Lion looks like 
The lion was never indigenous to 
China, so early Chinese artists 
painted and carved the animal 
without having any idea what a real 
lion looked like. 

They had to use their imagina
tion, and used the Tibetan dog 
(known as the lion dog) as a model. 
The lion is nearly always depicted 
squatting down. It has a trifed tail 
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instead of a tufted one, its mane 
is curly, its forehead is domed, and 
its eyes are large and bulging. 

Chinese New Year's Eve 
According to the Chinese calendar. 
New Year's Eve falls between 21 
January and 19 February, on the 
night of the 30th day of the 12th 
moon. 

New Year's Day is celebrated 
indoors and is sacred as a family 
reunion. Outsiders are not invited. 
New Year celebrations continue for 
the first five days of the new year, 
and each day is dedicated to a 
particular animal. 

What happens on 

NewYear's Eve? 
On this evening, family members 
congregate for a family reunion 
and feast. People stay awake to 
see the New Year in. 

At midnight the Kitchen God 
returns to the household, and a 
new effigy is placed in the kitchen. 
Two candles are lit at his shrine 
and he is given two bows, prayers, 
and his ration of incense. 

Children pay their respect to 
their parents by bowing before 
them. They are given Lucky Money 
envelopes containing luck money to 
guarantee another year of life. 

After dinner the courtyard is 
strewn with branches of sesame, 
fir and cypress. This is first 
trampled on, then set on fire to 
ensure that no evil spirit is lurking 
to enter with the New Year, and to 
mark the passing of the old year. 

Fireworks are set off to scare 
away evil spirits from the house 
and, after they have been 
frightened off, the doors and 
windows of the house are locked 
and sealed to make sure they 
don't return. 



!THE CHINESE NEWYEAR PERIOD! 
Dawn on New Year's Day 
At dawn the doors are unlocked and 
the seals are removed by the male heir, 
who utters words of good omen and 
asks for prosperity in the coming year. 
This ceremony is called 'Opening the 
Gate of Good Fortune'. 

Sticks of incense are ignited on 
containers high on the wall facing the 
entrance. The incense is burned to 
ensure wealth and time to enjoy it. 
The head of the household burns 
branches of sesame and pine (sym· 
bols of longevity), paper effigies of the 
household gods and an inscription of 
thanks written on a strip of red paper, 
and then he lets off fire crackers. 
These are burned to worship Heaven 
and Earth. New effigies of the family 
gods are put up in the house. 

Male members of the household 
take three deep bows before the family 
gods and ancestral tablets. Red 
paper strips with written inscriptions 
asking for such things as good luck, 
good fortune, good health, and 
happiness in the coming year, are hung 
up in the house. 

New Year's Day is a fasting day 
and no meat is eaten. The family 
celebrates the New Year indoors. 

New Year customs 
Traditionally shops close for the first 
three days of the New Year. 

No cutting implement (for 
example, knives or scissors) can be 
used, as this will cut good luck in half. 
One must not wash one's hair as this 
washes away good luck. One must not 
sweep the house because this will 
sweep away good luck. 

Gifts are exchanged between all 
friends and relatives. Presents for 
relations usually consist of clothing, 
but friends are generally given food. 

Politeness demands that when one 
is given a gift of food one should give 
a portion of it back as an indication 
that the gift is too generous. It is 
impolite to accept all of the food. 

For the first five days of the New 
Year, women are not supposed to go 
out. Only male members of the 
household can take part in ceremonies 
to honour ancestors and the house
hold gods. 

New Year is everybody's 
birthday 
New Year is everybody's birthday, as it 
is from that date that age is reckoned, 
regardless of the actual date of one's 
birth. Once New Year has dawned 
everyone becomes a year older. On the 
universal day of mankind (the 7th day 
of the New Year) people should stay at 
home. 

Chinese convention5 are the exact 
opposite to our own. In Western society, 
birthdays are a highlight of a child's life 
- a special day, presents, parties -
while adults tend to dislike being 
reminded of their age. In Chinese 
society, old age is revered. Children are 
ignored on their birthday while adults 
are congratulated on having passed 
another milestone on the road to 
longevity. 

The first anniversary of a child's 
birth is celebrated when the child has 
survived a month. Before that date the 
child is not considered as a member of 
society. When a child is one month old 
it is brought to the temple. Presents 
consist of food, but articles are placed 
before the child to determine the path 
of life in which he is most likely to 

succeed: pens and paper to indicate a 
scholar, an abacus to indicate a 
business career, and so on. 

Afterwards no notice is taken of a 
birthday until a youth or maiden comes 
of age and marriage is contemplated. 
Then the parents-in-law give presents 
of food and clothing, but the youth's own 
parents tend not to. Generally speaking, 
it is not considered appropriate for 
those closely related to give presents, 
and there is no family party. 

If you were a child in China you would 
honour your parents on their birthdays. 
Children bow before their parents on 
their parents' birthday and wish them 
long life. If the children are grown up, 
the younger child gives the parent a 
party. Chicken and long-life noodles 
would be on the menu. 

The most important birthdays in a 
man's life are 21, 31, 41, ... , when he 
enters a new decade. 

Popular household deities 
There are several deities which are very 
close to the common life of Chinese 
people. You can generally find them in 
the home. 

1. Tsao Wang, the Kitchen God. 

2. The Door God 

:3. Kuang-ti (a deified ancient 
General) who, together with Ch'in
Shu-Pao and Yu Ch'ih Ching-Te, 
guard the entrance to ward off evil 
spirits. 

4. The three most popular star gods 
Shau Hsing, the God of Longevity, 
Lu Hsing, the God of Luck and 
Good Fortune, and Fu Hsing, the 
God of Wealth. These three star 
gods always appear together, 
either as ornaments on a shelf or 
in posters and talismans. 

Tsao Wang and the Door.God are 
generally depicted on a red scroll, on 
which their names are written in 
Chinese characters. The other gods 
are depicted as people. 

Tsao Wang, the Kitchen God 
Tsao Wang is one of the oldest and 
most important of the household 
deities. His effigy, which can be a 
highly coloured picture, or a red panel 
on which is written the characters for 
his name, may be pasted on a wall over 
the stove or may occupy a small 
wooden or bamboo shrine somewhere 
in the kitchen. 

Tsao Wang travels on a horse. so 
he is o~en drawn with his horse beside 
him. 

Tsao Wang's role In the household: 

1. Tsao Wang looks a~er the stove 
and takes note of the moral 
behaviour of family members 
throughout the year. 

2. Seven days before New Year he is 
ceremoniously sent up to heaven 
where he lays the family's moral 
record before the All Highest, the 
Jade Emperor. He tells on the 
family. 

:3. His departure from the household 
marks the beginning of Little New 
Year. He returns from his celestial 
visit on New Year's Eve. 
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JTHE CHINESE NEWYEAR PERIOD! 
TSAO WANG, the Kitchen God KUAN-TI 

Kuan-Ti is one of the gods of wealth. He is the god of 
commerce, good luck and good fortune. He doesn't bring 
wealth, he guards against evil spirits entering the house 
or business and thus ensures success and wealth. 

According to ancient mythology, he was a General 
during the Three Kingdoms period (221-263). 
He is the god who represents war. 

In pictures, he is portrayed as having a red face. 
He is usually attended by a black-faced man with a 
halberd on his left and a pink-faced youth with a money 
bag on his right. 

Kuan Ti's birthday is celebrated on the second day 
of the Chinese New Year. On the morning of the second 
day, the old paper god is taken down and burned in the 
courtyard or street. Then a fresh effigy is installed with 
incense and firecrackers: 

"" incense to worship the god properly, and 
"" firecrackers to frighten away evil spirits. 

A sacrifice of food or rice cakes is also offered according 
to the means of the family. When the offering is placed 
on the table before the picture, a cup of fiery wine is 
ignited and the head of the family makes the three-fold 
kowcow. Sacrifices (offerings) have to be carried out in 
order to maintain the goodwill of the ancestral spirits. 

Religious rites have to be performed by the head of 
the family, a male - so male heirs were essential. It 
was necessary for the family to produce heirs to carry 
on these rites in the correct manner, and so maintain 
the family's status. Several sons were needed, to ensure 
that at least one survived into his parents' old age. 
Female children were of secondary importance. 
(This practice seems to have originated during 
the Shan period, 18OO-2OOBc.) 

Teao Wang'e departure from the houeehold: 
1. Tsao Wang departs on the 3. It is in the family's interest to 

night of the 23rd day of the ensure that Tsao Wang makes 
12th moon - seven days a good report before the Jade 
before the New Year. Emperor, and various measures 

are taken to ensure that this 
2. On the night of his departure, 

his effigy is burned and the 
smoke takes him up to 
heaven. Incense is burned 
to make his departure happy, 
and some straw is burned by 
the stove as forage for his 
horse. A bowl of water is 
placed by the stove so that 
it will not go thirsty. 

will happen. 
A special sweetmeat (Tang 

Kua) is burned, along with the 
effigy, to ensure that he will 
only have sweet things to say. 

Alternatively, the family 
may make certain of his 
silence by smearing his mouth 
with opium or steeping him in 
wine. 
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This is to make him 
drowsy or fuddled when he 
reaches the end of his journey 
so that he risks expulsion 
before he can get a word in 
with the Jade Emperor. 

4. Firecrackers are ignited 
to speed him on his way. 

5. It is interesting to note 
that women of the house
hold are debarred from his 
worship. 



ITHE CHINESE NEW YEAR PERIOD I 
The Door God 

This god guards the entrance from evil 
spirits and wishes wealth on the family. 
He is placed at the front door looking 
outwards onto the street. 

The top two characters translate as 
'entrance' or 'doorway', the next two 
characters as 'territory' or 'place', and 
the bottom two characters translate as 
'God of wealth'. 

l 

i 

I 
The double Hsi for 
married happiness 

Lucky Money Envelope;; 
These envelopes play an important part in the lives of 
the Chinese and are much in evidence at New Year and 
family festivals and at weddings. 

Various designs in gold are printed on a bright red 
background. The Longevity character and the Five 
Bats are favourite motives. Others appropriate for 
weddings bear the double Hsi for married happiness, 
with designs of Lotus and the characters for Great 
Luck. 

It is a graceful way of bestowing a gift and the 
recipient is always left in joyful anticipation of the 
amount of money tantelisingly enclosed. 

The Lucky Money Envelope shown below is an 
example of what is given to a bride and groom at 
weddings. It is red, the Chinese colour for good luck. 

A pearl full of fulfilled wishes 

\ Female 

The Phoenix, symbolising marital 
happiness and a warm relationship 

Male 

The pearl of 
friendship 
symbolising 

a happY 
marriage 

The Chinese 
dragon wishing 
good luck 

The Lotus, 
symbol of 
enlightenment 
and great luck 

Clouds of 

happiness 

The writing 
wishes health, 
wealth and 
happiness 
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ITHE CHINESE NEWYEAR PERIOD! 
FRONT 

Lucky Money Envelopes 

The Lucky Money Envelope 
wishes the recipient 
happiness, longevity 
and affluence (wealth). 

Longevity is important 
because an old person is 
someone on his way to 
becoming an ancestor. 

Elders are therefore 
honoured and respected. 

The bright red background 
symbolises good luck. 

llJJC[l(Y MO!NrEY 
rE !NVrE ILO!PrE~ 

The three most 
important star gods 
(Chinese saints) are 

Scroll - symbol for 

the gods of Happiness, 
Longevity (Shau Hsing) 

and Affluence (Lu Hsing). 
the literai, once an 
important class in China. 

Wishes for longevity are conveyed by Shou Hsing and the peach. 
Shou Hsing was originally a star god, but descended to earth 
in human form in the reign of Ch'in Shih Huang-Ti in 246ec. 

He is represented as an ancient with a high dome-shaped 
forehead, armed with a rugged staff and bearing a peach from 
the tree of immortality in his other hand. 

The Dragon is a 
symbol of good luck 

and prosperity 

The double Hsi 

" 
is for married 

happiness ---

The Phoenix is a 
symbol of marital 
pairing. When the 

Phoenix and Dragon 
appear together, ._____ 

it symbolises 
perfect marriage. 

Clouds of good luck 

BACK 

\ 
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D 

f~A(Ql WAING. 
the Kitchen God 
The top two 
characters translate 
as 'stove' and the 
bottom two as 
'prince'. 

Tsao Wang 
therefore means 
'Stove Prince' or 
'Kitchen God'. 

1. Bright red 
background. 

2. Dark red candle. 

3. Green dragon 
with yellow-tipped 
orange tail and 
spine, pink belly, 
red face, green 
eyes, horns, green 
and blue beard, 
yellow whiskers 
and hair, blue 
teeth. 
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THE CHINESE DRAGON 
The Dragon procession 
The dragon is ten metres or more long, built 
of bamboo rods and cloth, with blue and 
gold eyes, silver horns and red tassels. 
It has a long green beard and a big 
mouth with a red tongue. 

The whole animal is carried 
about by a group of men, each 
of whom holds a stick which 
supports one of the dragon's 
limbs. The body is illuminated 
by many candles fixed on the 
body. 

The animal follows an 
'ornamental sunball' - a big 
textile ball symbolising the sun 
- which is hunted by the rain
bearing dragon, the symbol of the 
clouds. 

Onlookers open fire on the dragon 
with bamboo tubes filled with powder and 
iron chips. 

The dragon procession is a feature of the 
Chinese New Year celebrations. 

About the Chinese Dragon 
1. He is a composite creature made up of 

different animals. 

2. In ancient Chinese times the dragon was 
believed to rule over water, rain and drought. 

3. The dragon also causes thunder and 
lightning in a storm that begins in spring 
and ends in summer. 

4. He lives in the sky in spring and summer and 
in the water in autumn and winter. 

5. This mythical creature suffers from 
deafness. 

6. It breathes a sort of vapour which may turn 
into rain or become incandescent (be raised 
to such a high temperature as to produce 
artificial light.) 

7. Its voice is the sound of copper pans 
clashing like cymbals. 

8. The dragon can make himself visible or 
invisible, thick or thin, long or short. 
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This dragon was the emblem of Imperial power. 
As a decorative motif, the Imperial dragon had 
five claws. Decorative dragons with only four 
claws were used by the common people. 

The dragon's scales number 81 - which is 
9 x 9, the paramount lucky number. 

Its voice resembles the beating of a gong. 
On each side of its mouth are whiskers, and 

under its chin is a bright pearl. 
When its breath escapes it forms clouds, 

sometimes changing into rain and at other 
times into fire. 

The Imperial Dragon 
The Imperial Dragon was distinguished 
by having five claws and the privilege of 

wearing it was limited to the Emperor, 
his sons and princes of the first rank. 

Those of the third and fourth ranks 
wore a four-clawed emblem, while those 
of the fifth and sixth rank, and certain 
officials, were entitled only to a five
clawed serpent. 



THE CHINESE DRAGON 
The Chinese dragon is a composite character -
a mythical beast who, among other things, 
represents the animal kingdom. 

