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ASIA NEWS take part in society for six 
months or longer. 

Young shut out Japan 
TOKYO: Concern is growing in Japan 
about thousands of people who shut 
themselves up in their homes, unable 
to face the outside world. 

The disorder, known as 'hikiko
mori' -or withdrawal-affects all age 
groups, but more than half the sufferers 
are 30 or younger, leading authorities 
to treat it as a youth problem. It may 
even be one factor behind a rising wave 
of violent teenage crime. 

A total of 6151 cases of hikikomori 
were brought to public mental health 
centres around Japan in the year to 
April 2000, according to a survey 
commissioned by the Health Ministry 
and released yesterday. About 40% of 
these involved people aged between 16 
and 25, with well over half under 30. 

Trains brightened up in 
effort to stem suicides 
by MICHAEL MILLETT, Syd11ey Momi11g 
Herald correspondent in Tokyo 
Japan's railway companies are resorting 
to novel measures including the use of 
bold lighting, brighter colours and 
mirrors in a desperate bid to counter 
the growing number of train suicides. 

The East Japan Railway Company 
(JR East) has disclosed that it will 
install large mirrors on platforms at 
some of its bigger stations. 

It is already experimenting with 
brightly-coloured train crossings on the 
rationale that people are less likely to 
throw themselves in front of a moving 
train if confronted with a 'cheerful' 

'This is the first 
survey of its kind, so it 
is hard to say if the prob
lem is growing', a health 
ministry official said. 
'But we do believe it will 
increase in the future.' 

No figures are avail
able for the total num
ber of people suffering 
from the withdrawal 
condition, but estimates 
published in the media 
have put the number at 
between 500 000 and 
1 million. 

The survey defines 
the condition as an ill
ness in which sufferers 
are unable to leave their homes and 

'We believe the whole 
question is a youth issue, 
and we intend to deal with 
it as such', the ministry 
official said. 

The problem stems from 
a wide mixture of issues, 
but one of the chief factors 
may be depression that 
starts during school years 
and then drags on due to 
lack of proper treatment, 
analysts said. 'The teen
agers are depressed and 
they have often been 
bullied', said Rosamund 
Reuter, a clinical child 
psychologist. 

'Japan is a structured 
society and it's easy to fall 

between the cracks.' REUTERS 

In a world village of 100 people, the 
following would exist: 
57 Asians 
21 Europeans 
14 West Hemisphere* (both north and south) 
8 Africans 

52 females 
48 males 
70 non-white 
30 white 
70 non-Christian 
30 Christian 
89 heterosexual 
11 homosexual 
6 possess 59% of the entire world's wealth (6 from US) 

80 live in sub-standard housing 
70 unable to read 
50 malnourished 

passageway. 
The mirror is also a psychological 

ploy. Experts have apparently advised 
the company that brooding commuters 
are more likely to abandon suicidal 
thoughts if they feel that someone is 
watching them. 

Other measures include brighter 
lighting at underground stations, and 
sensors to warn people if they step too 
close to the edge of platforms. 

The moves have been made 
necessary by the grim determination of 
disillusioned Japanese commuters to 
use the train system as a way of ter
minating their lives. 

Psychologists are still debating why 
so many Japanese choose such a grisly 
manner of death. 

Theories range from simple 
convenience-the train system is the 
main method of transportation for 
most Japanese-to a belief the victim 
is getting back at a perfect manifesta
tion of the Japanese 'system'. 

Conventional strategies-such as 
deploying more station guards and 
lighting dark station corners-have 
proved ineffective. 

Last December the company even 
set up a trial hotline for people in 
distress, hoping to dissuade people 
before they got to the station steps. But 
still the suicides keep coming-a legacy 
of Japan's enduring economic prob
lems and its fraying social system. 

Japan recorded its highest number 
of suicides in 1998: 32 863 or an 
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average of 90 a day. While figures for 
last year have not been released, they 
are expected to rival the 1998 high. 

The Health and Welfare Ministry 
recorded 837 suicides in 1998 under the 
category of 'jumping towards a moving 
object', although it is not clear how 
many of those were train suicides. 

JR East, which operates in and 
around the Tokyo area, recorded 212 
suicides on its lines last year. Ten per 
cent were on the Chuo line that snakes 
through Tokyo's western suburbs, 
acting as the main feeder line for 
millions of commuters each day. 

Chuo is regarded as the nation's 
most notorious 'suicide line' because of 
the high number of deaths and the 
massive scheduling delays that follow. 

The first two stations to receive the 
1,5-metre-high mirrors are Shinjuku 
and Ogijubo, the main access points for 
Chou line riders. 

Other train companies are watching 
the JR East experiments closely, and 
the company itself admits it is unsure 
how effective they will be. 

'Because we don't have any bright 
ideas ourselves, we thought we might 
as well try alternative plans', a company 
official was quoted as saying. 

Sydney Morning Herald 
11 May 2001 

Rice-paper barriers fall as 
geisha attract women 
TOKYO: Exquisite, erotic and sub
missive, Japan's geisha have long been 
seen as playthings: symbols of one of 
the most male-dominated societies. 

But this image, presented by Arthur 
Golden's bestselling Memoirs of a 
Geisha, is being turned on its head by 
a new trend in Tokyo and Kyoto. 

Confirming the transformation 
taking place in relations between the 
sexes in Japan, the geisha have started 
pitching their business towards a 
powerful new group of consumers: 
women. 

Thanks to the recession and the 
changing tastes of salarymen, who 
prefer singing karaoke in a hostess bar 
to listening to a shamisen (a three
stringed musical instrument) in a tea 
house, the geisha's traditional source of 
income has been steadily falling. 

So for the first time in their 
centuries-long history, some traditional 
restaurants have begun using the geisha 
to attract all-female parties. 

'It is a revolutionary change in our 
world', said Shichiko Sakuragawa, a 
hokan (go-between) at such parties. 
'We can no longer survive by relying 
only on male patronage. We must build 
up business among women. Wives, 
after all, control the family purse-strings 
in Japan, so they have more money 
than their husbands.' 

The change is already being felt in 
Mukojima, an entertainment district in 
Tokyo, where kimono-clad geisha can 
often be seen clip-clopping in their 
wooden sandals to engagements at tea
houses and high-class ryorei (traditional) 
restaurants. 

Changing times ... geisha girls 
Fujika (left) and Hagika 

Locals say the number of customers 
has been falling for 10 years and the 
geisha population has shrunk by 20%. 

But business remains strong at 
Meigetsu, an elegant restaurant with 
intimate tatami-mat rooms, where one 
in ten parties is for women only. 

'They are mostly middle-aged ladies 
who love seeing young girls in kimonos 
playing traditional instruments', said its 
owner, Keiko Akiyama. 'It's a sign that 
women are becoming stronger, but I 
cannot help feeling sad for men that 
this has happened.' 

Women customers are increasing 
not only because they have more money 
and freedom, but because the geisha 
world has become less about sex and 
more about sophistication. 

Golden's book depicts the pre-war 
era when hard-up families sold their 
daughters to geisha houses, where they 
earned a living entertaining male 
clients with songs and sometimes sex. 
The virginity of many a young geisha 
was auctioned off to the highest bidder. 

Ms Akiyama insists such practices 
are long in the past. 'Golden's book 
creates a completely misleading 
impression. Japan is now a rich 
country, and young women are 
economically independent. Those who 
choose to become geisha do so because 
they like the traditional arts. There is 
nothing seedy about this world.' 

The danger some fear, however, is 
that the arrival of women customers 
may signal that the geisha world is 
losing its sensuality and becoming more 
like a museum attraction. 

'Female customers are welcome, 
but I hope they do not overtake men', 
Shichiko Sakuragawa said. 'No matter 
how much business all-women parties 
generate, it would be terrible if we lost 
the thrill and the edge that comes from 
having a mix of men and beautiful 
women.' 

Sydney Morning Herald 
14 August 2000 
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100 views of 
Moullt Fuji 
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Katsushika HOKUSAI, Japan, 1760-1849; Shichirigahama in Sagami Province 
(from the series Thirty-six views of Mt Fuji), circa 1823; colour woodcut, 22-5 x 37-5 cm 
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What's hapP-ening? 
Nature in Asian art 

2002 lunchtime lecture series 
Tuesdays 1 pm to 2 pm 

Domain Theatre 
Art Gallery of New South Wales 

This ccurse of lectures by leading scholars, 
curators and practitioners will focus on 
the inspiration that the myriad forms 
and moods of nature has given artists 
across Asia. The natural beauty of 
flowers, fields, insects and animals has 
been lovingly captured by artists in 
lyrical seasonal paintings, meticulous 
botanical studies, and the stylised 
decorative motifs of carpets and 
textiles. Gardens, both formal and 
informal, also reflect the seasonal 
beauty of nature, the enjoyment of 
which is enhanced by the drinking of 
tea, the listening to music and the 
reciting of poetry. 

Nature is often a metaphor for 
human emotions and aspirations as 
shown across different cultures 
throughout this course. Sometimes 
artists have sought to communicate 
religious and spiritual values through 
nature; sometimes it is the layering of 
literary and poetic allusions that elevate 
a particular plant or animal to sym
bolise universally revered qualities. 

Term 1 of this course outlines the 
impact of nature on the artists of East 
Asia. In China, the awesome splendour 
of the landscape has ensured that it be 
the dominant category within painting, 
with calligraphy and poetry harnessed 
to reiterate the impact of the visual 
image. The appreciation for the beauty 
of nature across East Asia was the 
genesis for the numerous bird-and
flower paintings which capture in 
absorbing detail or deft abstractions the 
life and individuality of birds, animals 
and flowers through the changing 
moods and nuances of the different 
seasons. 

Among the topics covered in Term 2 
will be the early Indic cult of nature 
spirits, the use of imagery from nature 
in Islamic and Tibetan painting, and 
the depiction of the seasons in Rajas
thani paintings. The use of floral 
motifs in architectural decoration, 
carpets and textiles across the worlds 
of South, Central and South-East Asia 
and the continuing importance of 
natural forms to contemporary artistic 
practice will be other areas covered. 
The course will be a stimulating 
overview of the impact of nature on the 
arts of Asia. 

Lectures are accompanied by slide 
lists and bibliographies. Those 
attending the full course will be eligible 
to sit for a slide test and submit an essay 
leading to a diploma. 

TERM 1: EAST ASIA 
[March and April lectures have been 
omitted from the following program.] 

7 May Nature and the Chinese scholar-
recluse, Mae Anna Pang 

14 May Gardens in China, Peter Valder, 
author of T7,e Ga,den Plants of 
China (1999) and Gardens in 
China (2002) 

21 May Japanese Gardens, Adrian 
Snodgrass, Research Associate, 
University of Sydney 

28 May The resonance of nature in 
Chinese calligraphy, 
Edmund Capon 

4 June Coolness in summer, warmth 
in winter: responding to 
nature in Japanese tea, 
Ann MacArthur 

11 June IREVISIONI 

18 June 100 views of Mount Fuji, 
Timothy Clark, Assistant 

BREAK 

Keeper of Japanese Antiquities, 
The British Museum 

Japan Today http:j /www.japantoday.com/ 
AA online newspaper service that aJlows readers to not only keep up to date on issues 
concerr:iing Japan, but aJso enables readers to post opinions and comments on the 
articles. The site is updated daily and includes all aspects of news, as well as a weekly 
poll on the most contentious topic of the week and a whole lot more. This is arguably 
one of the best and most comprehensive English language Japan-related news sites 
that can be found on the internet 

TERM 2: SOUTH AND 
SOUTH-EAST ASIA 
30 July Yakshi and Yaksha: Nature 

deities in South Asian art 
Haems Sivanesan, Assistant 
Curator of Asian Art, Art Gallery 
ofNSW 

6 Aug Flowers in the desert an 
introduction to the tenets 
of Islamic art Craig Judd, 
Art Historian 

13 Aug Plant and animal forms in 
Middle Eastern rugs and 
textiels, Ross Langlands, 
Nomadic Rug Traders 

20 Aug Songs of the seasons: The 
Baramasa tradition in Rajput 
painting, Haema Sivanesan 

27 Aug Nature imagery in Tibetan art 
David Templeman, 
independent scholar 

3 Sept The influence of nature on 
Indian textiles Joyce Burnard, 
journalist, textile historian, and 
author of Chintz and Cotton: 
India's Textile Gift to the 
World (1994) 

10 Sept Sun, moon, stars and Angkor, 
Adrian Snodgrass 

17 Sept Self seeds, Simryn Gill, artist 

24 Sept The landscape in South-East 
Asian art, Robyn Maxwell, 
Senior Lecturer, Department of 
Art History, Australian National 
University, and Senior Curator 
of Asian Art, National Gallery of 
Australia 

BREAK 

8 Oct Nature and environment in 
contemporary South-East 
Asian art, Julie Ewington, 
Head Curator of Australian Art, 
Queensland Art Gallery 

15 Oct Geoffrey Bawa: A Sri Lankan 
orchestration of nature and 
the arts, Jennifer Taylor, 
Adjunct Professor in 
Architecture, School of Design 
and the Built Environment, 
Queensland University of 
Technology 

22 Oct IREVISIONI 

29 Oct SLIDE TEST 
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Australia's changing perception of Asia 
by Professor Neville Meaney 
From almost the beginning of Euro
pean settlement modern Australians 
have been very conscious of the proxi
mity of Asia and the difference of Asia. 
Modern Australians, almost despite 
themselves, have had to come to terms 
with Asia and over time the definitions 
of those terms have changed remark
ably. Australians teaching about Asia 
need to be aware of this pattern of 
changing perceptions. They need to 
think reflectively and to recognise the 
historical baggage which they bring to 
the subject. They need to understand 
that Australian perceptions of Asia are 
in a sense an important part of the 
study of Asia. Accepting this they 
should be able to acquire some know
ledge of the complexities and contra
dictions involved in contemporary 
Australia's oft-expressed desire to 
'enmesh' itself in Asia. 

For almost a hundred years, from 
approximately the 1870s to the 1960s, 
Australians, with some notable and 
noble exceptions,1 looked with fear 
upon the alien other, upon the 
'swarming hordes' to the 'Near North'. 
Since that time, however, Australian 
attitudes to Asia have undergone a 
great transformation. Australians have 
increasingly recognised that Western 
assumptions of racial or cultural 
superiority were misplaced and that 
Asia was composed of a variety of 
different cultures each requiring to be 
appreciated in its own right. They have 
come to believe that Australia's future 
is in a special way bound up with that 
of Asia and that Australia should seek 
to integrate itself more and more in the 
region. In this process, however, Aus
tralians are called upon to clarify what 
Australia as part of Asia might mean 
and to consider how their Western
derived values can be reconciled with 
their Asian aspirations. In surveying 
the evolution of Australia's perception 
of Asia I wish in this paper to address 
these questions.2 

The era of the 'Yellow Peril' 
and the 'Red Peril' 
From the latter part of the nineteenth 
century until quite recent times Austra
lians viewed Asia with anxiety and 
distrust. Asia, as an undifferentiated 
geopolitical and geocultural concept, 
became the spectre haunting the 

Australian imagination. It was a 
spectre which threatened both migra
tory and military invasion. Australians 
commonly spoke of the 'swarming 
hordes of Asia' and the 'Yellow Peril'. 
In response to the social trauma 
created by rapid modernisation the 
colonial mass democracy, separated 
from its 'Mother Country' by half a 
world, sought security in a homogen
eous community of interchangeable 
and indistinguishable individuals. The 
idea of race was adopted as the badge 
of all that was familiar and the barrier 
against all that was foreign. Hence the 
so-called 'White Australia' immigration 
policy was intended, by excluding all 
'coloured' peoples, to keep Australia 
'White' and predominantly British.3 

This policy was, as Australia's most 
eminent historian has put it, 'the 
indispensable condition of every other 
policy'. 4 For trade and investment 
opportunities, diplomatic and military 
support, educational and cultural 
norms, Australians in this period 
looked almost exclusively to Britain and 
the British Empire. 

Until the end of the Second World 
War Ja pan was considered to be the 
only direct source of threat to this 
national ideal. The Western empires 
in the region, the United States in the 
Philippines, the French in Indo-China, 
the British in Malaya, the Dutch in the 
East Indies and the Portuguese in 
Timar, secured the immediate 'Near 
North'. Though Australians viewed 
with some apprehension the 'awaken
ing of China', this prospect was not 
taken seriously since China was driven 
by domestic conflict, subjected to 
Western influence and humiliated by 
Japan. By contrast Japan's military 
domination of the Western Pacific 
made it a power to be reckoned with. 
Following Japan's defeat of Russia in 
1905, the first victory of an Asian 
nation over a European one, all of 
Australia's disquiet about Asia came to 
be focused on that country. And 
Australia relied on Britain and the 
other Western powers with colonies in 
South-East Asia to provide a cordon 
sanitaire against the downward thrust 
of Japan. In the First World War 
Australian authorities worried that 
Japan, even though it was formally 
allied to Britain, might take advantage 
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of the conflict in Europe to challenge 
the 'White Australia' policy. At the 
Paris Peace Conference Prime Minister 
WM Hughes expressed this concern by 
opposing Japan's wish to include a 
racial equality clause in the League of 
Nations Covenant. When Japan 
launched the Pacific War in December 
1941 and its armed forces, quickly 
overrunning South-East Asia, arrived 
on Australia's own frontiers it seemed 
that the nation's Jong-held fears might 
at last be realised.5 

1 For example, GE Morrison, adviser to 
Yuan Shikai; WH Donald, adviser to 
Chiang Kai-shek; James Murdoch, first 
lecturer in Japanese and first professor 
of Oriental Studies at the University of 
Sydney and author of the Hislory of 
Japan in 3 volumes; EL Piesse, Director 
of the pacific Branch of the Prime 
Minister's Department and self-taught 
student of Japanese affairs who criticised 
the 'White Australia' policy. For 
Murdoch see David Sissons1 'Australia's 
First Professor of Japanese, James 
Murdoch (1856-1921)', unpublished 
manuscript, 1985, David Sissons Papers, 
National Library of Australia Ms 8230/ 
58, and for Piesse, see Neville Meaney, 
Fears and Phoebias,· EL Piesse and the 
Problem of Japan, 1909-39 (Canberra, 
National Library of Australia, 1996). 

2 Neville Meaney, '111e End of "White 
Australia" and Australia's Changing 
Perceptions of Asia, 1945-90', Australian 
Journal of International Affairs, 49 
(November 1995), pp. 171-90. 

3 Charles Price, The Great White Walls are 
Bui/I (Canberra, 1974); Andrew Markus, 
Fear and Hatred: Purifying Australia and 
California, 1850-1907 (Sydney, 1907). It 
should be noted, though, that by com
parison with South Africa Australia had 
relatively few laws which discriminated 
against Australian citizens of Asian 
origin. Indeed when such citizens had 
assimilated culturally and were known 
personally they were, like New South 
Wales merchant Quong Tart and Senator 
Thomas Ilakhap of Tasmania, often 
popular and highly respected members of 
the community. See also Neville Meaney, 
'The "Yellow Peril": Invasion Scare 
Novels and Australian Political Culture' 
in Ken Stewart, The 1890s: Australian 
Litemture and Litermy Culture (St Lucia, 
1996), pp. 228-63. 

4 WK Hancock, Australia (London, 1930), 
p. 66. 



With the coming of peace at the end 
of the Second World War Australians 
had to face a new world, a world which 
they had not anticipated and which 
they did not, generally speaking, wel
come. Asian peoples were demanding 
their independence and resisting the 
return of the European hegemons. 
China awoke and the Chinese Commu
nist revolution brought to power an 
assertive regime which was hostile to 
the West's continuing influence in the 
region. In Australia's eyes the 'Red 
Peril' of China replaced the 'Yellow 
Peril' of Japan as the enemy. Moreover 
the Asian-African national indepen
dence movements were accompanied 
by fierce resentment of Western racism 
or assumptions of cultural superiority. 
The 'White Australia' policy, like South 
Africa's apartheid policy, was subject 
to much criticism. In response Aus
tralians superficially adapted their 
established approach to Asia to the new 
circumstances. Thus they encouraged 
those Asian independence movements 
which retained links with their former 
imperial masters and which agreed to 
participate in the West's Cold War 
against the Sino-Soviet bloc. They still 
tended to see what they now euphemis
tically called their 'near neighbours', at 
least those under Western influence, as 
bastions of Australia's forward defence' 
against the threat from Asia. Similarly 
while disavowing the term 'White 
Australia' and allowing the entry of a 
few readily assimilable Asian migrants, 
political leaders maintained the ideal of 
a culturally homogenous nation. Dr 
HY Evatt, leader of the Labor party, 
told parliament in 1958 that 'Australia 
will be and must be purely a British 
community'.6 

That Australia was able during the 
1950s and 1960s to escape a more 
profound revision of its established 
attitude towards Asia was primarily a 
result of the protection afforded it by 
the growth of the Western presence in 
the region. In these two decades the 
contraction of European empires was 
more than matched by the expansion 
of American, British and to a lesser 
extent French military power in Asia 
and the Pacific as the 'Free World' 
sought to contain the spread of commu
nism. Australia, a partner of these 
'great and powerful friends' in 
ANZUS, ANZAM and SEATO, felt 
more secure against alien Asia and 
more assured of its British tradition 

than at any time in its history. 
Sheltering under this Western umbrella 
Australia was able to ignore the full 
significance of the revolutionary 
changes taking place in Asia. 

RG Casey, External Affairs 
Minister for most of the 1950s, 
exemplified this attitude. In reflecting 
on Australian foreign policy towards 
the end of his stint in office, he warned 
of how the Second World War had 
'demonstrated our new weakness', the 
threat from Asia to Australia's survival. 
He noted that Australia could not have 
held out for long 'as a lone outpost of 
democracy in the Pacific if Britain and 
America had been defeated'. Through
out its history Australia had not been 
able to rely on its own strength, 'but 
primarily on combined efforts with our 
friends'. In the post-war years 'Even 
without the threat of Communist 
expansion from the north, our position 
as a lightly populated country on the 
edge of Asia and possessing a high 
standard of living and a selective 
immigration policy would create 
problems enough'. The only answer to 
Australia's security problem was to take 
'our place in a team'. And this Western 
team would enable Australia to pre
serve its homogeneous society and 
British character.7 

Indonesia remained the only 
unpredictable element in the picture, 
unpredictable both as to where it stood 
in the East-West conflict and as to how 
the Western allies would behave should 
Australia find itself on unfriendly terms 
with its nearest neighbour. Australian 
strategic planners and policy-makers 
were concerned that their Western 
allies might not see Indonesia from the 
same perspective as themselves and 
might leave Australia to contend alone 
with problems such as the future of 
West New Guinea. 8 Accordingly, just 
as in the First World War, the Com
monwealth, fearing that Britain might 
leave Australians to fend for themselves 
against Ja pan, had arranged for a lec
turer in Japanese at Sydney University 
who could train military officers in the 
Japanese language and advise the 
authorities generally on Japan, so in the 
1950s, looking to the possibility of 
conflict with Indonesia, the govern
ment established Indonesian studies in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra 
universities for the purpose not only of 
teaching undergraduates but also of 
providing for 'the Services and persons 

needing limited courses'. As in the case 
of Ja pan, the development of Indo
nesian cultural studies followed directly 
from a sense of threat and was directed 
primarily to meeting that threat.9 

Nevertheless difficulties with 
Indonesia were in the last resort always 
manageable. Indonesia, unlike Japan, 
was no match militarily for Australia, 
and while America and Britain could 
not be relied upon to prevent Indonesia 
from acquiring West New Guinea, the 
Australians reasonably expected that 
their allies would come to their aid in 
the case of a direct attack on the home 
territory. As long as Britain and, even 
more, America were committed to 
defending Western interests in South
East Asia, Australia could comfortably 
assume that its status as a European 
nation and the immigration policy 
which confirmed this status would not 
be at risk. 

The era of 'constructive 
engagement' 
By the end of the 1960s, however, 
Australia's great power protectors were 
in the process of unravelling their 
commitment to the region. Britain, 
giving up its imperial pretensions, 
withdrew from East of Suez and sought 
a new destiny for itself in the European 
Community. America, after the 

5 Neville Meaney, ' "The Yellow Peril" and 
"TI1e Australian Crisis": the Japanese 
Phase in the History of Australian 
Foreign Policy', Kokusai Seiji, no. 2 
([981), pp. 5-22. 

6 CPD, House of Representatives, p. 115, 
27 February 1958. 

7 RG Casey, Friends and Neighbours (East 
Lansing, Michigan, 1958), pp. II, 14, 16-
17 and 23. 

8 Report of the Australian Defence 
Committee, 'Strategic Basis of Australian 
Defence Policy', January 1959, AA A 
5818/2, Vol. 2, Cabinet Submissions. 

9 Minute, GF Pearce, Minister of Defence 
to Brigadier-General Hubert Foster, 
Chief of the General Staff, 24 April 1916, 
AA A3688, file 488/R!/55; letter, T 
Trumble, Acting Secretary of Defence to 
Warden and Registrar, University of 
Sydney, 7 May 1917, University of 
jSydney Archives, G3/13; letter, Ronald 
Mendelsohn, Prime Minister's 
Department, to William J. Weeden, 
Director of Commonwealth Office of 
Education, 26 January 1955, AA Al361/ 
I, lile 49/5/4 Part l. 
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debacle of Vietnam, retreated from 
Asia. The Nixon Doctrine stipulated 
that the United States would never 
again become militarily involved in a 
land war in Asia and would expect its 
Asia/Pacific allies to take upon them
selves the main burden of their own 
defence. Asia was being allowed to be 
itself in all its diversity and complexity 
and with all its possibilities for co
operation and conflict. As America 
pulled out of Inda-China and Britain 
retired from Malaysia it became 
apparent that Australia had only one 
path to the future and that was to be 
found in accommodation with Asia. 

