
VOLUME 30 NUMBER 4 NOVEMBER 2002 

FOCUS: SlNG POR 



fJ8lfJ lDUCfJflDN flfJClllR.8 JDUR.Nfll 
VOLUME 30 NUMBER 4 NOVEMBER 2002 

CONTENTS 

Asia news ___________________________ _ 

Globalisation and the Asia-Pacific region: H)1mg Gu Lynu, Asia Pacific Report_____ 2 

FOCUS ON SINGAPORE: Pauline Hufschmid ____________ 5 
OVERVIEW: The Big Islancl (Australia) and The Small Island: __________ 6 
Racial ties a matter of COURSE: Sue-Ann Chia_______________ 8 
A true Muslim can be a loyal S'porcan too: Asad Latif, 17ic Stmits Times_______ 9 
Singapore cultural dos and don'ts I 0 
More babies please 11 
A little nudge from hawkers to eat more greens: Shannelpal Kaur, 171e Straits Times... 12 
Dengue fever 13 
Chilli goocl .. 14 
Small island solutions for maximising lancl space; ancl solving traffic congestion 15 
Singapore's land reclamatiou activities, and the water supply 16 

Year 12 Geography Assessment Task (Fieldwork - Urban Dynamics): Henry Haliman 
Pauline Hufschmid, Singapore International School ______________ _ 

SINGAPORE: A Primary Unit of worksheets/activites by Julie O'Kecfc ______ _ 

SINGAPORE: A Crucible of Culture: Marshall Leaver _____________ _ 

SINGAPORE: Culture of Caution, or just a truly fine city'? Catherine Bowe ______ _ 

The ma11dala: Michelle Cooper ______________________ _ 

Festivals in Singapore ______________________ _ 

SAY A PRAYER: These places of worship offer an insight into Singapore's spiritnal sicle ---

18 

37 

59 
60 
62 
65 
66 



®) 'The Asia Education 1eacher8 fJBSociafion ( flusrrafia) Inc. 
2003 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: $58 ABN 56 541 380 284 GST not applicable. 

(AETA is not required 
to be registered for GST.) RENEWAL 0 NEW membership 0 

Teachers and institutions can join or renew their membership of The Asia Education Teachers' 
Asssociation for a twelve-month period from 1st January. Members receive four editions of the 
Asia Education Teachers' Journal annually. Each journal includes Primary and Secondary 
worksheet/activity sheets for direct use in the classroom, topical and historical segments pertaining 
to varying regions of Asia, and background information on aspects of culture and society including 
festivals and religious practices. Additional resources available for purchase in 2003 will be a 
special issue on Buddhism and a Bumper Issue celebrating 30 years of AETA. Membership for 
individuals or institutions is $58 per calendar year. 

Carefully complete the following details to ensure you receive your journal. 

Title ____ First Name _________ Surname _________ _ 

Department/Faculty (if applicable) _________________ _ 

School/Organisation (if applicable) __________________ _ 

Address 

Suburb ____________ _ State ___ _ Postcode ___ _ 

Country _____________________________ _ 

Telephone: ISD/STD code ( ______ ) 

Fax: ----------------------------
Em ail address ___________________________ _ 

Signature _______________ _ Date __________ _ 

The Asia Education Teachers' Association continues to be a non-profit 
organisation run by volunteers - and we value your support. 

Postal address:. The Asia Education Teachers' Association (Australia) Inc. 
GPO Box 2393, Sydney NSW 2001 

Payment by: Cash O Cheque (made 0111 to AETA) 0 
Charge to: Master card O Visa O Expiry date: 

Credit card 0 
___ / __ _ 

Card number: I__J__J__J__JI '-I _,___,___,___JII '-_,__,__,___JI I~~~~ 
Name as it appears on the card (Please PRINT): 

Amount $ _____ _ 

Signature ________________ _ Date __________ _ 

Entered into database ___________ _ 



ASIA NEWS 
Group has roots in islands 
that refused colonial rule 
ISLAM spread to the islands of the 
southern Philippines in the 12th and 
13th centuries. The Muslims of the 
region, dubbed ·moros' by the 
Europeans and centred in the large 
island of Mindanao. never accepted 
Spanish or US colonial rule. 

Fighting-usually resulting in heavy 
losses for both sides-between the US 
and Mindanao Muslims dates back to 
the early 20th century after the US took 
control of the Philippines during the 

planes: seven Blackhawk and Chinook 
helicopters, as well as eight UH-lH 
(Huey) helicopters with night-flying 
capabilities; 30 000 M-16 rifles and a 
couple of dozen sets of night-vision 
goggles. Some of this equipment will 
be given to the Philippines as aid after 
the exercise. 

Both the MILF and the MNLF, 
who are ostensibly in peace talks or 
agreements with Manila, and who have 
thousands of members, have active 
camps on Basilan and could be drawn 
into a broader conflict. 

Spanish-American war. .------------------, 
The modern Muslim indepen

dence movement began in the 
early 1970s with the formation of 
the Moro National Liberation 
Front, from which the splinter 
group the Moro Islamic Libera
tion Front was formed. 

The Abu Sayyaf was founded 
in 1991 by a Filipino mujahideen 
veteran. Abdurajak Abubakar 
Janjalani, who thought the MNLF 
and the MILF were not radical 
enough. 

Janjalani was killed in a battle 
in 1998, and since then Abu Say
yaf ha.s largely been considered a 
ragtag band of kidnappers. extor
tionists and thugs motivated by 
greed instead of ideology. 

Its stronghold has been and remains 
the island groups of Sulu and Basilan 
in the southern Philippines. There are 
three or four factions on Basilan, 
numbering between 80 and 100 rebels. 

American hostages Martin and 
Gracias Burnham are being held on 
Basilan and were last sighted. by a 
government informer. on 18 December. 
Another four factions on the island 
group of Sulu are holding no hostages 
and are quiet at the moment. 

The US contingent is 660-strong, of 
which 160 are Special Forces troops. 
·1,vo US Special forces soldiers will 
accompany each Philippines army 
company on Ba.,ilan. The remaining 
US troops will provide logistical 
support from Zamboanga City, 
Mindanao and Mactan base. on Cebu 
island. 

The I 60 Special Forces troops will 
carry weapons and live ammunition 
and are allowed to return fire if fired 
upon. They will use: three C-130 cargo 

Kimina Lyall, T71e Ausrm/ia11 

Good neighbours watch 
their language 
The drop in enrolments in Asian subjects is akin 
to the loss of a national resource, writes 
!WllSII !ICDONALD, Sydney M111ning Herald 
For three days this week, it was a form 
of academic heaven on the Hobart 
waterfront as Australia's Asianists held 
their biannual conference, a talkfest in 
which professors and research scholars 
illuminate each other with an eclectic 
range of their latest work. 