The head of a camel 

The claws of a hawk 

The ears of 
a crow 

/ 
Long whiskers each 

side of his mouth 

' i 

_.,;"")/'- ..... 
{ I - ..-~ 
\'- ~ ' ' . :""' ) ,, 

/ 
Beard under his chin, 
hides a brilliant pearl 

The belly of a frog 

The scales of a carp 

The horns of a deer 

The neck 

of a snake 

A beard each 
side of his face 

The palm of a tiger 
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THE CHINESE GATE GODS 
The Gate Gode are the two tutelary 
deities of the household 
1. The two Generals who stand on either side of 

Kuan-Ti deal with any evil spirits who attempt 
to intrude. 

2. They guard the means of entry and prevent 
evil spirits entering the house. 

3. They are Ch'in-Shu-Pao (the white-faced one) 
and Yu Ch'ih Ching-Te (with a black face) who is 

his companion in arms. Evil spirits are allergic 
to and frightened of black faces. 

4. Both wear full armour. They hold a gemmed 
halberd (a combined spear and battleaxe) and 
they have a whip, chain, bow and arrows at 
their belt. 

5. During the last week of the twel~h moon, the 
brightly coloured warriors are pasted on the 
double panels of the front door or inside facing 
the entra nee. 

This particular poster is pasted on the wall in every Chinese business. Often the 
outsider has to search for it, but it's generally found facing the main entrance. 

Sometimes this poster is also put in the house (but not always). 
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THE CHINESE GATE GODS 
[)( 11/l ~ G4l O f 0 
The word Ti is translated as 'god'. 
Kuan-Ti is the tutelary deity of 
money-making enterprises. ~ :a~ 
Kuan-Ti sits on a tiger. ~ -~~~?/ 
Demons and spirits are 
allergic to tigers, so 
this increases his 
power to ward off 
evil influences. 

VOLUME 30 NUMBER 1 FEBRUARY 2002 13 



A CHINESE TALISMAN 
The three star gods on a Chinese talisman 
This talisman bestows wishes for longevity, wealth and good luck on its owner. Chinese 
buy this poster and put it at the front door and on the rice bin just before New Year. 

The three star gods in the middle 
are, from left to right: 
Shau Hsing, God of Longevity; 
Lu Hsing, God of Luck; and 
Fu Hsing, God of Wealth. 

These three gods 
are always seen 
together. 

,he narcissus, 
symbol of good 
fortune anti 
prosperity 

,he chrysanthemum, 
symbolising the noble 
person - quiet, serene 
splendour. It is also a 
symbol of autumn. 

The two Chinese characters on 
the right mean 'longevity' and the 
two on the left mean 'wealthy. 
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Clowls of happiness 

,he Bat, harbinger of happiness 

~-~ BambOO, . 
: .,_ / bo\ of longevity . , sym 

... ' t:,';." 

'"· .•,.;, Circular Su 

Gold border 

pattern, 
symbol 
of good 

luck 

-;,. 

+ti11. 

Prunus, the symbol 
of winter, purity and 
perseverence 



f[Ef Vietnamese New Year 
Tet, which means the first morning of the first 
day of the new year, is the Vietnamese New Year. 
The celebration lasts for 7 days. Like the Chinese, 
the Lunar New Year is one of the most celebrated 
holidays. 

Preparation for Tet starts weeks before New 
Year's Day. Homes are cleaned to get rid of bad 
fortune associated with the old year. Families 
paint their homes to give it a new look. Everyone 
gets new clothes and new shoes. Pay your debts 
and resolve diffe1·ences between family and friends. 

A special ceremony called Le Tru Tich is held 
at the midnight hour (Giao Thua) on New Year's 
Eve. The ritual involves firecrackers and gongs 
and other festive items that make loud noises to 
usher out the old and welcome the new. 

Like the Chinese, Vietnamese people are very 
careful about what they do on New Year's Day. 
The events on New Year's Day determine your luck 

for the rest of the year. Therefore everything and 
everyone you are in touch with on New Year's Day 
should symbolise good fortune. Don't visit people 
who are in mourning because they are associated 
with death. Children should not fight or cry on 
New Year's Day. Homes are decorated with Hoa 
Mai, a yellow blossom that represents spring. 

Family members exchange gifts and pay 
homage to the Kitchen God. They also visit local 
temples to pray for prosperity and good health. 

During Tet, Vietnamese families plant a New 
Year's tree called Cay Neu in front of their homes. 
A bamboo pole is often used as a Cay Neu. All 
the leaves are removed from the tree so that it 
can be wrapped or decorated by good luck red 
paper. Legends have it that the red colour scares 
off evil spirits. On the seventh (the last) day of 
Tet, the Cay Neu is taken down. This is the last 
ritual of the New Year celebration. 

f[Ef [N] G ~YlE [N] 0 D lE [N] 
Vietnamese New Year 

Many Vietnamese customs actually come from 
China, which long ago ruled Vietnam for 
1000 years. The people of Vietnam use the 
Chinese calendar system, based on the moon. 

The New Year, Tet Nguyen-Den (usually called 
Tet) falls between 20 January and 20 February. 
It starts at the second new moon after the 
beginning of winter. 

Tet is the most important holiday in Vietnam 
and is celebrated for at least three days. Houses 
are cleaned from top to bottom. Everyone shops 
and spends money lavishly on food, new clothing 
and gifts. Delicious banquets are cooked and 
served, including the traditional square rice cakes 
known as banh chung. Children receive gifts of 
money in bright red envelopes. 

The night before the New Year everyone stays 
up very late. At the stroke of midnight they must 
be doing something good because their deeds at 
that moment represent their fortune for the year 
to come. The Vietnamese believe that the 
protective spirits of their household- much like 
guardian angels - rise up to heaven to report on 

the good and bad deeds of each member of the 
family. 

On New Year's Day, the first visitor to each 
house is very important. The Vietnamese hope 
that person will bring them good luck for the 
coming year. If a wealthy visitor is first to enter 
your home, perhaps his good fortune will rub off 
on you! On the third day of Tet, each family lights 
long, thin incense sticks that burn slowly, giving 
off a fragrant farewell to the spirits of their 
ancestors who came to earth for a New Year's 
visit. 

For children, the highlight of Tet is the Dragon 
Dance - a sort of parade that comes down the 
street at night. The dragon, a good luck symbol, 
wears a costume made of a papier-mache head 
and a brightly coloured silk train. The dancers 
under the costume must be very agile, because 
during their dance they perform acrobatic feats. 
They climb up high poles to reach traditional 
bundles of flags, vegetables, and money that the 
villagers have hung for them. 
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Name: Date: ......... . 

-The New Year 
Carefully read the text on 'f!E'f, Vietnamese New Year. 

0 LIST some of the CUSTOMS associated with this celebration. 

0 DRAW and LABEL three symbols that are a part of Tet. 

0 EXPLAIN the significance of noise and the colour red in this celebration. 

0 What kind of behaviour is encouraged on New Year's Day and why? 

0 The first visitor to a house on New Year's Day is very important. Why? 
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Name: Date: 

f[Ef- Vietnamese New Year 
0 There are many similarities between the celebration of Chinese New Year 

and Tet. Suggest possible reasons for this. 

0 LIST KEY WORDS from the text that you think best explain the purpose 
of the Tet New Year celebrations. 

0 Which customs would you choose to include in Australia's New Year's Day 
celebrations'? ____________________ _ 

Give reasons for your choice. 

0 EXPLAIN the meanings of: 

- resolve differences _________________ _ 

- usher out the old _________________ _ 

- pay homage ___________________ _ 

- spend money lavishly ________________ _ 

0 DRAW your impression of an aspect of this celebration. 
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CHINESE NEWYEAR AND r~r ARE BOTH CELEBRATED IN AUSTRALIA 

.a.~!! TISSUE PRODUCTS PTY. LTD. 
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Name: Date: 

I f[Ef celebrations in Cabramatta I 
0 LIST the key information shown on this flyer. 

0 Two symbols of Tet represented are: 

0 Some of the sponsors for this celebration are: ________ _ 

0 Three languages are included on this flyer. They are ______ _ 

_______ and _______ . Why do you think it has been 

necessary to advertise the day's program in more than one language? 

0 DISCUSS the purpose of the flyer. Then LIST its positive features. 

" 
.. 

0 If you had to design this flyer, what might you have done differently? 

DESIGN a flyer advertising the celebration of an event in your community. 
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Name: Date: _____ _ 

f[Ef celebrations in Cabramatta 

MAIN ~TAGE -John ~t, Cabramatta 
TIME EVENT 
11 :25am NIW Police Band 
12:00pm Opening & Welcome 
12:30pm lion Dancing + Cracken 
12:40pm The Queen Bee (Vietname1e Band) 
1:35pm The Outback 6ang (Kid1 Entertainment) 
2:10pm Glenda Yee Wiz Kidz 
2:45pm The Outback 6ang 
3:25pm freedom Band 
4:20pm Tiare Pacifica Cook l1land1 Cultural 

Dance ff rou p 
4:55pm lion Dancing 
5:05pm The four lea10m ( Chine1e Band) 
5:55Pm fire Ring \quad (fire Breathen) 
6:10pm Brazilian fanta1y lliow 
7:00pm May Bon Phuong (Vietname1e Band) 
J: 55pm The Beach Boy1 I how 
8:35pm fire Ring lquad 
q:oopm firework! 

ROVING PERFORMERS: 

CULTURAL ~TAGE -freedom Plaza 
TIME EVENT 
1:00pm Dragon & lion Dance Demomtration 
1:30pm Religiom Chanting 
2:00pm Peking Opera & Chine1e Ma1k Dance 
2:30pm A1ian New Year food Cooking 

Oemomtration 
3:00pm Vietname1e New Year Mmic 
3:30pm Vietname1e folk Dancing 
3:40pm Anti Orug1 ltreet Theatre 
4:00pm Chine1e Health Exerci1e and 

Meditation 
4:30pm Chine1e folk Dance 
5:00pm Chine1e Mmic & Dance 
5:30pm Yang-Chin (Chine1e ltring lmtrument) 

lolo & {hine1e long1 
b:oopm Lunar New Year floral Arrangement 

Demomtration 

God of Wealth Juggling Clowns Stilt Walkers 
Snake Man Chinese Mask Duo 

Diaclalmer: The program was correct at the time: of printing and may be subject to change. 

WRITE an overview of what you might see and do at the Tet celebrations in 
Cabramatta. 
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Name: Date: ______ _ 

DESIGN A STAMP FOR f!Ef 
Australia Post release stamp sets with images of symbols on 
Chinese New Year and Tet. 
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Name: Date: 

CHINESE NEWYEAR 
Identify how the Chinese New Year is celebrated in your local community. 
The two advertisements show how everyone in the Blue Mountains towns 
of Katoomba and Faulconbridge can participate in this celebration. 

(!t,(/1) 1{(/}J (!}J (jJ(j@(/1) ((; (/I) (!(/1{(/}J (!(/ (P (/I) (L(/1) ((; (£ 
((; (}(j (j (!(/ (£ ~ (£ (&(£@ 1{(/1) (j// (&@) (!(/1{ 

TUESDAY11FEBRUARY1997 

Special evening for the Chinese New Year 

CHINESE BANQUET 

Entertainment including lion Dance 
& Martial Arts display 

~- 82 2868 
~ Phone for reservation 

.. 246 Kato~mba Street 

Three sisters Sky,vay 

~M, ,'.ft 
\ I 

\ I 

al 
CANTON _g/ 
PALACE Jg 

■ i 
Police 
Station 

■ 
0 Chinese New Year can be celebrated at the ____________ _ 

0 Phone __________ fora reservation! 

0 Celebrate Chinese New Year on _________ _ 

0 Katoomba Canton Palace Chinese Restaurant is located at ______ _ 

0 The Canton Palace is diagonally opposite the ___________ _ 

0 What entertainment is included during the celebrations? ________ _ 

0 What information are you given about the food to be eaten? _______ _ 

0 What do you think the Chinese characters could mean? 

0 Why do you think different sized print has been used in this advertisement? 

0 What key information does this advertisement provide? 
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Name: Date: 

CHINESE NEWYEAR 

Great food, friendly 
service & fully licensed 

Open for lunch & dinner 
Tuesday to Sunday & Public Holidays 

FAULCONBRIDGE Celebrate the Year of the Ox 
with our fantastic banquet on CHINESE RESTAURANT 

SATURDAY night, 
8 FEBRUARY and 

experience the thrill of the 
traditional Lion Dance & 

f:rrecrackers to welcome in the 
New Year! 

DON'T MISS OUT! 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 

Tel: (047) 51-7088 
for bookings and takeaway 

451 Great Western Highway 
Ample parking (enter from Coomassie Ave) 

0 To celebrate the New Year at the Faulconbridge Chinese Restaurant you would ... 

0 DISCUSS the layout and features of both these advertisements. 

LIST the positive aspects of each advertisement ................... _______ _ 

0 DESIGN a New Year advertisement for a local Chinese or Vietnamese restaurant 
in your area. Carefully consider the information that must be included in your ad. 
Present your ad in an eye-catching way! 
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LUNAR NEWYEAR 
Dragon dances ward off evil to bring luck 
by Carlotta McIntosh 

Dragons, prayers, fireworks, special 
cakes and family reunions will 
welcome the Lunar New Year 
again this year. 

According to the lunar calendar, 
New Year's Eve is Thursday 
6 February and Friday 7 February 
is New Year's Day. 

The New Year has been celebrated 
in Australian Chinese communities 
since the 19th century but it has 
become more popular in the past 
twenty years. 

In many Asian countries the New 
Year is the festival of festivals, the 
time when families get together and 
exchange gifts, just like Christmas 
time. 

It is a time of spring cleaning, 
paying debts, throwing out old clothes 
and furniture and buying new ones. 

Chllllese tellldl to use tllite Ox, 
wllitile tllite Vi.etlllamese use 
tllite lBuffaRo illl Ruilllar years. 
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The Gods are not disturbed by all 
the activity as they are not in the 
house at this time. 

Oranges for good health and lucky 
red envelopes containing money are 
traditional gifts. 

It is unlucky to quarrel or exchange 
harsh words at this time. 

Once New Year comes, the families 
retire to their homes where they 
exchange gifts, offer food to the altar 
of their forebears and burn sacrificial 
paper money for their use in the 
underworld. 

In the morning the doors of the 
house are opened and fire crackers are 
lit to invite the Gods down from the 
heavens for a visit. 

To keep whatever good luck has 
entered the house no sweeping is done 
and nothing thrown out. No cooking 
is allowed. 

Everyone must be on their best 
behaviour as the first day can set the 
pattern for the rest of the year. 

The red envelopes containing 
money are usually given to children. 



Name: Date: 

LUNAR NEWYEAR 
Dragon dances ward off evil to bring luck 

______ and 

______ will welcome the Lunar New Year. 

• New Year's Eve is ____________ _ 

_____________ is New Year's Day. 

• New Year's Eve is ____________ _ 

• New Year celebrations have become more popular in the past ______ _ 

• List 2 ways Chinese New Year is like Christmas. 

• ChineseNewYearisatimeof ______ cleaning, _____ _ debts, 
throwing out ___ _ clothes and furniture, and buying ___ _ ones. 