For some Australians there was a 
sense that their Western friends had let 
them down, that their allies had 
betrayed them. The Minister for Air, 
Peter Howson, after learning of 
President Johnson's decision to scale 
down the war in Vietnam and open 
unconditional negotiations with the 
enemy, recognised that the United 
States was admitting defeat and would 
inevitably turn its back on involvement 
in Asia. He confided to his diary, 'To 
my mind, it's the first step of the 
Americans moving out of South-East 
Asia and that within a few years, three 
or four possibly, there'll be no white 
faces on the Asian mainland ... from 
now on, and to a much greater extent, 
we shall be isolated and on our own'.10 
Australian disillusionment with its 
putative patrons had a long history 
dating back to before the first World 
War. But in contrast to earlier times 
Australians in the 1970s had no hope 
that Britain and America would return 
and assume their allotted roles. On this 
occasion the Western retreat from Asia 
was final. Australians were left with 
only one 'home' and that was Australia, 
Australia in Asia. It was agreed that 
Australia's survival and security, its 
welfare and well-being depended upon 
establishing its bona tides in the region. 

Accepting this geopolitical reality 
Australian leaders wasted little time 
lamenting the loss of the past. It was 
widely acknowledged that Australia 
was, as Minister of Defence Malcolm 
Fraser declared, entering a new era.11 
All subsequent governments were 
agreed on the necessity of setting aside 
the old orthodoxies and accepting the 
new realities. They realised that 
Australia's future lay with an Asia freed 
from Western control, that Australia 
could no longer treat its Asian neigh-

bours as the front line in defending a 
'White Australia'. They understood 
that they had to deal with Asia on its 
own terms. Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam, for example, at the Institute 
of Political Affairs Summer School in 
1973 made the keynote of his address 
the need to foster 'new forms of 
regional cooperation', and by that he 
meant not the extension of ANZUS or 
SEATO but the cultivation of direct 
relations with Asian nations both 
individually and collectively.12 

Surprisingly, given the earlier 
predictions that a Vietcong triumph in 
Vietnam and a Western retreat from 
Asia would bring China and Commu
nism to Australia's doorstep, most 
Australians surveyed the new regional 
order with equanimity rather than 
anxiety. It is true that the balance of 
power in the region at the end of the 
Vietnam War favoured Australia's 
benign view of its new position. The 
coming to power of an anti-Communist 
military regime in Indonesia which was 
preoccupied with internal stability and 
development, the formation of ASEAN 
which was fearful of China and hostile 
to Vietnam, the antagonism between 
Russia and China and between Viet
nam and China, all these elements 
combined to create an Asia which was 
so divided in itself that Australia on its 
southern rim could not feel menaced. 
Nevertheless it might seem remarkable 
that Australia moved so speedily and 
so positively-and with so little public 
reference to the balance of power-to 
seek 'enmeshment' with its neighbour
hood. Symbolising this revolutionary 
change Prime Minister Malcolm 
Fraser, formerly a senior minister in the 
conservative governments which had 
made ANZUS and SEATO the key
stones of Australian foreign policy and 
had gone 'All the way with LBJ' in the 
Vietnam War, made his first overseas 
trips in 1976 not as had been the 
custom to London and Washington but 
to Beijing and Tokyo, the capitals of 
Australia's old Asian enemies, where he 
sought new allies and new alliances. 

Against this background Australia's 
many links to Asia, which had pro
liferated during the preceding decades, 
were now seen in a new ligh l. Whereas 
until the 1970s the increasing involve
ment in Asia's development [JCCS2] 
the rapid growth in trade with Asian 
countries, the widespread participation 
in aid programs, the acceptance of a 
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swelling number of Asian students, the 
expansion of diplomatic contacts in the 
region and the emergence of a mass 
tourist industry-had been seen as 
merely a supplement to Australia's 
essential Western connections, now it 
was revealed as the harbinger of 
Australia's future. 

Australia's changing relation with 
Japan more than that with any other 
Asian country exemplified the pattern 
of things to come. By the 1970s Japan 
had totally eclipsed Britain as 
Australia's chief market. While in the 
1950s Britain had accounted for 33% 
of Australia's export trade and Japan 
for only 6%, twenty years on Japan's 
share had risen to 33% and Britain's 
shrunk to 4%. So important had Japan 
become to Australia's continuing 
prosperity that both the Whitlam and 
Fraser governments sought to cement 
ties with Tokyo. In 1976 the Fraser 
government signed the Nara Treaty 
with Japan, Australia's first major 
bilateral treaty with an Asian country. 
Under this Basic Treaty of Friendship 
and Cooperation Australia aimed not 
only to provide a firm foundation for 
the economic relationship but also to 
encourage Japan to consult directly 
with Australia on a wide range of global 
and regional issues. Accompanying 
this move for closer diplomatic ties, 
Australia through the establishment of 
the Australia-Japan Foundation also 
attempted to foster cultural exchange 
and mutual understanding. Australia 
had learned that Ja pan could not be 
taken for granted, that it was 
indispensable to remove what Whitlan1 
called 'the mutual incomprehension 
and mutual ignorance'. 13 

Accepting the implications of 
having to live with this new Asia, 
Australian governments of all political 
persuasions embraced without reserva
tion the notion of Australia as a 'multi
cultural' and 'multiracial' society and 
adopted an immigration policy corn-

10 Peter Howson, The Howson Diaries: T11e 
Life of Politics (Ringwood, Victoria, 
1984), p. 415. 

11 CPD, House of Representatives, pp. 
232-47, 10 March 1970. 

12 Australian Foreign Affairs Review, 
January 1973, pp. 33-34. 

13 Neville Meaney, et al., The Japanese 
Co1111ectio11 (Melbourne, 1988), pp. 20-
25. 



mitted to the 'avoidance of discrimin
ation on [sic] any group of race, colour 
of skin or nationality'.14 They publicly 
repudiated the 'White Australia' policy 
and in all categories, covering occupa
tional or business needs, family re
unions and political refugees, they 
applied a colour-blind approach. In 
the 1980s Asian migrants came to 
represent more than a third of the total 
intake. If Asian settlers were to 
continue to enter the country at that 
rate the Department of Immigration 
estimated that Asians or, more cor
rectly, those of Asian descent would by 
the year 2030 make up 10% - 15% of 
the Australian population.15 It would 
appear that Australians had almost 
reconciled themselves to the idea that 
they were bound to become, in the 
words of Foreign Minister Bill Hayden, 
a 'Eurasian nation'.16 

During the 1980s and the 1990s 
successive Australian governments 
have made 'constructive engagement 
with Asia' the centrepiece of their 
foreign policy. For the first time in the 
Commonwealth's history the govern
ment commissioned a series of reports 
on Australia's relations with Asia 
covering nearly every aspect of the 
relationship, including defence, trade 
and investment, immigration and the 
study of Asian cultures and languages. 
They all stressed the importance of 
Asia in Australia's future and the need 
to develop a cooperative spirit in 
dealing with the region. They to a large 
extent summed up Australia's new 
approach to Asia. 

The Dibb Report on defence 
rejected 'forward defence' and argued 
that 'self-reliance' focused on pro
tecting the continent should be the 
basis of strategic planning. It urged 
that defence policy should not be 
thought of as being directed against 
Asia but worked out in association with 
its immediate neighbours for the 
purpose of collective security. 

The Garnaut Report which treated 
trade and investment with Japan, 
China, South Korea and Taiwan, 
concluded that these dynamic econo
mies were to be the main engines for 
Australia's economic growth since they 
were 'more deeply complementary to 
Australia in their resource endowments 
and in the commodity composition of 
their trade than any other economies 
on earth'. And just as Dibb had recom
mended openness and mutuality in 

Australia's defence, so Garnaut 
favoured a non-discriminatory policy 
which would assist the free movement 
of goods, money and people. Gar
naut's findings did much to encourage 
Australia's APEC initiative. 

The Fitzgerald Report on immi
gration approved wholeheartedly the 
demise of 'White Australia'. In its view 
there was no justification for the 
occasionally expressed fears that the 
rising percentage of Asians in the 
immigration program would have 
disruptive social consequences. On the 
contrary it praised the new immigra
tion policy which was creating 'a 
racially diverse but harmonious 
community, a cosmopolitan Australia'. 

The Ingleson Report on Asian 
studies and Asian languages in higher 
education was the most radical of all 
in embracing the Asian connection. It 
claimed that Australia was linked to 
Asia 'in a way profoundly different 
from any other country'. Because of 
this if Australians were 'to manage their 
future as part of the Asian region' they 
would have to acquire a sympathy for 
and understanding of Asian cultures. 
Indeed it was asserted that the study 
of Asian languages and cultures was 
'part of the Australianisation of the 
curricula in higher education'. It was 
as though Chinese and Japanese 
languages, unlike French or German, 
were natural parts of an Australian 
culture, as though Europe was 'other' 
and Asia was 'us'.17 

The problem of Australia in Asia 
Australia's perception of Asia and 
correspondingly of itself has in the last 
quarter century undergone an extra
ordinary transformation, indeed what 
might be fairly described as a trans
mogrification. At the end of the 
nineteenth century in the era of mass 
nationalism Australians interpreted the 
world, especially their immediate 
regional environment, in racial terms. 
At this time they replaced a relatively 
open definition of the British subject 
and British Empire with a racially 
closed one and 'White Australia' was 
adopted primarily as a defence against 
the 'Yellow Peril'. Australians thought 
of themselves first and foremost as 
'British race patriots'. Indeed Austra
lians as a democratic settler society on 
the fringe of alien Asia were more 
affected by this new nationalism than 
the British themselves. Race and 

culture were one, and language, law 
and parliamentary government were 
considered to be the fruits of British 
genius, to belong exclusively to peoples 
of British extraction. The 'seething 
millions of Asia' through immigration 
would corrupt or pollute this British 
heritage or, more menacingly, through 
invasion would overthrow and destroy 
it-although it should be added that 
when, as in the case of Japan, Australia 
faced a specific danger from an Asian 
power the political leaders and their 
expert advisers often behaved prag
matically and subjected ideas of race 
to calculations of security. 

In the post-imperial age all this has 
changed. Australia, like most other 
developed countries, has come to terms 
with the dynamism of modernisation 
and no longer feels the need for an 
intense, uniform social identity. For 
Australians, as for most Western 
peoples, nationalism and its racial 
national myths have lost much of their 
appeal and, as a result, Australians have 
become more relaxed about diversity 
and difference both at home and 
abroad. Thus when the European 
empires following the end of the 
Second World War and their Anglo
American allies at the end of the 
Vietnam War withdrew from Asia, 
Australians responded positively to 
their new circumstances. They have 
abandoned 'White Australia'; it is now 
as difficult for a politician advocating 
a racially-discriminating immigration 
policy to be elected to parliament as it 
was previously for a politician who 

14 Cited by WD Borrie, 'Changes in 
Immigration since 1972' in James Jupp 
(ed.), The Australian People (Sydney, 
1988), p. 100. 

15 Cited in Nancy Viviani, 'Australia's 
Future in Asia: People, Politics and 
Culture', Australian Cultural History 
(Jttly, 1992), p. 107. 

16 The Age, 11 May 1983. 

17 Paul Dibb, Review of Australia's Defence 
Capabilities, March 1986 (Canberra, 
1986), especially pp. 33-58; Ross 
Garnaut, Australia and the Northeast 
Asia Ascendancy (Canberra, 1989), 
especially pp. 1-6; Stephen Fitzgerald, 
Immigration: A Commitment to the 
Nation (Canberra, 1988), especially pp. 
4-12, 1 ll-112; 'Asia in Australian 
Higher Education', submitted to the 
Asian Studies Council, January 1989, 
especially pp. 13, 33-37. 
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opposed a racially-discriminating 
policy. Australians have welcomed the 
prospect of becoming an integral part 
of Asia. In addressing the new order 
they have a new language. Through 
intensifying links to Asian countries at 
every level and increasing understand
ing of the distinctive cultures of Asia, 
a 'multicultural' and 'multiracial' 
Australia aspires to contribute to a 
mutually prosperous and harmonious 
region. 

This conceptual transformation has, 
however, been too facile. Its language 
begs some important questions. The 
terms 'multiculturalism' and 'multi
racialism', while emphasising tolerance 
towards and acceptance of the many 
different heritages represented in the 
Australian population, do not help to 
make clear the nature of Australia the 
nation which is now encountering Asia. 
They ignore the privileged position 
which the British heritage has in 
Australian history-represented most 
obviously, if one puts to one side the 
monarchy, by the English language, the 
Westminster parliamentary system and 
English common law. These elements 
of the British heritage make up the core 
of the political culture, of the shared 
community life. They are challenged 
by no other languages or institutions. 
They are accepted generally by all 
Australians regardless of their racial or 
ethnic origin. Indeed when the govern
ment did dare to ask what it was that 
united the nation, it arrived at an 
answer which severely circumscribed 
the meaning of 'multiculturalism'. 

In 1989 the Hawke government 
commissioned a report on 'National 
Agenda for a Multicultural Australia 
... Sharing Our Future' which spoke 
of multiculturalism as the right of all 
Australians, 'within carefully defined 
limits, to express and share their 
individual cultural heritages and to 
enjoy equal rights to social justice and 
economic opportunity'. These rights, 
however, were subject to 'an overriding 
and unifying commitment to Australia'. 
And the source of the core values of 
this Australia were to be found in its 
British heritage. The prime minister, 
in the preface to the report, stated that 
the migrants from the 140 countries 
who comprised the multicultural 
society had been drawn to Australia by 
its 'British heritage and institutions'. In 
the final section the report amplified 
this point when it averred that 'The 

customs and institutions which we 
recognise as Australian today are 
largely British and Irish in origin'. 
While it allowed that the 'institutional 
structure transplanted to Australia was 
often modified, sometimes dramati
cally, to reflect our own history and 
circumstances', nevertheless 'our 
British heritage'-the report presum
ably assuming here that all Australians 
regardless of their ethnic origin shared 
in this heritage-remained 'extremely 
important to us' as 'a potent source of 
unity and loyalty'. 18 If, then, this 
British heritage was still the core of 
national life and loyalty, how did such 
a view of Australia affect the country's 
ambition to become enmeshed in Asia? 

This question was never confronted. 
Gareth Evans and Bruce Grant in their 
authoritative and in many ways impres
sive survey of Australia's Foreign Rela
tions - In the World of the Nineties, 
illustrate well these confusions over 
national identity and Australia's 
approach to Asia. On the one hand in 
dealing with Australia's Asian future 
they state that 'It is no longer an option 
for Australia to see itself first and 
foremost as a transplanted European 
nation', as an Anglophone and Anglo
phile nation. On the other hand, when 
they deal directly with Australia's 
relations with Britain, they accept that 
the British inheritance permeates every 
aspect of national existence: 'Britain's 
influence on Australia has been so 
extensive ... the ties of history, kinship 
and culture ... so pervasive that the 
relationship seems to exist independent 
of governments and their policies'. 

Australia's contemporary approach 
to Asia which assumes a common 
commitment to a mutual prosperity 
and collective security is in the way it 
is generally expressed rather naive, and 
reflects a peculiarly Western liberal 
ideology of international relations. 
Australians have come up against the 
difficulties this raises in a number of 
contexts but in none more clearly than 
that involving human rights. Here 
Australia's determination to eschew 
claims of cultural superiority and to 
respect equally all cultures comes into 
conflict with its felt-responsibility to 
criticise violations of human rights. 
This has caused much soul-searching as 
Australia has run into trouble with 
China, Indonesia, Malaysia and Burma 
over such issues. Wrestling with this 
problem Evans and Grant maintain 
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that Australia must be true to itself and 
represent these values abroad and in 
their dealings with other countries. Yet 
in trying to establish the source of these 
values they offer conflicting answers 
related to the different worlds which are 
described in their work. At one point 
these values are seen as deriving from 
universal principles embodied in the 
United Nations Declaration of Human 
Rights, at another-since the offending 
Asian nations dispute Australia's 
interpretation of the Declaration-they 
are acknowledged to be a legacy of 
Australia's Western inheritance, and 
still at another they are attributed to a 
purely Australian experience of the 
convicts at Botany Bay and the diggers 
at Eureka strengthened by the influx of 
new migrants who have suffered from 
injustice.19 Evans and Grant do more 
than most leaders and scholars in trying 
to find a way to reconcile Western 
liberal values and ideas about inter
national relations with Australia's new, 
accepting approach to Asia and Asian 
cultures. It is evident, however, that 
they do not resolve this matter. 

In conclusion I would suggest that 
Australia's new perception of Asia, 
while refreshing and stimulating both 
for Australia's understanding of itself 
as well as of Asia, involves historical 
problems of the first order and that 
those teaching Asian studies should not 
lose sight of the fact that these 
peculiarly Australian problems are an 
integral part of the subject. 

Neville Meaney 
University of Sydney 

fill 

18 National Agenda for a Mulricultural 
Australia ... Sharing Our Future, 
(Canberra, 1989), pp. v-vii, 1-2, 50-52. 

19 Gareth Evans and Bruce Grant, 
Australia's Foreign Relations-In the 
World of the Nineties (Melbourne, 1991), 
pp. 16-20, 29-35, 42, and 327. 
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FOOD IN THAILAND 
Due to the tropical climate, many 
varieties of fruits, vegetables and 
fish are available In Thailand, and a 
traditional Thal saying expresses 
the abundance of resources: 
'Because of the prosperity of the 
land. we have fish In the water and 
rice In the field.' 

Fruit (Pol mai) 
In the villages, Thais get most of their 
food from the trees and gardens 
around them. 

Common fruits include coconuts: 
twenty-eight varieties of bananas 
from small to very large; citrus fruits 
including oranges, grapefruit and 
limes: papayas: large pineapples: 
grapes; guava; durians; jackfruit: 
watermelons; apples; and twenty 
kinds of mangoes. 

Vegetables 
Common vegetables include corn that 
is roasted or steamed in its shuck: 
green and napa cabbage; turnips: 
tomatoes; eggplant; cucumbers: 
green onions: celery; spinach: and 
boiled peanuts. 

Fish (Pia) 
Fish is the main source of protein, and 
both freshwater and saltwater 
varieties are available. Fresh fish may 
be curried or barbecued and dried or 
salted to preserve them. 

If they live near the water. Thais 
catch their own fish, including 
mackerel, grouper, perch, white 
promfret, tuna. shrimp and lobster. 
Fish are boiled in a ginger liquid to 
take away the fishy taste. 

Meat 
Meat is boiled, roasted, fried in 
batter. barbecued, or cut into small 
pieces and cooked with vegetables. 
Pork and chicken are eaten often. 

Beef is enjoyed in the cities, but 
less beef is eaten in the rural areas 
because the cow, ox and buffalo are 
work animals that are treated with 
respect. 

Family meals 
In the villages, family members sit in 
a circle to eat a meal. The fork is held 
in the left hand and the spoon in the 
right. The food is served from bowls 
placed in the middle of the mat. 

Menu for meals 
Rice is served at each meal. A typical 
meal includes soup: curry with meat and 
vegetables; fried meat, fish or chicken 
with vegetables; and water. Thais eat 
noodles with chopsticks or spoons. 

Lunch at school 
(Ahr han klang wan trong rian) 
Thai children take their lunch to school. 
It may include noodle soup with pork and 
bean sprouts, rice and curry with meat 
fish or chicken, and fried or boiled eggs. 
Fruit may be a banana, papaya, mango. 
or orange. De%ert may be fruit or 
another item. The drink may be water, 
iced tea, or water flavoured with orange 
juice or sugar cane. The lunch for 
kindergarten children is served by the 
school. 

Water jars (Dtoom) 
Large jars with lids are used to store 
many things. The main use of the jar is 
to store water (nam). Water is stored 
for cooking. 

Villagers have several jars
separate ones for drinking, cooking. 
bathing, and other uses. Some villages 
get their water from wells. Thais in cities 
use tap water. 

Milk (Norn) 
Milk is plentiful in cities but not in 
villages. It is expensive and some 
families lack refrigeration. Some Thais 
drink soy or evaporated milk. Condensed 
milk is also available. 

Herbs (Kruang tate) 
Thais grow and use fresh herbs. They 
use a pestle and mortar to grind them 
to a fine consistency and then mix them 
with other spices. Chilli peppers, lemon 
grass, garlic, curry paste, and other 
herbs are finely ground. 

Fish sauce (Nampla) 
Fish sauce, served at every meal, is a 
popular liquid seasoning made from 
fermented fish, chilli peppers and other 
spices. 
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Sticky rice 
Sticky rice is popular in northern 
Thailand. It is eaten at every meal. 
The rice is soaked in water for six to 
eight hours, then steamed until done. 

Coconuts (Ma praw) 
Coconuts are plentiful in Thailand. The 
meat of the coconut is used to make 
milk, which is added to many desserts. 

Desserts (Kha-nhom) 
The basic ingredients for making 
desserts are flour, sugar, egg and 
coconut milk. Fruit, sweet potato, 
pumpkin, or tapioca may be added. 

These foods are also eaten with 
plain coconut milk or cooked in a syrup. 
Sweet potatoes are eaten as a 
dessert or as a vegetable in Thailand. 

Markets (Ta laad) 
Fruits and vegetables are arranged in 
the markets to make an eye-catching, 
artistic display. 

Farmers' market 
In Thai villages, open-air markets are 
set up by the farmers, who buy and 
sell the foods they grow and the crafts 
they make. 

Vendors 
Thais enjoy eating snacks. Some 
vendors on the street find a space, 
set up a small table and chairs, then 
sell snacks. Others pedal a tricycle 
with car and umbrella attached. A 
special bell made from two pieces of 
bamboo announces the vendor's 
arrival. Some vendors have pushcarts. 
They sell rice and curry, chicken with 
noodles and vegetables, chilli peppers, 
fruit, meat and fish, and soft drinks. 



Name: Date: 

FOOD IN THAILAND 
0 DISCUSS and EXPLAIN the meaning of the Thai saying 'Because of the prosperity 

of the land, we have fish in the water and rice in the field.' Illustrate this saying. 

0 CLASSIFY the following foods under the correct headings: 
bananas, perch, oranges, durians, egglant, spinach, mackerel, pork, lobster, 
limes, guava, corn, celery, pineapples, shrimp, green onions, apples, tuna, 
chicken, mangoes, watermelons, turnips. 

FRUIT VEGETABLES MEAT FISH 

0 COMPARE lunches eaten by students in schools in Thailand, and students in schools 
in Australia. 

LUNCH IN THAILAND LUNCH AT MY SCHOOL 

0 DISCUSS and LIST the pros and cons of each type of lunch. 
Use separate paper for this activity. 

0 DISCUSS which lunch foods would be a healthier choice. 
Give reasons to support your decision. 
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Name: Date: 

FOOD IN THAILAND 
0 FIND THE WORDS from the text that match the following meanings: 

- 'A person who sets up a small stall or shop on the street to sell various 
products including food and so~ drinks.' 

- 'A popular liquid seasoning made from fermented fish.' 

- 'rice soaked for up to eight hours, then steamed' 

- 'Plants used to add flavouring in cooking.' 

0 DISCUSS and EXPLAIN the impact of a tropical climate on the variety and abundance 
of foods grown in Thailand. 

0 COMPARE a family meal in Thailand with a family meal in your home. 
Illustrate the differences and/or similarities. 

0 DESIGN a vendor's cart. 

0 COLLECT, DISPLAY and SAMPLE examples of foods listed in the text from 
supermarkets, Asian grocery stores, and fruit markets. 
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Name: Date: 

FRUITS OF THAILAND 
Numerous different kinds of banana (kfua,) are grown 0 Highlight and write the ADJECTIVES that 
in Thailand. Some are large and others are finger-
sized. Most are available throughout the year. describe: 

Equally ubiquitous is the coconut (maprao), a - Thai bananas 
staple ingredient in Thai cooking. It also provides 
delicious and refreshing juice on a hot day. - coconut juice 

Other popular all-year fruits include papaya 
(mafako), pineapple (sapparot), sweet orange5 (som -oranges 
tra), lime (manao) and guava (farang). 

The mostfamousfruit of the north is the longan 0 Circle and write the ADVERB that tells how 
(lam yai) whose fruiting season from June to August 

people wait for the fruiting season of the is eagerly awaited by enthusiasts all over the country. 
Lychee5 (finch,), grown in Chiang Mai and surrounding longan. 
provinces, appear in markets from April to June. 

0 EXPLAIN the meaning of: 

- 'finger-sized' 

- 'staple ingredient' 

- 'eagerly awaited by enthusiasts' 

The Thai mango (mamuang), most plentiful from 
March through June, is celebrated for its delicate 

0 Highlight and write the ADJECTIVES that flavour. Some of the many varieties are eaten green, 
while others are served ripe and accompanied by describe: 
glutinous rice flavoured with coconut milk. 

-flavour The famous durlan (thurian) makes its welcome 
appearance on the market between May and August. -aroma 
The potent aroma from this large, spiny fruit deters 
some, but connoisseurs regard it as the ultimate -fruit 
delicacy and are willing to pay high prices for prized 
varieties. 

0 CHOOSE WORDS from the text that mean: 

- 'someone who has a special interest or a knowledge of a particular subject' 

- 'a very tasty or expensive food' 

' rf I' ' t ' - powe u or s rong ......... .. ...... 

- an odour or smell 

- 'most important' .................................... 

0 DESCRIBE people's views towards durian. 
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Name: Date: 

FRUITS OF THAILAND 
Covered with ruby-red bristles, the rambutan (ngao) 
contains succulent sweet white fruit, available from 
May to September. The mangosteen (mangkhut), 
which fruits during the same period, has a thick, 
maroon-coloured skin that conceals a number of 
sweet segments. 