Media Politics and the Reified 
Nation: Japanese Culture and Politics 
under Global Capitalism. Inland 
fishers and the management of 
common property resources: the case 
of the Hindu Kaibart ta of Bangladesh. 

Some were indeed jargon-filled 
clunkers. Emerging from one 
especially impenetrable paper, a senior 
protessor said: 'I hope that doesn't get 
put before the public as an example of 

what we do.' 'Mostly, a lay observer 
would have found topics relevant to 
current Australian interests, ranging 
from the politics, history and literature 
of Asian countries to eclectic glimpses 
of underground cultures like Internet 
'men's groups' in Japan or rebel street 
musicians in Java. 

But the professor's remark revealed 
an edge to this year's conference. The 
300 assembled Asianists looked at each 
other and saw a greying profession. At 
tea-breaks, the talk was of 
redundancies, student enrolments 
collapsing, departments disappearing, 
and colleagues who have retired or 
gone off to posts in Singapore, Leiden 
or Stanford and not been replaced. 

As a report tabled by their 
professional group, the Asian Studies 
Association of Australia, made clear 
this week, the study of Asia in 
Australia's universities faces a 'crisis of 
renewal'. An expertise consciously 
fostered as a strategic resource since 
World War II is being dispersed. 

Chinese language study is strong
thanks to overseas students brushing up 
their Mandarin-and Japanese has 
considerable momentum. But 
Indonesian is in rapid decline, and 
Hindi, Thai and other regional 
languages could disappear from 
curriculums within five years. 

Why is this happening, and does it 
matter? The academics point to a 
clemand-lecl cycle of reduced student 
enrolments leading to hard-pressed 
faculty cleans cutting back on staffing 
and resources, to the point where 
specialist departments disappear. 

Why are students shunning Asian 
languages and subjects? The pay-off 
from an Asian studies degree is 
obviously not clear to school-leavers, 
even though, as Curtin University's 
Professor David Hill points out, 
graduates with Asian languages and 
specialities are being snapped up. 

There are also discouraging signals 
from our leaders. The Howard 
Government still clearly sees electoral 
benefit from its denigration of Paul 
Keating's ·excessive' love affair with 
Asia. The Asian economic model 
collapsed in 1997. Globalisation took 
over from regional identity, with 
Microsoft English as the lingua franca. 
Even the Department of Foreign 
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Affairs and Trade is debating whether 
it needs its own linguists. 

If this is the case. we are letting a 
crucial national resource slip away for 
ephemeral reasons. Keating may have 
gone overboard at times, but the 
engagement with Asia has been upheld 
by every government since 1945. 

We would be unwise to declare an 
end to history at this point. The arrival 
of 'globalisation' is usually followed by 
a resurgence of the vernacular, which 
rapidly gains the biggest audiences in 
the new channels of communication. 
Rupert Murdoch painfully discovered 
this with his efforts to make profits 
from Asia-wide satellite television. It's 
happening with the Internet. Asia 
wants IT specialists from here-as long 
as they can help put up Web sites in 
Mandarin, Hindi, Malay, Korean or 
Japanese. 

Nor are the opportunities 
disappearing in East Asia, even if the 
era of spectacular export-led growth is 
ending. The region's populations are 
now turning to enrich their own lives: 
it's never been a better time for 
Australia's architects, financiers, and 
other consultants around the region. 

The Asian Studies Association has 
proposed a modest progran1 of renewal 
costing $3-8 million a year. It 
recognises it has to make its work more 
accessible and acknowledge that 
universities in the same city should try 
to avoid duplicating resources. They 
even debate whether Asian studies 
should merge into general faculties. as 
long as the expertise is maintained. 

But clearly this is not enough. We 
need a lot more top-level 'mission 
statements', like the speech the new 
defence force chief. General Peter 
Cosgrove, gave in September 2000 after 
leading the East Timor intervention. 
All of the regional contingents to the 
East Timor force-from the Philippines, 
Thailand, Singapore, South Korea and 
Malaysia-were accompanied by 
Australian Army officers who spoke 
their languages, knew their cultures ru1d 
knew key officers in their armed forces. 

'Good neighbours learn to speak 
each other's languages', Cosgrove said. 
'Good neighbours learn to respect each 
other's religious and cultural beliefs. 
Good neighbours learn to allow for 
differences and to be inclusive. Good 
neighbours spend time with each other. 

Syd11ey Momi11g Hemld, 4 July 2002 

Globalisation and the 
Asia-Pacific Region 
Hyung Gu Lynn 
Whether it is the rapid proliferation of 
Starbucks in Tokyo, changing realities 
of the real-estate market in Greater 
Vancouver, the recent boom in Korean 
popular music and TV dramas in 
Taipei, or the widespread employment 
of Philipino maids in Hong Kong, the 
fabric of everyday life in many cities in 
the Asia Pacific region are comprised 
of increasingly transnational elements. 
Intensification of foreign direct invest
ment, trade, cross-national corporate 
alliances and mergers, cultural ex
changes. and university tie-ups have 
fortified worldwide links between 
people, organisations, regions, and 
governments of various nation-states. 
Terms such as 'global economy', 
·cultural diversity', and ·global environ
ment' (and even ·emics' and 'etics') 
have wended their way into the lexicons 
of major business schools, while at the 
same time a constellation of demonstra
tions and discontent have been stuffed 
into the category of 'the anti-global
isation movement'. 

Observing these trends and changes 
is an easy enough task, requiring little 
more than a walk along any major 
commercial street in any major city, or 
a casual perusal of university course 
catalogues. How one analyses and 
understands the changes associated 
with 'globalisation' is ru1other issue, one 
that presents a considerably more 
complex intellectual problem. Does 
'globalisation' writ-large promote 
greater understanding of cultural 
similarities and differences, or does it 
merely diffuse a wider array of simplis
tic and essentialist stereotypes? Does 
globalisation propagate exploitation 
and income disparity, or does it offer 
the individual freedom of choice and 
convenience of standardisation? Do 
these shifts bring the world closer to
gether. consuming the same hambur
gers in a new global community, or is 
this a homogenising cultural imperial
ism, obliterating local cultures in 
McWorlrl synchronicity? How does the 
nexus of global and local inform 
individual and collective identities ru1d 
cultures? These are some of the ques
tions that prompted the establishment 

of a reading course on 'Culture and 
International Relations' (JAR 515K) 
for the MAPPS program. Located in 
Vancouver, frequently hailed as the 
paragon of the new Global City, these 
questions are particularly relevant for 
UBC and its constituents, both in terms 
of everyday praxis (i.e. navigating the 
bricolage of sushi restaurants, Cana
dian chain stores, and outposts of 
Seattle coffee empires), and as a set of 
intellectual and research issues. 