• The gods are _____ _ in the house at this time so they are not disturbed 

by all the 

• Traditional gifts are ______ and 

• -----........... and exchanging and ______ atthis 

time of year is 

• At home when New Year has come, families ______ _ 
and _____ _ 

• In order to keep the good luck that has come into people's houses, no 

______ or ______ is allowed. 

• The first day of the New Year can set the pattern for the rest of the year, so 

• Children usually receive ____________ _ 

THINK about the following Questions 1 and 2: 

1. Why has Chinese New Year become a more popular celebration in the last 20 years 
in Australia? ________________________ _ 

2. The gods are not in people's houses during the preparation time leading up to the 
coming of New Year. Where are they? _______________ _ 

0 WATCH NEWS REPORTS of this celebration on television. 

Use the information from Questions 1 and 2 above to DISCUSS how this 
celebration is influencing what an Australian is. 
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Name: Date: 

CHINESE NEWYEAR 
A Stage 3 class was surveyed to find out which animals of the 
Chinese zodiac were represented in class, and how many celebrated 
their birthdates in each of the animal years. 

The information was tallied and the results were graphed. 

TALLY 

Ox I 1985 

Tiger mlll 1986 

Hare mlmlll 1987 

Dragon mllll 1988 

0 SURVEY and GRAPH the 
results of your own class. 

13 

12 

11 

10 
···············-····· 

9 --t::==='=-:::::::::1 
8 ········································ 

7 

6 ············································ 
..................... 

5 

4--t::==1 
3--1-------" 

2-t::==:::::1 

1--1-------" 

Ox Tiger Hare Dragon 
1985 1986 1987 1988 

-

f-

f-

-

0 Most children in Stage 3 were born in the Year of the ____ _ 

0 How many more children were born in the Year of the Dragon than 

in the Year of the Tiger? ____ _ 

0 _____ child was born in the Year of the Ox. 

0 How many children were born in theYearofthe Hare? ____ _ 

YearoftheTiger? _____ Year of the Dragon? ____ _ 

0 How many more children were born in the Year of the Hare than in 

the Year of the Dragon? ____ _ 
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CHINESE NEWYEAR 
RAT 
A rat year usually heralds a year 
of chaos. Rat people are charming 
and attractive to the opposite 
sex, although they have a fear 
of light and noise. 

Rat people are active and 
dynamic, but can be fussy about 
little things. 

Rats can have a positive side 
because if there are rats, it is a 
sign that there is grain in the 
storage bins, so rats can 
represent a bountiful harvest. 
Because they can be heard 
scurrying about at midnight, the 
period between 11 pm and 1 am 
is called the rat hours. 
Years of birth: 1912, 1924, 1936, 
1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996 

BUFFALO 
The buffalo symbolises indus
triousness and patience. The 
year is one of slow, steady pro
gress and patient strength; 
traits suitable for a scientist. 

The buffalo is the traditional 
symbol of spring and agriculture 
because of his association with 
the plough and his pleasure in 
wallowing in mud. People of that 
year are thought to possess the 
characteristics of that animal 
- steady, placid, but stubborn 
when crossed. The buffalo hours 
are from 1 am to 3 am when 
buffalo are feeding. 
Years of birth: 1913, 1925, 1937, 
1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997 

TIGER 
Tigers are quick to anger and 
indecisive, but can be flexible and 
accommodate their personal
ities to suit the circumstances. 
The tiger is the king of the jungle, 
is nocturnal, and evokes images 
of darkness and stormy weather. 

The period from 3 am to 5 am 
is the time when the tiger 
returns to his lair. 
Years of birth: 1914, 1926, 
1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 
1998 

CAT 
Cats are smooth talkers, 
talented and ambitious and will 
succeed in studies. They are in 
conflict with the rat. 

A cat person has a supple 
mind and patient personality 
and knows how to wait for 
favourable conditions before 
taking action. Cat hours are 
between 5 am and 7 am, when 
cats begin their prowling. 
Years of birth: 1915, 1927, 1939, 
1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999 

DRAGON 
The dragon in Eastern mythology 
can be protective, and a symbol 
of the male (yang) principal of 
the universe of royal authority. 

The dragon is in its element 
everywhere - under water, on 
the ground and in the air. It is a 
water sign and a propitious sign 
for agriculture. 

Dragons are sincere and 
energetic, but short-tempered 
and stubborn. They are symbols 
of power, wealth, prosperity and 
of royalty. 

There is a saying: 'In the year 
of the Dragon, everyone keeps 
his food for himself.' Famine 
usually appears in these years. 
His hours are between 7 am and 
9am. 
Years of birth: 1916, 1928, 
1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 
2000 

SNAKE 
Snakes speak little, but have 
tremendous wisdom. They are 
associated with the damp earth. 

Snakes symbolise the eternal 
revolution of the ages and the 
succession, dissolution and 
regeneration of humanity. 

Snake-year people are con
sidered to be calm and gentle, 
profound yet compassionate, 
but may fly off the handle at 
times. They are determined and 
persistent. Snake hours are 
9 am to 11 am. 
Years of birth: 1917, 1929, 1941, 
1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001 

HORSE 
Horse-year people are smooth 
talkers and given to compliments 
and generosity. Therefore they 
are popular, but rarely listen to 
advice. The horse's propensity 
to kick evokes images of a quick
tempered personality. 

The horse's speed has 
caused him to be compared to 
the sun that traverses the 
earth daily. In legend, the sun 
is associated with fiery steeds. 
The Greek myth related to this 
is of Apollo driving the chariot 
of the sun across the skies each 
day. 

The horse is invested with 
purity, nobility and wisdom. It 
is esteemed for alertness, 
intelligence and strength, and is 
a friend to man. Noon, when the 
sun is the highest, is the horse 
hour. 
Years of birth: 1918, 1930, 1942, 
1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002 
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CHINESE NEWYEAR 
GOAT 
The goat people are calm and 
shy, unassertive and self
effacing. They are clumsy in 
speech so they are poor sales
people, but are compassionate 
about the less fortunate, and 
help others. 

They are often taken advan
tage of because of their natural 
kindness and timidity. The 
goat's hours are between 1 pm 
and 3 pm. 
Years of birth: 1919, 1931, 1943, 
1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003 

MONKEY 
The monkey is an erratic genius. 
Monkeys are clever and skilful 
when making financial deals. 
They are also cheerful, curious 
and inventive, but they may drive 
people away by talking too much 
and being contemptuous of 
others. Their weakness lies in 
their tendency to be erratic and 
inconsistent. The time between 
3 pm and 5 pm is the time of the 
monkey. 
Years of birth: 1920, 1932, 1944, 

1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004 

ROOSTER 
The rooster year represents a 
period of hard work and activity, 
as the rooster is busy from 
morning to night. His comb is a 
mark of high intelligence and of 
a literary spirit. 

People born in the year of the 
cock are considered as profound 
thinkers. At the same time, the 
cock is a symbol of protection 
against fires. Pictures of a red 
cock are hung in Vietnamese 
houses for that reason. 

People born in a cock year 
earn their living from small 
business. They practise with 
diligence like a 'cock scratching 
the soil for worms'. 

Because ghosts disappear 
at sunrise, it is believed the cock 
drives them away with his 
crowing. A white cock is some
times placed on the coffin of 
funeral processions to make the 
way free from demons. The cock 
controls the hours beetween 
5 pm and 7pm. 
Years of birth: 1921, 1933, 1945, 
1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005 

MOON IS THE BOSS 

DOG 
The year of the dog indicates 
future prosperity. Worldwide, 
the dog is used as a guard 
against intruders. Pairs of 
stone or ceramic dogs are placed 
on each side of the entrance to 
villages and temples as guards. 
The dog year will be secure and 
protected. The time of the dog 
is 7 pm to 9 pm, when people of 
rural Vietnam have gone to bed 
and leave the dog to keep watch. 
Years of birth: 1922, 1934, 1946, 
1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006 

PIG 
The pig symbolises the wealth of 
the forest because the boar 
maintains his lair in the woods. 
Boar year people are chivalrous 
and gallant, honest and coura
geous, but headstrong and 
short-tempered, impulsive, 
studious and well informed. The 
hours of the pig are between 
9 pm and 11 pm. 
Years of birth: 1923, 1935, 1947, 
1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007 

The Vietnamese calendar is based on the phases of the moon. 
Most Vietnamese have a lunar calendar in their homes to consult for festivals 

and auspicious dates. And because of the lunar calendar, the dates of the 
Vietnamese New Year vary. 

The equinoxes and solstices which mark the beginning of the European 
seasons were taken as the midpoint for the Asian calendar, with the result that 
Vietnamese seasons begin six weeks earlier than those in Europe. 

Each year is 'sponsored' by one of the twelve animals of the Vietnamese 
zodiac -the rat, ox, tiger, cat, dragon, snake, horse, goat ( or ram), monkey, cock, 
dog and pig. 

Source: w.vw:thingeiaeian.com. U!:Se,:;I with permi"a-aion 
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CHINESE NEWYEAR 

Honest ambitious & clever 

1900, 1912, 1924, 1936, 1948, 
1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 

You get along with Dragon and 
Monkey, but not with Horse. 

Bright, patient & hard-working 

1901, 1913, 1925, 1937, 1949, 
1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 

You get along with Snake and 
Rooster, but not with Sheep. 

Courageous, powerful & adventurous 

1902, 1914, 1926, 1938, 1950, 
1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010 

You get along with Horse and Dog, 
but not with Monkey. 

Caring, talented & graceful 

1903 1915, 1927, 1939, 1951, 
1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011 

You get along with Sheep and Boar, 
but not with Rooster. 

liJl~AG©INI Energetic, healthy & powerful 

1904, 1916, 1928, 1940, 1952, 
1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012 

You get along with Monkey and Rat, 
but not with Dog. 

Wise, calm & elegant 

1905, 1917, 1929, 1941, 1953, 
1965, 1977, 1989, 2001, 2013 

You get along with Rooster and Ox, 
but not with Boar. 

Attractive, independent & stylish 

1906, 1918, 1930, 1942, 1954, 
1966, 1978, 1990, 2002, 2014 

You get along with Tiger and Dog, 
but not with Rat. 

Gentle, artistic & creative 

1907, 1919, 1931, 1943, 1955, 
1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015 

You get along with Boar and Hare 
but not with Ox. 

li\/il©INIIKIEY Intelligent, organised, enthusiastic 

1908, 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 
1968, 1980, 1992, 2004, 2016 

You get along with Dragon and Rat, 
but not with Tiger. 

~©©11:i>i!E~ Careful, independent, hard-working 

1909, 1921, 1933, 1945, 1957, 
1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, 2017 

You get along with Snake and Ox, 
but not with Ha re. 

Honest, loyal & generous 

1910, 1922, 1934, 1946, 1958, 
1970, 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018 

You get along with Horse and Tiger, 
but not with Dragon. 

Generous, helpful & noble 

1911, 1923, 1935, 194 7, 1959, 
1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019 

You get along with Hare and Sheep. 
but not with other Boars. 

According to the Chinese lunar calendar, the New Year begins on the· 
second new moon after the first day of winter. 

This day usually falls in late January or February. 
Each year is named after a different animal. Children born during 

that year are believed to have the characteristics of that animal. 
Twelve years form one zodiac cycle. 
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Name: Date: 

CHINESE NEWYEAR 

0 'Characteristics of the animal' means __ 

~ LIST the characteristics of: 

Dragon 

Monkey 

Boar·················---- __ .................... --

Hare ........................................... -----------·----

Snake ············································--

~ What zodiac sign would have the following characteristics? 

gentle & creative 

graceful & talented 

ambitious & honest 

loyal & generous 

calm & wise ........... -------------- -----

energetic & healthy 

patient & hard-working ___ _ 

independent & careful ····-------- __ 

0 DISCUSS the meanings of the words that describe the qualities of 

each animal. 

0 COMPARE the Chinese and Vietenamese zodiac animal signs. 

LIST similarities and differences: 

~ WRITE the zodiac sign you were born under. LIST the characteristics 

of your sign .................................... _____________ _ 

............................................................ ______ _ 
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TET & CHINESE NEWYEAR 
IN CREATIVE ARTS 

0 Collect a range of Chinese New Year cards, 
Tet cards, red money envelopes and doorway 
decorations - available from Chinatown and 
Cabramatta. 

Discuss images and symbols used. Children 
design own cards, red money envelopes and 
doorway decorations. 

0 Charcoal sketches of Chinese Lion and 
Dragon. Encourage children to capture the 
character, the 'personality' of the Lion and 
the Dragon. 

0 Construct a Chinese New Year Dragon using 
a cardboard box and sheet. Paint the box red 
and cover it with gold, silver and brightly 
coloured paper cut into scale shapes. Cut 
out large circles for eyes, and use two 
semicircles cut from cardboard for the mouth. 
Attach eyes and mouth to front of the box. 
Decorate edge of the box with strips of 
coloured crepe paper. Staple tinsel around 
the edge of the sheet. Use large safety pins 
to attach the sheet to the box. 

0 Provide children with a half A4-size piece of 
red cardboard. Provide gold and brightly 
coloured flint paper. 

Children should consider significant symbols 
of this occasion. Then create their own 
interpre-tation of Tet and Chinese New Year. 

0 Model bunches of firecrackers, lions and 
dragons with plasticine. 

0 Do large chalk drawings of the New Year Lion 
and Dragon on asphalt areas. 

0 Use toilet rolls or drink cans to make bunches 

0 Model with plasticine or clay zodiac animals. 
Arrange the animals in correct sequence for 
both the Chinese New Year zodiac and the 
Vietnamese New Year zodiac. 

0 Collect a large branch, with no leaves. Stick 
firmly into a container of sand. Use yellow or 
pink tissue paper to make blossoms. Attach 
blossoms to branches. Add red money 
envelopes to the branches. You have made a 
New Year Good Luck Money Tree. 

0 Design an advertisement for Chinese New Year 
or Tet. 

0 Listen to music played to accompany the Lion 
and Dragon dancing. 

0 Experiment with cymbals, drums and other 
'noisy' instruments to create Lion and Dragon 
dancing music. 

0 Write a music score for Lion and Dragon 
dancing music. 

0 Invent a rap rhyme or song about Chinese New 
Year and Tet. 

0 Create movements and sequence of 
movement for the Lion and Dragon dances. 

of firecrackers. Paint red, decorate with gold O Dramatise the story 'Why Rat Comes First'. 

if desired, then tie together. 
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CHINESE NEWYEAR 
Each lunar year is named after one of 12 animals. 

The twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac are rat, ox, tiger, 
rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog, and 

boar. 
There are 12 years to a cycle. Each cycle begins with the Year 

of the Rat. 
Read the wheel in an anticlockwise direction to work out the 

order of the animals in the Chinese lunar calendar. 
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Name: ______________ _ Date: _____ _ 

CHINESE NEWYEAR 
Read the Chinese zodiac wheel in an anticlockwise direction to 
answer the following questions. 