The custard apple (noina) is most plentiful from 
June to September. The jackfrult (khanun), the 
largest ofall Thai fruits, is available from January to 
May. The grapefruit-like pomelo (eom-o) appears 
abundantly from August through November and is 
much admired for its juicy eweetness. 

In bright red with yellowish or greenish hair, the 
rambutan is beautiful in appearance. Its white flesh 
is firm, sweet and juicy. The most widely grown 
species are the pink rambutan, the school rambutan, 
and the che-mong. 

If you find that the meat does not come off the 
seed readily, you may use a knife to help. 

The price is 10-30 Baht per kilo. 
Season: May to June. 

The durlan (thu-rain) is a very special fruit. Reputed 
to be the king of all fruits, its strong smell sometimes 
turns people away before they have a chance to taste 
it. However, if one can overcome one's initial dislike 
of its foul smell and give it a try, one is likely to love 
its rich, unique flavour. 

Among the various species, the golden pillow 
(manthong) is most agreeable to the beginner. Other 
famous varieties include the long-stemmed (kanyao) 
and the gibbon ( cha ni). 

The price is from 30-40 to 70-80 Baht per kilo. 
Season: May to June. 

0 Highlight and write ADJECTIVES describing: 
- bristles ___________ _ 

-fruit _____________ _ 

- rambutan ___________ _ 

- hair ______________ _ 

-flesh 

0 HIGHLIGHT and WRITE the word in the text 
that means 'great in amount or number'. 

0 Pomelo is compared with a 

0 'Meat' refers to 

0 The durian is reputed to be the 

0 'Reputed' means 

0 Highlight and write ADJECTIVES to describe: 

-'smell' _____ _ 

- 'flavour' _____ _ 

0 LIST three of the varieties of durian available: 

0 CIRCLE the species of durian recommended as the 
one to try if you're eating durian for the first time. 

Longan (lam-yai) 
The longan was brought into 
Thailand by Chinese immigrants 
hundreds of years ago. It was 
first planted in Bangkok, then in 
the north where it flourished to 
become one of Thailand's largest 
export fruits. 

The most famous species is 
the pink longan produced in 
Chiang Mai. Its flesh is pinkish 
and thick, and delightfully sweet. 

Priced from 20-60 Baht per 
kilo. Season: May to July. 

0 The longan is native to Thailand. Circle YES or NO. 

0 'Flourished' means 

0 Highlight and write ADJECTIVES that describe the flesh. 

0 The longan is one of Thailand's largest 
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Name: Date: 

FRUITS OF THAILAND 
Mango5teen (mang-khut) 

0 Highlight and write ADJECTIVES that describe the Cut open the thick red rind with 
a sharp knife. Be careful not to 

rind let the sap contained in the skin 
stain your clothes, because it 
would leave permanent marks. pulp 

The white.juicy pulp is divided 
flesh into 5 to B segments, of which 1 texture 

to 3 contain a seed. The sweet 
flesh has a delicate texture and 0 EXPLAIN 'melt in your mouth'. will melt in your mouth. 

Priced from 10-30 Baht per 
kilo. Season: May ta July. 

0 Write TRUE or FALSE for the following statements: 

- 'Rambutan are available from May to September.' 

- 'Mangosteen are available from May to September.' 

- 'Jackfruit is available from January to May.' 

- 'Pomelo is available from August to November.' 

- 'Rambutan is available between May and June.' 

0 MATCH fruit names with Thai pronunciation. 

banana maprao lychees mafako 

coconut lam yai mango ngao 

papaya sapparot duran farang 

pineapple thurian mangosteen khanun 

oranges manao rambutan linchi 

lime mang-khut jackfruit kfuai 

guava mamuang pomelo som tra 

longan som-o 

FRUITY IDEAS 
Display a selection of fresh tropical Thai fruits . ---• 

~ . -• Collect and display images of Thai fruit trees . ~ • Describe the fruit's appearance . • 
• Write 5 clue riddles about each piece of fruit . . _,,; 

• Discuss fruit's size, shape, texture, mass, aroma and taste . 
• Sketch fruits from varying viewpoints using lead, charcoal and colour . 

• Sketch 'still life' arrangements of fruits . 

• Estimate and measure mass of fruits . 
• Display a selection of tinned tropical fruits . 

Copy label in 'pop art' style (Andy Warhol). 
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1. Collect and display examples of food products imported from Thailand. 
2. Discuss: (a) why food products are imported from Thailand into Australia, and 

(b) the impact this has had on Australians. 
3. Discuss images and information on packaging. 
4. Research Thailand and Australia's trade agreements. 
5. Create a collage of imported food products using packaging and labels. 
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Name: Date: 

THAI RESTAURANT REVIEWS 
Thai restaurants are very popular throughout Sydney for the wonderful tastes and 
affordable prices offered by them. The first Thai restaurant, The Siam, opened in Sydney 
on 26 August 1976 at Bondi. It is currently located at Paddington. 

Carefully read the following restaurant reviews. 

'f!FIA! li"A@©[[))A 
This popular little spot, located just a few doors from 
the cinema in Beverly Hills' 'restaurant strip', is often 
packed on Saturday nights, so if you plan to make 
the trip it's advisable to book ahead. 

You'll find all the traditional Thai dishes such as 
tom ka gai (chicken soup with coconut milk), kung pad 
prik (prawns with chilli sauce), satay chicken, and red 
and green curry at reasonable prices. If you want to 
sample something different, try the kiew krob (fried 
wonton skins) or the nokgra tha pad ped (chilli quail). 

Entrees are around $6 and mains are mostly 
$10-50. We had a mixed entree, two mains and rice 
for around $22 each. 

And despite the fact that the restaurant was full, 
the service was impressive-no long waits for meals 
here. The staff were friendly and attentive. 

Dinner Monday to Saturday. Licensed and BYO 
(corkage $1-50 per person). Amex, BC, D, MC, V. 
455 King Georges Road, Beverly HIiis 
ff (02) 9585 1899 

'f!FIW 'f!FIA! 
Thip Thai has long been a favourite in this area of 
Sydney, and not just because there is little competi
tion. The food, while not holding any surprises, is fresh 
and tasty, with traditional Thai favourites being the 
most popular-money bags, curry puffs, soups, red 
and green curries, stirfries fragrant with basil and 
lemongrass, barbecues and seafood are all listed. 

The place jumps on Friday nights with the after
work crowd tucking into substantial serves of jungle 
curry, braised beef curry, spicy seafood and barbecued 
king prawns. All the food is MSG-free and can be 
prepared without chilli if you can't stand the heat. 

Thip Thai also offers a takeaway and delivery 
service for lunch and dinner, as well as home catering 
for functions. Entrees start at $5-60, mains ranging 
from $6-50 for vegetable dishes to $14 for seafood 
specials. Desserts are $4-50. 

Lunch Monday to Friday, dinner seven days. BYO 
(corkage 60 cents per person). Amex, BC. D, MC, V. 
3/65 Strathallen Avenue, Northbrldge 
ff (02) 9558 8855 

~IFIA[[))A 'f!FIA! 
It's difficult to decide what to try first, but the 
mixed entree solves the problem, offering a 
selection of starters including spring rolls, curry 
puffs and satays. Follow this with podop (baked 
boneless duck in light soy sauce), stirfried beef 
with chilli, chicken with cashew nuts and chilli 
jam, or the ever-popular pad Thai Red and green 
curries, spicy salads and seafood dishes are also 
on offer. 

Entrees are around $4 to $6, and mains $8 
to $12. Shada Thai will happily accommodate 
large groups and there is a free home-delivery 
service for dinner order (minimum order $20). 

Lunch Tuesday to Friday, dinner Tuesday to 
Sunday. BYO (no corkage). Amex, BC, D, MC, V. 

548 Princes Highway, Rockdale 
ff (02) 9567 4527 

Ref: Cheap Eats Guide, 1998 

0 DISCUSS and LIST the kind of 
information given to the reader in 
these reviews. 

0 DISCUSS the language used to 
encourage people to go to these 
restaurants. 

0 CONSIDER and DISCUSS the 
author's purpose in writing these 
restaurant reviews. 

0 Which of these 3 restaurants 
would you choose to go to and 
why? 

0 VISIT a Thai restaurant in your 
local area. 

0 WRITE a review of your experience 
at the restaurant. 
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Name: Date: 

THAI CHEFS ON PARADE 
Carefully read the information about Na pa porn Webb, the chef at the Chork Dee 
Thai Restaurant. Complete the cloze passage using words from the text. 

• 4 782,,1913 

. 216 
··• KatC>omba. St, 

Katoomba. 

Chork Dee Restauran-t; 
Napaporn Webb was born in Prajenburri, Thailand, and 
came to Australia in 1983. Par, as she prefers to be 
called, married Laurie in 1984 and in 1986 they moved 
to Katoomba and opened the Chork Dee Thai Restaurant. 
Par learned her cooking from her mother in Thailand and 
adopted it for the restaurant, insisting on only the 
freshest ingredients to maintain the high standards of 
cuisine she insists upon. Her daughter Anna is now 
learning the 'trade' so that she may continue the 
tradition in future years. 

The Chork Dee has earned the Restaurant and 
Catering Association Best Asian Restaurant Award for 
the Blue Mountains region 1997 and Best Specialty 
Restaurant Award for the Blue Mountains and Western 
Districts regions 1998 and a place in the New South 
Wales finals for both years. 

Par prefers to keep the restaurant small and intimate, 
having been in business at the same premises for 12years 
and gained an excellent reputation, this preference seems 
to be a good recipe for success. 

from Blue Mounta/ms GazetU, February 1999 

0 Na pa porn Webb was born in ______ , Thailand and migrated to 
Australia in Par and her husband ______ _ 
moved to Katoomba in and opened the _____ _ 

_____ Restaurant. 

Par learned her cooking from her _____ _ 

She has adapted her knowledge and skills to the _____ _ 
only using _____ ingredients. 

Her daughter Anna is learning the trade to be able to _____ _ 

The Chork Dee Restaurant received the award for the _____ _ 
______ in the Blue Mountains in 1997 and 

Best ______ Restaurant in 1998. 

Par keeps the restaurant ______ and intimate. The restaurant 
has been operating from the same premises for ______ years 

and has an excellent----------· 

0 EXPLAIN Par's good recipe for success. 
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I This is an advertisement for the Chork Dee Thai Restaurant I 

Chork Dee 
Thai Restaurant 

AUTHENTIC 
THAI CUISINE 

EAT-IN OR TAKE-AWAY - BYO 
OPEN 6 DAYS FROM 5:30 PM 

KATOOMBA 
4783-1913 

216 Katoomba Street, Katoomba 

0 LIST the information given about the restaurant in the advertisement. 

0 DISCUSS and LIST the positive features of this advertisement. 

0 NAME one way you would change this advertisement. 
Give reasons for your decision. 

0 DESIGN your own advertisement for this restaurant including your 
change to the above ad. 

FURTHER IDEAS: 
• Collect examples of advertisements for Thai restaurants in your local and 

wider community. Discuss the effectiveness of these ads. 

• Locate and visit a Thai restaurant in your local area. 

• Describe the interior and exterior of the restaurant focusing on atmosphere, 
architecture and signs of Thai influence. 

• Arrange an interview or class visit with restaurant owners. 
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Tliai Restaurant 

216 KATOOMBA STREET KATOOMBA. NSW. 2780. TELEPHONE: (02) 4782 1913 

cu&,,,s-i 
served with peanut sauce _________ $5-90 

TueiSatill/ servec with peanut sauce _________ $5-90 

Tod l\\<v, qc,;1, ea/,,) 
Minced fillet of fish mixed with red curry, green beans, 
lime leaves, and served with plum sauce _____ $6-60 

-p.j, 1M, (sptWJ ~) 
Minced pork, vermicelli, carrot and herbs, 
served with plum sauce __________ $5-90 

.Jloo ~ 
Minced pork crabmeat herbs, egg. soy sauce, 
wrapped in bean skin and seived with plum sauce ______ $5,90 

C•m(Pu{/s 
Minced chicken mixed with mild curry, potato, 
wrapped in puff pastry and served with plum sauce -----· $5,90 

Y,w,d E.tru 
A combination of any four of the above entrees ___ $5·90 

G-a,q'Da,,.q 
Beef cooked with red curry, coconut milk, 
bamboo shoots. peas and basil ______ _ $9-90 

G-a,q ~ Wal,, 
Beef cooked with green curry, coconut milk, 
bamt:x,o shoots. peas and basil ______ _ $9-90 

I\IUl, 'Pad !\a,\ 1\1,a,,.J)"'i 
Beef fried with carrot, mushroom, 
onion, garlic and oyster sauce _______ _ $9-90 

Su,,,; aJ\C! S.W 'P<wfu 
Pork fried with tomato, cucumber, shallot, 
onion, garlic, fish sauce and soy sauce ____ _ $9-90 

'Padb>.q 
Pork fried with ginger, fungus, onion, 
shallot, garlic, fish and soy sauce ______ _ $9-90 

Lrut 
Minced pork cooked with shallot, onion, 
coriander, mint chilli lemon juice, fish sauce, 
and served with fresh salad vegetables ____ _ $9-90 

G-a,q 'Da,,.q 6-.q 
Prawns cooked with red curry, coconut milk, 
and garnished with basil _________ $12-90 

Su,,,; aJ\C! Sow 'P,a,,JI\S 
Prawns fried with tomato, cucumber, shallot, 
onion, garlic, fish sauce and seasoning _____ $12,90 

20 ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS JOURNAL 

6wl'Pad (tl,a fi..C<) -------- $7-40 
Half serve $4-60 

6,,,J~ (st,a,,,.ocl!\.C<) _______ sucket $2-50 
Half serve and take-away $1-30 

-Pad'Pu/, 
Stir-fried vegetables with garlic and oyster sauce ________ $7-20 

Half serve $4-50 

Salad vegetables with egg, tofu, and peanut sauce -----· $3-90 

'PadTi.oI, 
Noodles fried with prawn. egg tofu, bean sprouts, 
garlic, chives, tamarind juice, vinegar, fish sauce, 
and garnished with peanuts ________ _ $7-40 

Half serve $4-60 

TruU u,, seas,,, ____________ _ 

1..Jjc/..,,s 'JNJ,,u.ma>1 ---------
:P.a,,,J«ta,s 'JNJ,,u,, cw:w ________ _ 

,9c, """" ,t,JJ,,~wppv.q ------
,9c, """" 'JNJ,,su-awl-emi tolf\Jl(j -------

-PruJs 
C. 1)(,t C. L~. L--. Y/iwra£ Watu (p,r ea,,) --
~ 11.LC< (p,rq&lss) -------
(9ro,q, 11.LC< (p,r qe=) ------
C<,(iu- r~ M> cl.arq, (p,, p,r...,) -----
T ,a, ~ L.,,,.. G-rass aJ\C! 'P2av.- re/<M "' cl.arq, 

(p,r p,r,;,,.) 

• "B.1/.(9. 
• A~ T«.ai,-stlj'-e di.,siq,s 

• 1w OJ:kkd. ~~ q~ <91' ~ 
~S llSed. V. <9«l coofw.q 

• -Piws am sttljoct w a.etuaruw. vJ~ ~ 

• T ~sd.a!f w Sw<.d.ruf - 8 30 P"' 
• ~ 830 P"' (s~ ~s ~) 

$3-40 
$3-40 
$3-40 
$2-20 
$2-20 

$1-50 
$1-50 
$1-50 
$1-50 



Name: Date: 

I Chork Dee Thai Restaurant Menu I 
0 The name of the restaurant is __________________ _ 

0 It is located at ________________________ _ 

0 To telephone the restaurant, ring _________________ _ 

0 Restaurant hours are from .............. , ___________________ _ 

0 During the school holidays the restaurant also opens on ________ _ 

0 B.Y.0. means __________________ _ and refers to 

0 is not added to the food. 

Why have diners been told about this additive not being included in their cooking? 

0 EXPLAIN the meaning of the following statements: 

- 'Authentic Thai-style dishes' __________________ _ 

- 'Prices are subject to alteration without notice.' __________ _ 

- '4 per serve' ________________________ _ 

-An entree is --------------------------

0 LIST the entrees available at the Chork Dee Restaurant. 

0 LIST some of the ingredients used in the recipes at this restaurant. 

Meats Vegetables Herbs/Spices Seafood Other 
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Name: Date: 

I Chork Dee Thai Restaurant Menu I 

0 Cost of the main courses range from ______ to ____ _ 

Cost of desserts range from ______ to ____ _ 

Cost of entrees range from ______ to ____ _ 

The most expensive meal costs ..... ____ _ 

0 The difference between half serve and full serve is-----------

The foods at the restaurant sold as half or full serves are _______ _ 

RESTAURANT MATHS 

0 All drinks cost $1-50. The total cost for 2 apple juice, 1 mineral water, a diet coke 

and 1 pot of Jasmine tea would be ________________ _ 

0 Calculate the cost of 

- 3 serves of chicken satay __________________ _ 

- 6 serves of Poh Pia ____________________ _ 

- 4 serves of Tod Mun ____________________ _ 

0 For dessert, 4 people decided to have rambutans with ice cream, 2 decided to 

have lychees with ice cream and 2 chose ice cream with chocolate topping. 

These 8 desserts cost ___________ _ altogether. 

0 The total cost for one serve of each of the following would be ______ _ 

Chicken Satay, Tod Mun, Gang Dang, Larb, full serve of Pad Thai 

Calculate the change received from $50. 

0 You have $20-00 to spend on a meal at the Chork Dee Restaurant. 

List what you'd have, the cost, and any change left. 
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THAI FLOATING MARKETS 
Floating markets are set up on boats where people who live on or near the water buy or sell goods throughout 
the day. Many of the traders are women. People can buy almost everything they need-food and household 
goods-at these markets. Floating markets are noisy, bustling places-a hive of activity! 
0 THINK about what the sellers in the boats could be saying. 
0 Complete the speech bubbles with appropriate dialogue. 
0 WRITE the dialogue between the sellers below, using inverted commas to show direct speech. 

fhe Sunday lt:legr;.;ph, 11 January 1998 
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THAI FOOD 
Arrange these food words in alphabetical order. 

(a) ginger cloves garlic 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

pineapple 

coconut 

rambutan 

peanut basil 

pepper chilli 

jackfruit longan 

cumin 

papaya 

noodle 

mango 

cinnamon galangal 

banana pomelo 

pandanus leaf coriander 

lychee lime 

Break these words into syllables. (Remember each syllable contains a vowel or a letter that has a vowel sound.) 

mangosteen rambutan papaya longan coriander sesame 

vermicelli coconut bamboo cucumber tamarind cardamom 

0 Compound words - Join words from Group A to Group B to make new words. 

Group A pine jack soy cat goose egg spare 

pan mush crab coco bam man long 

Group B fruit berry ribs meat boo apple go 

bean plant room nut an fish cake 

Write the compound word: 

~ ~t~~~...:..,.....,.~-------~ L_____===-----



Name: Date: 

Fried rice sticks with coconut sauce 
Rice, the staple food in the central and southern parts of Thailand, is long
grained non-glutinous rice. Uncooked grains are translucent; when cooked 
the rice is white and fluffy. 

Glutinous rice, also known as sticky rice, is the mainstay of the diet in 
the northern and north-eastern regions of the country, and is used in 
confectionery. 

Uncooked grains are starchy white in colour. Fermented rice is made by 
fermenting cooked glutinous rice. It is sold as a sweet. Rice is usually 
cooked using the absorption method, ensuring fluffy, fragrant rice every time. 

INGREDIENTS 
200 g rice sticks 
1 carrot 
1 tablespoon oil 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
250 g pork fillet, thinly sliced 
2 cups coconut milk 
½ cup coconut cream 
2 teaspoons palm sugar 
2 teaspoons fish sauce 
2 teaspoons tamarind sauce 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh chives 
100 g firm tofu, chopped 
fresh coriander leaves 

METHOD 

1. Place rice sticks in bowl; cover with hot water, stand 

15 minutes. ~ 

2. Chop carrot into thin strips. Heat oil in wok, add garlic, 
onion and pork, cook until pork is browned and tender. 

3. Stir in coconut milk, coconut cream, sugar, sauces and 
carrot, simmer 5 minutes. Remove ½ cup liquid from 
wok. 

4. Stir in drained rice sticks; cook 5 minutes or until tender. ~ 
'"'""''-< Stir in chives. Place rice sticks on serving dish and spoon n1-. . .....,,.. 

over reserved liquid. Serve topped with tofu and coriander. 

Best made close to serving time. 
Freezing: Not suitable 
Microwave: Not suitable 
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Name: Date: 

Fried rice sticks with coconut sauce 
0 LIST the quantities required for the following ingredients: 

coconut milk 

tofu 

fish sauce 

chives ______ _ 

0 Circle and list the VERBS in the method. 

0 EXPLAIN the meaning of: 

- 'stand 15 minutes' 

garlic 

rice sticks 

- 'tender'------------------·----------
' . . - simmer _________________ _ 

0 Name the type of pot this dish is cooked in _____________ _ 

0 LIST the ingredients stirred into the wok. 

0 TRUE or FALSE? 

- Fried rice sticks with coconut sauce can be made a week ahead. 

- This recipe is suitable for freezing. 

-This recipe is not suitable for microwaving. 

- Fried rice sticks with coconut sauce is best made just before serving 
time ............. ___ _ 

- Dried coriander leaves are recommended. 

0 Number the following steps G) to @ in correct cooking sequence. 

___ Stir in coconut milk, coconut cream and sugar. 

___ Heat oil in the wok. 

___ Chop carrot into thin strips. 

___ serve topped with tofu and coriander 

___ Remove ! cup liquid from the wok. 

___ Cook pork until it is browned and tender. 

0 INVESTIGATE and EXPLAIN the difference between coconut milk and coconut cream. 
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Name: Date: 

Fried rice sticks with coconut sauce 
0 Read each sentence strip carefully 

0 CUT and REASSEMBLE, check accuracy, then PASTE sentence strips into the correct order. 
~-------------------------------------------------------

Heat oil in wok, add garlic, onion and pork. 
r--------------------------------------------------------

Remove 6 cup liquid from the wok. 
1--- -----------------------------------------------------

Stir in chives. 
I- ---------- -·- - - --- - ----- - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - --- - -----

Place rice sticks in a bowl. 
r--------------------------------------------------------

Spoon over reserved liquid. 
1---------------------------------------------------------

Cover rice sticks with hot water, stand 15 minutes. 
1---------------------------------------------------------

Simmer coconut milk, cream, sugar, sauces and carrot for 5 minutes. 
1---------------------------------------------------------

Stir in drained rice sticks. 
r--------------- -------------------- -------------------

Place rice sticks on serving dish. 
1----------------------------------------------------------

Cook 5 minutes or until tender. 
1---------------------------------------------------------

Chop carrot into thin strips. 
1---------------------------------------------------------

Served topped with tofu and coriander. 
1---------------------------------------------------- ----

Cook until pork is tender. 
r---- --------------------------------------------------

Stir in coconut milk, cream, sugar, sauces and carrot. 



JF (()) cc us (()) Jill Thaili aJm dL 
Annual festivals and holidays 
Chiangmai has enough festivals to keep 
even the most avid fun-seekers happy. 

There's something for everyone, 
whether it's the hot-season water festi
val Songkran in April, or the quieter 
moonlight festival Loy Krathong in 
November. 

Note that Chiangrai has its own dis
tinctive festivals. Check our 'Welcome 
to Chiangrai' section for more dates. 
For details of events see 
http//www.Chiangmai-chiangrai.com 

I JANUARY I 
New Year's Day 
The international new year is celebra
ted in Thailand much like anywhere 
else, with the first day of January as a 
national holiday. 

Chiangmai Red Cross and Winter Fair 
This fair is the premier event for much 
of the province's agricultural popula
tion. Farmers and locals from miles 
around come to swap stories and 
goods. This year's fair will be held at 
the Chiangmai Provincial Hall from the 
end of December through to the first 
week of January. 

Wat Jedee Luang 
Revival of an ancient ceremony to pay 
tribute to this important temple which 
was constructed in 1454 IlE. 

(Organised by the Chiangmai 
Tourism Business Association) 

Borsarng Umbrella Festival 
Ilorsarng village displays traditional 
village life, elephants and parades. 
Visitors are welcome to participate in 
handicraft competitions set up to 
promote Ilorsarng village handicrafts. 
(mid-January) 

Wood-carving Fair 
This local fair is held at the Ilaan Tawai 
village in 1-Iamg Dong. It includes cere
monies, parades and exhibitions of this 
village's woodcarvings. (late-January) 

I FEBRUARY I 
Ceremonial veneration of 
King Gawila's statue 
Ceremonies take place at the statue of 
King Gawila, the last Lanna king, at 
the GawilaArmybase. (1-7 February) 

Dtee11 Jok Festival 
Mae Jaem district is well worth a visit 
for this annual event. See the weaving 
technique demonstrated and a display 
of prize fabrics. You can buy unusual 
traditional Thai souvenirs at very 
reasonable prices. (7-9 February) 

Flower Carnival 
Over 20 flower-covered floats parade 
through the city on Saturday morning. 
See beauty contests, flower exhibitions, 
and cultural performances. (1st week 
of February) 

Strawberry Fair 
Don't miss this special fair of every
one's favourite berry in Samerng 
district, some 48 km from Chiangmai. 
(mid-February) 

Chinese New Year 
Date as per the Lunar calendar. 

Makha liucha 
This religious holiday commemorates 
the occasion of the Iluddha's first ser
mon to 250 disciples. All are welcome 
to join the Wien T!,ien procession 
under the full moon. Worshippers 
carry lighted candles, joss sticks and 
small flower bouquets while walking 
three times around the Jecldee of a 
temple. (According to the Lunar 
calendar.) 

I APRILi 
Thai Heritage Weck 
In honour of Princess Srindhorn's 
birthday many cultural activities take 
place at Chiangmai University. 