In any attempt to build some 
answers to these and other questions 
regarding globalisation and its effects 
in the Asia Pacific region, one can 
point to at least four conceptual corner
stones. First, the historical context 
behind globalisation needs to be kept 
in mind. While there are some obvious 
discontinuities as well as continuities, 
European expansion, modern colonial
ism, modernisation, and globalisation 
constitute different media for the 
intensification of global ties. For 
example, certain clothing practices for 
men in East Asia (such as wearing ties 
in suffocatingly humid midsummer 
heat) were initially introduced via 
European expansionism and colonial
ism. The use of modern statistical 
methods to measure economic output 
is yet another example of a 'global' 
stru1dard originally propagated through 
the practices of colonial administra
tions in Asia. This is not to suggest that 
the process of Globalisation can be 
explained solely by tracing European 
history, or that there is a universal 
teleology that history must inevitably 
follow, but to point out that the 
decoupling of cultural experience from 
particular geographic locales is not an 
unprecedented phenomenon. What is 
unprecedented is the speed, scale, and 
scope of these changes. 

Second, it is important to examine 
the underlying assumptions and 
operating definitions undergirding 
much of the debate. The ways concepts 
such as 'culture' or 'global' or 'local' 
are defined often affect the analytical 
approach taken. For exan1ple, 'culture' 
is a frequently contested term. Many 
disciplines such as anthropology, 
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having devoted considerable efforts to 
grappling with the concept, consider it 
a central analytical issue. Conversely, 
some approaches in other disciplines 
might exclude it from analysis, feeling 
that 'culture' is too vague a black box 
to constitute a meaningful independent 
variable. If one takes the former view, 
cultural industries and exchanges are 
central to any understanding of any 
economic, political, social, and techno
logical change. If one adheres to the 
latter approach, then it makes sense to 
distinguish between 'globalisation', 
confined to economic activities, and 
'internationalisation', applied to 
'cultural' interactions. 

Further, some discussions of 
globalisation invoke Manichean 
contrasts between an idealised 'local' or 
'traditional' culture and a menacing 
·global' or 'modern' culture. If one 
associates 'local' with sites of national 
purity and resistance to global capital
ism. 'local' culture should presumably 
be maintained. If one defines 'local' 
culture as reactionary and parochial. 
then one would presumably wish that 
·global' culture e11/igh1e11s 'local' 
culture. Further complicating the issue 
is the fact that there are increasingly 
fewer pockets of isolated, undiluted 
fonts of local identity left. at least in 
urban centres. For example. some 
commentators in Korea assert that 
McDonald's is undermining traditional 
Korean culinary culture. and promo
ting obesity in young Korean children. 
However. the employees and managers 

Take it easy, China 
tells angry workers 
Lay-offs and low wages are making China look 
even less like a workers' paradise, writes 
LYNNE O'DONNELL in Beijing for The Austmlian 

Chinese workers have returned to work 
after an unprecedented week off to 
celebrate May Day as the government 
resorted to tactics reminiscent of for
mer Soviet Bloc countries in an effort 
to ease the pressure of an increasingly 
restive workforce. 

Communist authorities lengthened 
the traditional 1 May Labour Day holi
day to seven days, while state-controlled 
media exhorted the masses to relax by 
shopping or taking package holidays to 
popular tourist spots. 

Public transport across the country 
was crammed as newspapers carried 

of McDonald's in Korea are Korean, 
as are its customers (i.e. local identity 
may already be composed in part of an 
absorption of 'foreign' practices). For 
better or for worse, the reality is that 
essentialising visions of good 'local' and 
'traditional' cultures elide the fact that 
culture (at the global, national, 
regional, local, or individual level) 
changes over time, and are often retro
actively reconstituted to serve political 
interests of a particular time and insti
tution. Also, some observers equate 
'globalisation' with 'Americanisation', 
a semantic manoeuvre that generates 
questions that invariably gravitate 
around America and anti-American
ism. Given the controversy in Korea 
over the easing of import restrictions 
on .Japanese cultural products, a 
broader yet more nuanced definition of 
the 'global' that accounts for the reality 
that power inequalities and global 
capitalism do not emanate exclusively 
from America, would seem to provide 
a more useful basis for discussion. 

Third, globalisation, like its histori
cal predecessors, is a complex process 
that cannot be merely celebrated or 
demonised. While some conceptual 
constructs may in fact apply across 
many cultures and subcultures, clearly, 
monocausal, reductionist, and univers
alist approaches are not sufficient to 
explain the rapid shifts in the global 
landscape. Informed sampling of 
works on reception and entropy from 
media/communications studies, emics 
and etics from cultural materialism in 

reports of train conductors charging up 
to $ IOO for a seat in the dining carriage 
and scalpers tripling ticket prices. 

Officials said they hoped for a 
consumption boost to lift prices out of 
the debilitating deflation that has been 
a symptom of slack demand for more 
than two years. 

The truth behind the extended break 
is unlikely to be the Government's de
sire to reward the country's 300 million 
urban workers with a well-earned rest. 
It lies in the explosion of unrest an1ong 
the millions of disaffected Chinese 
whose prospects for earning a living 
wage are diminishing by the day. Fed
up with not being paid by bankrupt 
employers. and fearful of being laid off, 
the Chinese proletariat is increasingly 
taking to the streets to challenge the 
leadership for a better deal. 

anthropology (and discussions of the 
attendant criticisms), finding parallels 
between the debates concerning the 
relative power and autonomy of local 
and global cultures, and discussions of 
consumer-producer relations are some 
of the possible sources for generating 
more sophisticated analyses of global
isation. 