~ Name the animals in the following positions: 
2nd ______ 4th ______ 12th ____ _ 

8th _____ _ 10th _____ _ 9th _____ _ 

3rd _____ _ 1st _____ _ 5th _____ _ 

7th _____ _ 6th _____ _ 11th _____ _ 

~ The year 2001 is the Year of the Snake. What Year is 

Monkey'? ____ _ Boar'? ____ _ Horse'? ____ _ 

Rooster'? ___ _ Dog _____ _ Sheep'? ____ _ 

~ Which year was Year of the 
Ox'? __ _ Dragon'? __ _ Tiger'? ___ _ Rat'? ___ _ 

~ What animal year will it be in: 

2020 --------- 2032 ----------

2060 --------- 2096 ----------

~Workout the year of your birth. 
DRAW the animal symbol to represent that year. 
LIST the characteristics of that animal around your illustration. 
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~ 1l. 
Year of the Rat 

1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 

Rat people are very popular. 
They like to invent things and 
are good artists. 

~~ 
Year of the Dragon 

1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012 
Dragon people have good 
health and lots of energy. 
They are good friends because 
they listen carefully to others. 

~ ~* 
Year of the Monkey 

1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004 
Monkey people are very funny. 
They can always make people 
laugh. They are also very good 
at solving probler,,s. 

.~ i ...... 1rl/if1.~ ; 
Year of the Ox '. 

1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 

People born in this year are 
dependable and calm. They 
are good listeners and have 
very strong ideas. 

~ ~ 
Year of the Snake 

1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001 

People born in this year love 
good books, food, music, and 
plays. They will have good 
luck with money. 

~ii 
Year of the Rooster 

1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005 
People born in this year are 
hard workers. They have many 
talents and think deep 
thoughts. 

-~ ~ 
Year of the Tiger 

1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010 

Tiger people are brave. Other 
people respect tiger people 
for their deep thoughts and 
courageous actions. 

.. ·~ -~ 
Year of the Horse 

1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002 
People born in this year are 
popular, cheerful, and are 
quick to compliment others. 
Horse people can work very 
hard. 

~* 
Year of the Dog 

1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006 
Dog people are loyal and can 
always keep a secret. 
Sometimes dog people worry 
too much. 

~ Jt 
Year of the Rabbit 

1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011 
People born in this year are 
nice to be around. They like to 
talk, and many people trust 
them. 

~ $ 
Year of the Sheep 

1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003 
People born in this year are 
very good artists. They ask 
many questions, like nice 
things, and are very wise. 

LiJ Mi 
Year of the Boar 

1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007 
People born in this year are 
very good students. They are 
honest and brave. They always 
finish a project or assignment. 
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CIDNA'S BABY BUST: A dwindling birthrate and an 
aging populace force China to rethink its family-planning policy 
by Hannah Beech, Time 

Carol Yang is convinced she has it 
all. Her mother, steeped in a 

different era's values, isn't so sure. 
True, Yang has a cushy job at an inter
national public relations firm, travels to 
exotic locales like Nepal and, most 
important in these divorce-prone times, 
is married to a loving husband. 

But Yang doesn't have children, and 
her mother worries, as mothers will. 
'She thinks that I'm not a complete 
woman if! don't have kids', says Yang, 
a 33-year-old General Manager at Hill 
& Knowlton's Shanghai branch. 'But 
I tell her that times have changed and 
that children are no longer the measure 
of a successful woman.' 

Such an attitude should hearten 
China's draconian womb police, who 
have spent two decades trying to 
control the nation's burgeoning popu
lation through any means possible. 
They've succeeded remarkably well. 
The average Chinese woman has two 
kids today, compared with six children 
30 years ago. 'For all the bad press, 
China has achieved the impossible', 
says Sven Burmester, the United 
Nations Population Fund representa
tive in Beijing. 'The country has solved 
its population problem.' 

But this solution has spawned a host 
of new problems. China's population 
will start declining from 2042, accord
ing to UN statistics. In the nation's 
fast-paced cities, the one-child policy 
has morphed into a no-child philosophy. 

While country folk still pine for a 
large family to plough the fields, city 
dwellers - the very people that China 
hopes will power its economic engine 
-are eschewing the delivery room alto
gether. In Beijing and Shanghai the 
population would be shrinking were it 
not for an influx of migrants from the 
countryside. 

Such alarming news has shaken 
China's usually torpid parliament into 
action. This summer, the rubber-stamp 
body proposed amending its one-child 
policy so that some urban couples can 
have a second child. It also suggested 
letting each province decide how many 
children a family could have. 'A one
size-fits-all family-planning policy doesn't 
work', says Zhao Baige, a Director 

By the middle of the century, China's 
population will be shrinking 
Projected growth rates in 2042 

Pakistan 1.03% 
India 0.41% 
Indonesia 0.35% 
China -0.26% 
Japa_n. -0.59% 

Sou-ce: UN Wood Popun~on Prospectus, 2CCO Fl8\.1si011 

General at the State Family Planning 
Commission. 'China is a large place 
with diverse citizens and diverse needs.' 

The need for family-planning re
form is most apparent in China's cities, 
which are springing into the modern 
age with few of the usual safety nets 
attached. The first generation of 'little 
Emperors', the coddled offspring of the 
one-child policy, are reaching adult
hood, and many are showing distress
ingly little sense of family obligation. 
'They're rebelling against all concept of 
family', says sociologist Li Yinhe. 

A record high 29% of urban twenty
somethings profess little interest in 
marriage or children, according to a 
market research poll. In a once unthink
able breach of Confucian tradition, 
many are even refusing to care for their 
elders. China's greying population is 
estimated to peak in 2040 and the 
nation has no mechanism to finance its 
welfare. 

Even those young men who are 
interested in starting a family are 
finding themselves stymied. Two 
decades of infanticide and sex-based 
abortions carried out by a populace 
that favours males over females has 
drastically skewed the nation's gender 
balance. There are now 117 boys born 
for every 100 girls, compared with a 
ratio of 105 to 100 globally. 

'Every girl I meet ha, already had 
several marriage offers', says Gong 
Min, a 24-year-old computer salesman 
from Beijing. In some rural areas the 
situation has become so bad that a 
trade in abducted brides is burgeoning. 

Last year, 110 000 women were 
freed during a crackdown on human 
trafficking, but millions more will never 
be found. 'When we started our family
planning policy 20 years ago, we had 
no idea of the social problems that 
would follow', concedes Zhao of the 
State Family Planning Commission. 

'Now we must address the conse
quences.' 

But the proposed family-planning 
amendment may be little more than a 
token gesture. In truth, the one-child 
policy has already been slowly dis
mantled, especially in rural China. 
Certainly some women are still forced 
to abort late-term foetuses in remote 
rice paddies, so that family-planning 
officials can hew to population quotas. 

But, in general, most peasants are 
already allowed to have two children -
if the first is either handicapped or a 
girl. Ethnic minorities like Tibetans 
have never had any limits on family 
size. And in the teeming cities, only 
children are themselves allowed to 
produce two progeny if they marry 
another only child. Indeed, the bill 
under debate in China's National 
People's Congress only legalises- and 
perhaps enhances -what has been de 
facto practice in recent years. 

Still, by formalising its family
planning policies on a national level, 
China hopes to combat one major 
problem: corruption. In villages, local 
officials routinely slap arbitrary fines 
on citizens with extra children, and 
share profits with doctors who push 
patients to get sterilised. By bringing 
decision-making closer to the grass
roots level, Beijing hopes to eliminate 
the opportunity for graft. 

But none of this addresses the larger 
problems caused by two decades of 
social manipulation. Ironically for a 
developing country, China is now faced 
with a decidedly First-World problem: 
a declining fertility rate combined with 
a rapidly greying population. 'Instead 
of tinkering with family-planning 
policy, China needs to tackle its social 
welfare system', says a Peking Univers
ity professor. 'We need to figure out 
who is going to take care of our parents 
and grandparents.' 

In addition, merely loosening rules 
on urbanites isn't going to convince 
people like Carol Yang to suddenly go 
forth and procreate. 'It used to be that 
if you didn't have kids people assumed 
it was because you couldn't', says Yang. 
'But now people realise it's your own 
personal lifestyle choice.' That's a 
choice too many Chinese may now be 
making. !!!I 
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WHERE THE BOYS ARE: China is confronting a 
massive social problem: Too many unmarried men. 
What will result - an improvement in women's status? Or a replay of the Nian 
Rebellion of the mid-1800s, when surly gangs of bachelors roamed the land? 
by Jason Dean, Asian Wall Street Journal 

HUAILAI, CHINA- Luo Zhendong 
doesn't seem like the kind of kid who 
will have trouble finding a wife. 
Slouching against a wall outside his 
school in this dusty rural county, the 
14-year-old seems a bit awkward, per
haps, but handsome and self-confident 
enough. 'I'm not worried', he says. 

But for Mr Luo and millions of 
other young Chinese males, finding a 
spouse is likely to be tougher than they 
realise. More than 20 years into its 
'one-child' policy, China is bracing for 
an unwelcome side effect: a massive 
surplus of men. Since the mid-1980s, 
Chinese parents have been having, on 
average, between ll1 and 115 boys for 
every 100 girls. In the next decade 
these boys will begin to come of age 
and up to 10 million, many of them 
China's poorest, will find themselves 
odd men out. 

Some speculate the scarcity could 
raise women's traditionally low status 
in China ( a notion many women's advo
cates reject). More fanciful predictions 
say the surplus of males could spur the 
spread of polyandry - having more 
than one husband at a time. But grim
mer forecasts posit a rise in prostitu
tion, widespread mental illness, and the 
destabilising influence of millions of 
unattached young men. 

'Men without families are danger
ous', says Chen Shengli, spokesman for 
the State Family Planning Commission, 
summing up the government's fears. 
'They may get up to no good.' 

Nobody is certain what will happen 
because, while China's problem isn't 
unique in history, there is no precedent 
for it on this scale. By 2010, after Mr 
Luo and others at the leading edge of 
the boy-bubble generation have reached 
marriage age, about nine million young 
men will be unable to find a wife, re
searchers say. (This doesn't include 
divorced and widowed men looking to 
remarry.) 

For a hint of what that might mean, 
some demographers have looked as far 
afield as rural Ireland, which has had 

its own problems with young single 
men. Others look to events in China's 
own history, like the Nian Rebellion in 
the mid-1800s, when bands of dis
gruntled bachelors threatened the 
power of China's Imperial rulers. 

'Everybody is concerned' 
Demographers have known about the 
current looming boy bubble for years, 
but it took most of the past decade to 
get the government to respond. Now, 
says Mr Chen, 'it's a problem every
body is concerned about.' An anxious 
government has banned ultrasound 
examinations - used often to identify 
a baby's gender - except when medi
cally necessary, and has covered much 
of the countryside with love-your
daughter propaganda. 

But such measures appear to be 
having limited impact. Take Nanshan, 
a farming village east of Beijing: 
'Having a girl is as good as a boy', 
preach the slogans splashed on the 
brick walls of farmhouses in this part 
of Pinggu County. 'Girls are fine 
descendants too.' 

But slogans notwithstanding, villa
gers say the preference for boys persists. 
And the prejudice continues to be 
implicitly endorsed by a policy that 
permits second children for families 
whose first-born is a girl. 'Around here 
you get ridiculed if you don't have a 
boy', says 55-year-old Liu Guoxiong to 
the nods of his neighbours. 

They also say ultrasounds, while 
restricted, are easily obtained at the 
county clinic, so long as you know the 
doctor. 'That's illegal, but it does 
happen', concedes Ms Kong, Nan
shan's number-two Communist Party 
official. 'If people go through the back 
door, then I don't know about it.' 

The ultrasound effect 
This issue is sensitive for China's 
government, which acknowledges the 
problem but insists it isn't linked to its 
one-child population policy. Officials 
argue that female infanticide - the 
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killing of unwanted girl babies-has a 
much longer history in China than 
Communist rule. And, they note, 
similar gender imbalances have 
cropped up in South Korea and Tai
wan, both of which share China's 
Confucian heritage but not its strict 
birth-control policies. 

Yet most demographers say China's 
one-child policy has helped propel it 
towards the predicament it now faces. 
Gender imbalances in East Asia have 
happened mainly because birth rates 
fall faster than societies can change 
their ancient preference for boys. As 
the birth rate drops, more parents use 
abortion to ensure that fewer tries 
doesn't deprive them of a male heir. 

China, unlike its neighbours, has 
driven down its population growth on 
purpose. Its army of family planning 
workers made ultrasound machines 
and abortion equipment ubiquitous in 
the countryside in the 1980s, enabling 
doctors in every far-flung hamlet to 
peek into the womb and abort female 
foetuses a, the family so desires. People 
who already have one daughter have 
been especially eager to use this 
method. For babies in these families, 
the ratio of boys to girls is as high as 
130-to-100. 

'For a long time the preference was 
there, but then they could keep having 
kids until they had the boy', says Gu 
Baochang, a US-trained researcher at 
the Population Information Resource 
Centre, a government-funded think
tank. 'But now they have to have the 
son within the limited number of 
children they are allowed.' 

No one knows precisely how 
skewed the sex ratio is now. In 1990, 
the last major census jarred demo
graphers, showing that the sex ratio had 
jumped to almost 115 baby boys for 
every 100 girls. By 1994 that had risen 
to I 16. But little new statistical 
evidence has been gathered since. 
Demographers like Dr Gu, already 
convinced of the depth of the problem, 
say they are now more focused on 



trying to fix it. Everyone awaits the 
results of China's fifth census, which 
starts on 1 November, and should start 
yielding new data by next summer. 

Some say that data may uncover a 
pleasant surprise: pockets of undis
covered girls. Hoping to give them
selves another shot at having a boy 
without paying the State's stiff fines for 
extra children (upwards of $2500 or 
more), many parents may have hidden 
their baby girls from census workers, 
demographers say. In the current 
census, Beijing has made it a central 
point to avoid such flaws through more 
rigorous training of data collectors. 

Yet few expect it to show substantial 
improvement. In fact, says Zhu Chuz
hu, a senior population researcher 
based in Shanghai, the gender gap 
among children is probably worse than 
birth ratios indicate. Because of neg
lect and second-rate healthcare, China's 
girls are more likely to die in infancy 
than boys, a reversal of the normal 
trend. 'If you add the higher death rate 
for girls to the higher birth rate for 
boys', she says, 'it's one disaster after 
another.' 

Worrying symptoms of what may 
be in store are already evident. Even 
now, well before the boy bubble 

matures, there is a shortage of available 
brides in much of the countryside, as 
young women flee to the promise of the 
cities. The result is that hundreds of 
thousands of women are abducted by 
gangs that sell them to men desperate 
for wives. 

Moreover, China's boy bubble is 
maturing just as another demographic 
time bomb ticks down. The sharp drop 
in birth rates has meant that a growing 
share of the population is elderly. 
Where once these folk had a brood of 
married children to look after them, 
now many will rely on a single son. 

Dudley Poston, a sociology pro
fessor at Texas A&M University who 
studies China's population, cites the 
boy-o's of rural Ireland as a possible 
precedent. Studies of these youngest 
Irish sons, whom tradition dictated 
were to stay single and care for their 
parents, have found substantially higher 
rates of alcoholism and schizophrenia. 
Professor Poston argues that similar 
ailments may plague the bachelors of 
the boy-bubble generation, as many as 
one in ten of whom could find 
themselves 'forever a boy-o, and never 
a man', as the Irish saying puts it. 