Cricket SLws Annual Tournament 
Daily matches from 8:30 an1 take place 
at the l00-year-old Gymkhana Club, 
Lumpoon Road. Matches last only 
40 minutes. (4-9 April) 

Chakri Dynasty Memorial Day 
1-Ioliclay (6 April) 

Poy Sanglong Festival 
Mae Hong Som province hosts this 
grand Shan-style festival to welcome 
new initiates into manhood. 

6th Annual Poy Sanglong Festival 
Chiangmai residents of Shan origin 
organise lestivities at Jedi Luan Temple 
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S011gk,·a11 
All are fair gan1e in this contest of water 
throwing during Thai New Year. Ile 
sure to wear your quickest-drying 
clothes to all the parades, beauty 
contests and cultural shows scheduled 
for this period. (13-15 April) 

IMAYI 
Public holidays 
Labour Day, 1st; Coronation Day, 5th 

2000 Asian Development Bank 
Conference 
For details see website at 

www.infothai.com 

Mango Fair 
This agricultural fair takes place in the 
Sunzai district of Chiangmai over the 
second weekend in May. There's a 
beauty contest, parade, and cultural 
show. 

Lychee Festival 
The lychee is one of the most delicious 
tropical fruits and Farng is a good place 
to celebrate this season. The festival 
takes place over the second and third 
weekends in May and has plenty of 
things to do and see. 

Doi Buthep pilgrimage 
On the night of 15 May, worshippers 
gather to light candles and make the 
7 km pilgrimage up to the temple on 
Doi Suthep. 

Vi.rnka Bacha 
Tl1is is one of the year's purely religious 
holidays, in commemoration of the 
birth, enlightenment and death of the 
Iluddha. Residents walk up Doi 
Suthep to make merit at the temple on 
the night of the full moon on 17 May. 

City Pillar lnthakin Festival 
This ceremony is held to invoke bles
sings of peace, happiness and pros
perity for the city and its residents. 
Iluddha images are paraded around the 
city. It is held at Wal Jcdee Luang for 
7 auspicious days and nights in the 7th 
lunar month. (29 May - 4 June) 



IJUNEI 
Tbamboo11 M11a11g 
This merit-making ceremony is held to 
preserve the ancient Lanna traditions, 
culture and heritage. The various acti
vities are at the four gates and corners 
of the ancient city walls. (JO June) 

IJULYI 
Asa/aha B11c/1a 
This Buddhist holy day commemorates 
the Buddha's sermon to his first five 
disciples, and marks the start of the 
three-month Buddhist lent called Kl,01v 
Paansa. Monks do not leave their tem
ple unnecessarily for fear of harming 
any living things during the retreat of 
the rains. (16-17 July) 

International Race Weck 
Chianmai Speedway, Hangdong Road, 
hosts a first racing competition of go
karts, motorbikes and jeeps. 

Details at www.racingevents.com/ 
(31 July - 6 August) 

I AUGUST I 
Lumyai Fair 
This fruit fair takes place at Chiangmai 
and Lumpoon to the south. 

Iler Majesty's Birthday 
Government buildings and streets 
throughout the kingdom are brightly lit 
in celebration of Mothers' Day, and in 
tribute to Her Majesty. (12 August) 

Northern Floral and DccoratiYc 
Plants Show 
Horticultural extravanganza features 
orchids, flower arrangements and 
potted plants at Rama IX Lanna Park. 
(11-13 August) 

I SEPTEMBER I 
Langsart Fair 
This annual fruit fair is held in the 
Uttaradit province on the second or 
third weekend of the month. Parades 
and beauty contests are featured in this 
provincial fair. 

I OCTOBER I 
Poy Lem Siped 
This is a Buddhist festival held two 
weeks before Awk Pha11.1t1 in Mae Hong 
Som Province. (1-13 October) 

Tod K"thi11 
The name given to celebration of the 
Buddhist holy day Ad, Phansa, which 
marks the end of both lent and the 
rainy season. Throughout the month 
there are colourful, noisy processions 
and donations of food and necessities 
to monks. 

DheYo-Rohana Offering Ceremony 
This celebration of the day Buddha's 
spirit descended from heaven and 
returned to earth is held on the first day 
of the waning moon in the II th lunar 
month. Dried foods are presented to 
monks at the temple on the CMU 
campus. (13-14 October) 

BougainYillea Spectacle 
Don't miss this extravaganza at Thapae 
Gate. It is held in honour of King Chu
lalongkom, Rama V. (21-23 Ocwber) 

I NOVEMBER I 
Lo/mg Sapao Jao Wiang La.¥om 
This takes place in Lampang during 
Loy K.rathong fair, with hot-air lanterns 
and fireworks displays. (3-4 November) 

Loy Krathong Festii•al 
The most charming of all Thai festivals. 
The custom of placing hand-made 
floats decorated with flowers and 
candles on waterways goes backs over 
700 years to the Sukhothai period. 

In the north, Yee Peng is celebrated 
for two nights under a full moon. As 
the moon rises on the second night, a 
procession of beautiful maidens and 

I DECEMBER I 
Days of Roses 
Exhibitions of the world's most popular 
flower, cultural performances, and 
competitions held at Suan Buag Haad 
City Park. ( 4-6 December) 

Northern Souvenir Fair 
Sales booths of nationwide-made handi
crafts gather at Northern Industrial 
Promotion Centre, Roonghotel Road. 
(early December) 

The King's Birthday 
His Majesty's birthday celebrations are 
nationwide tributes, with gaily lit 
buildings and streets. His birthday is 
also Father's Day in Thailand. 
(5 December) 

Chiangmai Food Festival 
This is Chiangmai's annual celebration 
of Thai cuisine and is a major eating 
event held at Gaad Chemgdoi, Chonta
prathan Road. (/3-17 December) 

Doi Kham Royal Project Annual Fair 
It is held at the Empress Hotel. 
(111id-December) 

Christmas and New Year's EYe 
These Western holidays are as lively 
here in Chiangmai as they are anywhere 
else. Every street is alive with celebra
tions. 

floats parade through the city of 
Chiangmai to the Mae Ping River. I'. 
(10-12 Nmrn1ber) ~ · 
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Many highlanders moving into the city 
to flee droi1ght, poverty and hardship 
by Anjira Assavanonda & Subin Khuenkaew 
Hilltribe people are usually supposed 
to live in the highlands. To them, living 
like lowlanders used to be unthinkable. 

But not any more. A large number 
of hilltribe families are found settling 
in many crowded areas of Chiang Mai 
city. 

These hilltribe people have been 
moving into the city centre to escape 
from drought, poverty, and the hardship 
they were facing on the mountains. 
Such migration to the lowland started 
several years ago (there has been no 
record of when the settlement exactly 
began), and the number has been 
steadily on the rise. 

The traditional farming method on 
steep highland soil causes a high rate 
of erosion, depletion of soil fertility, and 
dry rivers. Furthermore the increasing 
population, rising costs of farming, and 
limited farmland resulting from state 
attempts to prevent encroachment on 
forest reserve,s have become push fact
ors for the migration. 

Descending from the hills, these 
people have been drean1ing for pros
perity and a better livelihood. Some 
even sold their land on the mountains 
in the hope of settling permanently in 
urban society. 

However despite long existence in 
the city, these ethnic minority groups 
have still be ignored by the authorities, 
and so far there has been no clear-cut 
policy to take care of them. 

Most of them are found living in a 
poor environment, changing traditional 
cultures and their way of life to survive 
in mainstream society. They are strug
gling hard to get enough money for 
daily expenses. 

Highlanders who settled down in 
Chiang Mai city have come from var
ious tribes, including the Yao, Hmong, 
Lisu and Lahu (Muser). They are found 
scattered in many communities across 
the city, such as Hua Fai, Rong Krajae, 
and Klang Ngern communities. 

Aluma Sinlee, a Lahu who descend
ed from the hills in Mae Taeng district 
seven years ago, said she would not re
turn to her home on the highland again 
because there is hardly anything to eat 
up there. Growing opium poppies, 
which used to give her a big income, 

had been prohibited by state officials. 
More than that, farming was only 
allowed on limited land to protect forest 
reserves. 

Aluma is now living with twenty 
other Lisu families in Hua Fai com
munity behind the municipality's 
slaughterhouse near Akha canal. She 
has three daughters. 

Seven years ago, Aluma and several 
friends decided to abandon their high
land lifestyle since they were convinced 
by hotel operators to work for them. 
The hotel earlier hired Aluma and her 
friends to demonstrate traditional 
dances to foreign tourists. Each of 
them was paid 900 baht a month, but 
the hotel later revoked the contract and 
replaced them with some young Thai 
teenagers. 

Now Aluma and her family have to 
do both labour and skilled work for 
their survival. Their income comes 
from sewing, cleaning floors and wash
ing dishes in small restaurants in 
Chiang Mai. Her 13-year-old daughter 
helps the family by selling hilltribe 
handicrafts at the Night Bazaar, one of 
the famous tourist spots in the city. 
Sales were not quite good, however. 
The family earns not more than 4000 
to 5000 baht a month. 

Lisu families living in the I-I ua Fai 
community also face health hazards 
caused by polluted water released from 
the slaughterhouse. Aluma said many 
Lisus have poor health and orten have 
a fever. Her daughter, Alema, said she 
still wanted to go back to the highlands, 
but had to finish secondary education 
first. The girl already has Thai nation
ality and is therefore allowed to attend 
the provincial school. 

Aluma said her relatives and a 
number of Lisus living on the hills are 
also planning to migrate down to the 
city. However some still hesitated since 
they were unsure there would be living 
space and jobs for them. Once they got 
a chance, they would surely come down. 

Research in 1997 by the Tribal 
Research Institute in Chiang Mai 
revealed that economic hardship is a 
key factor for migration orhighlanders. 
Most of them decided to migrate 
because they expected a large income 
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from trading with lowland residents 
and foreign tourists. 

Migrating hilllribe people usually 
rented land in crowded communities 
because the rent is quite low. Most 
areas are state land, which has never 
been in use and even abandoned by the 
authorities. Their resettlement was 
insecure and they are facing both 
physical and mental problems. 

Apart from crowded slums in the 
city, another gathering place is the 
Chiang Mai Cultural Centre which 
often organises a demonstration of 
tribal cultures to attract foreign tourists. 
Many hilltribe people are hired for such 
demonstration progran1s. They are also 
offered accommodation in nearby areas. 

The Night Bazaar is also another 
source of income for these highlanders. 
A lot of traditional goods are sold there. 

According to the research, there is 
another hangout for Hmong people on 
the sidewalks along Vichayanon Road. 
No houses were built, but 1-Imong 
families take turns in using certain 
areas on the sidewalk as their living 
space. Their main income is from 
selling local clothes. 

Tavich J at uvorapruek, one of the 
researchers, said living in an urban 
society means significant increase in 
daily expenses for hilltribe people. 
They have to pay more for their chil
dren's education, and for their own 
material desires which are fuelled by 
TV and radio advertising. 

However most hilltribe people 
decided to settle here permanently 
because they had nothing left on the 
highlands. Mr Tavich, therefore, called 
for the concerned authorities lo pay 
more attention to these minority 
people, helping them to have higher 
living standards. 

He finally concluded the best 
solution is to develop the highland to 
make it abundant and attractive places 
for hilltribe people, and the minority 
people themselves should learn how 
to use and preserve these natural 
resources for their own and future 
generations. 

from Bangkok Post, 2 November 1998 
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Tourism aimed at helping hilltribe project 
become self-supporting 
Agricultural shows already under way 
by Peerawat Jariyasombat 
A development project aimed at 
improving the lives of hilltribe people 
has expanded into promoting itself as 
a tourist attraction. 

Bordering Durma in Chiang Rai 
province, the Doi Tung project was 
initiated in 1987 by Her Royal Highness 
the late Princess Mother to reafforest 
150 square kilometres destroyed by 
slash-and-burn agriculture and opium 
production by hilltribe communities. 
Its initial objective was to provide 
hilltribe people with alternative cash 
crops and industries. 

Tourism, the second phase, should 
sharply increase incomes of hilltribe 
people and help the project become 
fully self-supporting, according to M.R. 
Disnadda Diskul, Director of the 
Coordination Centre. The project 
covers 93 515 rai. 

Tourism promotions are under way 
with a series of agricultural shows 
running for two months until mid
February. The J-10111 Nao, or winter 
festival, includes exhibitions of cut and 
potted flowers and decorative plants 
such as lady's slipper orchids, African 
violets, anthuriums and bromeliads. It 
will close with a display of many species 
of red flowers to celebrate St Yalen
tine1s Day. 

A month-long display of handi
crafts, the Dusy Fingers Festival, began 
on 28 November, highlighting cottage 
industries that make clothes and house-

hold ornaments in traditional and 
contemporary designs. On display are 
woven products, rugs, Sa mulberry 
paper and coffee. 

The Mae Fah Luang Arboretum, to 
be opened soon, includes many trees 
difficult to find in Thailand such as 
numerous varieties of rhododendrons, 
azaleas and orchids, including wild 
species. The 60-rai arboretum is on 
Doi Chang Mub, 1509 metres above 
sea level. It is the first centre in Thai
land to bring together rhododendrons 
from Asia, Europe, America and 
Australia. 

The new tourist attractions also 
include the personal residence of HRH 
the late Princess Mother, which has 
never been open to tourists before. The 
property is expected to be of great 
interest to Thais. 

Interior lighting is being installed to 
enable tourists to gain clear views from 
the balcony. Work is expected to be 
completed this month before the 
property opens to the public. 

'On average 500 000 tourists visit 
Doi Tung each year. Dy opening more 
attractions we expect annual arrivals to 
double by 2002', M.R. Disnadda said. 
'Tourism offers the best paid jobs here. 
In the long run, tourism businesses will 
be the biggest income source for locals.' 

When the development project 
started in 1987, local incomes averaged 
3700 baht a year, compared with 

21 000 baht currently. Tourism would 
play a key part in increasing incomes 
to 30 000 bah! in 2002, he predicted. 

Tourism would also help the project 
become self-sustaining in four years. 
Three years ago it needed 42 million 
baht in state funds to support reaffores
tation and agricultural projects. Since 
then it has been able to rely more on 
its own income, reducing requests for 
government funds by 25% in the 1997 
fiscal year and 23% this year. 

Doi Tung earned J ,6 million baht 
from tourism in the 1998 fiscal year 
ended September, compared with seven 
million baht in 1997 and six million in 
1996. 

Main attractions at Doi Tung 
include the Doi Tung Royal Villa, Mae 
Fah Luang Garden and Phra That Doi 
Tung, an ancient chedi in Lanna style. 

'Now we are gradually training local 
people in tourism operations. Working 
with us, they can learn how to serve 
guests, make beds, sell souvenirs and 
maintain our gardens. Our successes 
will make them realise the possibilities 
of running their own tourism-related 
businesses', M.R. Disnadda said. 

Doi Tung consists of 26 villages and 
four main hilltribe races: Akha, Lahu, 
Shan and Kok Min Tang. Each village 
has its own traditions and lifestyles, 
offering major potential for cultural 
tours, as well as adventure trips in the 
forest. 

from Bangkok Post, 28 December 1998 
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FOCCUS ((])Jill JPOVIERTY 
The nature and 
causes of poverty 
by The Most Reverend Peter Hollingworth AO OBE 

Poverty is a difficult term to explain. 
Firstly, this is because it is a relative 

concept. When we refer to poverty in 
Australia in relation to Third World 
countries, we are talking about 'relative 
poverty' as distinct from the 'absolute 
poverty' confronting people in 
developing nations. 

Poverty has to be understood in 
terms of the comparative expectations, 
opportunities and living standards of 
each particular country, without 
overlooking the fact that countries in 
severe poverty require the stimulus of 
economic and social development in 
order to lift their overall thresholds of 
human well-being. 

Secondly, poverty is a dynan1ic term 
which needs to be understood within 
the framework of society in rapid 
change. What our grandparents 
regarded as a reasonable standard of 
living during the depression of the 
1930s would be regarded as 
unacceptable today. 

The simplest definition was 
provided by the United States Council 

Views of poverty 

of Economic Advisers over thirty 
years ago, which described the 
poor as 'those who are unable to 
maintain a decent standard of 
living and whose basic needs 
exceed their means to satisfy 
them'. 

Such definitions may be too 
simplistic in the sense that they 
do not address the cause. Why, 
for example, do some people find 
themselves at the bottom of the socio
economic ladder? Is it to do with 
personal faults and characteristics, or 
is it more to do with structural factors 
in the external environment over which 
they have little control? Such matters 
bring us to the core of the ongoing 
debate on poverty and its causes. It will 
therefore be helpful to identify four 
different views about poverty that have 
been adopted over time. (See inset 
'Views of Poverty'.) 

Clearly, there are important issues 
that need to be addressed and under
stood in each of these four philoso
phical positions. Meanwhile there can 
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be no doubt that we will find better 
solutions to the problems of world 
poverty if we understand cause and 
effect somewhat better, rather than 
making personal judgments and 
allocating blame. In order to avoid the 
traps irtl1erent in such an approach, our 
primary understanding of poverty 
needs to be 'situational' rather than 
'personal' in its orientation. There will 
always be some who, because of 
disabilities or limited capacity, will be 
vulnerable and impoverished, and 
societies must recognise the existence 
of such people and be prepared to act 
humanely and in ways which will 
enhance their well-being and reduce 

1. Poverty-in personal and judgmental terms 
The early English Poor Laws in the sixteenth century 
discriminated between the deserving and the 
undeserving poor. They believed that the deserving 
poor should receive minimal help as a deterrent, while 
the undeserving should be sent to the workhouse as 
a deterrent or a punishment. Poverty was seen as a 
problem lying within the individual for which they were 
often blamed. 

of their lives. Such a view would argue that if poor people 
could be given better access to the tools of educational 
development they would then gain the necessary 
capacities to secure better outcomes for themselves and 
their families. 

2. Poverty-in personal and deprivational terms 
Poor people are seen as victims of environmental 
circumstances somewhat outside of their control, but 
nonetheless still regarded as being inferior or 
incompetent, or generally lacking in personal ability to 
lift themselves of their circumstances. 

3. Poverty-in structural and service delivery terms 
The poor are trapped in poverty because they do not 
have access to these essential goods and services 
which would improve the social and economic quality 
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4. Poverty-in structural terms as related to 
powerlessness and alienation 
Such a view argues that social welfare services are not 
the ideal solution because they tend to regulate and 
control the poor by keeping them in their present 
circumstances, without attempting to empower them. 
Proponents of this view argue that poverty will not 
change until the poor have g realer access to power and 
resources that will enable them to change their basic 
depressed circumstances. What the poor need is not 
handouts, or even better social services, but the capacity 
to empower themselves economically by securing a 
greater measure of the society's goods and benefits. 



their personal vulnerability. !Jut as 
well, we need to develop a much more 
sophisticated analytical understanding 
of the social and structural forces at 
work in contemporary society. 

To illustrate the point, our modern 
technological world has never had a 
greater capacity to generate wealth, yet 
the fact remains that global poverty is 
on the increase and this is due to the 
declining distributional efficiency of 
post-industrial capitalism. The modern 
conundrum is that, although some 
people are able to accumulate wealth, 
growing numbers are being locked out 
and few people care about distributing 
it more equitably because the commit
ment to social justice is not high on 
political agendas. 

Over time there have been large 
demographic shifts from rural to urban 
areas. Subsistence farming is replaced 
by large-scale agri businesses; tradi
tional peasant farmers are forced to 
leave their smallholdings to join the 
growing pool of the unemployed in 
large cities; small-scale cohesive village 
societies disappear as more people 
become part of vast urban agglomera
tions. Family life is disrupted and 
fan1ilies separated so that the basic unit 
of mutual support becomes fractured 
and less able to assist its members in 
time of need. 

Spiritual and cultural values are also 
undermined because the basic familial 
and communal structures that convey 
meaning and purpose in life have 
themselves been undermined. Where 

people lose that sense of purpose or 
meaning they also lose the drive to 
improve their life circumstances and are 
thereby further driven into mendi
cancy. This is one of the major prob
lems confronting indigenous peoples 
everywhere in the world. Having been 
displaced from traditional tribal land 
and culture, they become vulnerable, 
and governments have responded to 
their need by offering handouts of 
shelter and food. Such approaches 
adopted in earlier years of the century 
simply created a sense of dependence 
which has served only to undermine 
their sense of self worth and confi
dence. 

What are the solutions? 
The first is to address economic 
considerations to ensure that sufficient 
levels of wealth are generated within a 
society in order to support people. 
Such wealth-generating activities must 
be designed to ensure that new employ
ment prospects are created. The only 
lasting means of overcoming poverty is 
to reduce unemployment by increasing 
work opportunities. Yet work in the 
post-industrial context must go far 
beyond traditional job definitions as we 
have known them in the past. Work 
must be redefined to include all worth
while and creative activity which adds 
to the sum of human good and well
being while offering a reasonable 
income to each participant. 

Secondly, the social dimension has 
to be addressed in ways that will help 

What the poor value ... 

to rebuild family commitment and to 
buttress family life within the context 
of renewed local community life, offer
ing mutual support and cooperative 
assistance. The family, in one form or 
another, must remain the basic building 
block of society, where children are 
socialised and where people are helped 
in dealing with the struggles and 
difficulties of life. 

Finally, the spiritual dimension 
must be seen as being of critical 
importance in all of these matters. 
People must know that they are of 
infinite worth and value and be treated 
by one another and by all social 
institutions as such. It is this basic 
belief about humanity as being created 
for good ends which provides the 
necessary stimulus, motivation and the 
moral will to improve people's life 
circumstances. People will feel better 
about themselves and work better if 
they know they have a sense of purpose 
and direction in life and can find the 
faith to overcome their present diffi
culties and life circumstances. 

Thus the extent of poverty turns out 
to be more than the lack of physical 
goods and services. It also has to do 
with the way the economy distributes 
its wealth with the social structures in 
place to support and to foster family 
and community life, and with the 
spiritual and ethical belief systems that 
help to maintain the individual in a 
developing and dynamically changing 
world. 

from Global Issues, Vol. 2, No. 4, 1996 

~ 

Poverty is not only about low income. It is also about 
the quality of people's lives. 

as if they were a homogeneous group of people different 
from myself. 

Poor people's realities are complex, and specific to 
their own locality. Research in villages of West Bengal 
showed that although people were regularly hungry, 
they felt it was more important to be treated with respect 
than to have more food. 

Local people in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa are 
suggesting a range of criteria for ranking well-being and 
ill-being in their society. Those identified as being in a 
state of ill-being include the disabled, widows, people 
wrrhout land, those who cannot decently bury their dead 
or send their children to school, people who have to 
do demeaning jobs, or send their children out to work. 

I find myself reluctant to describe or identify the poor 

Robert Chambers describes and faces this dilemma 
in the 1995 discussion paper published by the Institute 
of Development Studies Poverty and Liveliltoods: 
Whose Reality Counts? 

'A person who is not poor, who pronounces on what 
matters to those who are poor, is in a trap ... We can 
struggle to reconstruct our realities, to reflect what poor 
people indicate to be theirs. But there will always be 
distortions. 

The nature of interactions between the poor and the 
non-poor affect what is shared and learned . . . If the 
reality of poor people is to count more, we have to dare 
to try and know it better.' 

Wendy Poussard 
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World population reaches six billion 
The United Nations officially declared 12 October 1999 

as the day the world population reached six billion. 

The United Nations Population Fund marked this occasion with the 
release of the report The State of the World Population 1999. 

The report notes that: 

0 Global population has quadrupled this century, growing faster than at 
any other time. 

0 Nearly half of all people on earth are under 25. 

0 People are living longer and healthier lives. Since 1950, average life 
expectancy has risen from 46 to 66 years. 

0 Women are having fewer children than ever before, and population 
growth has slowed-from 2-4% to 1-3% in 30 years. 

0 World population is expected to grow to between 7-3 and 10-7 billion by 
2050, with 8-9 billion considered the most likely. 

However, today over a billion people are still deprived of basic needs. If a 
community of 100 people represented the world's six billion population: 

0 6 out of the 100 would own 59% of the wealth; 

0 80 would live in sub-standard housing: 

0 70 would be unable to read; 

0 50 would be malnourished; and 

0 only one would own a computer. 
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Urbanisation and alleviation of poverty 
INDONESIA: Pronioting econoniic activities in rural areas 
will reduce n1igration to urban areas 
by Prijono Tjiptoherijanto 

Over the next seventy years or so, 
Indonesia will see a doubling of its 
present population, and an even faster 
rise in the population of urban areas. 

In 1990, 55-4 million people-30-9% 
of the nation's total population-lived 
in urban areas. About 40% of these 
dwellers lived in metropolitan areas 
(urban population greater than one 
million) and large cities (500 000 to one 
million), and another 20% lived in 
medium-sized cities (100 000 to 
500 000). 

The number of small cities (less 
than 100 000 inhabitants) is enormous 
compared with medium and large 
cities. Since the medium-sized cities are 
not well developed yet, people from 
rural areas or small cities tend to 
migrate directly to large cities, and 
especially metropolitan areas. 

The urban population almost 
tripled during the period 1920-90. 
From 1961 to 1971, the urbanisation 
rate was relatively lower than the rate 
of growth of population, but not for the 
1971-80 period. 

The proportion of people living in 
rural areas, which was relatively high 
in the earlier period, decrea.sed with a 
rate of less than 0-3% a year in the 
period of 1920-71. Only in the 1971-
80 years was there a high rate of 
decrease, around 0-78% per annum on 
average. 