Fourth, the pros and cons of theo
retical and empirical approaches and 
their interrelations should be taken into 
account. For example, the plethora of 
'globalisation theories', while admit
tedly marked by a heavy reliance on 
anecdotal evidence, analytical vague
ness, and few clear answers, has helped 
generate interesting questions. As the 
key questions remain the whats, whos, 
whys and hows of specific sites of 
globalisation, theoretically informed 
approaches wedded to thorough em
pirical research and local knowledge 
should provide more concretely 
grounded conclusions that at the same 
time provide alternatives to the 
simplistic travelogue epistemology of 
'been there, seen that' in exploring the 
relevant issues. Ultimately, rather than 
provide definitive answers, an aware
ness of the potential and limits of all 
approaches may help replace naive 
certitude with thoughtful uncertainty in 
the attempt to understand the impact 
of globalisation in our increasingly 
peripatetic lives. 

As;a Pacific Report, Spring 2002, p. 2 

~ 

Official figures show that discon
tent among the workforce is soaring, as 
the number of strikes recorded last year 
grew to more than 120 000-a 14-fold 
increase in just five years. The figures 
highlight a major problem facing the 
ruling Communist Party-how to main
tain social stability while grappling with 
the changes necessary to reform the 
economy from a centralised economy 
to a market-oriented system. 

The extent of worker protest is 
largely kept under wraps but experts say 
that most of the protests are isolated. 

Independent labour unions are 
banned and the right to strike was 
struck from the Chinese constitution 
almost 20 years ago. Most of the unrest 
is centred on state-run enterprises, 
which until recently formed the back
bone of the economy but are now 

VOLUME 30 NUMBER 4 NOVEMBER 2002 3 



largely bankrupt and laying off workers 
to stem massive losses. 

It is the manner in which these 
problems are dealt with that often 
sparks demonstrations and riots such 
as those in February in the mining town 
ofYangjiazhanzi, 200 km north-east of 
Beijing, when 20 000 miners battled 
soldiers. The miners burned cars and 
attacked buildings as they protested 
against what they believed was the 
unfair and corrupt handling of the 
closure of the molybdenum mine that 
had been the town's chief employer. 

More and more state-run firms, 
which are concentrated in heavy 
industry and primary production, are 
expected to slip into bankruptcy as 
banks call in long-overdue loans, 
consumer spending remains weak, and 
corrupt Communist Party members 
walk away with millions of dollars in 
state assets. 

Many analysts believe that among 
the leadership's chief fears is that a 
workers' rights movement could emerge 
from the spread of isolated protests. 

But collective disputes remain rare, 
and as long as the authorities are 
determined to ensure that workers do 
not write, scattered strikes pose no 
serious political threat. 

Trains brightened up in 
an effort to stem suicides 
by Michael Millett,Sydney Morning Herald 
correspondent in Tokyo 

J apan's railway companies are 
resorting to novel measures in

cluding the use of bold lighting, 
brighter colours, and mirrors in a 
desperate bid to counter the growing 
number of train suicides. 

The East Japan Railway Company 
(JR East) has disclosed that it will 
install large mirrors on platforms at 
some of its bigger stations. 

It is already experimenting with 
brightly coloured train crossings on the 
rationale that people are less likely to 
throw themselves in front of a moving 
train if confronted with a 'cheerful' 
passageway. 

The mirror is also a psychological 
ploy. Experts have apparently advised 
the company that brooding commuters 
are more likely to abandon suicidal 
thoughts if they feel that someone is 
watching them. 

Other measures include brighter 
lighting at underground stations, and 
sensors to warn people if they step too 
close to the edge of platforms. 

The moves have been made 
necessary by the grim determination of 
disillusioned Japanese commuters to 
use the train system as a way of termin
ating their lives. Psychologists are still 
debating why so many Japanese choose 
such a grisly manner of death. 

Theories range from simple con
venience-the train system is the main 
method of transportation for most 
Japanese - to a belief the victim is 
getting back at a perfect manifestation 
of the Japanese 'system'. 

Conventional strategies - such as 
deploying more station guards and 
lighting dark station corners - have 
proved ineffective. Last December the 
company even set up a trial hotline for 
people in distress, hoping to dissuade 
people before they got to the station 
steps. But still the suicides keep coming 
- a legacy of Ja pan's enduring econo
mic problems and its fraying social 
system. 

Japan recorded its highest number 
of suicides in 1998: 32 863, or an 
average of 90 a day. While figures for 
last year have not been released, they 
are expected to rival the 1998 high. 

The Health and Welfare Ministry 
recorded 837 suicides in 1998 under the 
category of 'jumping towards a moving 
object', although it is not clear how 
many of those were train suicides. 

JR East, which operates in and 
around the Tokyo area, recorded 212 
suicides on its lines last year. Ten per 
cent were on the Chuo line that snakes 
through Tokyo's western suburbs, 
acting as the main feeder line for 
millions of commuters each day. 

Chuo is regarded as the nation's 
most notorious ·suicide line' because of 
the high number of deaths and the 
massive scheduling delays that follow. 

The first two stations to receive the 
1-5-metre-high mirrors are Shinjuku 
and Ogikubo. the main access points 
for Chou line riders. 

Other train companies are watching 
the JR East experiments closely, anrt i 

the company itself admits it is unsure 
how effective they will be. 

·Because we don't have any bright 
ideas ourselves, we thought we might 
as well try alternative plans', a company 
official was quoted as saying. 
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Child marriages in 
Madhya Pradesh 
BHOPAL (UNI): Child marriage is 
widely prevalent in Madhya Pradesh 
where 15-4% of the girls, most of them 
from rural areas, get married between 
the age of 10 and 14, according to the 
Human Development Report, !'9!Hl, 
released in New Delhi. 

According to the report, 16-6% of 
rural girls and 11 % of urban girls in the 
10-14 age group in the country's big
gest state married last year, The Malwa 
region of the state, particularly the belt 
bordering Rajasthan, registered the 
highest incidence of child marriage. 

In Shajapur district in Malwa 31-6% 
of girls tied the nuptial knot. Rajgarh 
district was a close second with 29-1 %. 
They were followed by Ujjain (22-9%), 
Ratlan1 (22-3%), and Dewas (19-4%). 

Child marriage is also common in 
the comparatively backward Bundel
khand and Vindhya regions. In Tikan1-
gar h and Chhatarpur districts in 
Bundelkhand, the figures were 24% and 
21-3% respectively, while in Rewa 
district in the Vindhya region, 24-7% 
girls in this age group were married. 