Historians can cite evidence of what 
has already happened in parts of China 

when there were too few women. In 
the Nian Rebellion of the 1800s, for 
example, rootless bands of poor angry 
bachelors made up the raiding parties 
that terrorised villagers and threatened 
Qing dynasty rule in eastern China. 
The rebellion dragged on for seventeen 
years before the government finally 
quashed it. 

What can be done to prevent 
China's current problem from getting 
so out of control? Mr Chen says the 
government is working on a tough new 
family-planning law, but details are 
sketchy. China's rising divorce rate 
may help too, by expanding the pool 
of single people of both sexes. And 
some countries have imported brides, 
although in China the brideless men are 
too many, and too poor, for such meas
ures to be effective. 

Ultimately the best bet will be for 
women to enjoy equal status in the 
countryside, as they do now in much 
of urban China. In rural Anhui 
Province, Professor Zhu from Shanghai 
is using government poverty funds and 
assistance from a state bank to fund 
microcredit programs. 'The only way 
we'll raise women's status', she says, 'is 
to improve their earning power.' 

l!j 

FOUNDLINGS FROM REFUSE TO REFUGE 
There's cause for guarded hope for discarded girls 
writes Lynne O'Donnell for The Weekend Australitm, 29-30 July 2000 

G uoqing was found pink and 
screaming in a bin at a garbage 

dump a short drive from the gleaming 
glass and steel fa9ade of Beijing's 
Potemkin-like city centre. 

It was 1 October last year, the day 
the country's President had chosen to 
secure himself a place in history with 
a surreal parade of military might to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of Mao Zedong's Communist 
China. 

Guoqing was named for the 
occasion meaning National Day. 
Like her four sisters, she was found sick 
and squirming among the piled-up filth 
that characterises the Xinzhuang area 
of Beijing's eastern suburbs. 

Chen Rong, who makes her living 
foraging in the filth, picked up the baby, 
took her home and gave her a family. 

'I can't bear to see children aban-

doned', she said. The five little girls 
were all tossed onto the garbage by 
parenLs who didn't want them. 

Each is less than perfect: Guoqing, 
l, has a harelip; Guomiao, 2, and 
Enhui, 3, have cleft palates; Sien, 4, has 
a heart problem; Simeng, 6, is in good 
health but was found in mid-winter 
almost frozen to death, having been 
thrown into a bin behind the Beijing 
Hotel in the city's centre. 

Worst of all, they are girls in a 
society that prefers boys and places 
strict restrictions on the number of 
children each family can have. 

Chen Rong and her husband, Lao 
Ye, their own two sons aged 10 and 12, 
and the five foundlings - nine in all -
live in a tiny brick hut on the edge of 
Chaoyang, one of Beijing's least salu
brious suburbs. 

A world removed from the high-rise 

apartment blocks and imported sedans 
on the shiny boulevards just a few kilo
metres away, here the unmade roads 
are lined with mountains of garbage 
that hum in the scorching summer sun 
beneath clouds of black flies. 

Behind a red wooden gate that leads 
into a small yard, the family's two 
rooms are crammed with the pickings 
of the garbage dumps - clothes, toys, 
cots, a bicycle or two, a scruffy white 
kitten, an old electric fan. 

In her effort to make it a home, 
Chen Rong has planted geraniums in 
pots that sit in the afternoon sun which 
warms the yard. A hen clucks in a cage. 

Inside, on a makeshift bench covered 
with cardboard, the three naked babies 
are fast asleep. Among them is Guo
qing, her four milk teeth clearly visible 
through the gaping cleft in her top lip. 
The two older girls play nearby. 
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On the wall above a tap that per
petually drips into an open sluice is a 
poster of one big red Chinese character, 
ai. It means love. 

Lao Ye said he could only guess that 
the girls' physical defects or sex were 
the reasons their parents had thrown 
them out like so much garbage. But 
one thing of which he was sure: they 
were hard-hearted people, they had no 
love or affection for their own children, 
and they treated them with such cruelty. 

A couple of the children were found 
with notes pinned to their flimsy 
clothing detailing their dates of birth, 
he said. 'I had hoped this would help 
us track down their parents, but why 
would anyone come forward and say 
they'd thrown their baby onto a rubbish 
tip? It's against the law to abandon 
children, so how could they dare?' he 
said. 'For the others, I just wrote down 
where and when they were found. 
That's the best we could do.' 

The oldest girl, Simeng, knew all the 
younger ones had been found in the 
garbage and she once asked us if that's 
where she came from, Lao Ye said. 
'We haven't told her where she's from 

in case she can't bear to know. We told 
her she is our own child.' 

Lao Ye and Chen Rong receive little 
official help in looking after the babies 
they have rescued from the rubbish 
heap. Both fierce patriots, Chen Rong 
is a member of the ruling Communist 
Part, while Lao Ye was nan1ed a model 
worker in the 1960s while teaching at 
the Communist Labour University in 
south-eastern Jiangxi province. 

They moved to Beijing in the 1970s 
and for years lived downtown as a care
taker for an elderly professor from the 
prestigious Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. But when the neighbourhood 
was torn down to make way for yet more 
high-rise office blocks and upscale 
shopping centres, life really fell apart. 

Xinzhuang was the only place the 
family could find to live - and rum
maging through the garbage was the 
only living they could make. 'We never 
dreamed we'd find children among the 
garbage', Lao Ye said. 'But when we 
did, naturally we took them home and 
accepted them a, our own. They are 
living people, how could we possibly 
leave them there?' 

Picking through the detritus dis
carded by the burgeoning middle class 
of a Third World capital rarely brings 
in enough cash to feed a family of nine 
and pay a monthly rent of 400 yuan 
($80), Lao Ye said, so they mostly rely 
on the kindness of strangers. 

'All our furniture has been given to 
us. Beijing Television came to see us last 
year and after they broadcast a story a 
lot of people have been to visit', he said. 

Some of the medical treatment for 
the girls has been done free of charge 
or paid for by others. 

The local education committee has 
said that Simeng can start school in 
September, and has waived the usual 
fees. 

Chen Rong praised the local police, 
whom she said often visited with gifts 
of toys, including bikes and tricycles for 
the children. 

Most significantly, the babies have 
been registered and issued with the all
important hukou, or residence permit, 
that allows them to legitimately live, 
and be educated in, Beijing. 

One-child rule puts newborns in danger 
Lynne O'Donnell, The Weekend Australian, 29-30 July 2000 

China's one-child policy, the preva
lence of prostitution, and the 

swelling ranks of migrants without 
rights or permanent jobs living on the 
fringes of the large cities have resulted 
in the abandonment of growing num
bers of newborn babies. 

To many young women pregnancy 
is an inconvenience that need not lead 
to an obligation. At dinner tables Beijing 
yuppies talk casually of friends who 
have had five or more abortions, and 
young men who believe condoms 
offend their masculinity, fail to see the 
problem. 

For those who cannot organise a 
termination, or are too afraid of abort
ing a life, the next-best option is to place 
the newborn infant in the rubbish and 
walk away. In a country where social 
and economic pressures often combine 
with profound ignorance, the practice 
of abandoning children is not unusual. 

Officials say the thousands of 
children found on urban streets each 
year are most likely born to ill-educated 
migrant rural workers. They see their 
baby with a cleft palate or a strawberry 
birthmark and have no idea what it is. 

All they can think of is the expense of 
medical treatment or the child's future 
inability to marry, said one Chinese 
official. Or, bound by the traditional 
preference for boys, a couple might not 
want the expense of bringing up two or 
more children, so they throw the girl 
away and try again for a boy. 

According to customary beliefs, a 
boy will look after his parents in their 
old age, but a girl becomes a member 
of her husband's family. 

Many areas in China are gradually 
easing the draconian family planning 
policy, introduced in the early 1980s, 
of limiting families to one child each. 
This was an effort to curb the rapid 
population growth that had been en
couraged by the misguided prejudices 
of Mao Zedong. 

The State Family Planning Com
mission says that of China's 300 million 
children aged younger than 14, only 
60 million are from single-child fami
lies. To ensure that a national census 
later this year accurately records the 
population, some cities have decreed 
that parents will not be punished if they 
register children born outside the 
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family planning regulations. As a result, 
China's population could come as high 
as 1-5 billion. Nevertheless the policy 
has helped create an imbalance of the 
sexes that experts estimate has widened 
to a ratio of 120 : 100 in favour of boys, 
a demographic disaster. 

A clarion call for officialdom to 
wake up to the problem was issued at 
last year's meeting of the National 
People's Congress, China's parliament, 
by the country's former family planning 
minister, Peng Peiyun. Ms Peng pleaded 
with her former colleagues to act quick
ly. 'The issue of abandoned babies has 
already become a social problem that 
cannot be ignored', she said. 

Indeed, the impact of the imbalance 
is already being felt, as authorities 
battle to contain the widespread re
emergence of feudal practices the Com
munist Party once proudly boasted it 
had wiped out - notably the kidnap
ping of girls and women for sale as 
wives for rural men, or worse, as child
bearers for entire villages, and the kid
napping and sale of baby boys as sons. 

~ 



LI1TLE GOODY TWO SHOES 
A rural community, beset with pollution and a declining population, decided it 
was time to turn things around. The method? A revival of the ancient art of 
clog-making, coupled with more than a dash of artistic inventiveness. 
by Anita Huang & Kant Chang, Taipei Review, January 2001 

Ti-ti-ta, ta-ta-ti 
Give me a small pair of clogs 
Childhood beckons summers forsaken 
To play a game long forgotten 
From one lane to the other 
Ti-Ii-ta-la ta-la-ti-li 

from Wooden Clogs Ensemble: Ti~ti-ta, 
(1982), by Yu Kwang-chung 

Childhood was the inspiration for 
this poem, but near the town of 

Suao in Ilan County, on the north
eastern coa~t of Taiwan, it is not so 
much a remote memory as a vivid 
description of daily life. 

Baimi (meaning 'white rice') is 
sandwiched between the Central Range 
and the Pacific, bisected by a stream. 
Its official name is Yungchun (Eternal 
Spring) Village, about 5 m2 in extent, 
and home to approximately a thousand 
residents. For them, time seems to 
have stopped half a century ago. 

Regardless of the latest modish out
fits, or even the common conveniences 
of modern life, they continue to wear 
wooden clogs - footwear that today's 
urban youngsters have scarcely heard 
of. But these clogs are more than an 
outmoded necessity. They have become 
canvases on which Baimians can give 
expression to their creativity. 

The thirty or so inhabitants who 
manufacture clogs part-time bring so 
much imagination to the painting of 
their brightly-coloured footwear that 
they have managed to completely over
turn stereotypical perceptions of clogs 
as being dull, heavy, and unwieldy. 
Styles are both concrete and abstract. 
Subjects range from indigenous flora 
and fauna, rustic vistas, portraits, and 
the latest additions to the repertoire of 
cartoon characters on children's tele
vision. How did all this come about? 

The area has an interesting history. 
According to local legend, the first 
settlers came during the Ching dynasty 
- the evidence suggests this was prob
ably in about 1820. They worked long 
and hard, but harvests were meagre. 

Just as they were verging on starva
tion, a deity took pity on the populace 

and placed an earthen grain urn at the 
foot of the nearby mountain. From 
then on clean, wholesome grain gushed 
out of the urn every day, in quantities 
that were just enough to sustain the vil
lage. This continued for some time, 
until one night greed prompted a vil
lager to try to hoard the grain. 

He broke the urn, only to find it 
empty. That was the last the villagers 
saw of their 'free lunch', and thereafter 
only the name Baimi survived to remind 
them of nature's bountiful generosity. 

Things are very different now. A 
popular saying in Baimi-'Overflowing 
grain in days of yore, white sand flying 
now' highlights the community's plight. 
The village is situated in the heart of 
the nation's largest lime production 
region, which annually extracts two mil
lion tons of a product rich in calcium 
carbonate that is used in products as 
disparate as toothpaste and rubber 
shoes. 

Here, at one of the largest quarries 
in East Asia, Taiwan Cement Corp. 
and some fifteen other companies are 
responsible for 85% of Taiwan's lime 
quarrying industry. This creates a lot 
of dust, or baisha (white sand), which 
shrouds Baimi in a fog, permeating the 
air and clouding the water. 

In many ways it is a depressing 
place. Quarrying activities are every
where, often separated from residential 
homes by only the width of a narrow 
road. Monster trucks barrel their way 
down the only thoroughfare, roiling 
lime and dust, two hundred times a day. 
And the white powder coats everything, 
everyone, sapping their health and 
spirits. 

New environmental regulations 
mandate gradual reduction in particu
late output, but as yet there are no signs 
of improvement in Baimi, scourged by 
this particularly unpleasant form of 
industrial pollution. 

Lin Jui-mu, head of the Baimi 
Development Committee, points to the 
flakes coating leaves and branches of 
the trees alongside the road and says 

Bringing new life to an old concept. 
In Baimi, clogs have become a 
means of artistic expression rather 
than an outmoded daily necessity. 

that Baimi has the highest rate of dust 
pollution on the island. Residents, 
faced with the twin prospects of deter
iorating quality of life and a population 
haemorrhage, decided that something 
must be done. 

First they needed a voice, so in 1994 
they formed the Baimi Development 
Committee. The members began by 
cleaning up their homes and the imme
diate vicinity, including foliage from the 
neighbourhood's trees and the ground 
itself. Nothing daunted, they contin
ually swept the streets and unblocked 
the drains, trying to shame the quarry 
owners into taking action. 

T hen somebody had a brainwave. 
Community self-determination 

was all very well, but it needed a symbol 
of some kind. The traditional wooden 
clog, sturdy and hard-wearing, was the 
ideal solution. 

During the Japanese occupation 
and for at least a decade after that, 
clogs were necessities of life. Only the 
inexorable march of modernisation, 
coupled with dwindling raw materials, 
put an end to the area's once thriving 
clog industry. Might it not be revived 
as part of the artistic, cultural, and his
torical heritage of Baimi? 

At the 1996 Ilan County Fair, a 
delegation of Baimi residents set up a 
stall where they encouraged people to 
express their creative ideas by painting 
wooden clogs. The packaging of these 
clogs in novelty gift boxes attracted the 
attention of the county government, 
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which ordered a few pairs to give to its 
distinguished foreign visitors. Buoyed 
by their success, the committee ran 
another stall at the 1997 Dan Community 
Exhibition, where they won kudos for 
the best product manufactured by a 
community-based industry. 

Suddenly clogs were 'in'. Some of 
the local lime companies let villagers 
use their empty buildings rent-free, as 
a kind of compensation for making so 
much mess. Baimi at once put them 
to good use: 1998 saw the completion 
of a classroom where the younger 
generation could learn how to make 
clogs, an exhibition centre, the Wooden 
Clog Quarterly (a community maga
zine), a management learning centre, 
and the Community Cooperative 
Association. 