During 1971-90, the development 
of cities in Indonesia tended to create 
mega-urban areas. Some examples of 
mega-urban areas are Jabotabek 
(Jakarta, Bogor, Tangerang, Bekasi); 
Medan-Lubuk Pakam-Binjai-Stabat
Tebing Tinggi; Bandung-Cimahi
Lembang-B anj aran-M aj alaya; 
Semarang-Kendal-Demak-Ungaran
Salatiga; Gerbangkartosusila (Gresik, 
Bangkalan, Mojokerto, Surabaya, 
Sidoardjo, Lamongan) and Banjar
masin and its regency, to quote some 
recent examples. 

There is a tendency among several 
large cities to keep growing larger, and 
then form the so-called metropolitan 
cities. The capital, Jakarta, for 
example, has long been the largest city 

in the South-East Asian region, with 
an estimated population of nine million 
in 1995. It is expected to become one 
of the largest cities in the world within 
the next fifteen years if it continues to 
grow at its present rate. 

The present living and working 
conditions in Jakarta and other large 
and small cities of the country leave a 
great deal to be desired, and further 
growth of these cities will pose formid
able problems of urban management, 
finance and provision of services. 

The most common feature of large
and medium-sized cities is the fact that 
a significant number of their inhabi
tants live in poverty. Some have to live 
as squatters in slum areas. Therefore 
the incidence of poverty sometimes 
seems higher in the urban than the 
rural areas, even though in average 
terms the urban people are always 
better off than the rural population in 
respect of nominal incomes. 

The total number in poverty in 
urban areas is much smaller than in 
rural areas. 

In 1984 the number of poor people 
in urban areas was 9-3 million, de
clining to 6-9 million in 1996. During 
the same year the number of poor 
people in rural areas was 25-7 million 
and 15-7 million respectively. But in 
terms of relative poverty, conditions in 
rural areas are better than in the urban 
areas. 

The Gini Ratio in the rural areas 
has decreased from 0-28 in 1984 to 
0-2648 in 1996, while in the urban areas 
it has increased from 0-32 to 0-3660 
over the same period. (The Gini Ratio 
is a measurement of income inequal
ity-the higher the ratio the higher the 
inequality, and vice-versa.) Economic 
disparities between urban and rural 
areas, in turn, innuenced the growth of 
the urban population. Although the 
growth rate of the urban population is 
higher than the national average, the 
growth rate of some Indonesian cities 
such as Meda,1, Jakarta and Surabaya 
was far below the national urban popu
lation growth rate. 

Disparity in economic growth as a 

result of the concentration of economic 
activities (industry and services) in 
urban areas has increased urbanisation. 
The urban informal sector has become 
the obvious choice for jobs for many 
unskilled migrants from rural areas. 
Those who cannot enter the informal 
sector, due to many restrictions im
posed by the city government, become 
unemployed. 

In 1993, 43-6% of all employees in 
urban areas worked in the informal 
sector. Further analysis shows that 
49-3% of women workers were in the 
informal sector, compared with 41-1 % 
of men. However the percentage of 
employees who work in the informal 
sector in urban areas is substantially 
lower than those who work in the 
informal sector in rural areas. Both in 
urban and rural areas, the percentage 
of women who enter the informal 
sector was higher than men. 

Many of the rural poor who have 
migrated to urban areas have only 
changed their status to become the 
urban poor without any significant 
improvement in their welfare. The 
primary reason for this is that most of 
rural-urban migrants have little or no 
education. 

A study done by the Office of the 
State Ministry for Population(NFPCB 
(1995) in Surabaya found that of the 
migrants from rural areas who 
migrated to Surabaya city, 82-5% could 
only be absorbed into the informal 
sector in occupations like retail 
(hawkers), porters and labourers at 
construction sites. 

Only 17-5% of migrants could enter 
the formal sectors which include the 
civil service, army, and private sector 
enterprises. 

The government, especially the 
local city government, has various 
policies and programs for the informal 
sector including laws and regulations, 
credit schemes, training in skills and 
management, providing infrastructure, 
and establishing the mutual partner
ships between the formal sector such 
as a large company and the informal 
sector. 
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The Kampung Improvement Pro
gram (KIP) was established to improve 
existing low-income housing with 
limited access to urban infrastructure. 

Rural development 
At the same time, Indonesia has 
implemented various schemes for the 
development of rural areas to provide 
employment and raise incomes. 

These include various savings and 
loans and credit schemes which have 
existed for some time and have played 
an important role. 

In 1994 the government initiated a 
special program for income generation 
in poor rural areas, called Inpres Desa 
Tertinggal (IDT Program). 

This program contains three basic 
components, which are: 
(1) a government grant of 20 million 
rupiah (US$9000) a year to each village 
for three consecutive years; 
(2) the provision of facilitators to help 
the 'self-help' group of the poor to 
develop their micro enterprises; 
(3) the building of rural physical infra
structure in the form of roads, bridges, 
etc. to the an1ount of the Rpl00 million 

to Rpl30 million (US$40 000 to 
USS60 000) per village, starting in 1994 
and up to 2004, if needed. 
Following the success of the IDT 
Program, the government initiated 
other special credit schemes in rural 
areas called Prosperous Fan1ily Savings 
(Takesra) and Prosperous Family 
Credit (Kukesra) programs. 

However, unlike the IDT Program, 
which is based on a village approach, 
this credit scheme is based on a family 
approach. The target groups of the 
Takesra and Kukesra programs are 
poor fan1ilies outside the IDT progran1. 
The family is first invited to join the 
Takesra saving fund. Then the deposi
tor will be able to get credit up to a 
maximum of ten times the deposit. Ten 
per cent of the loan is then deducted 
for further saving so that the second 
credit can be bigger, and so on. 

According to the 1996 National 
Family Data Registration, in 1995 
10-85 million Indonesian families 
(27-54%) were classified as Pre
prosperous, 11-13 million (28-25%) as 
Prosperous Stage I, 9-23 million 
(23-43%) as Prosperous Stage II, 

Debt of honour 

6-55 million (16-62%) as Prosperous 
Stage III, and 1-64 million (4-16%) as 
Prosperous Stage III Plus. 

In other words, in 1995 more than 
23 million families in Indonesia could 
be regarded as poor families. 

Rural urban migration, the infor
mal sector, and the urban poor, are 
factors that interact with each other. 
Rural-urban migration studies in 
Indonesia show that the main reason 
for migration to urban areas from rural 
areas is to find a job. The main 
purpose of all the credit schemes in the 
rural areas is to generate income and 
promote economic activities to reduce 
the need to migrate to urban areas. 
Dr Prijono Tjiptoherijanto is Senior 
Lecturer, Faculty of Economics, 
University of Indonesia. 

This article refers to the situation before 
the financial crisis. The incidence of 
p011erty has been increasing rapidly since 
the stw·t of the crisis. 

[Reproduced from Trends, a monthly 
publication of the Institute of Southcast 

Studies (!SEAS) in Singapore] 

from Bangkok Post, 26 April 1998 

A UN pledge to halve world poverty by 2015 appears to he faltering 
If you are poor it is your own fault, 
boasts a young Vietnamese. And, 
indeed, his country has thrived in the 
past decade, its average income per 
person having risen above $US I 
($1-69) a day (the world standard for 
dire poverty). Ilut Vietnam and China, 
which lifted 150 million people out of 
poverty in the 1990s, are rare cases. 

Last month, five years after a UN 
conference on social change at which 
governments solemnly pledged to halve 
poverty by 2015, the UN, the World 
Ilank, the International Monetary 
Fund and the OECD jointly issued 
their interim report. It makes bleak 
reading. 

In 1998, 1-2 billion people were in 
dire poverty throughout the world. 
This is the same number, although a 
slightly smaller proportion of the 
world's population, as were poor in 
1990. 

The poor still account for nearly 
half of all sub-Saharan Africans, as they 
did a decade ago, and for more than 
550 million people in South Asia, 

slightly down, as a proportion of 
population, from 1990. In ex-Soviet 
countries they represent 5% of the 
population, up from 2% a decade ago. 
Although primary and secondary 
school enrolments have risen slightly, 
girls' attendance at school-a sensitive 
measure of poverty- has barely 
increased since 1990. Infant mortality 
shows only a tiny improvement, partly 
because of AIDS in Africa. 

Who is to blame? Rich countries 
deserve a share, no doubt, for promis
ing more than they are willing to do. 
Since 1990, global spending on aid has 
dropped Crom more than $US60 billion 
to $US55 billion a year. Worse, much 
of it remains tied (the recipient has to 
buy goods or services from the giver), 
and so is less effective. A recent meet
ing of the OECD failed to untie more 
aid for the poorest countries. 

Much-heralded promises on debt 
relief have not been kept; only five 
countries have so far qualified, says the 
Ilritish charity Oxfam. 

Flows of private capital to poor 
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countries have grown (to more than 
SUSI00 billion in 1998), but much of 
this is short-term spending. Little goes 
to the neediest countries or people. 

Trade is far more important than 
aid for long-term development, as 
shown by the success of East Asia. 
Poor countries need to sell their labour
intensive and farm products to rich 
ones. Ilut they are blocked by high 
tariffs. Farmers in poor countries 
struggle to compete with heavily 
subsidised farmers in Europe and the 
US, and even see their own market 
destroyed when food surpluses are 
clumped. Lost trade costs poor 
countries an estimated $US700 billion 
each year, says the UN - a figure that 
dwarfs aid spending. 

Efforts to mitigate this, such as the 
renewed Lorn deal between the Euro
pean Union and more than seventy 
poor countries that was signed last 
month in Benin, rarely bring much 
change. According to Mark Malloch 
Brown, head of the UN's development 
program, obstructive bureaucracy in 



Poverty cycle: a migrant labourer and his wife scavenge for reusable rubbish on the outskirts of Beijing 

both rich and poor countries prevented 
anything much happening to help the 
poor during the 25 years of the first 
Lorn deal. 

Trade is crucial; outside help of 
other kinds, though, can only achieve 
so much. Needy countries often have 
corrupt or incompetent governments, 
and here is where most of the blame 
must be laid. There are exceptions: 
Mauritius set a proud example of 
cutting its defence spending and 
redirecting money to health and 
education. 

But many of the world's poorest 
nations, especially in Africa, still spend 

their money on wars and the armies to 
fight them. Of the world's poorest 
24 countries, according to the UN's 
latest human development index, all are 
in Africa and half have been battered 
by war or coups in the past decade. 

When countries avoid wars, tackle 
corruption, and achieve steady econo
mic growth, the lot of the poor nearly 
always improves, contrary to popular 
myth. Two kinds of policies in parti
cular have been proved to have a big 
effect on poverty, aside from their 
influence on overall growth. 

One is cutting inflation. This spurs 
growth, and also reduces poverty dis-

proportionately (because the poor are 
especially vulnerable to higher prices). 
The other is cutting public spending. 
This does the same. It spurs growth, 
as you might suppose, and it too 
reduces poverty disproportionately
which is not what you would expect, 
because public spending often pretends 
to be anti-poverty. 

Consider this a tribute to the 
ingenuity with which many poor
country governments divert public 
resources towards those who need them 
least. 

T11e Economist, August 2000 
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Hell we won't sew no, 
Globalisation be danined. In sweatshops across Asia, 
workers demand better pay and conditions 
by Anthony Spaeth 
Ceiling fans, scores of them, spin non
stop in the vast, fluorescent-lit garment 
factory south of Phnom Penh. Beneath 
them, more than 1000 Cambodian 
women toil at sewing machines, 
assembling trendy clothing for retail 
stores around the world. The fans don't 
do the trick: by late afternoon it's 
sweltering inside, and women are 
fanning themselves. 

This is a sweatshop, pure and 
simple-and 19-year-old Chea Chan has 
had enough. She earns only $40 a 
month sewing waistbands on khaki 
pants for export to the US. 'It makes 
me ashan1ed and angry', says Chea. 'I 
make in one month what others pay for 
a single piece of clothing.' 

Last month more than 20 000 
workers like Chea walked off the job 
to protest low wages in Cambodia, one 
of the world's poorest nations and, until 
now, hardly a haven of workers' rights. 

In Indonesia-where more than 
30 million people earn an average of 
$40 a month in factories producing 
clothes, shoes and consumer electronics 
for export- labour disputes have 
become an everyday affair: there were 
2265 last year. 

Vietnam, a communist country, has 
had seventeen this year. Strikes in 
China, another alleged worker's para
dise, have become more frequent, 
costly, and sometimes violent. 

The political situation of each 
country is unique. China's leaders, for 
example, fear nothing more than a 
Solidarity-type labour uprising, while 
the strikes in Cambodia are at least 
tolerated by the government. llut the 
economics are similar. 

Asian factory workers earn from 
$11 to $190 a month in frequently 
difficult conditions, often making 
name-brand goods for rich consumers 
abroad-and now they want a better 
deal. Says Hari Rusli, Executive lloard 
Chairman of Indonesia's Democratic 
People's Party, a leftist organisation 
once banned under former President 
Suharto: 'Expect more labour actions 
as the people become aware of their 
rights.' 

One of the promises of globalisa-

What are you paying for? 
Despite globalisation's promise, factory workers in Asia 
don't earn enough to buy what they make 

Average 
monthly wage 

Cambodia $55 

China $150 

Indonesia $36 

Vietnam $40 

tion is that jobs are distributed to 
countries that need them and can do 
them most cheaply. That process 
brought many Asian nations out of 
poverty in the past and continues to 
support millions. Manufacturing 
accounts for 23% of Indonesia's annual 
GDP. In Vietnam, shoe exports alone 
were worth $1-33 billion last year and 
are growing at a 35% annual clip. 
Garments are 90% of Cambodia's 
exports. But foes of globalisation say 
that what actually gets spread around 
is worker exploitation, and they're 
calling loudly for international controls 
on sweatshops, child labour and other 
ill effects of the rush for cheap labour. 

What is surprising is that low-cost 
labourers in Asia are suddenly finding 
the power of protest, although they're 
hardly in lock-step. In China, for 
example, virtually all labour actions 
involve unpaid wages at struggling 
state-owned factories, imbuing those 
strikes with an ominously anti
government colour. 

In Indonesia labour unrest is a part 
of that country's newly flowering 
democracy: during the 32-year rule of 
Suharto, labour activists were jailed 
and only one government-run union 
was allowed to operate. Today, there 
are 22 labour federations and some 
915 000 work days were lost in labour 
disputes last year. In Vietnam, there 
were 63 strikes in 1999, most at 
factories run by foreign companies. 

Cambodia's nationwide strikes last 
month were the largest in the country's 
recent history. The complaint was a 
simple one: workers in Can1bodia's 200 

Product price 

$42 Gap Capri pants 

$135 11,ra Wang Barbie 

$15 Sony clock l'lldio 

$18 Nike logo T-shirt 

garment factories wanted an increase 
in their $40 monthly wage. After six 
days the strikers returned to work on a 
promise that their demand would be 
discussed by the government's Labour 
Advisory lloard. Factory conditions in 
Cambodia are also being scrutinised. 
Press reports tell of managers beating 
workers and denying them toilet 
breaks. 

In June, employees at a garment 
factory in Takhmau district north of 
Phnom Penh complained of receiving 
electric shocks from their sewing 
machines, but were ordered to keep 
working. They finally stampeded out 
of the factory- nine people were 
injured in the rush-even though the 
managers had locked the gates to keep 
them inside. 

'I think Cambodia is one of the 
worst places in Asia today', says 
Morton Nielson, an analyst at the 
International Labour Organisation. 
But Roger Tan, Secretary-General of 
the Garment Manufacturers Union of 
Cambodia, insists that incidents of 
abuse are isolated and that calls for a 
wage increase are unreasonable. 'You 
have to recognise the reality of the 
situation. It is reality that a buyer, if 
offered ten cents less per garment from 
another source, will go elsewhere.' 
Perhaps. But in sweatshops across 
Asia, workers are learning how to rattle 
their chains. 

Reported by Kay Johnson, Phnom Penh, 
Jason Tcdjasukmana, Jakarta, 

and Hew Watkin, Hanoi. 

from 'lime, 10 July 2000 

s 
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Year 9 andl Year 10 Commerce 
Year 11 Business Sltudlies 
'Business in the local area' 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

This is useful for the Year 9 and Year 10 Commerce 'Business in the Local Area' topic, or 
Year 11 Business Studies, and we found it addressed our Korean students' needs in this area. 
Our girls conducted several field trips and surveys, and I have included their findings with 
the unit. 

Judy Pilch, HSIE Coordinator, Meriden School 

Content Strategies Resources 

Classification of ASIAN - Research owners of Korean and - Commerce in Action 
BUSINESS Chinese businesses in Strathfield. Shade, McGraw Hill 
- primary (text on p. 150) 
- secondary - Strathfield Plaza Centre 
- tertiary, quaternary & Management Directory 

quinary in Strathfield - Strathfield Chamber of 
Responsibilities to stakeholders; Commerce 
to Korean and Chinese owners 
in Strathfield. 

History of Asian businesses - Survey Korean and Chinese - Local business owners 
in Strathfield businesses on employees and 

owners, customers, suppliers. 

Reasons for starting a business - Survey business and professional - Commerce in Action (p. 153) 
skills of migrants from Korea, Hong - Strathfield Real Estate agents 
Kong, and Taiwan. - Strathfield banks 

Business life cycle - Map the Strathfield Plaza Asian - Commerce in Action (p. 154) 
- establishment businesses and draw a life cycle - Strathfield Plaza Centre 
- growth for each. Management Office 
- maturity 
- renewal 
- steady state 
-decline 

Business expansion - Survey takeovers and mergers. - Commerce in Action (p. 156) 

- Diversification: rea,;;ons. - Strathfield Real Estate agents 
advantages/disadvantages - Local banks 

6. ORGANISATION of business - Interview/survey organisations - Strathfield solicitors 
- sole traders in Strathfield. 
- partnerships 
- companies 
- cooperatives 
- trusts 

7. Sources of funds for - Survey use of Korean business - Local banks, finance brokers 
establishment and expansion advisers, banks, translation services. 

8. BUSINESS PLANS 
- sources of advice & finance: - Survey local businesses - Local accountants 

Korean business brokers, estate - Write a business plan - Commerce in Action (p. 185) 

agents, banks, newspapers - Local papers, Korean 
- PR & marketing management magazines and papers 
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Strathfield Korean local businesses unit 
OUTCOME On completion of this unit, Korean girls at Meriden School will be able to: 

(!) understand the types of businesses in the local area 
(2) develop research and networking skills in starting a business in the local area 
(3) develop business management skills. 

Section 1 Classification of businesses 
Businesses can be classified as primary, secondary, tertiary, quaternary or quinary. 

I. Primary businesses include farms and agriculture. 

2. Secondary businesses include manufacturing finished products from raw materials such as paper or food factories. 

3. Tertiary businesses include services such as accountants, bus companies or photocopying services. 

4. Quaternary include information processing such as computer software businesses or schools. 

5. Quinary include domestic services such as hotels, restaurants and cleaning. 

Acthity 1 
Map 10 businesses in the main street or part of one floor of a shopping centre and mark on the types of businesses 
using the key: 1 primary. 2 secondary. 3 tertiary. 4 quaternary. 5 quinary. 

Acthity 2 
Calculate the percentage of tertiary, quaternary and quinary businesses in the mapped area: 

Tertiary: % ............... --- Quaternary: % ____ _ Quinary: % ............................ ___ _ 

Acthity 3 
C I h bi b I " h I omp ete t e ta e eow or t e oca area map. N ameo t C usmess: f h b . ........................................ 

Primary Secondary Tertiary Qaaternary 

Acthity 4 
Give 2 reasons for the large number of tertiary services. 

I. 

2. 

Section 2 History of Asian businesses in Strathfield 
Acthity 1 
Use the attached demographics table from the local Council to answer questions below. 
Strathfield Council population 2001 -------------

Occupation of voters 
Professional ___ _ 
Commercial ___ _ 
Industrial ___ _ 
Agricultural ___ _ 
Domestic ................... . 
Indefinite ................................ .. 
Dependent ............................. .. 
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(% of total) 

% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 

Population 

Age0-?? 

Total ___ _ 

10 000 

.. ................. 

Q11i11ary 



(a) The total population of the local area is 

(b) The total number of white-collar professionals living in the area is 

(c) The number of women aged 15 to 45 in the local area who would be the target market for fashion retailers 

in the local area is 

Acthity 2 
Use the historic demographic table to compare demographics today to answer questions below. 

Occupation of voters (% of total) 

Professional ·-----
Commercial ____ _ 
Industrial ................ ___ _ 
Agricultural ____ _ 
Domestic __ _ 
Indefinite ... 
Dependent .... 

23·8% 
34•0% 
23·0% 

2·0% 
]O.Q% 

7•2% 
0·7% (Geography B11/leti11, Winter 1987) 

1. How has the local population changed in the last 100 years? ____ _ 

2. Give 3 reasons for this. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Section 3 Starting a business 
Acthity 1 
Use the Directory of Korean Business Owners in the local area shopping centre. Briefly explrun those which offer 
assistance to Korean immigrant businesswomen 

Le1'el Suite 1i·ad;11g lllllllt! Co11tact perso11 Phone B11si11ess helps Kol"ea11s (tick) with ... 
I I Dr Miles Orthodontist 

2 Strathrield Physiotheraoy 
3 Strathiield Inunigraion ✓ Gives advice on !!Overnment deoartments 
4 Matrix Education 
5 Korean Education Centre 
6 Dr Che1111 surgeon 
7 Australian Electoral Commission 
8 Jayram & Assoc. 

2 I Centrelink 
3 I Teasdale & Dalton Dentists 

la Dr McGraw 
2 Dr Hitchens 
3 Ba,land Rcaltv 
4 Sweetha International 
5 Drake Personnel 
7 Vacant 
8 Echobrave 
9 Sophia Beauty Salon 

4 I Uniting Church 
2 Ontions Enterprises 
3 Dr Byrne 
3a !PC 

5 Vacant 
6 2 C-Sky Enterprises 

2a GS Manufacaturing 
3 Sung Moon Education 

7 I Young & Young 
2 Jobiind 
3 Gnana Karan Solicitors 
4 Essential Languages College 
5 IAE Education Network 
6 Sydney Intensive English 
7 Interrelate 

8 1&2 Deaf Education Network 
3 Zouk 
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Activity 2 
There are many reasons for starting a business, such as: 

• to be your own boss 
• to earn an income 

Add 3 more: • ---------------------------------

• ----------------------------------
·----------------------------------

Section 4 Life cycle of a business 
Activity 1 
Using the the Business Life Cycle graph, list 3 local Korean businesses in each stage. 

/ 
7 

/ 

I 
Establishme11t Growth 

(starting to operate) ( more sales) 

Section 5 Organisation of a business 
Activity 1 

'-------,__ 
• 

Mawrity 
(steady sales) 

Dec/i11e 
(falling sales) 

A sole trader is a person who owns and operates a business independently-who makes all the decisions and keeps all 
the profits. However it is difficult to raise funds for expansion, and there is no-one to manage the business if the 
owner falls ill. (For example, list one from the local area.) 

A partnership is run by more than one person, often two partners, but as many as twenty partners (such as in a large 
accounting firm). If the business does not make a profit, the owners can lose all of their assets. (For example, list one 
from the local area.) 
A company is an incorporated business. This means the business, but not the owner, may lose all of its assets if goes 
broke. Private companies are written with Proprietary Limited (Pty Ltd) after their business name (eg. Sun Fashion 
Pty Ltd). (For example, list one from the local area.) 

Section 6 Business expansion 
Activity 1 
Options to expand a business include: 
I. Changing from a sole trader to a partnership. 
2. Changing into a company (incorporating your business). 
3. Merging with another business. 
4. Taking over another business. 
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List the advantages and disadvantages of being a sole trader. 
Advantages Disad1•antages 

. -----------------

. ----------------

. -----------------
List the advantages and disadvantages of being a partner. 

Advantages Disadvantages 

. -----------------

. -----------------

. -----------------

Acthity 2 
Sources of funds for expansion include: (I) bank loans 

(2) Joans from family or friends 
(3) partner equity 
( 4) shareholder equity if a company is formed 
(5) loans through a finance broker. 

Which would be the best type of finance for a young girl opening a fashion retail business? Why? 

Type of finance ____________ _ Reason ________________ _ 

Section 7 Business plans 
Sources of advice for owners of Korean businesses 
(a) BANKS 

Activity 1 
List the forms of advice offered by Korean-speaking staff at the local bank. 
- loan advice 
- interest rate advice 
- repayment advice 
- types of accounts, cheque and business accounts 

Acthity 2 
Check the web for 3 types of Westpac business loans, and current interest rates: www.westpac.com.au 

(b) SOLICITORS 
Acthity 3 
List the types of advice a solicitor can give to a business. 
- partnership agreement clauses 
- lease agreement 

Acthity 4 
Draw up a partnership agreement in the space below. 

I. All partners will contribute $50 000 to the business. 
2. All partners will 
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(b) ACCOUNTANTS 
ActiYity 5 
List the types of advice given by accountants. 
- business plan format 
- legal entity documents (eg. private company Articles of Association) 
- prepare tax returns based on Balance Sheets and Profit & Loss statements. 

Acthity 6 
Draw up a sample Articles of Association for the fashion retail business which you and your two friends 
own as a private company. 

Sun Fashion Pty Ltcl 
I. There will be weekly meetings to manage the business. 
2. Directors will have an equal share in the profits. 

3. 
4. 

Actiiity 7 Analyse the start-up costs of a typical business and complete the last line in the table below. 

Estab!ishmellt costs I $ 

Solicitor's fees . 
Accountant's fees ............ . 
Dank fees . 
Stamp duty .................................... .. 
Business registration and incorporation 
Rent in advance (I month) @ $750 per m2 x 50 m2 shop space . 