INDONfSIAN SAYING 
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S][NGAPOJRJE 
Pauline Hufschmid 
Singapore has been my home now for Labour Day and National Day. 
nearly nine months. The omnipresent Singapore govern-

It is the smallest nation in Asia and ment takes harmony between the 
yet it is an interesting one to introduce different ethnic groups very seriously 
students to. It is small enough for and Racial Harmony Day (and assoc
students to navigate around and yet its iated education campaigns) is one 
lessons can be big ones. I encourage strategy used to promote dialogue and 
you to get your students to compare understanding between various groups. 
their Big Island with the Small Island I have included some articles looking 
and as always to look for the similarities at this contemporary issue, which has 
as well as the differences. had greater press since the 11 Septem-

My own students in Singapore have ber tragedy of 2001. 
been looking at the region and although My first visit to Singapore was thirty 
we have looked at the vast differences years ago and in that time the people 
in landscape and climate in Asia by of Singapore have changed socially and 
looking at nations as diverse as Bhutan economically along with the city's 
and Thailand and as huge and varied skyline. Some Singaporeans feel keenly 
within as China and India - we have the rapid change and many articles 
·come home' to Singapore to look at abound in newspapers looking to 
Cultural Diversity. define Singaporeans' 'new identity'. 

The global marketplace is so Student Henry Haliman's article on 
evident in Singapore from the huge urban renewal and the preservation of 
billboards and stores promoting global old shophouses at Boat Quay demon
brands along Orchard Road (Singa- strates how the topic of 'Heritage and 
pore's main shopping 'drag') to the Conservation' has become a contem
busy cranes moving containers down at porary issue in Singapore. And Julie 
what is reputedly the busiest port in the O'Keeffe's wonderful contribution 
world-servicing the export shipping looks at symbols and identity in 
trade of goods bound in cargo ships Singapore. 

littering. Some residents do feel that 
the Government is ubiquitous and wish 
for less controls over their lives-but 
many more see the benefits that strict 
social control has brought-in the form 
of low crime rates, high levels of 
personal safety and improved economic 
conditions. 

And yet with all of its rules, 
Singapore is far from being the sterile 
city that tourists who don't venture past 
Orchard Road experience. It is rich 
and vibrant and varied-in durian 
season it is even pungent! 

For students a study of this City 
State may well address stereotypical 
views of Asia. It is a modern 
metropolis yet rich, culturally diverse 
traditions continue because of their 
continued value and relevance in the 
modern age-and not despite it. 

I hope you and your students enjoy 
learning about the Small Isle and some 
of the contemporary issues associated 
with it. 

OVERVIEW: 
The Big Island and 
The Srnall Island 

around the globe ... and yet in this On the whole, the thing about 
cosmopolitan city small fires have been Singapore, as many visitors observe, is 
burning along roadsides at night as that it works-from its super-efficient 
many Chinese families burn paper airport to the land reclamation The following two worksheets present 

students with the opportunity of money notes as offerings to the schemes, to its dengue fever and 
deceased as part of the Hungry Ghost malaria eradication programs, to its comparing Singapore 3nd AuS!ralia, 
Festival this month. Garden City beautification or its public O Students could be asked to find 

This is 'typical' of some of the transport (imagine- all buses and the similarities and differences 
wonderful 'contradictions' that can be trains are air-conditioned and many between the two. 
observed in this city state. have TVs on board). 0 Students could be asked to find 

My article on Singapore Cultural Singapore is also known as the fine the aspects of each which could 
Dos and Don'ts warns the business- city and there are T-shirts sold listing be potentially strengths or 
person travelling to the region to not the 'no nos' -from not spitting to not weaknesses needing attention by 
presume things are the same as home flushing, to not chewing gum and not respective governments. 
simply because of the ,..------------------~ 

0 Comparisons could 
preponderance of modern also be made with the 
dress and modern archi~ 

'indicators of welltecture. 
Singapore's public holi- being'. 

days are a celebration of the O Students could be 
·multiracial society' that asked to identify what 
Singapore is, with Chinese they consider would be 
New Year, Hari Raya Hqji, the advantages/ 
Good Friday, Vesak Day, disadvantages of living 
Deepava/i, Hari Raya Pua,,·a on each of the islands. 
and Christmas Day all being 
gazetted holidays along with 
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I OVERVIEW: The Big Island & The Small Island I 

AUSTRALIA 
Background 
Australia became a commonwealth of the British Empire 
in 1901. It was able to take advantage of its natural 
resources to rapidly develop its agricultural and manufac
turing industries and to make a major contribution to the 
British effort in World Wars I and II. 

Long-term concerns include pollution, particularly 
depletion of the ozone layer, and management and 
conservation of coastal areas, especially the Great Barrier 
Reef. A referendum to change Australia's status from a 
commonwealth headed by the British monarch to an 
independent republic was defeated in 1999. 

GEOGRAPHY 
Location: Oceania, continent between the Indian 
Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean. 

Geographic coordinates: 27 00 S, 133 00 E 

Area: Tbral - 6 686 850 sq km 
Land - 7 617 930 sq km 
Water - 68 920 sq km, which includes Lord 

Howe Island and Macquarie Island. 

Land boundaries: 0 km 

Coastline: 25 760 km 

Climate: Generally arid to semi-arid; temperate in 
south and east; tropical in north. 

Terrain: Mostly low plateau with deserts; fertile plain 
in south-east. 

Elevation extremes: 
Lowest point - Lake Eyre (15 m) 
Highest point - Mount Kosciuszko (2229 m) 

Natural resources: Bauxite, coal, iron ore, copper, tin, 
silver, uranium, nickel, tungsten, mineral sands, lead, 
zinc, diamonds, natural gas, petroleum. 

Land use: Arable land - 6%; permanent crops - 0%; 
permanent pastures - 54%. Forest and woodland - 19%. 
Other - 21 %. (1993 est.) 

Irrigated land: 21 070 sq km ( 1993 est.) 

Current environmental issues: 

PEOPLE (2001 est.) 
Population: 19 357 594 (July 2001 est.) 

Population growth rate: 0-99% 

Birth rate: 12-86 births/1000 population 

Death rate: 7-18 deaths/1000 population 

Net migration rate: 4-19 migrant(s)/1000 population 

Infant mortality rate: 4-97 deaths/1000 live births 

Life expectancy at birth: Total population - 79-87 years 
Male - 77-02 years; female - 82-87 years 

Nationality: 11ou11: Australian; adiective: Australian(s) 

Ethnic groups: Caucasian 92%, Asian 7%, Aboriginal 
and other I% 

Religions: Anglican 26-1 %, Roman Catholic 26%, 
other Christians 24-3%, non-Christian II%. 

Languages: English, native languages 

Literacy: Definition - age 15 and over can read and 
write. Total population 100%; male 100%, female 100% 
( 1980 est.). 