The community's only thoroughfare 
is now a monument to the industry, 
with virtually every house displaying 
colourful decorations. Through the 
concerted efforts of understanding 
government officials, artisans, and 
ordinary inhabitants, Baimi has 
become the epitome of an artisans' 
community, one that specialises in 
wooden footwear. The cottage industry 
brings in about NT$200 000 (US$6250) 
a year, all earned from sales to tourists. 

A well-organised financial network 
supports these endeavours. Govern
ment subsidies, although covering a 
significant part of the cost, are not the 
whole story. Any Baimi resident is free 
to invest in the Community Coopera
tive Association, with voting rights 
reserved to those who purchase thirty 
or more shares. The association has a 
proper constitution, with an elected 
chairperson and a manager. The inten
tion is to foster a sense of identity with 
the clog industry in the populace at 
large, thus forging the community into 
a close-knit financial entity. 

The association also organises 
voluntary service teams to help the 
elderly and sick, and look after children 
while their parenls are at work. The 
women have devised a clog dance, 
which they perform at the community 
activity centre on holidays. Parents are 
encouraged to bring their children to 
learn how to make clogs and paint 
them. Even some of the paths around 
the community are paved with tiles 
designed and made by the villagers, 
each design representing the creative 
effort of a single household. 

In one sense, Baimi is well situated 

to benefit from Taiwan's developing 
domestic tourist industry, with ready 
access to major highways and proximity 
to the northern east-west railroad. 

The area, surrounded on three sides 
by rugged mountainous terrain, is rich 
in natural and cultural resources, inclu
ding a defensive underground tunnel 
and cannon platform constructed by 
Ching-dynasty soldiers towards the end 
of the nineteenth century, and a military 
burial ground. Unfortunately, however, 
the area's serious pollution problems 
have prevented the residents from capi
talising on their natural assets. 

Everybody knows that it will be im
possible to recapture the prosperity of 
the old days - the so-<:alled 'golden era' 
of clog-making. During the Japanese 
occupation, Baimi was already pro
ducing clogs in sufficient quantities to 
export to Taipei and other areas of Tai
wan. It was able to sustain this output 
because the soil in the area was just 
right for the Jiangmo tree (Sc/1effera 
octophylla), which produces an extremely 
hard wood, eminently suitable for 
manufacturing clogs. 

Five decades ago it was the Jiangmo 
tree that lured two craftsmen, Chen 
Hsinhsiung, 63, and Li Chien-chi, 70, 
to Baimi. They came as apprentices to 
learn the trade of making wooden clogs, 
and have remained lifelong friends and 
professional partners every since. 

'A clog is easy to make, but it's not 
so simple to make a good one', Chen 
says. Although a single sharp tool is 
sufficient to do most of the work, it is 
an unwieldy implement, and takes a lot 
of hard work and practice to learn how 
to use it properly. Their apprenticeship 
took three years and four months to com
plete. After that they knew 'the basics'. 

Now it takes each man just fifteen 
minutes to make a pair of clogs. The 
entire process can be completed in a 
single, uninterrupted series of actions 
-splitting a piece of wood in half, shav
ing the edges into perfectly symmetrical 
curves, replacing the axe on the work 
table, sweeping up the polisher, and 
finally nailing in the strap. 

Only a high-speed camera could 
hope to capture every detail of the work. 
'All that hard work I did as an appren
tice paid off in the end', Chen Hsin
hsiung says. 'In the golden era, I was 
making a hundred pairs of clogs a day 
and the orders still kept flooding in. 
We were known far and wide as "the 
clog twins".' 
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Chen has made more clogs than he 
could possibly count. He has fond 
memories of the old days, when wooden 
shoes were a necessity and a good pair 
of clogs would cost an average family 
several days' wages. People would only 
reluctantly part with them after they 
wore out. New pairs were considered so 
precious that many residents preferred 
to go barefoot or wear grass sandals 
while working, saving their best clogs for 
Lunar New year festivities or going into 
town. 

While the Japanese occupied Tai
wan, clogs were the most common kind 
of footwear in rural communities, and 
almost everyone wore clogs at some 
time or another whether they lived in 
the country or the city. 

Clogs were an important part of a 
woman's dowry. It was considered 
common courtesy to wear clogs when 
visiting neighbours, because the ti-li-ta 
sound they made told you that some
one was coming to the front door. The 
rhythmic noise was as distinctive as the 
person wearing the clogs. 

When the newly arrived Nation
alists banned the wearing of clogs in 
public facilities, because they were too 
pointed a reminder of the Japanese 
heritage, they were still worn at home. 

The end came with the rise of the 
petroleum industry and the consequent 
availability of cheap plastic shoes, 
which tolled the death knell for the 
wooden clog industry. Although 
Baimi's master craflsmen defended the 
use of Jiangmo wood as the most suit
able material for footwear -its dryness, 
lack of toxicity, resistance to damage, 
and even medicinal ability to inhibit 
foot fungus - low-cost petroleum-based 
plastic proved too much for them. 

Chen Hsin-hsiung took to making 
wooden chopping blocks, and Li Chien
chi got a job in the local lime industry. 
Baimi's former wooden-clog heyday 
survives only in the minds of the older 
villagers. 

Some of them think that the recent 
revival of the old traditions will do 
nothing to counter the deteriorating 
environment, pointing out that dust 
falls on clogs and leather shoes indis
criminately. 

Lin Jui-mu, however, thinks other
wise. 'Restoring the tradition has united 
the people here, giving them a common 
identity and a shared lifestyle', he says. 
'It's helped us stand back from our 
problems and see them more clearly.' 



BROKEN FAMILIES 
Hong Kong has an aging population and a declining birthrate. Salvation might 
lie in the reversal of government policy that keeps a rising proportion of the 
city's children trapped on the other side of a fence. 
by Gren Manuel 

Are the residents of Hong Kong too 
busy with politics to find time to 

procreate? 
The statistics seem to be saying so. 

In a population of nearly 7 million, the 
number of babies born in the last five 
years has fallen off dramatically from 
72 000 to just 52 000 annually. Mean
while, hospital maternity facilities are 
being cut back; and one of the largest 
department stores has stopped selling 
baby clothes for lack of business. 

International comparisons are stark. 
Hong Kong women average only 0-98 
babies in their lifetime-a figure dran1a
tically lower than Singapore's 1-2 and 
Japan's 1-34, and easily lower than any 
country tracked by the United Nations. 

But it's a deceptive picture. Living 
on the northern side of Hong Kong's 
border, in mainland China, are 400 000 
young people under age 20 all born of 
at least one Hong Kong parent. The 
problem is that they wait on a long, 
bureaucratic line before being allowed 
to migrate south. One academic here 
calls it Hong Kong's invisible Berlin 
Wall- a powerful divide that separates 
this aging city from its own native sons 
and daughters. 

Like other Asian societies, Hong 
Kong's population is fast greying as the 
workforce of the booming 1960s and 
1970s approaches retirement. But with 
perhaps half its young people removed 
from the economy, the crisis is made 
much worse. According to the figures, 
the number of Hong Kong people aged 
65 or older is rising at 5% a year, and 
those over age 85 is rising by nearly 8% 
a year. 

Yet in Hong Kong there's a strong · 
fear of the potential burden posed by 
those children and others waiting to 
cross over from mainland China-more 

Little Goody Two Shoes 
(continued from page 42) 

The golden era will not return, but 
as long as Baimi's new-found com
munity spirit continues to thrive, there 
is hope for the village. 

!!ll 

schools and housing to be built, more 
government aid for the jobless and 
poor, and therefore more taxes. And 
so the city keeps them at bay. 'It is a 
unique situation', says Paul Yip of the 
University of Hong Kong's Department 
of Statistics and Actuarial Science. 
'The usual statistics do not really reflect 
the fertility of Hong Kong people.' 

The baby problem stems from an 
unusual new chapter in Hong Kong's 
collecfr,e love life. Put simply, fewer and 
fewer Hong Kong men are marrying 
Hong Kong women. Instead they're 
seeking brides on the other side of the 
city's border. According to official 
statistics, around two out of five Hong 
Kong men getting married in 1999 did 
so in mainland China. 

Factor these 'missing babies' into 
Hong Kong's birthrate, as Dr Yip did, 
and the true picture becomes clear. 
Hong Kong people are having babies 
at a rate average for an industrialised 
society. They're just not having them 
in Hong Kong. 

There are a number of reasons why. 
Since China opened its doors in 1979, 
hundreds of thousands of Hong Kong 
men have been spending time at work 
over the border. Many of these men 
are earning salaries that, by Hong Kong 
standards, would be modest, making it 
difficult to raise a family. But the same 
income can readily support a wife and 
children in mainland China, where 
prices are dramatically lower. 

But fear of migration from China 
is great. So the government forbids 
these men from bringing their brides 
(and later, children) to Hong Kong 
without waiting as much as a decade 
or longer. Many men leave their wives 
and children in China, and visit on the 
weekends or when business allows. By 
contrast, if the bride was a resident of 
any other country, they could come to 
Hong Kong to live and work the day 
after the marriage. 

Hong Kong's unusual policy hit a 
roadblock when the territory's highest 
court struck it down as unconstitutional 
early last year. But the government 

Getting old 
How many people aged over 65 
must 100 working people support? 

40~----------

30 

20-+-------

10- - 1-- - - -- I-

-- ... . ... - ·-
o- '99 '04-'09'-'14-'19-'24'--'29 

Projection is based on current rate of 
migration and slight increase in fertility 
rate. 

Source: Hong Kong government projections, 
October 2000 

expressed alarm, and last June Beijing 
overturned the ruling. Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa justi
fied the move by saying the would-be 
immigrants presented a 'great burden'. 
A government campaign aimed at 
swaying public opinion against the 
court's ruling even included a calcu
lation of how much it would cost to 
process the migrant's sewage if they all 
started using toilets in Hong Kong 
instead of mainland China. 

As a result, Hong Kong's missing 
children and their other close family 
members enter the territory through a 
slow and corrupt quota system that 
allows only 150 to cross the border each 
day. That rate is nowhere near fast 
enough to shorten the queue, thanks to 
the massive number of cross-border 
marriages. 

Between the extremes of the current . 
quota system and the opening up of 
Hong Kong's borders to everyone with 
a Hong Kong parent, there are alterna
tives. Edward Tu, a Hong Kong-based 
academic and adviser to Taiwan on 
population policy, says Hong Kong 
could follow the lead of Taiwan and 
simply cherry-pick among the would
be immigrants, selecting the choicest 
candidates on grounds of age, and level 
of education or wealth. After all, one 
government survey last year estimated 

VOLUME 30 NUMBER 1 FEBRUARY 2002 43 



the number of people of mainland China 
who are children or grandchildren of 
a Hong Kong resident at J. 7 million. 
That leaves plenty to choose from. 

Dr Tu's computer models show that 
a moderate level of immigration -
say, a level high enough to make new 
migrants and their children 35% of the 
population by 2056-could solve many 
of Hong Kong's demographic problems. 

Although this sounds substantial, he 
says, in Hong Kong migrants assimilate 
quickly, particularly if they arrive when 
they are young. 

For Hong Kong this would be back 
to the future. One million people a 

decade flooded in from the North in 
the 1960s and '70s. That influx was the 
key factor turning this one-time hum
drum colonial trading post into an 
industrial power. 

Not everyone agrees that importing 
young people from China is the right 
approach. 'You should try and take the 
elderly population you've got and make 
them young, adding life to their years 
- not try and 'dilute' them', says 
Raymond Wu, one of the drafters of 
the city's post-handover constitution 
and a Hong Kong deputy to China's 
National People's Congress. 

And China's leaders might not be 

eager to let these young people leave 
the mainland he points out. After all, 
China too is facing a serious greying of 
its population, although the problem is 
less urgent. 

A battle for children between Hong 
Kong and China? In fact, as fertility 
rates fall worldwide this may be an 
increasingly common pattern. When 
governments attempt to raise fertility 
rates, they don't appear to have much 
success. 

Increasingly, economies are going 
to be competing not only for invest
ment, but also for the young people 
needed to stave off the crisis of aging. 

~ 

Chinese Ne-w- Year 
A unit of work compiled by Jim Lee, Parramatta West Public School (originally 26 February 1999) 

Pre-reading position 
Answer these questions quickly, responding with the first idea as 
it comes to mind. 

1. What do you associate with the rat? 

2. What does the red colour signify to you? 

3. Over how many days is the Chinese New Year celebrated? 

4. Is the Chinese New Year held over the same days every year of the 
Gregorian calendar? 

5. On what planetary body is the Chinese New Year calendar based? 

6. How many days are there in a lunar month? 

7. How many days are there in a lunar year? 

8. How many years are there in a Chinese zodiac cycle? 

9. Give a name of a Chinese household god? 

10. Name a traditional sweet eaten over the Chinese New Year? 
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CCH][NJESJE 
NJEWYJEAIR 

Introduction 
Chinese all over the world celebrate Chinese New Year this year on Friday, 
22 February 2002. It is an auspicious occasion for all families, for old and 
young, and for Chinese of all religions and creeds. 

This day marks a new start, with fresh hope of an even brighter year. Every 
care must be taken to ensure 'health, wealth and prosperity' are not impeded. 

People greet each other with Kong si fa cai (health and happiness to you). 
The festival is marked by loud joyous noise, bright colours, and feasting on 

traditional food over many days. 

lFlESTKVAlLS 
It is customary to celebrate Chinese New Year over 15 days. There are special 
events to be observed before and during the celebrations. 

23rd or 24th day 12th moon Kitchen God ascends to Heaven. 

30th day 12th moon Family reunion dinner after offerings to 

1st day 

1st - 5th days 

7th day 

1st - 10th day 

15th day 

gods and ancestors. Ushering in of the 
New Year. 

New moon New Year's Day - visits to elders and 
relatives; and giving of red packets. 

1st moon Worship God of Wealth; visit temples for 
good fortune; exchange home visits with 
friends (of all races). 

1st moon Birthday of Humanity. This is an important 
day which is celebrated in some countries 
by feasting on raw fish. 

1st moon Animals, food and humans are dedicated 
one day each, and honoured. 

1st moon Lantern Festival - marks the end of the 
Chinese New Year celebrations on the full 
moon. 
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CHINESE NEWYEAR 
The Chinese calendar is based on the cycle of the moon. 

On the first day of the month, the hairline-crescent moon appears, and the full 

moon appears on the fifteenth day. 
A lunar month can be 28 or 29 days. Twelve months make a lunar year. This lunar 

year can be 354 or 355 days. 
As the four seasons of the year follow the sun, a leap month ( of 29 days) regularly 

occurs in the lunar calendar so as to match with the solar (Gregorian) calendar. 
Twelve Oriental zodiac animals are each allotted to a year, in a twelve-year cycle. 

Each cycle is again associated with the five elements, forming a sixty-year complete 

cycle. 