3000 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2000 
3125 

Electricity deposit and connection .......... . 
Telephone deposit and connection ...................... . 
Insurance .......... ----
Working capital 3 - 6 months ........ 
Production equipment 
Licences .................. __ _ 
Office furniture ............. . 
Computer software 
Signage 
Stationery ..... 
Administration expenses 

TOTAL 

100 
100 
600 

3000 
5000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
500 
500 

ActiYity 8 ~-------------------~--~ 
I $ Operatiorwl costs per annum 

Advertising & promotional expenses 
Dank charges ____ _ 

Courier fees 
Depreciation - motor vehicles 
Depreciation - other ......... 
Insurance ...... . 
Licences & registrations .. 
Light, power, phone 
Moler vehicle running expenses . 
Postage .... 
Printing & stationery ___ _ 
Rent ........ 
Stationery .. . 
Repairs ....... . 
Tax agent Ices . 
Wages ... 
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TOTAL 

50000 
2000 
2000 
5000 
5000 
5000 
1000 
4000 

10000 
1000 
5000 

.. ............ 1000 
37500 
20000 
5000 

30000 



Analyse the ongoing operational costs in the table, then calculate: 

(a) the monthly wages bill ...... ___ _ 

(b) the total operational costs per annum $ 

(c) the profit per annum if sales equal $200 000 

Acthity 9 
Check the Australian Taxation Department's website 
for a list of 5 taxes which a fashion retailer must pay. 

I www.ato.gov.au I 
2 ............ __ _ 3 4 ........................................ 5 _____ _ 

(d) BUSINESS BROKER 
Activity 1 
List the types of advice offered by Korean business brokers: 
- location of suitable businesses for sale 
- cost of businesses for sale 
- rental costs per square metre per annum 

- documents such as ---·------------------------

Acthity 2 
Complete the following viability checklist for a hairdressing salon. 

Name of business $ 

Takings per week 

Expenses per week 

Net profit per week 

Number of trading hours: 

Mon ... ....... Tues . ............ Wed ............... Thur ............... Fri .............. 

Sat ... .......... Sun ... ............ 

Number of employees to manage: ....... ................... . .......................................... 

Number of fixtures/machinery to maintain: ..... ····· . ................................. 

General information: .... .............. 

Reasons to buy this business: .................................... ..... 

Reasons not to buy this business: 

Decision? 

Acthity 3 
Calculate the cost of the business broker's fee for 
purchasing a $120 000 business if the commission is 7%. $ ·---------------

Activil)• 4 
Look at the advertisement for this Korean business for sale. 

t:I~~~ ~~
f:! ~ fl-71 s!. 

1111111 It LI Q © 
:ii~QOl~M 

* Al El Sushi Shop 
0410 449 451 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 

We are selling a 
growing restaurant 

due to other business 
concerns. 

BONDI JUNCTION 
City Sushi Shop 

0410449451 
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What questions would you ask the owner if you were going to purchase it? 
I. I-low long is the trial period? 
2. Will a new Lease be granted, or is there an old one to be transferred? 
3. I-low often is the rent reviewed? 

4. 

5. 

(e) FINANCE BROKER 
Acthity I 
List the benefits of going to a Korean finance broker instead of a local bank to obtain a loan to start 
a business. 

Acthity 2 
Write a short business plan for a fashion retail business in Strathfield Plaza using these headings: 

Description of business (one paragraph) 
Finance: I plan to obtain $ ................................ finance from ..................................................................... The net profit 
forecast plan is attached. (Write projected takings per week less a list of expenses on one page) 

Marketing: I plan to market my fashions to girls and women aged ................... and will advertise in 
___________ . (one page) 

Ope,·ations: I plan to open my shop ..... days per week, and employ ............. staff who will 
be paid $ .... per hour. (one page) 

A 10-step Action Plan for Korean students 
to start a business 

CONTACTS: 

OR 

1. Mr Seo at Bayland Realty, Strathfield Plaza, Level 3, Suite 3 
- to arrange shopfront lease and costings 

2. Mr Pak at Strathfield Partners, Real Estate Agents 
- to arrange purchase of a business 

3. Ms Karen Nam, a Korean Finance Broker, Level 3, Suite 3 
- to arrange finance 

4. Mr Hwang, Immigration Service, Level 1, Suite 3 
- to provide assistance with how to register a business, 

and to obtain an ABN number for GST purposes. 

5. Australian Taxation Office 
- to obtain a Tax File Number 

6. Mr Keith Kwan, a solicitor at Campsie 
- to arrange partnership agreement(s), 

lease, or a purchase contract 

7. An accountant 
- to arrange Australian Securities & Investments Commission company registration 

8. Strathfield Council 
- for information on population statistics of potential customers 

9. Korean Daily (phone 9752 ____ ),and other Korean newspapers 
- to place advertisements for your business 

10. Mr Toity, Strathfield Westpac Bank Korean translator 
- to open a business account 
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Questions on Korean businesses in the Strathfield Plaza 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Where did the shop owners get their advice from? 
2. What did they give advice on? 
3. Did shop owners use the Centre's management for advice? 
4. Did the bank give any advice on financial issues? 
5. Why did the owners choose this area to start their businesses? 

OPERATIONS 
1. What are some advantages the employers offered to employees? 
2. How did the employers train employees? 
3. Was the award system more popular than the enterprise agreement? Give reasons. 
4. Are the majority of employees Korean? If yes, why do you think it is necessary to employ Korean 
staff? 
5. How did the employer organise the structure of the business? 

FINANCE 
1. How is the business financed? 
2. Which bank os most commonly used? Why? 
3. Where did the shop receive advice on financing the business? 
4. What are three financial goals for the businesses? 
5. Who manages finance in business? 

MARKETING 

1. Did many Korean businesses conduct market research before they opened their current businesses? 
2. Explain how. 
3. Did the businesses have any promotion strategies (e.g. advertising, sales)? 
4. How often were the majority of sales and profits measured (daily, weekly, monthly)? 
5. Who are most of the products aimed at? 

CHANGES IN MARKETING 
1. Did the owners have financial problems when starting a business? If so, who helped them? 
2. Do the products they well change with the seasons? 
3. Did their bookwork or paperwork change when the GST was introduced? 
4. Do they import their products from Korea? 
5. Do their imports change according to each item? 

SURVEY FINDINGS 
The Korean retailers surveyed included 
fashion accessories, girls' fashion, 
children's wear, a butcher, photocopy
ing service, real estate, Immigration 
Services and Education Services. 

Sources of business and 
management advice 
Sources included the Shopping Centre 
Management staff, real estate agents, 
friends and family. 

They received translation assistance 
from the Australian Taxation Office, 
Strathfield Council, and the Depart
ment of Fair Trading with business 
registration. Korean business advisers 
from the local Strathfield Partners Real 
Estate Agency advised owners on fix
tures and fittings, and on store layout. 

Operations 
Activities included catering to a multi
cultural market in a large shopping 
centre. The Strathfield Plaza requires 

their own regulations be met within 
operating hours 7 days a week, fort
nightly rent, and regular promotions. 

Most businesses employed Kor
eans, gave in-house training, paid award 
wages in cash, offered discounts, gave 
bonuses for productivity and effort, 
sold Korean imported products pur
chased on buying trips and through 
Korean import agents, gave discounts 
to Asian customers, and acquired 
Korean testimonials from satisfied 
customers. 

Finance 
Finance was obtained from local banks 
- specifically St George, the Common
wealth and the National Dank, because 
of proximity-in the form of term loans 
as well as owner equity. 

The main financial goals were a 
steady cash flow and a good return on 
investments. To assist them, many 
outsourced their accounting. 

Marketing 
Promotions were managed by daily, 
weekly, monthly, quarterly and annual 
cash register sales records. 

Promotions included advertise
ments on the Internet globally, around 
Sydney, and locally in Korean daily and 
weekly newspapers and magazines such 
as The Korean Times, the top Korean 
weekly newspaper, Good Kingdom, and 
Korean Sports rteekly magazine. 

Competitive pricing and cost-plus 
pricing were used. Staff and Korean 
customer discounts were offered. 

Word-of-mouth is an important 
marketing promotional tool. 

Management of change 
Accountants were used to implement 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
new immigration policies, and any 
retrenchment of staff necessary to 
reduce labour costs. 

~ 
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BUSINESS SURVEY 
We are conducting a survey for Year 9 Commerce. 

Could we please have 5 minutes of your time to ask a few questions? 

What is your age'! 

< 20 
21 - 30 
31 - 40 

> 40 

MaieO Female D 

1. Classification of business: Primary D 
Secondary D 

Tertiary D 

10. Do you import 
YesO NoO 

your products'! 

2. Do you know about 
occupational health YesO No0 
and safety laws? 

3. Do you have fire hydrants? Yes0No0 

4. Do you have an 
YesO NoO evacuation procedure? 

I - 5 § 5. How many years has your 5 - 10 
business been established? 10 - 15 

15 + □ 
6. Is it a family business'! YesO NoD 

7. What brought Good market 
your business Area you live in 
to Strathficld'! · Business already there 

Other 

8. Is your business: Retail 
Supermarket 

Wholesale 
Fast-food store 

Hairdresser/clothes store 

9. Why did you 
choose this area 

Specialising 
Already established 

for business'! Good area for business 
Other 

□ 
B 
□ 
□ 

§ 
□ 

~ 

11. How many employees 
<5 § do you have'! 5-9 

> 10 

12. Ilave you opened up Yes □ other businesses in No B other areas? Considering 

13. Docs your business need 
YesO NoD to employ more staff! 

14. What type of legal 
structure clo you have'! 

15. (a) Who is your partner'! 

Other (specify): . 

(b) "11y'! 

16. Ilave you ... 

Sole trader 
Partnership 

Company 

Friend 
Family 

Low cost 
Less work 
Flexibility 

Other 

merged with another business? 
taken over another business? 

Neither 

17. Where did your 
sources of advice 

Other businesses 
Family/friends 

Bank 
Business brokers 

Real estate agents 
Newspaper/magazines 

and finance 
come from? 

Other (specify): 

□ 
B 
□ 
B 
§ 
□ 

§ 
§ 
§ 
□ 

18. Arc any of these Korean'! YesO No D 

Tuankyou for helping us!!! 

Goodbye 
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RESULTS OF THE SURVEY 
Twelve businesses were surveyed from the Strathfield Centre, 

but not all questions from each survey were answered. 

From the results, the fl1!lowing 
co11clusio11s may be dl'ilwn. 

Demographics 

0 Most Korean business owners 
surveyed were either in the 21-30 or 
31-40 age groups, but there were a few 
under 20, and one over 40 years. 

0 An approximately equal number of 
business owners were male to female, 
showing that there is an equal repre
sentation of male to female Koreans 
operating businesses. 

0 All business owners spoke both 
Korean and English. They would have 
had to be able to speak English to com
municate with the majority of their 
customers, but probably spoke Korean 
as their first language. 

Conclusions from each question 
1. People in the area of Strathfield 
have tertiary businesses and are retail 
sellers. All eight businesses who 
answered this question, all from 
Strathfield Shopping Centre, provided 
a service to consumers or sold goods. 

2. Most Koreans protect their busi
nesses. They knew about occupational 
health and safety, and are well educated 
about sales. 

3. & 4. Many people did not have fire 
hydrants, although they did have 
evacuation procedures. This shows 
they have taken some safety measures. 
Some of those who did not have fire 
hydrants in their stores knew that the 
Plaza had one they could use. 

5. & 6. All the shops are fairly new 
(established for l - 5 years) and most 
are fan1ily businesses-making it easier 
for the current owners to hire manage
ment for their businesses. Only one 
business had been there for more than 
15 years, signifying that there may be 
a lot of change and growth in the area, 
and that many businesses could have 
moved or gone bankrupt. 

7. & 8. A lot of small businesses 
owned by Koreans are retail, and came 
to Strathfield because of the good 
market. A significant number had been 
passed down through the family, and 
only two had established their business 
in Strathfield because they lived there, 
which is quite surprising as there are 
many Koreans living in Strathfield. 
The most popular types of business in 
the centre were retail and fast food, 
which shows that people in Strathfield 
enjoy food from other countries. 

9. The main reasons for choosing this 
area of business were that it was already 
established and it was a good area for 
business. It may be a good area for 
Korean businesses because there are 
many Koreans there and they like the 
things Korean businesses sell, and/or 
want to support them. Again, the 
factor of the business being passed 
down through the family played an 
important role in the number of 
businesses. 

10. Half the Korean businesses we 
interviewed imported products, and 
half didn't. Korean businesses may sell 
some products especially from other 
countries, but they could get many of 
their products from Australia too. 

11. Most businesses were small, 
having under five employees. This 
relates to the fact that most were sole
traders and many were relatively new, 
meaning they may not have had much 
business yet, or were running their 
business themselves. 

12. More than half the Koreans had 
already opened up businesses in other 
areas, or were considering it. This 
suggests that Korean businesses were 
doing well and there was a consumer 
demand for their products or services. 

13. The majority of Koreans don't 
need to employ more staff. This could 
mean that they don't have enough 
business to warrant the need for more 
staff, or they have a good an1ount of 
staff for the work required and weren't 
overworked. 

14. The majority of Korean busi
nesses in Strathfield were sole traders. 
Such businesses are the easiest to set 
up, and Strathfield may be a place that 
changes a lot (many shops change 
owners frequently) and a good place for 
small businesses to start up. 

15. (a) Mostly they relied on or went 
into business with their family. It has 
been shown through other answers that 
many Korean businesses in Strathfield 
have been set up through, or with the 
assistance of, their families. 

(b) The main reason for creating 
a partnership was to give the owner 
more flexibility. Korean business 
owners may have found it difficult to 
have to work all the time - the work
load may have been too much for them. 

16. The majority of Korean businesses 
had not expanded. As mentioned in 
conclusions to other questions, most of 
the businesses were sole traders-which 
could be one reason why they have not 
expanded. But there has also been a 
lot of change in the Strathfield area 
amongst retailers, and many businesses 
could be new. Also, there may not be 
such a demand for their types of 
business in Strathfield as in other areas. 

17. The business owners mainly got 
help from fan1ily and friends for advice 
and finance - instead of from banks. 
This could be because interest rates 
with banks are too high, or that they 
trusted friends and family more than 
banks and other financial institutions. 

18. A very high percentage of sources 
of advice and finance were Koreans
perhaps they were family or friends. It 
makes sense that the people the 
Koreans trusted were their families -
definitely Korean-and friends, as they 
probably mixed mainly with Koreans. 
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Burmese housing 
In villages, the houses are clustered 

in courtyards and surrounded by 
high bamboo fences. Usually several 
houses are grouped together in one 
courtyard, making a compound where 
a large family can live. 

The basic building materials used 
are wood and bamboo. Houses are 
raised on wooden posts, some higher 
than others. The gables always face 
east and west, while the entrance is on 
the north or south side. 

Walls and partitions are made of 
woven bamboo. The weaving is done 
in two or three shades of brown, with 
dark green. Sometimes it is woven into 
very elaborate geometrical patterns. 

Most of the roofs are covered with 

A plan of the upstairs area 

bamboo slats, but corrugated iron can 
also be used for all or part of the roof. 

The kitchen, always set apart from 

1. The verandah where meals are taken, 
mostly wizen there are guests. 

2. The large main 1vom during the day; the 
raised floor is made of long, split-bamboo 
sticks, similar to the verandah area, and is 
covered wiLh large mals. 

3. The westfacing room, where the pare111s 
generally sleep. 

B. The domestic altar to the Buddha, with 
offerings. It ahvaysfaces east. 

Ups/airs at night mat-
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the main rooms, is on the ground floor, 
either next to the house or in a separate 
small building. 



A tree stump used as a mortar 

In the kitchen 11• 

r 

The children sleep under a huge mosquito net / 

No furniture - belo11gi11gs 
are kept in chests a11d boxes 

B The domestic altar to 
Buddha, with its offerings, 
facing eastwards. 

E The lo,v, round table is put 
out of the way, leaning 
against a wall between 
meals. 

F The mosquito net is folded. 

G Bedding is rolled away. 
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Frollt 
elevation 

ACTIVITIES 
1. List the natural resources used for building and 

furnishing the houses. 

2. In your Library, find out more about Burmese 
families. 

(a) Do you live in a compound with all your 
relatives? 

(b) Why do you think that they traditionally 
had high bamboo fences? 

3. What is the major religion of Burma? 
How is this shown in the houses? 

4. Build a small model of one of the houses, 
or perhaps a whole compound. 

5. Find out more about Maha-Giri. 

6. What other countries use bamboo in building 
houses? 

7. Make a list of all the household items that are 
different from the types of goods you have in 
your home. 
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Words from Asian countries 
Anglicised and included in the Macquarie Dictionary* 
by Jim Lee 

CHINA 
1. chcongsam noun 

A dress, often of silk, originally worn 
by Chinese women, cut very straight 
and with a slit up one side of the skirt. 
[Cantonese, equivalent to Mandarin ch6ng 
shan long jacket.] 

2. chop suey noun 
A dish consisting of small pieces of 
meat or chicken cooked with bean 
sprouts or other vegetables, served in 
Chinese restaurants in Western 
countries. [Mandarin lit., mixed bits] 

3. chow noun 
One of a Chinese breed of dogs of 
medium size, with a thick, even coat of 
brown or black hair and a black tongue. 

4. chow-chow 1101111 

I. A Chinese mixed-fruit preserve. 
2. A mixed pickle in mustard 
(originally East Indian). [Chinese pidgin, 
probably from Chinese cha miscellaneous] 

5. chow mcin noun 
A dish of noodles mixed with shredded 
vegetables such as carrots, cabbage, 
mushrooms, and with small quantities 
of meat and/or poultry. [Cantonese, 
equivalent to Mandarin cluJomfr'm.] 

6. cumquat noun 
I. A small round or oblong citrus fruit 
with a sweet rind and acid pulp, used 
chiefly for preserves. It is the fruit of 
Fortune//ajaponica and related species, 
shrubs native to China and cultivated 
in many other countries. 
2. The plant itself. 
Also, kumquat. [Cantonese: lit., gold 
orange] 

7. *cumshaw noun 
(formerly in Chinese parts) A present, 
gratuity; tip. [Chinese (Amoy d.) kamsia 
for Mandarin ga11xie grateful thanks] 

8. *fan-tan 1101111 

A Chinese gambling game in which a 
pile of coins, or counters, is placed 
under a bowl, and bets are made on 
what the remainder will be after they 
have been divided by four. [Chinese 
(Mandarin)/au t'au repeated divisions] 

9. fcng shui 1101111 

I. The balancing of yin and yang in 
one's physical surroundings in accord-

ance with Chinese tradition, achieved 
by following rules in relation to the 
acrhitecture and location of buildings, 
the position of objects and furniture in 
a room, etc. 
2. adjective Of or relating to feng shui: 
a feng shui expert. 
[Mandarin: wind and water] 

10. ginseng noun 
I. Either of two plants, Panax ginseng 
of China, Korea, and P. quinquefolium 
of North America, yielding an aromatic 
root which is extensively used in medi
cine by the Chinese. 
2. The root itself. 
3. A preparation made from it. 
[Mandarin] 

11. *kaoliang noun 
One of the varieties of grain sorghum, 
sorghum bicolour. [Mandarin from gao 
tall +/fang millet; spelling due to Wade-Giles 
transcription] 

12. kaolin 1101111 

I. A rock composed essentially of clay 
minerals of the kaolinite group. 
2. A fine white clay used in the manu
facture of porcelain and used medically 
as an absorbent; china clay. 
[French, from Chinese Kao-ling, high hill, 
name of a mountain in China which yielded 
the first kaolin sent to Europe.] 

13. *kitchen god noun 
(in Chinese belief) A tutelary deity who 
inhabits the kitchen, to whom sacrifices 
are made at New Year. 

14. kowtow verb kowtowcr noun 
I. To knock the forehead on the ground 
while kneeling, as an act of reverence, 
worship, apology. 
2. To act in an obsequious manner; to 
show servile deference. 
3. 1101111 The act of kowtowing. 
Also, kotow. [Mandarin lit., knock head] 

15. kung-fu ,wull 
An ancient Chinese martial art with 
fluid hand and leg movements, used for 
self-defence, resembling karate. 
[Chinese: boxing principles] 

16. lama 1101111 

A priest or monk of the form of Bud
dhism prevailing in Tibet, Mongolia. 
[Tibetan: is silent] 

17. *Lamaism/ Lamaist noun 
The form of Buddhism in Xizang AR 
Tibet and Mongolia which has devel
oped an organised hierarchy and a host 
of deities and saints. 

18. *lamasery noun 
(PI: lamaseries; F. lamaserie) In Tibet, 
Mongolia, a monastery of lamas. 

19. lychee noun 
I. Fruit of the Chinese tree Kitchi chin
ensis, consisting of a thin brittle shell 
enclosing a sweet jelly-like pulp and a 
single seed. 2. The tree. 
Also, lichee, lichi, litchi. [Cantonese] 

20. mandarin noun 
I. (formerly) A member of any of the 
nine ranks of public officials in the 
Chinese Empire. 
2. An official or bureaucrat, especially 
one who is in or makes himself or her
self in a high or inaccessible position. 
3. (capital) Standard Chinese 
4. (capital) The language of northern 
China, especially of Beijing. 
5. Also, mandarine. 

(a) A small, flattish citrus fruit of 
which the tangerine is one variety, 
native to south-western Asia, with a 
characteristic sweet and spicy flavour. 

(b) The tree producing it, Citrus 
reticulara, and related species. 
[Chinese pidgin, from Portuguese, from 
Sanskrit: thought, counsel] 

21. nankeen noun 
A firm, durable, yellow or buff fabric 
made originally from a natural
coloured Chinese cotton, but now from 
other cotton and dyed. Also, nankin. 
[Named after Nankin Nanjing, a port in 
eastern China, on the Chang (formerly 
Yangtze) River] 

22. sampan noun 
Any of various small boats of China, 
as one propelled by a single scull over 
the stern, and provided with a roofing 
of mats. [Chinese: lit., three boards] 

23. shantung 1101111 

I. A silk fabric, a heavy variety of 
pongee made of rough, spun wild silk. 
2. A fabric imitating this, made of 
rayon or cotton. 
[From Shantung, maritime province in 
north-eastern China.] 
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24. *souchong noun 
A variety of black tea grown in India, 
Ceylon and China. [Chinese Cantonese 
siu-chung, small sort] 

25. *soya sauce noun 
A salty dark brown sauce made by 
fermenting soya beans in brine. Also, 
soy sauce. [Jap. var. of shoy, short for sho
yu, from Chinese shi-yu (from shi kind of 
bean+ yu oil] 

26. *tangram noun 
A Chinese puzzle consisting of a square 
cut into five triangles, a square and 
rhomboid, which can be combined so 
as to form a great variety of other fig
ures. [Chinese t'ang lit., Chinese+ gram] 

27. *tanka noun 
A Tibetan religious scroll painting, 
usually displayed as a banner. [Tibetan] 

28. *Tao noun 
1. The concept of the Taoist philo
sophy, that all existence has been only 
in relation to an external absolute. 
2. The ideal striven for by Taoists. 
3. (Taoist belief) Course of life and its 
foundation in relation to external truth. 
[Chinese: path or way (i.e. way of belief)] 

29. *Taoism noun 
1. A philosophical system developed by 
Lao-tse, advocating a discipline of non
intervention with the course of nature 
and of absolute sincerity and honesty, 
whereby the disciple can attain a state 
of harmony with Tao. 
2. A system of religious belief founded 
on the teachings of Lao-tse, but incor
porating in its present form elements 
drawn from several more primitive and 
animistic sources including sorcery and 
pantheism. It is one of the principle 
religions of China. Taoist (noun), 
Taoistic (adjective) 

30. typhoon noun typhonic adj. 
1. A tropical cyclone or hurricane in 
western Pacific area and China Seas. 
2. A violent storm or tempest of India. 
[Chinese: great wind] 

31. wok noun 
A large, shallow, round-bottomed metal 
bowl used for frying, esp. in Chinese 
cookery. [Cantonese] 

32. won ton noun 
1. A ball of noodle dough filled with 
spicy minced pork, usually boiled and 
served in soup. 
2. Soup containing won tons. 
[Cantonese] 

33. yak llOUII 

1. The long-haired wild ox Poeplzagus 
grunniens, of the Tibetan highlands. 
2. A domesticated variety of the same 
species. [Tibetan] 

34. yang 1101111 

One of the two fundan1ental principles 
of the universe in Chinese philosophy, 
regarded as masculine, active and asser
tive. Compare yin. [Mandarin yang 
male, sun, Iingam] 

35. yin llOUll 

One of the two fundamental principles 
of the universe in Chinese philosophy, 
regarded as feminine, passive and yield
ing. Compare yang. [Mandarin yin 
female, moon, yoni] 

36. yuan noun 
Unit of currency of China. 
[Chinese y11011, lit. round] 

INDIA 
1. begum noun 

(in India) 1. A Muslim woman ruler. 
2. A high-ranking Muslim lady, often 
a widow. [I-lindustani] 

2. bhang noun 
1. The Indian hemp plant. 
2. A preparation of its leaves and tops 
used in India as intoxicant and narcotic. 
Also, bang. [Hindustani, from Skt: hemp] 

3. *Bo-tree noun 
The pipal or sacred fig tree Ficus relig
iosa of India, under which the founder 
ofBuddhism is reputed to have attained 
the enlightenment which constituted 
him the Iluddha. [bo, from Singhalcse, 
from Pali-bodhi-taru perfect knowledge tree] 

4. brahma 1101111 

One of a breed of large domestic fowls, 
of Asiatic origin, with feathered legs 
and small wings and tail. [named after 
and short for Brahmaputra, a river in India] 

5. Brahma 11ow1 

(in later Hinduism) A trinity of the 
personal Creator together with Vishnu 
the Preserver and Shiva the Destroyer. 
[Sanskrit] 

6. Brahman 1101111 (pl. Brahmans) 
1. A member of the highest, or priestly, 
caste among the Hindus. 
2. (often lower case) A person of great 
culture and intellect. 
3. (often lower case) A snobbish or 
aloof intellectual. 
4. One of a breed of cattle originating 
in India, derived from the Zebu, and 
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used widely in Australia for cross
breeding. Also, Brahmin. [Sanskrit] 
Brahmanic, Brahmanical (adjective) 

7. *Brahmanism noun 
The religious and social system of the 
Ilrahmans and orthodox Hindus, 
characterised by the caste system and 
diversified pantheism. Brahmist (noun) 

8. cashmere 1101111 

The fine downy wool at the roots of the 
hair of Kashmir goats of India. 