GOVERNMENT 
Government type: Democratic, Federal-State system 
recognising the British monarch as sovereign. 

Capital: Canberra 

Independence: I January 1901 (Federation of UK 
colonies) 

Legal system: Based on English common law; accepts 
compulsory !CJ jurisdiction, with reservations. 

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal and compulsory 

ECONOMY 
Overview: Australia has a prosperous Western-style 
capitalist economy, with a per capita GDP at the level 
of the four dominant West European economies. 

Rich in natural resources, Australia is a major 
exporter of agricultural products, minerals metals, and 
fossil fuels. Commodities account for 57% of the value 
of total exports, so that a downturn in world commodity 
prices can have a big impact on the economy. The 

government is pushing 

0 Soil erosion from overgrazing, industrial 
development, urbanisation, and poor 
farming practices. 

As far as I'M cov,cev111ed, 
Australia i~ $"TILL an 
Anglo- Celtic countrs! 

JAPAN[lff(® #l!t-.4·+;-' ft, KOREAN 

for increased exports of 
manufactured goods, 
but competition in 
international markets 
continues to be severe. 0 Soil salinity rising due to the use of poor

quality water. 
0 Desertification. 
OC!earing for agricultural purposes 

threatens the natural habitat of many 
unique animal and plant species. 

OThe Great Barrier Reef off the north
eastern coast, the largest coral reef in the 
world, is threatened by increased shipping 
and its popularity as a tourist site. 

0 Limited natural fresh-water resources. 

71 ~~;/'11 j t 1 

l 911 ,-

6 ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS ,JOURNAL 

GDP (2000 est.): 
Purchasing power parity 
= $44 5-8 billion 

GDP per capita: 
Purchasing power parity 
= $23 200 



I OVERVIEW: The Big Island & The Small Island I 

SINGAPORE 
Background 
Founded as a British trading colony in 1819, Singapore 
joined Malaysia in 1963, but withdrew two years later and 
became independent. It subsequently became one of the 
world's most prosperous countries, with strong inter
national trading links (its port is one of the world's busiest) 
and with per capita GDP above that of the leading nations 
of Western Europe. 

GEOGRAPHY 
Location: South-East Asia, islands between Malaysia 
and Indonesia. 

Geographic coordinates: I 22 S, 103 48 E 

Area: Tbtal - 647-5 sq km 
Land - 637-5 sq km. water - 10 sq km. 

Land boundaries: 0 km 

Coastline: 193 km 

Climate: Tropical; hot. humid, rainy; two distinct 
monsoon seasons - north-eastern monsoon from 
December to March and south-western monsoon from 
.Tune to September. Inter monsoon brings frequent 
atiernoon and early evening thunderstorms. 

Terrain: Lowland; gently undulating central plateau 
contains water catchment area and nature preserve. 

Elevation extremes: 
Lowest point - Singapore Strait (0 m) 
Highest point - Bukit Timah (166 m) 

Natural resources: Fish, deepwater ports 

Land use: Arable Janel - 2%; permanent crops - 6%; 
permanent pastures - 0%. Forest ancl woodland - 5%. 
Other - 87%. ( 1993 est.) 

Irrigated land: none 

Current environmental issues: 
0 Industrial pollution 
0 Limited natural fresh-water resources 
0 Limited land availability presents waste-disposal 

problems. 
0 Seasonal smoke/haze resulting from forest fires in 

Indonesia. 

PEOPLE (2001 est.) 
Population: 4 300 419 (July 2001 est.) 

Population growth rate: 3-5% 

Birth rate: 12-8 births/!000 population 

Death rate: 4-24 deaths/!000 population 

Net migration rate: 26-45 migrant(s)/1000 population 

Infant mortality rate: 3-62 cleaths/!000 live births 

Life expectancy at birth: Total population - 80-17 years 
Male - 77-22 years; female - 83-35 years 

Nationality: noun: Singapore; adjective: Singaporean(s) 

Ethnic groups: Chinese 76-7%, Malay 14%, Indian 7-9%, 
other 1-4% 

Religions: Buddhist (Chinese), Muslim (Malays), 
Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Taoist, Confucianist 

Languages: Chinese (official), Malay (official and 
national), Tamil (official), English (official) 

Literacy: Definition - age 15 and over can read and 
write. Total population 93-5%; male 97%, female 89-8% 
(1999). 

GOVERNMENT 
Government type: Parliamentary Republic 

Capital: Singapore 

Independence: 9 August 1965 (from Malaysia) 

Legal system: Based on English common law; has not 
accepted compulsory !CJ jurisdiction. 

Suffrage: 21 years of age; universal and compulsory 

ECONOMY 
Overview: Singapore is blessed with a highly developed 
and successful free-market economy, a remarkably open 
and corruption-free business environment, stable prices, 
and the fifth-highest per capita GDP in the world. 
Exports, particularly in electronics and chemicals, and 
services are the main drivers of the economy. 

The government promotes high levels of savings and 
investment through a mandatory savings scheme and 
spends heavily in education and technology. 

As Singapore looks to a future increasingly marked 
by globalisation, the country is positioning itself as the 
region's financial and high-tech hub. 

GDP (2000 est.): Purchasing power parity= $109-8 billion 

GDP per capita: Purchasing power parity= $26 500 
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T he Singapore government is 
proactive in promoting ·racial 
harmony' amongst the various 

groups in Singapore. 
Elsewhere I have included some 

·advice for Australian business people 
wanting to do business in Singapore'. 
The following article 'Racial ties a mat
ter of course' highlights that misinter
pretation due to cultural differences 
can occur within Singapore, and in fact 
within any multicultural nation-not 
just across nations. 

Earlier this year the celebration of 
Racial Harmony Day was seen as parti
cularly important in light of some nega-

tive attitudes felt by Islamic Singapor
eans post 11 September 2001. 

Currently the debate over whether 
Muslim Singaporean girls should be 
allowed to wear the 111di11g (headscarf) 
to school continues. The Education 
Ministry was quoted in Tlze Strair., 
Times (2 February) as stating that '[the 
common school uniform] serves to 
remind every student of the ties that 
bind us in a common destiny' and that 
'Our young are reminded daily that 
school is where they interact with other 
Singaporeans regardless of race, relig
ion or social status, even as diversity 
abounds in Singapore.' Others argue 

that getting Singaporean children 
accustomed to diversity in dress, looks 
and cultural practices should start in 
school with modifications of uniforms 
allowed. 