FIVE ELEMENTS TWELVE ANIMALS 
Wood (strong willed) Rat Ox Tiger 

Fire (sensitivity) Rabbit Dragon Snake 

Earth (creativity) Horse Ram Monkey 

Metal (energy) Rooster Dog Pig 

Water (practicality) 

JFlri.dlay 22 February 2002 to lFlri.dlay 31 January 2003 
is the YEAR of the WA'flER HORSE 

THE ORIENTAL ZODIAC - a 6O-year cycle 

24 January 1936 to 10 February 1937 Fire Rat 

11 February 1937 to 30 January 1938 Fire Ox 

31 January 1938 to 18 February 1939 Earth Tiger 

19 February 1939 to 7 February 1940 Earth Rabbit 

8 February 1940 to 26 January 1941 Metal Dragon 
27 January 1941 to 14 February 1942 Metal Snake 
15 February 1942 to 3 February 1943 Water Horse 

4 February 1943 to 24 January 1944 Water Ram 

25 January 1944 to 11 February 1945 Wood Monkey 
12 February 1945 to 1 February 1946 Wood Rooster 

2 February 1946 to 21 January 1947 Fire Dog 

22 January 1947 to 9 February 1948 Fire Pig 
10 February 1948 to 28 January 1949 Fire Rat 
29 January 1949 to 15 February 1950 Fire Ox 
16 February 1950 to 5 February 1951 Metal Tiger 
6 February 1951 to 25 January 1952 Metal Rabbit 
26 January 1952 to 13 February 1953 Water Dragon 
14 February 1953 to 2 February 1954 Water Snake 
3 February 1954 to 23 January 1955 Wood Horse 
24 January 1955 to 10 February 1956 Wood Ram 
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RAT 

ox 

TIGER 

HORSE 

RAM 



I Chinese New Year 
11 February 1956 to 29 January 1957 

30 January 1957 to 17 February 1958 

18 February 1958 to 16 February 1959 

17 February 1959 to 27 January 1960 

28 January 1960 to 14 February 1961 

15 February 1961 to 4 February 1962 

5 February 1962 to 24 January 1963 

25 January 1963 to 12 February 1964 

13 February 1964 to 31 January 1965 

1 February 1965 to 20 January 1966 

21 January 1966 to 8 February 1967 

9 February 1967 to 28 January 1968 

29 January 1968 to 15 February 1969 

16 February 1969 to 5 February 1970 

6 February 1970 to 25 January 1971 

26 January 1971 to 14 February 1972 

15 February 1972 to 2 February 1973 

3 February 1973 to 23 January 1974 

24 January 1974 

11 February 1975 

31 January 1976 

18 February 1977 

7 February 1978 

to 10 February 1975 

to 30 January 1976 

to 17 February 1977 

to 6 February 1978 

to 27 January 1979 

28 January 1979 to 15 February 1980 

16 February 1980 to 4 February 1981 

5 February 1981 to 24 January 1982 

25 January 1982 to 12 February 1983 

13 February 1983 to 1 February 1984 

2 February 1984 to 19 February 1985 

20 February 1985 to 8 February 1986 

9 February 1986 to 28 January 1987 

29 January 1987 to 16 February 1988 

17 February 1988 to 5 February 1989 

6 February 1989 to 26 January 1990 

27 January 1990 to 14 February 1991 

15 February 1991 to 3 February 1992 

4 February 1992 to 22 January 1993 

23 January 1993 to 9 February 1994 

10 February 1994 to 30 January 1995 

31 January 1995 to 18 February 1996 

END OF ONE SIXTY-YEAR CYCLE 

Fire Monkey 
Fire Rooster 
Earth Dog 
Earth Pig 
Metal Rat 
Metal Ox 
Water Tiger 
Water Rabbit 
Wood Dragon 
Wood Snake 
Fire Horse 
Fire Ram 
Earth Monkey 
Earth Rooster 
Metal Dog 
Metal Pig 
Water Rat 
Water Ox 
Wood Tiger 
Wood Rabbit 
Fire Dragon 
Fire Snake 
Earth Horse 
Earth Ram 
Metal Monkey 
Metal Rooster 
Water Dog 
Water Pig 
Wood Rat 
Wood Ox 
Fire Tiger 
Fire Rabbit 
Earth Dragon 
Earth Snake 
Metal Horse 
Metal Ram 
Water Monkey 
Water Rooster 
Wood Dog 
Wood Pig 

( continued) 

MONKEY 

RABBIT 

DRAGON 

SNAKE 

ROOSTER 

DOG 

PIG 
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CHINESE NEW YEAR 
Start of the current 60-year cycle: 
14 February 1996 to 6 February 1997 Fire Rat 

7 February 1997 to 27 January 1998 Fire Ox 

28 January 1998 to 15 February 1999 Earth Tiger 

16 February 1999 to 4 February 2000 Earth Rabbit 

5 February 2000 to 23 January 2001 Metal Dragon 

24 January 2001 to 21 February 2002 Metal Snake 

22 February 2002 to 31 January 2003 Water Horse 

1 February 2003 to 21 January 2004 Water Ram 

22 January 2004 to 8 February 2005 Wood Monkey 

9 February 2005 to 28 January 2006 Wood Rooster 

29 January 2006 to 17 February 2007 Fire Dog 

18 February 2007 to 6 February 2008 Fire Pig 

THE CHINESE ORIENTAL ZODIAC 
Animals Charac-terist;ics 

RAT Popular and charming, thrifty, honest and trustworthy, a forward-going person. 

OX Patient, dependable, realistic, and hardworking. 

TIGER Brave, sensitive and a leader, a good and caring friend. 

RABBIT Good business acumen, selfless and affectionate, trustworthy, talented. 

DRAGON A winner - honest, lucky, energetic, excitable and a little eccentric. 

SNAKE Wise and clever, a profound thinker, not talkative, inclined to overdo things. 

HORSE Cheerful, gregarious, confident and quick-witted, ambitious and successful 
with money. 

RAM Artistic, a believer with deep conconviction, optimistic, helpful and 
compassionate. 

MONKEY A solver and inventor, intelligent, friendly, practical and with good common 
sense. 

ROOSTER Orderly and well-presented person, sober, conservative, a perfectionist, and 
loyal. 

DOG Faithful, unselfish and happy, very reliable, makes a good friend. 

PIG Good natured, chivalrous, studious and artistic, determined in action and 
makes a life-long friend. 

According to one of the stories behind the Chinese zodiac animals, it was claimed that 
Buddha summoned the animals of the forest. The rat was first to arrive, followed by the 
rest of the animals in the same order as the zodiac signs. 

Buddha immortalised them for their obedience in turning up - so placed them in this 
order. It is said that the cat was too lazy to get up from its sleep to attend the call, and 
therefore he missed out. 
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CHINESE NEW EAR 
The Kitchen God 
One week before the first day of the 
Chinese New Year, the Kitchen God 
ascends to Heaven to report to the Jade 
Emperor all the good and bad happenings 
in households for the year. 

Chinese worship the Kitchen God, who 
is believed to reside in an altar placed in 
the kitchen. They send him away at year's 
end by offering sweet cakes, preserved 
fruits and other fruits. 

Essentially, a niangao (sweet, sticky 
rice) offering must be given in the hope of 
making the Kitchen God's mouth so gluey 
that he will not be able to report too much, 
and that he might say only sweet things. 

Woodblock prints of the Kitchen God's 
image, paper horses and paper money are 

burned at the final send-off. As he 
ascends to Heaven on the rising smoke 
from the fire, peas and beans are thrown 
onto the roof to simulate the clatter of 
horses' hooves. 

On Chinese New Year's Eve, families will 
welcome back the Kitchen God with yet 
another ceremony, then place new pictures 
of him in the kitchen. 

New Year celebrations (custom and practice) 
Chinese New Year is celebrated from day 1 
to day 15 of the first lunar month. There 
are many traditions to be observed by 
Chinese all over the world during this phase. 

Households are swept clean before the 
first day of the Chinese New Year - to 
start anew and ensure good luck for the 
coming year. On the first few days of the 
Chinese New Year, brooms are kept out of 
sight and very little washing is done. Over 
this early period very little cooking is done 
- to ensure good luck is not driven away. 

All the gods (images) of the household 
are cleaned. Pictures, posters and prints 
of gods are replaced with new copies. 

On Chinese New Year's Eve, Chinese 
families gather for a weilu (reunion dinner), 
for which they are prepared to travel great 
distances in order to attend. 

Before this dinner begins, the table is 
set and offered to the ancestors -
prayers are said to invite them to attend. 

This is a reunion of the ancestors and the 
present generation. 

Plums, blossoms, red azaleas, and other 
ftowers are bought to ensure prosperity 
and longevity. Oranges and tangerines are 
in great demand at this time - they are 
used among families and friends in 
exchange of gifts as they symbolise gold. 

An octagonal tray, Tray of Togetherness, 
is often filled with all kinds of sweets and 
served to guests. The tray contains things 
like candied kumquats, lotus nuts, melon 
seeds, almonds, red dates, pomegranate 
seeds, honeyed jujubes and candied 
tangerines, all symbolising good wishes for 
fertility and long life. 
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CHINESE NEW YEAR 
Door Gods 
New menehen (Door God) prints are 
posted onto the central panel of each door 
on New Year's Eve. 

Carvings are cleaned or repainted, and 
placed at doors for protection of the 
family. This practice dates back to the 
second century AD. 

Red 
Hong-baa (red packets) containing 
money are given by elders to younger 
unmarried members of families. 
Children have a great time collecting 
them from family and relatives. 

Unmarried members do not give 
red packets, but in fact receive them. 
The recipient will first wish Kong Xi 
Fa Caito the elder, who will in return 
offer the red packet which 
symbolises wishes of'health, wealth 
and prosperity'. 

Dragon Dance 
The Dragon Dance is performed on 
the last day of the Chinese New Year 
celebrations (the 15th day), during 
the Lantern Festival on the first full 
moon of the year. 

The mythical dragon brings with 
it fertility and rain. With this festival 
ends the Chinese New Year celebrations. 

Lion Dance 
The Lion Dance and its accompanying noise 
are used to drive away this nian (demon). 
Today the Lion Dance is used to bring good 
luck in return for a Hong-baa (red packet). 

50 ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS JOURNAL 

Spring Couplets 
Calligraphers have a great time preparing 
for this period. Spring couplets are placed 
on doorposts for decoration and good luck. 

A spring couplet is a two-line verse, 
antithetically paired, such as: 

Big virtue united, heaven is strong 
Through compassion shared, earth is yielding. 

Post-reading position 
Now go back to the questions at the 
beginning, and answer them again. 

Written by Jim Lee 



CHINESE NEWYEAR 
TEACHING ACTIVITIES 

Writings 
1. You are present at a Kitchen God's report of a household to the Jade Emperor. Write this report. 

2. Identify similarities in the Chinese New Year celebrations with those of your own celebrations. 

3. Write a spring couplet consisting of two verse lines. The two lines should consist of opposites 
(antithesis), but must still carry positive meanings. The words must match each other in parts 
of speech. Write on red paper, with words reading vertically downwards. Each line should be 
written on a separate piece of paper. 

Predictions 
1. Using the chart of the Chinese Lunar Zodiac, find what animal you are born under. Examine the 

general characteristics assigned to the animal and verify how correct that is. 

2. Find the zodiac animal signs for children from K-6. Find the zodiac animal signs for members 
of the family. 

Drama 
1. Choreograph the drama of the Nian Demon according to the Chinese New Year legend. 

2. Perform a Lion Dance. 

Maths 
Work out the lunar calendar in relation to the Gregorian calendar. You will have to carry out some 
research to find your figures. 

Plants 
Collect some flowers. Then find other flowers and plants which are used by Chinese households over 
the Chinese New Year period. This will require investigation within the local community, at local Chinese 
shops, and even on the Internet. 

Countries 
List the cities and/or countries where Chinese people celebrate Chinese New Year. 

Realia 
Collect Realia from Chinese shopping centres: spring couplets, Kitchen Gods, Door Gods, New Year 
cards, lunar zodiac signs, New Year prints, pictures of the gods, 'health, wealth & prosperity' packets. 

Food 
Collect samples of food for the Tray of Togetherness. Collect those mentioned in this work unit, 
and research others. Taste the niangao. 

Internet 
1. Send an electronic Chinese New Year card: http://www.new-year.eo.uk/chinese/cards/cards.htm 

2. Chinese New Year information: 
http://deil.lang.uiuc.edu/web.pages/holidays/ChineseNewYear.html 

3. Research the Chinese horoscope: http://www.springsoft.com/chinese.htm 

4. New Year graphics from Yangliuging: http://www.chinapage.com/newyr.html 

5. http://festivals.com/newyear/index.htm 
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I CHINESE PAPERCUT PATTERNS I 

SCISSOR CUTS (from the Internet) 
Click on a pattern below to print out 
the larger version of that pattern. 

j 

Butterfies I 

Longevity 

Dancing 
Girls 

Chrysan
themums 

Flower 01 

i 
' l 

.. i 

i 
' . ·-·.. . .-- ·-·' 

; 
' 

-·"··-······- ____ ,. ____ -----·-· ---•-·- --- ··-·-···-·J 
I . . . -. 

Folded pattern of Flower 01 -
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Longevity pattern when 
paper is folded in half 

~~JI 
Folded 
pattern 
of girls 

\ 

Folded pattern of China 
~ chrysanthemum 



!CHINESE PAPERCUT FOLDING INSTRUCTIONS! 
This papercut pattern is from Chien Chi/, I Shu by K'o-wen Chiang, published in Taiwan #0032212-9 

ON THE INTERNET 
Go to ... l:IQrrui I Paoercuts I Postcards I ~ I §.earcti I Qrfillits 

1. Begin with a square piece 
of coloured paper. 

2. Turn a square of paper 
around to look like a 
diamond. Valley fold it 
in half from bottom to 
top, thereby making a 
triangle. Press it flat. 

3. Valley fold the bottom 
right-hand point over to 
top left. Valley fold the 
bottom left-hand point 
over to the top right. 

4. Below is how the creases 
of the fold look if you 
unfold step #3. 

Please no not unfold the paper. 

5. From step #3, fold it in 
half from side to side. 

6. Final triangle. 

1 i£1J~ D 
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CHINESE PAPERCUT PATTERN 
Chine6e Papercut folding in6truction6 for Double Happine66 

1. Begin with a square piece of red-coloured paper 
(for example, Brenex). 

2. Fold the square paper in half, 
with the coloured part facing 
inside the fold. 

3. Fold #2 once more equal to the width of the 
template. Ensure the continuous part of the 
paper on the fold of #2 is turned inwards. 

continuous end of 
paper on the fold 

Double Happiness 
pattern template 

Double Happiness pattern when unfolded 

4. Place the template onto the folded paper 
and TRACE the outline. 

5. Then CUT along the outline. ~ 

-
. 
~ 

Paper cut pattern submitted by Jim Lee, Parramatta West Public School (updated from 26 February 1999) 
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Australia, China and the World Trade Agreement 
Dr Stephen Morgan & David Ryan 
A landmark Sino-American deal 011 

China entering the WTO in November 
and the backlash from the recent WTO 
ministerial meeting in Seattle prompted 
this write-up from economists Dr Stephen 
Morgan and David Ryan. 

M any writers on the new mil
lennium fall into the trap of 

appearing to believe that because we 
are entering a new century and a new 
decade, there will be wholesale change 
to everything. Whilst technology, busi
ness models, and work patterns are 
changing-some of them revolution
ising many accepted paradigms and 
the colour of our world-many will not 
change very much at all. 