9. char 11011n 

colloq11ial Tea [Hindustani, from Ch. cha] 

l O. * charpoy nou 11 

The common, light bedstead of India. 
[Hindi clwrpai. Lit., four-footed, from 
Persian chahar-pai] 

11. cheroot 1101111 

A cigar having open, unpainted ends. 
[French, from Tamil: a roll] 

12. chop 1101111 

1. (in Asia) (a) A personal seal or 
stamp, used to authorise transactions, 
verify documents. 

(b) A design, corresponding to a 
brand or trademark, stan1ped on goods 
to indicate their special identity. 
verb (t) chopped; chopping 
2. To mark with a seal, stamp, or 
design. 
3. phmse Not much chop; colloq11ial 
'no good'. 
[Hindi eh hap impression, stamp] 

13. chutney 1101111 (pl. chutneys) 
A relish of Indian origin which consists 
of fruit or vegetables cooked with 
sugar, spices and vinegar or lime juice. 
Also, chutnee. [Hindustani] 

14. coolie 1101111 

1. (in India, China) An unskilled native 
labourer. 
2. (elsewhere) Such a labourer em
ployed for cheap service. 
[Probably a variant of koli, name of tribe 
of Gajarat, but cf. Tamil kuli hire, wages.] 

15. *cummerbund 11011n 

(in India and elsewhere) A shawl or 
sash worn as a belt. [Hindi kamarband, 

from Persia] 

16. curry noun (pl. curries) 
1. An Indian sauce or relish in many 
varieties containing a mixture of spices, 
seeds, vegetables, fruits and eaten with 
rice or combined with meat, fish, or 
other food. 
2. A dish prepared with a curry sauce 
or with curry powder. 



3. verb (t) (-ried; -rying) To prepare 
(food) with a curry sauce or curry 
powder. 
4. phrase Give curry. Australian, NZ: 
to abuse angrily. 
[Tamil kari, sauce] 

17. *datura noun 
Any plant of the genus Datura, the 
species of which have funnel-shaped 
flowers, prickly pods, and narcotic 
properties. [NL, from Hind. dhatura, 
native name of the plant] 

18. dhal noun 
(in Indian cookery) Lentils or pulses. 
Also, dal [Hindustani] 

19. *dharma 11oun 

(in Hinduism and Buddhism) 
1. Essential quality or character. 
2. Law, esp. religious law. 
3. Conformity to law; propriety. 
4. Virtue. 
5. Religion. 
6. The doctrine or teaching ofDuddha. 
[Sanskrit: decree, custom} 

20. *dhobi noun 
South Asian English A launderer -
traditionally a male Indian who washes 
clothes by hand. [Hindnstani] 

21. *dhobi mark noun 
South Asian English 
1. A mark placed on laundry by a 
dhobi to identify its owner's laundry 
mark. 
2. coll. A signature on a cheque or 
document. 

22. dhoti 1101111 (pl. -tis) 
A long loincloth worn by male Hindus. 
Also, dhooti. [Hindustani] 

23. *dhrupad noun 
A form of northern Indian classical 
word music, typically in a slow tempo, 
which develops various parts of the 
raga. [Skt. dlmm pada kind of dance] 

24. *dhurric 11011n 

An Indian cotton carpet, usually made 
in rectangular pieces with fringes at 
ends. Also tlhurry. [Hindi dari] 

25. *dhyana noun 
An uninterrupted state of mental con
centration upon a single object, as in 
yoga. [Skt. dhyana, from dhymi he thinks] 

26. karma noun 
1. Hinduism, Buddhism. The cosmic 
operation of retributive justice, 
according to which a person's status in 
life is determined by their own deeds 
in a previous incarnation. 

2. Fate, destiny. 
3. coll. The quality, mood, or atmos
phere of a person or place. 
[Skt: deed, action] Karmic (adjectil>e) 

27. *karma-yoga noun 
Yoga through actions performed un
selfishly, for the welfare of others. [Skt. 
karmau work, office+ yoga] 

28. khaki noun (pl. -kis) 
1. (a) A dull yellowish-brown colour 

(b) A dull green with a yellowish or 
brownish tinge. 
2. Stout twilled cotton uniform cloth of 
this colour, worn especially by soldiers. 
3. A similar fabric of wool. 
4. adjective Of the colour of khaki. 
5. Made of khaki. [Hindustani: dusty] 

29. *koel 1101111 

I. A migratory cuckoo, Eudynamys 
sco/opacea, of northern and eastern 
Australian coastal areas and islands to 
the north, glossy blue-black (male) 
with a conspicuously long tail and a 
distinctive 'coo-ee' call; cooee bird; 
black cuckoo. 
2. Any of several closely related and 
very similar birds found elsewhere. 
[Hindustani: koil, from Skt. koki/a] 

30. *korma 11011n 

I. An Indian dish of meat braised with 
water, stock, yoghurt or cream, and 
spices, which combine to produce either 
a rich sauce or a dry crust on the meat. 
2. v. t. To braise meat in this way. 

31. *krait 1101111 

Any of the extremely venomous snakes 
of the genus B1111garus of south-eastern 
Asia, esp. B. coeru/e11s of India. [Hind. 
karait] 

32. *Krishna noun 
The most popular Hindu deity, as an 
incarnation of Vishnu; the famous 
teacher in the Bhagavad-gita. [Skt., 
spt!cial use of krislma black] 

33. *kukri 1101111 

A knife with a curved blade, used by 
the Gurkhas. [Hind.] 

34. lingam noun 
I. (in popular Hindu mythology) 

A phallus, symbol of Shiva. 
2. The male genitals. 
Also, linga [Sanskrit] 

35. mandala noun 
A mystic symbol of the universe, in the 
form of a circle enclosing a square; 
used chiefly by Hindus and Buddhists 
as an aid to meditation. 
[Sanskrit: circle] 

36. mantra noun 
A word, phrase or verse intoned, often 
repetitively, as a sacred formula in 
Hinduism and Mahayana Buddhism. 
Also, mantram [Sanskrit: speech, hymn] 
mantric (adjective) 

37. mem-sahib 11oun 

A native term of address to a European 
lady. [Hindustani] 

38. *nagari noun 

Any group of Indian scripts, including 
Devanagari. 

39. nirvana noun 
I. (often capital) (in Buddhism) 

(a) The extinguishing of the restless
ness and the heat of one's emotions. 

(b) The passionless peace of imper
turbability, attained through the annihi
lation of disturbing desires. 
2. Freedom from pain, worry, and the 
external world. 
[Sanskrit: a blowing out (as of a light)] 

40. pan noun 
I. The leaf of the betel. 
2. The masticatory of which the betel 
leaf comprises the wrapper. 
[Hind., from Sanskrit parna feather, 
leaf] 

41. pariah 11ou11 

Any person or animal generally des
pised; an outcast. [Tamil: lit., drummer 
(from a hereditary duty of the caste)] 

42. *raga noun 
(in Indian music) A scale of specified 
character often associated with a parti
cular time of the day; a special mood. 
[Skt. colour, tone] 

43. rajah 1101111 

(in India) A king or prince. Also, raja 
[Hindnstani] 

44. rupee 1101111 

I. The monetary unit of India. 
2. Any of various similar units, as the 
currencies of Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Mauritius, and Muscat and Oman. 
3. A note or coin of any of these 
denominations. abbrev. R, Re 
[Hindustani, from Sanskrit: wrought silver] 

45. sahib 1101111 

(in India) A term of respect which 
follows a man's name. [Hindustani, from 
Arabic: master, lit., friend] 

46. sari 11011n (pl. -ris) 
A long piece of cotton or silk, the prin
cipal outer garment of Hindu women, 
worn round the body with one end over 
the head or shoulder. [Hindustani] 
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47. Shiva noun 
One of the three chief divinities, the 
third member of the Hindu trinity 
known also as 'The Destroyer'. Also, 
Siva [Hindustani, from Skt 9iva propitious] 
Shivaism (noun); Shivaist (noun); 
Shivaistic (adjective) 

48. sitar noun 
A guitar-like instrument of India, hav
ing a long neck and usually three strings. 
Also, sittar [Hindustani] sitarist (noun) 

49. tamarind noun 
1. The fruit of a large tropical tree, 
Tamarindus indica, a pod containing 
seeds enclosed in a juicy acid pulp that 
is used in beverages and food. 
2. The tree is cultivated throughout the 
tropics for its fruit, fragrant flowers, 
shade and timber. [Medieval Latin, from 
Arabic: date of India] 

50. *tamasha noun 
(in the East Indies) A spectacle; enter
tainment. [Urdu, from Arabic: short walk] 

51. *Tantra noun 
1. Hinduism, one of several books in 
dialogue form setting out the require
ments of ritual, discipline, etc. 
2. One of a similar series of Buddhist 
devotional books. 
3. Tantrism. [Sanskrit: lit., loom] 

52. *Tantrism noun 
Hinduism, the doctrine of the books of 
Tantra, teaching that the visible world 
presents an unending dance of the 
believers with the Divine, in which 
unity of the worshipper with the 
worshipped is ultimately achieved. 

53. *vindaloo adjective 
1. Of or relating to a sour Indian dish 
flavoured with vinegar and hot indig
enous spices: chicken vindaloo. 
2. noun Such a dish 
[probably Pg. vin d'al/o, lit. wine of garlic] 

54. *wallah noun 
coll. A person employed at or con
cerned with a particular thing ( esp. in 
combination with another word): 
laundry wallah; cleaning wallah. Also, 
walla. [Hind. wa/a] 

INDONESIA 
1. *nasi gorcng noun 

A dish of Indonesian origin consisting 
of cooked rice, fried in seasoned oil, 
garnished with hot chillies, beef shreds 
or slices, fried onions, and sliced ome
lette. [Ilahasa Indonesia] 

2. *krupuk noun 
An Indonesian cracker made from 
flour and seasoning, dried, and deep 
fried in oil. [Ilahasa Indonesia] 

JAPAN 
1. *daimyo noun (pl. daimyo, -os) 

1. The class of greater nobles in Japan
ese feudalism, often the descendants of 
younger sons of emperors. 
2. A member of this class. 
Alsoi daimo [Jap. from Chinese equiva
lent to Mandarin da great+ ming lit., name 
land, private land] 

2. harakiri noun 
Ritual suicide by ripping open the 
abdomen with a dagger or knife; the 
national form of honourable suicide in 
Ja pan, formerly practised an1ong the 
military classes when disgraced or 
sentenced to death. Also harakari, 
harikari. [Japanese: belly cut] 

3. ikcbana noun 
The art of Japanese flower arrange
ment, in which flowers are displayed 
according to strict rules. 

4. judo noun 
A style of self-defence derived from 
jujitsu, using less violent methods and 
emphasising the sporting element. 
[Japanese: lit., the way of gentleness] 

5. jujitsu noun 
A Japanese method of defending 
oneself without weapons in personal 
encounter, which employs the strength 
and weight of the opponent to over
come him or her. Also, jiujitsu, jiujutsu, 
jujutsu. [Japanese: sol\ (or pliant) art] 

6. *kabuki 11mm 
A form of Japanese popular theatre, 
with stylised acting, music and dancing, 
in which male actors play all dramatic 
roles. 

7. *kakemono 1101111 (pl. -nos) 
An upright Japanese wall picture, 
usually long and narrow, painted on 
silk, paper or other material and 
mounted on a roller. [Jap. kake hang+ 
1110110 thingJ 

8. *kaki 1101111 (pl. -kis) 
I. The Japanese persimmon tree. 
2. Its fruit. [Japanese] 

9. *Kamikaze noun 
I. Member of a corps in the Japanese 
air force in World War II whose mis
sion was to crash their aircraft, loaded 
with explosives, into an enemy target 
such as a ship. 
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2. (I.e.) coll. (in surf-riding) 
A deliberate wipe-out. 

3. ad}. Of or pertaining to a Kamikaze. 
4. (I.e.) coll. Uoc.) dangerous; suicidal: 
his kamikaze driving. 
[Japanese: divine wind] 

10. *kana 1101111 
The Japanese syllabary [Jap. lit., false 
symbo!s1 so-called because kanji are regarded 
as real symbols] 

11. *kanji noun 
A system of Japanese writing using 
Chinese-derived characters. [Jap. from 
ka11 Chinese+ ji ideograph] 

12. *karaoke noun 
I. Access to a karaoke machine. 

'That restaurant offers karaoke.' 
2. adjective (of bars, restaurants, etc.) 

Equipped with a karaoke machine. 
[Jap. Lit., no orchestra, from kara absent 
+ oko orchestra] 

13. karate 1101111 
A method of defensive fighting in 
which hands, elbows, feet, and knees 
are the only weapons used. [Jap., lit., 
empty hand] 

14. *kcntlo no1111 
A Japanese style of fencing with bam
boo staves. 

15. *kimono 1101111 (pl. -nos) 
I. A wide-sleeved robe characteristic of 
Japanese costume. 
2. A woman's loose dressing-gown. 
[Japanese] 

16. ninja 1101111 (pl. -ja, -jas) 
(often capital) Member of a feudal 
Japanese society of mercenary fighters 
trained in martial arts and espionage. 
[lap., from 11i11 endure+ ja person] 

17. origami 1101111 

I. The art of folding paper into shapes 
of flowers, birds, etc. 
2. An object made this way. 
[Japanese] 

18. sake 1101111 
A Japanese fermented alcoholic drink 
made from rice. [Japanese] 

19. samurai 1101111 (pl. -rai) 
(in Feudal Japan) A member of the 
military class. [Japanese] 

20. Shinto 1101111 
The indigenous religion of Japan, 
primarily a system of nature and 
ancestor worhsip. Also, Shintoism 
[Japanese, from Chinese: lit., way of the 
gods] Shintoist (1101111, adjective) 



21. *sho noun 
Acupressure [Jap. shi linger, ats11 pressure] 

22. shogun noun (pl. -rai) 
I. (in Ja pan) A title originating in the 
8th century, in wars against the Ainus, 
equivalent to Commander-in-Chief. 
2. (in later history) Member of a quasi
dynasty, holding real power while the 
Imperial dynasty remained theoreti
cally and ceremonially supreme. 
[Jap., from Middle Chinese: a General] 

23. sukiyaki noun 
A Japanese dish containing fried meat, 
vegetables, onions, usually cooked with 
soya sauce, often at the table. [Japanese] 

24. sumo noun 
A style of wrestling in Japan, in which 
the object is to force the opponent out 
of the ring or make any part of his body 
other than the feet touch the ground. 
[Japanese] 

25. sushi 11ou11 
A Japanese dish of boiled rice, usually 
mixed with pickles, fish, or vegetables, 
and rolled in a sheet of dried seaweed. 

26. tanka 11ou11 
A Japanese poem or verse formed of 
31 syllables arranged in 5 lines, of which 
the first and third have 5 syllables, and 
the other lines 7 each. 
[Jap. tanka, short verse] 

27. tofu /IOUn 

A curd made from white soya beans, 
usually formed into small blocks, used 
in Asian cookery; bean curd. [Japanese] 

28. tsunami noun 
A large, often destructive sea wave 
caused by an underwater earthquake. 
[Jap. tidal wave] 

29. yen noun (pl. yen) 
The monetary unit of Japan. [Jap., from 
Chinese: a round thing, a dollar] 

30. Zen 11ou11 
A Buddhist sect, popular in Ja pan 
(where it was introduced from China 
in the 12th century), advocating self
contemplation as the key to the under
standing of the universe. [Jap., from 
Chinese, from Skt: religious meditation] 

MALAYSIA 
1. *achar noun 

Fruit or vegetable pickle eaten in South 
and South-East Asia. [Malay, Hindi, 
from Pers. acher} 

2. *baju mclayu 11ou11 
A traditional Malay collarless shirt 
usually worn by men on days of relig
ious observance and special occasions. 
[Malay: Malay shirt] 

3. *baju kurung nou11 
A long blouse of the type traditionally 
worn by Malaysian women in combina
tion with a sarong. [Malay] 

4. batik noun 
I. A method of printing cloth by 
applying wax to the fabric in a desired 
pattern, thus sealing it off from the dye. 
2. The fabric so decorated. 
Also, baltik [Malay (Javanese)] 

5. betel pepper noun 
An East Indian pepper plant, Piper 
betel. Compare betel nut. [Portuguese, 
from Malay, from Tamil + pepper] 

6. *bumiputra noun 
I. A person officially regarded as an 
indigenous inhabitant of Malaysia, 
including Malays, Orang Asli, and 
members of the indigenous groups of 
East Malaysia; under the current 
political system (since 1970) eligible for 
certain privileges such as low-interest 
loans. 
2. adjective Having to do with this 
category; bumiputera loan, bumiputeras 
status. 
Also, bumiputera [Malay: son of the soil] 

7. *dammar 1101111 

I. A copal-like resin chiefly from trees 
of the family Dipterocarpacceae in 
southern Asia, esp. Malaya and Sum
atra, much used for making colourless 
varnish. 
2. Any of various similar resins from 
the trees of other families. 
Also, dammcr [Malay, damar resin] 

8. *dato 1101111 (pl. datos) 
I. (in the Philippines) A native chief. 
2. The headman of a barrio or tribe in 
the Ea.st Indies. 
Also, datto [Malay, datoq title of respect] 

9. dhow 1101111 
An Arab sailing vessel. [Arabic] 

10. dugong noun 
An aquatic herbivorous mammal, 
D11go11g d11go11, of the order Sirenia, 
found in tropical coastal areas of the 

Indian Ocean, having forelimbs adap
ted as flippers, no hind limbs, and a 
horizontal lobed tail; sea cow. [Malay] 

11. durian noun 
I. Edible fruit with a hard, prickly rind 
and a distinctive flavour and smell, of 
the tree Durio zibetlzinus of south-
eastern Asia. 2. The tree itself. 
Also, durion [Malay, from duri thorn] 

12. junk noun 
A kind of seagoing ship used in Chinese 
and other waters, having square sails 
spread by battens, a high stern, and 
usually a flat bottom. [Portuguesej11nco, 
from Malay jong, ajong, apparently from 
Javanese jong] 

13. kapok noun 
1. The silky down surrounding the 
seeds of several trees in the family 
Bombacaceae, such as Ceiba pentandra 
of the East Indies, Africa, and tropical 
America, which is used for stuffing 
pillows and for sound insulation. 
2. A tree bearing this or similar down. 
[Malay] 

14. kampong 1101111 
A village or settlement in Malaysia or 
Indonesia. [Malay] 

15. *kuali 1101111 
A large curved pan used in Malay 
cookery for frying. Also kwali [Malay] 

16. kris noun 
A short sword or heavy dagger with a 
wavy blade, used by the Malays. Also, 
crease, crecse. [Malay] 

17. *lory noun (pl. -rics) 
Any of various lorikeets and parrots of 
the Malay Archipelago and Australasia. 
[Malay: /11ri] 

18. *mee-hoon noun 
Type of thin rice noodle used in Malay 
cookery. 

19. orang-outang noun 
A large, long-armed anthropoid ape, 
Po11go pygmaeus, of arboreal habits, 
found in Borneo and Sumatra. Also, 
orang, orang-utan. [Malay: man of the 
woods] 

20. rambutan 1101111 
I. The bright red, oval, edible fruit of 
a Malayan tree Nepheliwn lappaceum, 
covered with soft spines or hairs. 
2. The tree. [Malay] 

21. rupiah 1101111 
The monetary unit of Indonesia. 
[Malay, from Hindustani: rupee] 
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22. sago noun 
I. A starchy foodstuff derived from the 
soft interior of the trunk of various 
palms and cycads, used in making 
puddings, and other dishes. 
2. Any of various plants from which 
this foodstuff may be obtained. [Malay] 

23. sarong noun 
I. The principal garment for both sexes 
in the Malay Archipelago, consisting of 
a piece of cloth enveloping the lower 
part of the body like a skirt. 
2. A kind of cloth for such garments. 
[Malay] 

24. satay noun 
A dish consisting of cubes of spiced meat 
grilled on a skewer and served with a 
hot peanut or soya-based sauce. [Malay] 

25. *tac! noun 
I. Any of various units of weight in the 
Far East. 
2. A former Chinese monetary unit 
based on this weight of standard silver. 
[Pg., from Malay: Tahil weight] 

26. tana noun 
A large tree shrew of the family Tupai
idae, Tztpaia tana, of Sumatra and 
Borneo. [Malay (tupai) tanah ground 
(shrew)] 

27. tea noun 
I. The dried and prepared leaves of the 

shrub Thea sinensis, from which a 
somewhat bitter, aromatic beverage is 
made by infusion in boiling water. 
2. The shrub itself, which is extensively 

cultivated in China, Japan, India and 
has fragrant white flowers. 
3. The beverage, served hot or iced. 
4.Any of various infusions prepared 

from the leaves, flowers or parts of other 
plants, used as beverages or medicines. 
5.Any kind of leaves, flowers, etc. so 

used, or any plant yielding them. 
6.Beef tea. 
7. A light meal taken in late afternoon. 
8. The main evening meal. 
9.colloquial Marijuana 
10. phrase 'Cup of tea': coll. A task, 
topic, person, or object well suited to 
one's experience, taste or liking: 'That 
show is more like my cup of tea.' 
11. 'Not for all the tea in China': coll. 
not at all; in no way. 
[Dutch, from Malay, from Chinese chd] 
tcalcss (adjective) 

28. wayang noun 
A ritual performance, as with dances 
or puppet plays, of the religious epics 
of Java and Bali. [Javanese: shadow] 

NEPAL 
1. *tahr noun 

Any of various wild goats of the genus 
Hermitragus of southern Asia, such as 
the Himalayan tahr, H. jemlahicus; 
mountain ibex. Also, thar [Nepalese] 

PHILIPPINES 
1. *adobo noun 

A Philippine dish of pork or chicken 
stew cooked in soy sauce, vinegar and 
garlic. [Spanish pickle sauce] 

2. *bananacuc noun 
A roasted or deep-fried banana on a 
stick, typically sold as a snack by 
hawkers in the Philippines. [banm,a + 

(barba)-cue] 

3. *barangay noun 
I. The smallest unit of political organ
isation in the Philippines. 
2. adj. Having to do with such a unit; 
barangay captains, barangay officials. 
Also, barangay 
[Illocano barangay community] 

4. *barrio noun (pl. barrios) 
I. (in Spain and countries colonised by 
Spain) One of the divisions into which 
a town or city, together with the contig
uous rural territory is divided. 
2. (US) A Spanish-speaking neighbour
hood in a city. 
3. (Philippine English) A village 
[Spanish] 

5. *kalamansi noun 
The fruit of the tree, Citous micro
parapa Bunge, native to Philippines, its 
juice being a popular drink; Chinese 
orange. Also, calamansi 

6. *lambanog 1101111 

A strong alcoholic drink of the Philip
pines made by boiling tuba many times 
to create a more concentrated liquor. 
[Tagalog] 

7. *lcchon noun 
A whole roasted suckling pig, often 
served as the centrepiece of a Philip
pine banquet. [Sp. from leche milk] 

8. *solon noun 
(Philippine English) A lawmaker; 
member of a legislative assembly. 
[from so/011] 

9. *tamaran noun 
A small, sturdy wild buffalo Baba/us 
mindorensis, of Mindoro in the Philip
pines, having thick brown hair and 
short massive horns. [Tagalog} 

58 ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS JOURNAL 

10. ylang-ylang noun 
I. An aromatic Asian tree Cananga 
odorata, bearing fragrant drooping 
flowers which yield a volatile oil used 
in perfumery. 
2. The oil or perfume. 
Also, ilang-ilang [Tagalog] 

11. *Tagalog noun 
I. A member of a Malayan people 
native in the Philippines. 
2. The principal Indonesian language 
of the Philippines. 

SINGAPORE 
1. *kiasu adjective 

(Singaporean English) colloquial 
Afraid of losing out to someone else; 
anxious not to be disadvantaged. 

2. *singlish noun 
The colloquial form of Singapore Eng
lish characterised by a greater range of 
lexical items and syntactical construc
tion originally borrowed from back
ground languages. [b. Sing. and Eng.] 

SRI LANKA 
1. *Singhalcse noun (pl. -Iese) 
1. adjecrive Pertaining to Sri Lanka, 
formerly Ceylon, certain natives of that 
country, or their language. 
2. noun A member of the Singhalese 
people or the Singhalese people collec
tively. 
3. The Indic language spoken by the 
Singhalese; the leading language of Sri 
Lanka. 
Also, Sinhalese 
[Sanskrit: Si11hala, Ceylon+ -ese] 

* words can be found only on the full 
version of the Macquarie Dictionary 
(hard copy). Words without asterisks 
can be referenced on the Internet in 
the edited version of the Macquarie 
Diclimwry. ~ 

Suggestions for activities with these words 
-Word maze 
- Crossword puzzle 
- Mime words as in the TV game 
- Use flash cards for snap game 
- Make board games like snakes and 

ladders, battle ship-type games 
- Group words such as animals, 

games, food, religion 
- Construct sentences using selected 

words from here. 
- Write a dialogue using some of these 

words. 
- What are the words in the list that are 

already commonly used in Australia? 
- Discuss why words are borrowed and 

adopted from other countries? 
- Debate why these words should be 

borrowed from Asian countries. 