The next article 'A true Muslim can 
be a loyal S'porean too', in the form of 
a hypothetical 'coffee-shop dialogue', is 
also interesting and would make a good 
discussion starter for teachers wanting 
to visit the same issue in their class
rooms. It could be acted out as a role 
play, and could be a good way to 
introduce a research assignment on 
dispelling myths about Islam. 

Pauline Hufsclzmid 

Racial ties a matter of COURSE 
Another step towarcls understancling is being taken with a course to teach 
community leaclers about other cultures. 

Sue-Ann Chia 
First, inter-racial confidence circles 
forged closer bonds among communi
ties. Next came educational tours to 
places of worship. 

Now there is a certificate course. 
Partners in Harmony, to teach com
munity leaders about the customs and 
cultures of the different races. 

The National Community Leader
ship Institute (Nacli) launched the new 
course yesterday together with a book 
Singapore R(Hak that answers common 
questions on religions and custom:,;. 

In the first four-day course, taken 
over two weekends, thirty community 
leaders will attend talks by academics 
on various ethnic customs and by 
Internal Security Department (ISD) 
officers on the problems and prospects 
in fostering racial harmony. 

The ISD talk, said Dr Yaacob 
Ibrahim, Acting Minister for Commu
nity Development and Sports and 

Q. Does an Indian woman apply 
a pottu (dot 011 1/,e forel,ead) 
only when she is rnarried? 

A. No. A single won-um ca11 

apply a pottu, but she usually 
uses a black. one to .,ymbolise her 
marital swtue. Married women 
wear a red pottu. 

It is 110111 ,nore fashionable Ji>r 
Indian women to use a coloured 
pottu To match their clothes. 

Minister in charge of Muslim Affairs. 
will help dispel the •fear of each other. 
and develop a sense of appreciation 
that if you go off on a tangent, things 
can happen.' 

But will Singaporeans see this as 
another government-led social engin
eering campaign? Dr Yaacob says it 
is rather a ·subtle nudge' to encourage 
ethnic interaction. 'We are a nation in 
a hurry but racial harmony cannot be 
forced, it has to be evolved.' 

The Government was just creating 
'the necessary conditions for racial 
harmony'. he said after the launch at 
Nacli Downtown in Queen Street. This 
is crucial because if different cultures 
lack a proper platform, people do not 
realise what they don't know. 

Singaporeans must also keep up 
with the times, he said. as ·even cultural 
practices of various communities are 
changing. 1 

from the book Sh1gapore Rojak 
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Dr Yaacob said it was not 'a top
down Government effort'. There was 
no fixed formula for people to get to 
know one another. The book and the 
course just complemented the process, 
he said. 

Those who take the course are 
expected to become an1bassadors for 
racial harmony. 

The course will be run twelve times 
until March next year, and about five 
hundred community leaders are expec
ted to take it. 

Mr Ng Hock Huat, 45, the director 
of a building and property company 
and a member of the Yuhua Citizens' 
Consultative Committee, is one of the 
thirty pioneering course participants. 
'I only have a surface knowledge of the 
various cultures', he said, 'so I am keen 
to go into the details.' 

Consider ... 
0 What misconceptions 

exist about the cultural 
practices of various 
groups in Australia? 

0 Is it correct that 'racial 
harmony cannot be 
forced, it has to be 
evolved'? 

Im 



A true Muslim can be a loyal S'porean too 
Is there a contmdiction between owing allegiance to the nation and the global Islamic community? 
Ayesha and Firdaus explain the issue to their friends Bee Yian, Frances, Nirmaht and Wen Xian in the 
conclusion of the series of ficti01wl coffee-shop conversatious. 

Asad Latif 
Nirmala: Muslims have been very 
much in the news lately. Did that make 
you defensive, Firdaus? 
Firdaus: Not defensive, but surprised, 
and even before the headlines went 
Muslim, ias it were. 
Frances: Surprised? 
Firdaus: Surprised at how little some 
Singaporeans know about Muslims and 
their faith. A friend told me about a 
man who had asked him why Muslims 
appeared to pray to the wall' 
Bee Yian: You must have been furious. 
Firdaus: Not at all. Ignorance, not 
malice, lay behind the question. So I 
explained that salm is the name of the 
obligatory prayers which are performed 
five times a day. 

A Muslim faces in the direction of 
Kaaba, a structure within the Sacred 
Mosque in the city of Mecca. 

Walls do not come between a Mus
lim and his Creator during prayers, 
which are a direct contact between the 
worshipper and God. with no earthly 
intermediaries. A prayer is practically 
an audience with God. 
Frances: And someone did not know 
that? I certainly did. Firdaus. how 
would you rate Singapore for religious 
tolerance'? 
Finlaus: What do you think. Ayesha? 
Ayesha: We are very tolerant, but toler
ance is not the same as acceptance. 

Tolerance merely respects differ
ence: For example, Frances. you are 
not like me, I respect that, and I allow 
you to be yourself so long as you do 
not step on my toes. I accommodate 
you, as you accommodate me. 

Acceptance is a bolder gesture. To 
accept another person is to reach out 
to them by looking for what is common 
between us. Our differences remain, 
but they are part of a larger unity. 
Wen Xiao: Is that unity possible. 
though, given that people belong to 
different religions, and have different 
heavens to enter and different hells to 
fear? 
Firdaus: There is no need to doubt the 
reality of afterlife to celebrate the reality 
of lite in this world. Here. we inhabit 
a single piece of land called Singapore. 

Bee Yian: But do we mix together 
sufficiently? Why do some Muslims 
have a problem eating at the same table 
as non-Muslims? 
Firdaus: I do not have a problem so 
long as my food is halal and the plates 
and cutlery are separate for Muslims 
and non-Muslims. I do not know why 
this has become an issue today. 
Nirmala: Is it because of the global 
Islamic revival, which has made Mus
lims more conscious of their religion? 
Ayesha: I have always been conscious 
of my religion, and I have no problem 
with eating at the same table as you. 
To me, the global revival has changed 
nothing. 
Wen Xiao: How will it change the atti
tudes of younger Singaporeans though? 
Will children mix less in school? 
Frances: That depends on parents, 
Wen Xian, does it not? 

Whether they are Muslims or not, 
children are children. They want to talk 
and play together. They learn to trust 
if they are told that it is safe to trust a 
child from another religion or race. 