A possible exception is China's 
admission to the World Trade Agree
ment (see box). For the first time 
China will permit private trade in 
agriculture. Export subsidies will be 
eliminated. Australian producers of 
agricultural commodities including 
wheat, rice and barley will have direct 
access to customers, avoiding the 
middlemen and 'trading rights' barrier. 
The abolition of this barrier will also 
allow foreign investors to directly 
export their goods from China. 

Perhaps most importantly, markets 
for services will be opened. These 
markets include telecommunications, 
insurance, banking, and securities, as 
well as professional services such as 
accounting and management consult
ing. China's general acceptance of the 
new rules of international trade will 
have many economic and social im
pacts on China and Australia. 

Economists agree that there will be 
a very significant expansion in world 

About the World Tracie Agreement 
(previously known as GATT -the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) 

Contrary to many impressions, the World Trade Agreement is not overly 
concerned with free trade. The Agreement is really about creating a set of 
transparent 'rules of engagement' for trade between sovereign nations. 

Currently many nations have domestic barriers to entry that prohibit or make 
trade difficult in order to protect domestic firms. These include rules on product 
packaging, labelling, design, testing and approval as well as quotas (an artificial 
fixed limlt of foreign 'units' permitted into a country), tariffs (a tax on imports), and 
subsidies (paid to domestic producers to decrease the market price). 

The Agreement replaces this deliberatety confusing and difficult mess of 
policies into an 'upfront' single tariff on imports. It therefore brings 'internal 
regulations' into line with World Standards. Because the barriers for foreign trade 
and investment.are now less obtuse, trade is colloquially said to be more 'free'. 

There are many implications of protection policy, especially concerning 
distribution of weallh from efficient firms to unprofitable sectors and the growth 
of self-serving bureaucracy to achieve this distribution, however space does not 
permit this discussion. 

For many years China appeared to 
be adopting the Japanese policy of 
protecting farmers in particular from 
world competition. However the 
Japanese drought of 1996 allowed 
China to see the downside of the 'Food 
Security' policy. When prices became 
volatile in the next few seasons it was 
the smaller farmers who were most 
hurt. Although China is the world's 
largest producer of grain, farmers have 
been encouraged to switch to higher 
value agriculture such as temperate 
fruit crops. This may be good news for 
wheat farmers, but not for Murray
Darling irrigators. 

The biggest changes brought by the 
Agreement are in the services sector. 
Although direct foreign investment is 
limited, China's State-owned telecom
munications, finance, and insurance 
firms will face increasing competition 

from multinationals. Recent strong 
trends show Australia's small and 
medium service firms doing well in 
China-in contrast to the much
publicised experience of some of 
Australia's largest firms. The opening 
of the service sector has seen an influx 
of law firms, architects, audiovisual 
producers, management consultants, 
banks and brokers. 

trade, however the increase ~----------~-------, 

The new rules of trade give the 
reformers in China a lever with which 
to apply pressure to inefficient State
owned firms. New firms such as 
Legend Computing are flourishing
becoming one of the largest and most 
profitable in the world. However, 
raising the productivity hurdle means 
some firms, in particular the State
owned enterprises, will not compete. 
Especially vulnerable are firms in the 
telecommunications, banking, finance, 
and insurance industries. 

is subject to debate. What 
we do know is that for the 
five years from 1992 
through 1997, China was 
the destination of choice 
for the world's investors, 
second only to the USA. 
Much of this investment 
was in anticipation of 
taking advantage of 
Chinese manpower to 
produce labour-intensive 
packaged bulk commodi- "ccc'l,=il=w=:'i=a=c=ce=s.='iio=,=, t=o=,,=,,==Wor/d Trade Organisation 
ties and man ufacturect· will mean the elimination of export subsidies, and 
goods for export. is good news/or Australia's services sector. 

Dr Stephen Morgan is a lecturer, 
Department of Management, at the 
University of Melbourne, and chair of the 
University's China Country Forum. 

Having recently undertaken projects for 
clients in China and Hong Kong, AsiaJink 
Circle member David Ryan, creates and 
manages commercial joint-ventures of 
multinational technology firms to introduce 
new products and services to new markets 
and clients. Most work is with national 
telecommunications and secure computer 
networks, although he has also recently 
worked in biotechnology and shipping. 

Asia/ink 
~ 
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China and the pepper trade 
T'ien Ju-K'ang 

Before the fifteenth century, pepper 
was considered a rarity. In Europe 

it was literally worth its weight in gold, 
and was often used for the payment of 
customs duties, rents, taxes, and even 
court fines. In China it was as highly 
valued for medicinal purposes as gin
seng and cassia bark are today. 

During the Tang dynasty, in the 
thirteenth year ofDali (778), the Prime 
Minister Yan Zai was executed for the 
crime of collusion with foreign countries 
and bribery committed by his sons. His 
property, when confiscated, turned out 
to include five hundred Jiang (ounces) 
of stalactites and eight hundred dam 
(piculs) of pepper. The fact that pepper 
is mentioned together with stalactites, 
one of the most valuable drugs of the 
time, is an indication of the high value 
placed on the spice. 

From that time the expression 'eight 
hundred piculs of pepper' came to be 
synonymous with richness and luxury. 
Among the poems of Su Dongpo, the 
following verse is to be found: 
One ounce of pepper will season many a plate,· 
What should we do with eight hundred wei'ght? 

In China, pepper's change from a 
precious commodity to one in com

mon use came about as the result of 
Zheng He's voyages. In Europe, the 
discovery of the sea route to India by 
Vasco da Gama in 1498 had an equiva
lent effect. 

Thereafter, pepper brought by the 
Portuguese poured into that continent 
until the annual import had increased 
to thirty times its original level. This 
resulted in a dramatic fall in price, and 
all the pepper merchants in Europe, 
large firms and small retail outlets alike, 
had suddenly to close their doors and 
declare themselves bankrupt. The Kmg 
of Portugal, because he was unable to 
sell it, had to store the poor-quality 
pepper in Lisbon warehouses for thirty 
years, and consequently the cry 'a curse 
on pepper' was to be heard. 

In comparing Europe with China, 
one must remember that Zheng He's 
fleet was ninety times bigger than that 
of da Gama, and capable of carrying 
a hundred and fifty times the number 
of soldiers-so that the impact on China 
must have been very great indeed. 
Further, Zheng He was then the sole 
importer of pepper from the Afro
Asian area, and suffered no competi-

tion at all from the Europeans. 
Also, the Chinese conducted a trade 

-which was quite different from the 
violent plunder perpetrated by the 
Portuguese. It will therefore be appre
ciated that the advent of direct dealings 
with the sources of supply had a 
profound effect in China, and the circu
lation of other foreign commodities 
generally also increased greatly. 

China had long been the biggest 
market for pepper in the East. In the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the 
average annual total amount of pepper 
purchased by the Chinese has been 
estimated at fifty thousand bags, or two 
million catties-that is, almost equiva
lent to the total amount of pepper 
imported into Europe from the East in 
the first half of the sixteenth century. 

During the period when the Chinese 
fleet of Zheng He reached as far as the 
Persian Gulf and the Solami coast, the 
purchase price of a catty of pepper in 
the Malay Archipelago ranged from 
about one Ii (1/1000 tae11 price) to one 
fen (1/100 tael) of silver. The difference 
between this price and the selling price 
in China was very great, and pepper 
was for a long time a profitable invest
ment. But since the cost of freight and 
the amount written off for loss or 
damage are not known, the exact net 
profit realised remains obscure. 

From early Ming times foreign 
trade, including that in pepper and 
sapan2 wood, was an Imperial mono
poly, closely guarded to ensure that all 
the profits went to the Emperor. One 
result of the importation into China of 
such huge amounts of pepper, however, 
was a dramatic fall in its price. This 
occurred much earlier than did the 
discovery of the direct passage to India 
by Vasco da Gama (1498). 

In order to maintain the profits 
from imported pepper at as high a level 
as possible, a scheme reminiscent of 
that later adopted by the East India 
Company, which divided imported 
pepper among its members by way of 
dividend, was officially adopted. 

In 1407 following Zheng He's 
return from his first voyage, came the 
first proclamation of an arrangement 
to supply the soldiers in all military 
stations in Beijing with sapan wood as 
payment in lieu of winter clothing. It 
is estimated that at least a quarter of a 
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million army servicemen were involved. 
It was in 1420, after Zheng He's fifth 
voyage, that pepper was first announced 
as a substitute for the clothing due to 
these servicemen, but the amount was 
by no means large. 

In 1424, during Zheng He's sixth 
voyage, the same system of substitution 
was used on a much larger scale, 
starting with soldiers stationed in Nan
jing (Nanking), as well as in Beijing. 
This meant that an additional quarter 
of a million servicemen were included 
in the scheme. At the same time it was 
proclaimed that 'that part of the salary 
of all civil and military officials in 
Beijing paid in the form of paper 
money is to be paid in sapan wood and 
pepper instead'. 

Furthermore, 'that part of the 
salary ofyarnen3 clerks in Beijing which 
has so far been exempted from the 
aforesaid arrangement is in future also 
to be paid in accordance with the pro
clamation applying to civil and military 
officials'. The total number of officers 
affected is estimated at four thousand. 

From then, it was established that 
the salary of officials should be paid 
partly in sapan wood and pepper, and 
it was clearly the pepper brought back 
by Zheng He's fleet that was being used 
as substitute currency. Silver, paper 
money, cloth, sapan wood, and pepper 
were interchangeable as currency. The 
compulsory measures adopted to 
maintain the price of imported pepper 
at ten times its market value, under the 
pretext of salary substitution, were in 
force continuously for some twenty
seven years. 

During a very short period of two 
years (1424-25), all government offi
cials and private soldiers in Beijing also 
received pepper; but where were buyers 
to be found for such large quantities of 
the spice? It was the intention of the 
court to maintain its monopoly by 
administrative decree but, in the face 
of market pressures, this position 
became increasingly untenable. 

The selling of imported pepper at 
such an artificially high price eventually 
became impracticable. There was also 
a loss of interest in sea voyages, and this 
may partially explain the sudden sus
pension of the South Seas expedition 
in 1426 by the Renzong Emperor. 

By the end of the reign of the 
Yongle Emperor (1420-24), the store 
of pepper in the Imperial granaries had 
swollen to such proportions that it was 



no longer possible to dispose of Im · repeatedly by contemporary 
it by substitution. The Emperor writers, was that of the Eunuch 
Chengzu died in 1424 and was Qianning from whom over 
succeeded by his son, Emperor '1------llll"lli! three thousand picuJsS of 

Renzong-an event which ~~~~~~~:~---==~ pepper were confiscated. In 
provided an opportunity for fact, however, this illegal 
the disposal of large amounts ~,_,::~fk;:;oi[" ~ pepper would have realised a 
of pepper. Rewards were dis- ~.Y,'-" !.!'R~rt:,;ltl, disappointing profit, for, 
tributed by the new ruler to F'ii~~~ 'l!J~i'i!► according to the conversion 
high officials of the Imperial l~~~:M,:i ::.'~- rate between sapan wood and 
clan and to the retinue which {1:,j~~~!1 pepper during the years of the 
had escorted his father on his ,,,...,..... Yongle reign, the market price 
northern expedition earlier for one catty was only a little 
that year. more than one qian, ( one-tenth 

The highest ranks received ~'l,"l'I'"' of a tael) of silver, or one-tenth 
five thousand catties and the of its official value. 
lowest a hundred catties. At By the end of the Wanli 
the ceremony marking the lfi~~ reign (1572-1620), with the 
beginning of the reign of growth of the market and the 
Hongxi (ninth moon 1424), the increase in trade, pepper had 
rewards bestowed were unpre- ceased to be a valuable spice 
cedented in scale. Civil and available only to the wealthy, 
military officials received and become a nationwide 
money, while low-ranking victual, something in common 
officials as well as those living use. Nevertheless the official 
in the city and environs of value of one catty was still fixed 
Beijing were given sapan wood higher than the market price, at 
and pepper. '-J'!'i; a little over one qian of silver. 

The list of the recipients Clearly the seven voyages 
reads as follows: 'To each of Zeng He in the early fif-
banner-bearer, horse-keeper, AwoodcutillustrationofpepperfromChina'sfirstpharmacopoeia teenth century were of great 
soldier and guardsman one (Courtesy, The Menzies Library, Australian National University) economic significance. They 
catty• of pepper and two catties of sapan maintained strict control over this opened up trading relations between 
wood; to each first-degree literary grad- profitable trade, and imported pepper China and the seaboard countries of 
uate and licentiate, district police-chief, always had to be sorted according to southern Asia and eastern Africa and 
prison warder, astronomer and physi- quality. 'Some was assigned for Imperial increased the market for foreign goods 
cian, one catty of pepper and two consumption, and some stored for in China. 
catties of sapan wood; to each resident soldiers' pay and provisions.' Many scholars have overlooked the 
in the city and environs of Beijing, each The small merchants and vendors importance of the pepper trade in 
Buddhist or Taoist priest, artisan, benefited too, for 'with as little capital China, but it is a fact that the great 
musician, professional cook, yamen as a single coin a man could make his demand for pepper in China led to the 
runner and yamen cook one catty of fortune through buying and selling development of pepper plantations in 
pepper and one catty of sapan wood'. pepper everywhere'. Java and Sumatra, which in turn stimu-
(Exact figures for the numbers of But dealing in bulk remained an lated economic growth. 
recipients are not given.) Imperial monopoly. Even in the later Professor T'ien is Professor of llistory at tlie 

On the occa':lion of the ceremony years of the Ming dynasty, the punish- University, Shanghai, and has been visiting 
marking the beginning of the reign of ment for trading in more than a Fellow in the Department of Far Eastern 
Emperor Xuanzong in the following thousand catties of sapan wood or History, A11stralia11 National University, 
year, the distribution of bounties in pepper was penal servitude in a distant Canberra. 

silver was on a similarly large scale, and military station and confiscation of the Reprinted from Hemisphere 

the total number of beneficiaries was goods. One well-known example 
recorded as three hundred and twenty occurred in 1522 when Nuirong, the 
thousand nine hundred and fifty. eunuch in control of imports, was 
Perhaps such lavish rewards in two accused of sending his servants to 
successive years meant that the reigns Nanjing to conduct an illicit sale of 
ofHongxi and Xuande were looked on spices (including three hundred and 
as having been 'the prosperous age' of ninety-nine thousand five hundred and 
the Ming dynasty. eighty-nine catties of sapan wood and 

After Zheng He's voyages, pepper eleven thousand seven hundred and 
was brought to China by foreigners five catties of pepper) with a total value 
bringing tribute, as well as by Chinese of thirty thousand silver taels. 
merchants. The Imperial court still Another notorious case, mentioned 

1 Tael, the Chinese ounce, and in money, 
a tael in weight of standard silver. 

2 A wood yielding a red dye obtained from 
trees indigenous to tropical Asia. 

3 Clerks of the China Public Service. 
I 

4 A catty equals 12 lbs. 

5 a Picul equals 133½ lbs. 
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