Samples of work with anglicised Asian words 
by Jim Lee 

A. Pick out out tlze abstract nouns 
from tlzese words 

begum Dhang 
dharma dhyana 
karma kabuki 
lamasery 
rajah 
tamasha 
Ying Yang 

lychee 
Shinto 
tanka 
Zen 

chow-chow 
feng shui 
Lamaism 
nirvana 
sitar 
Tantrism 

B. Circle tlze odd word out from eaclz 
row of words. 

cheongsam dhoti 
kimono kabuki 
krait sho 
orang-utang lechon 
sukiyaki 
kalamansi 
mandarin 
sampan 
dhow 

vindaloo 
rambutan 
kowtow 
tsunami 

sari 
chow 
dugong 
rambutan 
korma 
durian 
wayang 
junk 

C. Draw lines to matdi tlze words in tlze 
first colum11 with those in tl1e next. 

Cheongsam clay 
Tangram fruit 
Yuan puzzle 
Chow official 
Lychee 
Wok 
Mandarin 
Sampan 
Lania 
Kaolin 

currency 
boat 
dog 
priest 
silk 
frying pan 

D. Use tlze give11joining words once only 
to join these pairs of sentences. 

while and but with 

1. At the Indonesian restaurant we 
had nasi goreng. 

We had krupuk and some curry 
too. 

2. Ninjas were mercenary fighters in 
old Japan. 

Samurais served shoguns in the 
Japanese feudal system. 

3. Nowadays sushi is readily 
available in food courts. 
Tofu is also sold in supermarkets. 

4. I practise in Judo at the sports 
club on Saturdays. 
On Sunday my brother takes up 
jujitsu at the community centre. 

CROSSWORD 

Across Down 
1. A religious system 2. Money in India 
5. The leaf of the betel 3. A group of Indian script 
6. Tea 4. A chant 
7. A Buddhist sect 
8. Hindu women's dress 

WORD MAZE 
u K J M T V A y s E R A 

F G A L K y A K u J M M 

G X C 0 H B p L u A A A 

N F H y L D L H L D N A 

u M E u C I E L 0 I L K 

K A 0 L I A N G R 0 w N 

K R N A E L A H E H N A 

N G G L I F N N w G T T 

D N s C E A 0 K 0 0 y E 

E A A R M y J p H L I R 

J T M K p w H 0 C T N u 
Answer to Word Maze 

u K T y R A 

F A y A K u M 

G C 0 p A 

N H L H L N A 

u M E I 0 I K 

K A 0 L I A N G R 0 N 

R N N A 

G G N w T 

N s A 0 y 

A A M H I 

T M C N 
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Alone • ID a sea of cruelty 
On rickety platforms off the coast of Sun1atra, boys as young as 13 
are caught in the net of forced labour 
reports Lindsay Murdoch for The Sydney Moming llevald, Tuesday, S June 2001 

Buang's weather-beaten face is sad. He 
looks barely 13. Naked except for 
tattered shorts, he stands atop a fishing 
platform perched precariously on log 
stilts in the shallow seas off North 
Sumatra, straining to winch a net filled 
with teri, a small, anchovy-like fish that 
is a delicacy in Asian cities. 'The work 
is very tough', he says, whispering so 
his boss cannot hear. 'We don't get 
much sleep. I want to go home but 
there is nobody to replace me.' 

Buang is one of thousands of 
Indonesian children aged between 10 
and 17 working for about 60 cents a 
day, often for eighteen hours without 
sleep, on the platforms called jermals 
that dot the Straits of Malacca between 
Sumatra and the Malaysian peninsula. 

Child rights activists say most of the 
children are kidnapped from poor 
Indonesian villages, and taken to the 
platforms where they are often beaten, 
food is in short supply, and the work is 
dangerous. 

Activists say an estimated 1500 
rotting platforms about the size of 
tennis courts perched only metres from 
the waves are proof that slavery exists 
and that Indonesian authorities have 
failed to stop it. 

'The kids are usually forced to live 
in conditions of severe deprivation for 
six to eight months without coming 
ashore', says Muhammad Jailani, an 
activist based in the North Sumatra city 
of Medan. 'The conditions are 
intolerable for children. You can use 
no other word for it but slavery.' 

Husni Hasibuan was 13 when he 
pestered his uncle to allow him to go 
to sea as a fisherman. The village 
where he had grown up was in the 
mountains of Sumatra and he had 
never seen the sea. But Husni says 
fishing was in his dreams. When his 
uncle arranged for him to be taken to 
what he thought was going to be a boat, 
he arrived at a swaying platform about 
20 kilometres offshore. 

'I was seasick at first. Then I found 
the work too hard', says Husni who is 
now 16. 'The foreman used to kick us 

ifwe slept too long. He is a very fierce 
man. I felt exploited and wanted to 
leave but he would not let me.' 

After four weeks on the platform, 
where he and five other children spent 
almost every waking minute hauling 
nets, sorting fish, and then boiling and 
salting the catch, Husni decided he 
could take it no longer. 

He and a 14-year-old friend, Amim, 
hatched a plan to escape as the boss 
slept, by tossing an aluminium pot into 
the sea, climbing aboard and floating 
away. But as they got in the pot sank. 

Both boys grabbed onto plastic 
containers thrown to them by other 
workers, but the strong tide swept them 
further away from shore. 

'I thought we had little hope to 
survive', Husni says. 'I was separated 
from Amim. I kept calling him in the 
dark but heard no reply. I was drinking 
a lot of sea water. I prayed a lot. I was 
very tired.' 

As dawn broke Husni's exhausted 
body was nudging against the pole of 
an abandoned platform. He climbed 
up, cutting himself on barnacles. While 
clinging to the pole a seagull landed on 
his head. 'I must have looked like a 
ghost', he says. 'Two fishing boats 
came past. I screamed out for help 
before one stopped and pulled me 
aboard.' 

When the boat dropped him at an 
Indonesian fishing port he reported 
that Amim was missing, believed 
drowned. But local police jailed him 
for three days on suspicion of 
murdering his friend. Amim eventually 
turned up in his home village. He had 
also been picked up by a passing fishing 
boat. 

J ailani, Director of the foreign
funded group Education and 
Information Centre for Child Rights, 
says that Indonesian authorities usually 
take the side of the platform owners 
who pay bribes to prevent prosecutions 
for child abuse. 

Indonesia signed the United 
Nations Convention of the Rights of 
the Child in 1990, and in the late 1990s 

60 ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS JOURNAL 

finally ratified the 1973 Minimum Age 
Convention of the International 
Labour Organisation. 

But Jailani says efforts to persuade 
authorities to stop the exploitation of 
children on the platforms have failed. 

The few times that authorities have 
taken children off platforms, others 
have been seen working on them only 
weeks later. In one of the few cases that 
have reached court, a platform owner 
paid the parents of four children to 
drop charges relating to their mis
treatment. 

The children had jumped into the 
sea and hung onto planks of wood for 
seven hours to escape. 

Jailani says the highest-paid 
children earn about 100 000 rupiah 
($17) a month. Some get half that. The 
children never get a day off. If they are 
sick, they are treated by whatever 
medicines are on the platforms, which 
are usually inadequate. 

Jailani says the children, most of 
whom are Muslims, get no time off to 
pray or perform other religious rituals. 
'They have no option but to sort the 
fish by hand without gloves', he says. 
'We have heard many cases of children 
falling from the platform and hurting 
themselves.' 

At least five child workers have 
been killed on the platforms in recent 
years. Jailani's group has documented 
cases of children on the platforms being 
kicked, scolded and thrown into the 
sea. 'There are no schools for the 
children and no welfare', Jailani says. 
'The waves are usually dangerous and 
the working conditions are extremely 
bad for any worker, let alone children.' 

Jailani says that middlemen often 
pick up children at bus depots. Some
times parents are persuaded to let their 
children go with the middlemen on the 
promise they are getting well-paid jobs. 

Visitors to the platforms are usually 
turned away. 

The Herald could see boys hauling 
nets on many platforms between 20 and 
30 kilometres off North Sumatra. 

igi 



THE FAR EASTERN WRITTEN NUMERALS 
by Conrad Young 

The Chinese have been using a decimal 
number system for a long time. They 
have used other systems of lesser 
importance as well; for example, to 
measure time they used the twelve 
earthly branches which combine with 
the celestial stems to form a cycle of 
sixty. Furthermore, decimal and 
sexadecimal calculations can be made 
with the Chinese abacus. It is likely 
that the latter system was retained 
because the Chinese pound is divided 
into sixteen parts. 

The decimal system, used in both 
speech and writing in China (and which 
has subsequently been imported into 
Japan), is a named gradational system 
(similar to that which the Westerners 
use in speech, e.g. one thousand (and 
fif-ty (= five tens) - two. We could 
perhaps write this as I TH 5 T 2. The 
Western written number system, on the 
other hand, is an unnan1ed ( or abstract) 
gradational system, the place-value 
system in which the place of a digit 
determines its relative value, e.g. 1052. 

In general, this written system 
divides the powers of ten into groups 
of three digits, e.g. thousands, millions 
and so on. The Chinese (consequently 
the Japanese) system divides them into 
groups of four digits (Titble I). 

Systems such as those the Romans 
used, and even the named gradational 
numerals of the Chinese, are not really 
convenient for written arithmetic, and 
this may be a factor in the enduring use 
of the abacus in China and Ja pan. 

From the earliest times, it seems, 
man needed to count, and having 
counted, it was often advantageous to 
be able to record the result. Generally 
this was done first by simply making 
one mark (stroke or dot) to represent 
'1 ', two marks for '2', and so on. Later, 
as calculations becan1e more elaborate, 
other symbols were invented to repre
sent larger numbers. This can be seen 
in many cultures (Table II). 

In the earliest records of the 
Chinese numerals-the Shang oracle
bone inscriptions (1400-1100 BC)-we 
find the familiar one stroke per unit for 
'!' to '4', and '5' has a different type 
of symbol (Table Ill). 

Notice that 10 is again one stroke, 
but vertical instead of horizontal ( c.f. 
Babylonian, Table II). 

TABLE I 
The groupillg of the powers of 10 ill Cliillese formation of the hundreds (Table IV). 

The 20, 30 and 40 are still simply 
groupings of 2, 3 and 4 symbols for 10 
respectively. 

IDEOGRAM 

I'-
71 

{@ 

--t 
'"fi 
--r 

'J, (;t;) 

-t ~ 
-'G :ti 
-t- ;t, 
il 

t 1!. 
fl~-
4 ~-

tt. 

ENGLISH MEANING 

1/10 

1 

10 

100 

1000 

10000 

100 000 

1000 000 

10 000 000 

100 000 000 

1000 000 000 

10 000 000 000 

100 000 000 000 

1 000 000 000 000 

10 000 000 000 000 

100 000 000 000 000 

1 000 000 000 000 000 

In late Zhou times (600-300 BC) 
numerals of the form J., ... , ~ 
representing 6, ... , 9 appeared, and 
began to displace the older forms 
(Table III). These new ones are merely 
pictographs of configurations of calcu
lating rods, which were the calculators 
preceding the suan pan (suan p'an), the 
Chinese abacus, and which can be 
traced with certainty back to the 
Warring States period (500-300 BC). 

These calculating rod numerals 
achieved a considerable importance 
later, remaining in use for many cen
turies. After the adoption of Chinese 
writing in Japan, mathematicians, 
especially, continued to use calculating 
rods and to write rod numerals long 
after the rods themselves were no 
longer in general use. Indeed, in an 
evolved form, the numerals are still 

TABLE lI seen in use today. [See 
A comparatiw! table of 1111mera/s from various c11lt11res Su Zhou Ma (Su Chou 

Ma) below.] 
I 2 J I 5 10 

ROHAN I II Ill 1111 V X 

HAYAN . .. ... .... - -
GREEK I II Ill 1111 ' t::. 
EGYPTIAN I II Ill 1111 

Ill n II 

V VY YVV vvv vvv vv ( 

The rod numerals 
do not constitute a 
named gradational 
system, but neither are 
they an abstract grad
ational system (i.e. 
place-value notation). 
Multiples of odd 
powers of I 0 were 
written in 'horizontal' 
form, and even powers 
were written in 

8A8YLONlAN 

The 50, 60, 70 and 80 (90 is 
unattested) are composed by writing 
the symbol for 10 above that for 5, 6, 7 
and 8 respectively (Table IV). In 
contrast, the hundreds are built up by 
writing the 100 symbol below that for 
I, 2, ... 9. The thousands again have 
I, 2, ... below the symbol for a man. 
In any case, when two symbols 
representing say 5 and 10 are combined 
into a monogram, the result repre
sents the product of the components 
5 x 10 = 50, not the sum 5 + 10 = 15. 

By the time of the Zhou (Chou) 
bronzes (1000-300 BC), a change 
occurred in the tens 50 to 90. The 
symbol for ten was written beneath that 
for 5, 6, ... 9, in analogy with the 

V 

'vertical' form. 
For example, 1=111 is 123, but -II= 

is 1230, -== is 102 030, and 111111 is 
10 203. 

In the course of the centuries from 
the Warring States period, through 
Wang Mang's reign (AD 8-23), the rod 
numerals continued to evolve until, in 
the twelfth century AD in the work Shu 
Shu Jiu Zhang (Shu Shu Chiu Chang) 
(AD I 247) by Qin Jiu-Shao (Ch'in 
Chiu-Shao), we see the forms X for 4, 
6 or 6 for 5, and X or X for 9 (South 
Song, Table III). The X is apparently 
borrowed from an older form for 5 (see 
Table Ill) ( or is it a borrowing from the 
Indian a' for 4?) The 6 and 6 are just 
a stroke representing 5, and a zero 
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TABLE Ill A comparatfre ta hie of mmwrals 1 to JO 

l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Shang Oracle-bone - z n- I\ + )( s I 
(14th -llth C B.C.) - - -

Bronze {, + )( :rl, {, (10th - 3rd C B.C.) - - - z -

Zhou - _X5i: - ..L T ..L ..L ~ + 
(6th - )rd C B.C.) - - X )= lf >< ~ 

I II Ill mr 1W ~ :5<: ** ,I-. t ..l... z 
Wang Mang's reign - - T lf lTf lllf + I B - 23 A. b. I - -
South Song I II Ill 1111 11111 

T 
"}( 

(12th - 13th C A.O. 9 lf llr 1IIT X 
- - - 11111 J_ ..L ..L ..l... -

X 0 :5<: 
- - X 75 J_ J_ J_ f;z + Su-Zhou Ma -

( 16th C) 

I II Ill 
Oa Xie (10th C A.O. ::(, ,t ~,~ ¾ -r;t 1:f rt ;,-c: .:ti•J :Ji<.. 1f; ""), 

Modern Standard ..,_ 
-/-forms {3rd C B.C.) - - -;;: 'i19 :£,__ ,c / '- -tu - - " 

TABLE IV lligher 1m11zerals /J'Om the S!ia11g and Zhou periods 

Shang orade-bone 20 
numer i ea 1 forms 

u 
200 

@' 

2000 

Bronze numerical forms 20 

+uv 
below showing the number of units 
in excess of 5. Clearly they were 
constructed in analogy with those 
from 6 to 9. 

Unlike the earlier Shang practice 
of multiplying two numerals when 
combined into a monogram (see 
oracle-bone numerals), here the 5 is 

30 40 50 60 

ll) ll)J ± t 
300 400 500 600 

'® '® i ~ 
3000 4000 5000 

1 ~ 1 
JO 40 50 60 

WW ®W Jf f+t 
added to the units written below. It was 
also quile common practice to concate
nate rod numerals to form monogram
matic forms such as -nn-1.m (1968). 

Rod numerals are also to be seen 
in Sua,1 Jing Yi Juan Bing Xu (Sua,1 
Ching I Clwan Ping Hsu) from the Dun 
Huang (Tun Huang) caves in north-
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70 ao 90 100 

f )'( ~ 

700 800 900 1000 

~ t,-
!?-

70 80 90 100 

'+' 127 @ 

western China. There we see the results 
of some verses of the multiplication 
table, which show that 9 x 9 equals e!sl, 
8 x 8 are -1.1111, etc. Thus we know that 
the Tang (T'ang) (AD 600-900) people 
arranged digits from left to right and 
followed the convention of employing 
vertical, then horizontal, forms of the 



TABLE V Greek word 'myriad', for example. 
This can be compared to the Egyptian 
100 000 derived from the tadpole. 

A selection of a11cie11t forms for 4,· 6,- 100; 1000,· JO 000. 

I 

,oo I 6 "lJ 
I 

I 'w 
10,000 :t, ':?! t 

I I 

'.¥h 

9\' eEl 

digits alternately (in agreement with the 
ancient calculating rod practice). 

In Ming times (AD 1300-1600) 
there arose among the merchants a 
current form of the rod numerals called 
the Su Zhou Ma (Su Chou Ma) (Table 
III). These are still commonly used 
today for commercial purposes. The 
interesting numerals in this set are the 
5 and the 9. The ~ for 5 probably 

' -came from writing the older O or 0 
in one movement. The 'j( for 9 most 
likely arose similarly from X. However, 
it has been suggested that it could be 
an abbreviation of $ 'x, the 9 from the 
Da Xie (Ta Hsieh) numerals. 

The series of numerals called the 
Da Xie (Ta Hsieh) (i.e. 'great script') 
was already in use during the Five 
Dynasties (AD 900) and the Song 
(Sung) (AD 900-1200) periods (Tc1ble 
Ill). They are much more intricate 
than the other forms and so are utilised 
in accounts, cheques, documents, and 
contracts or any occasion where it is 
important to discourage forgery. 

This can be compared perhaps to 
the Western practice of writing 
numbers in words in a similar situation 
instead of using Arabic numerals. 

The standard forms of the numerals 
are, in fact, far from modern (Table 
IV). They were established in Qin 
(Ch'in) and Han (Han) times (300 l3C). 
The characters for I, 2, and 3 are just 
the fan1iliar pictographs, but 4 to 9 may 
be borrowings of homophones from 

l I /I 
'·"' I -f ' T 'if-. + 

: I 

names of animals and plants (Table V). 
However, there is also a theory that the 
4 was originally a pictogram of four 
fingers of a hand, that 8 is a pictogram 
of two much simplified hands (each 
with 4 fingers), and that 9 is a symbolic 
hand. 

Of the higher numerals, the JOO 
may be a pictogram of a cypress cone 
and 1000 is a man with a horizontal 
stroke. This particular symbol is of 
interest because without this stroke, the 
picture of a man does not mean any
thing as a numeral. The 10 000 is 
certainly derived from the scorpion, as 
the older form clearly shows (Table V). 
This perhaps initially symbolised an 
indefinite large number (the number of 
insects certainly is that!) as did the 

Discover Japanese Sake 

It is interesting to note that even 
today, the ancient variant forms tt, 
tit, which are groupings of 2 and 3 
tens respectively for 20 and 30, are still 
in use. By contrast, in recent times the 
use of an abstract gradational system 
(place-value notation) has become 
more frequent. 

The latest set of numerals to come 
into general use in the Far East is the 
Indian and Arabic numerals. They 
have been adopted and are utilised 
alongside the traditional forms. The 
first abacus book in Japan in which 
Indian numerals were used appeared in 
1885. These numerals travelled 
westward into Europe and America via 
Arabic learning, and from there were 
imported into Japan and China. 

So today we find the Su Zhou Ma 
(Su Chou Ma), the Da Xie (Ta Hsieh) 
and the Modern Standard numerals are 
still in daily use. To these have been 
added the Arabic numerals. 

The first three systems have roots 
deep in Oriental history, the fourth 
system is an importation which has 
assumed some functions previously 
carried out by the other three, and may 
take over more. It will be interesting 
to see the places the four systems will 
occupy in future in Oriental society. 

TI1e author is a Lecturer in Chinese at 
the University of Queensland, Brisbane. 

An article written jointly by him and 
Douglas Eising on the parallel 

development of the abacus and 
commerce in China was published in 
Hemisphere, January/February 1981. 

1/j 

http://www.japansake.or.jp 

The traditional Japanese alcoholic beverage made from fermented rice, sake, has a large 
Ian base throughout the world and has found a place besides heavyweights such as 
beer, w,ne, vodka and other such alcoholic drinks. This site pro,1des a myriad of 
information concerning sake including sections on the history, the ingredients, and the 
varieties ot sake as well as the process of making sake from scratch. 

Astronomy in Japan 
http://www2.gol.com/users/stever/jastro.html 

This may nol be the most attractive site but it has a great deal of interesting information 
on the science, history and culture behind astronomy in Japan. The site details 
information such as the story behind the Tanabata Festival and the locations of star 
shnnes (Hoshi-Jinja) to an explanation and bnef history behind Japan's lunar calendar. 
This site has unique and fascinating information that is definitely worth a closer look. 
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New school programs at the Embassy 
of Indonesia in Canberra 
from Education and Cultural Section at the Embassy 

The Embassy oflndonesia is in the 
process of refurbishing its museum 

and cultural centre on the Embassy 
grounds in Yarralumla. Students will 
now experience a unique 'hands on' 
program-not offered at present by any 
other embassy in Canberra. And it is 
free! All age levels and subject areas 
are welcome. What then would a class 
experience? 

The interactive journey begins when 
you pass through the gates of our 
replica Balinese Hindu temple. Visitors 
have now officially left Australia and 
are on Indonesian territory. Students 
will dress in traditional sarongs from 
Indonesia and enter the land and 
people section. A few volunteers will 
dress in traditional costumes from 
various Indonesian provinces, and 
students will locate these areas on our 
large wall map in addition to learning 
about the diverse wildlife of this 
equatorial archipelago . 

. Our resident puppeteer and 
musician will then lead students into a 
darkened Indonesian village complete 
with appropriate village sights and 
sounds. Students are invited to watch 
a short traditional shadow puppet play 
with some spectacular fight scenes. 
The class then selects its own 
puppeteers who perform for their class 
a shadow puppet play with an 
Australian flavour. 

Ever wanted to play Waltzing 
Matilda on an instrument dating back 
over two thousand years? Your class 
volunteers will do this and more. After 
watching our expert play various 
garnelan instruments, selected students 
will then demonstrate their newly 
acquired skills to their classmates. 

Then it's off to see the very tidy 
bedroom of an Indonesian teenager in 
2002. What music do they listen to 
when they should be doing their home• 
work? Who are the big Indonesian 
popstars at the moment? Are 
Indonesian teenagers just like Aussie 
teenagers? Learn about Indonesia's 
delicious food and try some snacks 
from a traditional foodstall. Do they 
have fast food outlets in Indonesia in 
2002? Find out! 

Discover the myriad of options 
available to those who would like to 
further their experiences. We have 
comprehensive information on student 
tours to Indonesia or family holidays. 
Interested teachers will be given class 
resource packs and resource lists to 
enable them to do some extension work 
with their class after the excursion. 

Want to buy some cheap Indone• 
sian souvenirs? Your students will be 
able to do this too at the independent 
retail outlet that will be established near 
the display area. The teacher may want 

Japan Surf http://www.japansurf.com/ 

to choose some very reasonable planta• 
tion teak furniture from the catalogues 
available. 

We also offer specialised Friday 
workshops, usually led by Indonesian 
experts, on a range of topics covering 
most subject areas. The workshops 
could include cooking, dance, 
Indonesian language, music, puppetry, 
drama, history, geography, commerce, 
creative writing, martial arts, religion, 
maths and science. If you have a 
special idea for a workshop, please tell 
us about it. We may be able to help 
you. 

The new exhibits will cater for both 
primary and secondary students. 
School groups will be welcome to visit 
the Embassy from the beginning of 
April, but bookings may be made from 
now on by calling 6250 8628 or 
6250 8627 during office hours. The 
hours are Monday to Friday from 
9:30 am to 12:30 pm and 1:30 pm to 
4:30 pm. Tours take one hour from 
arrival to departure. The workshops 
are only held on Fridays. 

Please bring Asia, and in particular 
our next-door neighbour Indonesia, 
into your students' range of 
experiences. We would be pleased to 
receive your booking. 

Terima kasilz 

l.!ll 

For your next trip to Japan don't forget to take along the sunscreen, 
your wet suit, surfboard and Japan Surf website address. Although 
Japan has traditionally been overlooked as a surfing destination to 
more popular places such as Australia, Hawaii or Indonesia, this site 
assures readers that 'Japan's got what it takes-quality waves, 
adventure, and a culture that has to be expenenced to be believed!' 
Well, you can't argue with that. This site has information on the best 
time of the year to surt in japan, popular surfing spots, surf shops, 
lists of phone numbers to find out surf conditions and even a section 
on Japanese surf-talk (or as the website creators put ii 'speak da 
lingo balby!'). 

Japanese people and the efforts you make in learning the rules of 
etiquette will be appreciated and assist you in better integrating into 
the society. This site provdes readers with the most basic rules of 
etiquette that are used in dally life such as proper behaviour in the 
house, bathing, talble manners and so forth. The site also includes 
links lo other English language sites on this topic. 

Japan Etiquette 
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e622.htm1 

'When in Rome, do as the Romans do' is an old adage that still has 
a high degree of relevance especially when put in the context of 
living or visiting Japan. Correct manners are very important to the 
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Interactive Quiz 
http://www.webjapanese.com/e/wj/kanji·c/ 

For those who would like to flex their kanji-knowiedge muscle, this 
site, with its free interactive kanji game, is the site for you. The site 
allows you to choose the level al which to play the game, with games 
available for Level 1 to 4 of the proficiency test as well as a 
Newspaper (Shimbun) Kanji quiz and a 'Kanji-otaku' quiz The game 
allows players thirty seconds to answer each question, and if you 
are incorrect or time runs out a 'Game Over!' sign flashes up. 
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Teachers and institutions can join or renew their membership of The Asia Education Teachers' Association for 
a twelve-month period from 1st January. Members receive four editions of the Asia Education Teachers' 
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