But if parents teach them to look 
for difforences in others, that is what 
they will do, obscuring what they have 
in common. 
Ayesha: I am proud of the way in 
which principals and teachers in our 
schools try to bring children together. 
But they can do only so much if parents 
do not cooperate. 
Firdaus: Singaporeans have no control 
over what happens in the world outside. 
But we should not let events elsewhere 
overwhelm what we have achieved 
together over the past three decades. 
Wen Xiao: I agree entirely. I am 
Chinese. but I try not to relate to China 
as an ethnic Chinese, but as a Singa
porean. 
Nirmala: It is the same for me, an 
ethnic Indian. and India. But Firdaus. 
what about the argument that a true 
Muslim owes allegiance not to a nation 
but to the umma, the global Islamic 
community? 
Firdaus: To me. it is not an •either
or' choice. It is true that Islam binds 
me to other members oft he umma, but 

there is no contradiction between that 
allegiance and my loyalty to Singapore. 

Why should there be? What is it in 
being Singaporean that prevents me 
from being a Muslim? 
Frances: Then how would you explain 
the thinking of the Jemaah Islarniah 
group, which was prepared to sacrifice 
Singaporean lives and property? 
Firdaus: It was misguided. I can speak 
only for myself and people like me, not 
for Muslims like members of the group. 
Bee Yian: Enough questions for 
Firdaus and Ayesha. Frances, Nirmala 
and Wen Xian, what can you and I do 
to ensure that Firdaus and Ayesha 
never feel out of place in Singapore? 
Wen Xiao: I offer them my friendship, 
trust and my promise to stand by them 
if anyone dares to say that they are not 
one of us. 
Nim1ala: So do I. 
Frances: So do I, and I want to tell 
my friends what we have discussed. 
Bee Yian: I do, too. 
Firdaus: How about another round of 
teh tarik before we go off? 
Everybody: Great idea. 

The Straits Times, 21 April 2002 

Q. Can Muslims keep dogs as pets? 

A. No. In blam, dogs are considered 
unclean. Muslirns are required to 
keep their hornes clean so that they 
are able to pe1form their prayers. 

Q. J¥11y is wine served at some 
Eurasia,1 funerals? 

A. It is served at the funerals of 
unmarried people. Wine, and even a 
wedding cake, is served to celebrate 
their single status. 

Q. J¥/1y should we avoid giving a 
clock to a Chinese person? 

A In Mandarin, 'giving a clock' 
sounds like 'sending off the dead' 
(song zhong). Hence it is considered 
an .ill ornen Howeve1; some Chinese 
get around the superstition by asking 
the recipient for a token payment. 
T71is way the clock is no longer 
considered a gift in the strict sense. 

from Shlgapore Rojak 
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Singapore cultural dos and don'ts 
Pauline Hufschmid 
Wherever you travel or live, knowing 
some of the local customs can really 
help. By being mindful of what may 
offend, we show that we have been 
interested enough to find out. 

Here are just some aspects of social 
etiquette useful to know in Singapore. 
For the Australian business person 
travelling to do business in Singapore, 
intercultural communication know
ledge could well make the difference in 
the success of their trip. 

SOME TIPS 
(given 'Western style') 

0 Don't presume that because 
Singapore is so modern and that 
Western dress is mostly worn that 
it is therefore the same as 'home'. 
What is Western courtesy could 
have an opposite meaning in 
Singapore and the unwitting 
businessperson could offend. 

0 Be courteous and professional 
and respectful of position. 

0 Do not pat elders and seniors on 
the shoulder or be at all familiar 
with them. Business relations are 
based on honour and integrity. 
not jokes or backslapping. 

0 Never use personal names unless 
invited to do so, or until a 
friendship is well established. 
Be aware that employees may 
find it uncomfortable to use 
your first name if you are their 
superior. 

0 Take care to establish and 
maintain contacts as this patience 
is appreciated and is necessary to 
build working relationships in 
Singapore. 

0 Be aware that your firm 'Western 
handshake' may be misinterpreted 
as 'dominating' and that the soft 
handshake you are given does not 
equate to a lack of warm! h or 
sincerity. 

0 Instead of a two- or three-second 
firm handshake, you may be 
greeted with a gentle holding of 
your hands between two hands. 
This may continue for what is 
'too long' (12 seconds), but it is 
a gesture of warmth and respect. 

0 Present and receive business 
cards with two hands - give with 
your nan1e facing the receiver. 
When you receive a card look at 
it carefully, show interest, and 
note the position of the giver 
before putting it away. 
(The casual Australian approach 
of read it later and don't appear 
to be considering the giver's 
importance is a mismatch to the 
Singaporean practice.) 

0 Avoid asking questions on 
personal matters. 

0 Discussing emotions, relation
ships. feelings and so on may 
often make you appear less 
worthy and perhaps unreliable 
to do business with. 

O Be advised to avoid discussing the 
opposite sex in a casual manner 
or from telling sex-related jokes. 

0 When conducting business with 
the opposite sex keep the 
atmosphere and discussion 
professional. Never touch or hug 
a person of the opposite sex and 
be careful of body language or 
any familiarity. 

O Be advised that speaking about 
your own achievements may be 
interpreted as bragging and that 
Singaporeans are more likely to 
be modest and humble about 
their achievements. 

O Disagreements need to be care
fully managed and dealt with in 
an indirect manner. Criticism 
should never be public. Open 
and individual criticism may 
cause a loss of face. 

O Asking questions of superiors 
may imply a lack of clear 
explanation by the superior and 
in more hierarchical Asian 
cultures questioning is often seen 
as impolite. (This is another 
cultural mismatch, where clear 
questioning to clarify meaning is 
often a valued business practice 
in Australia.) 

0 To help avoid the need for 
questioning where you are the 
one communicating, be sure to 
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give clear instructions. Remain 
aware of this cultural difference 
and of the difficulty others may 
have in approaching you . . '. 

GIFT GIVING 
0 More expensive gifts should be 

for the group and not for 
individuals. They should 
normally be given at a formal 
presentation. 

0 Individual gifts should be small 
and it is better to give to all 
members of the group. Small 
token gifts of sweets or fruit are 
often preferred. 

0 Chinese give gifts in even 
numbers of sets of two: for 
example, two oranges, two 
packets of sweets. Indians on the 
other hand may prefer uneven 
numbers. It is always therefore 
good to get local advice if 
possible. 

0 Without care, an inappropriate 
gift could unwittingly be given. 
Again, the best advice is to ask 
first. This way you can avoid 
using a colour or symbol that is 
not auspicious. For example, red 
and gold are lucky colours, while 
white and some blues may be 
associated with death and 
mourning for some Singaporeans. 
Turtles and dogs can have 
unfortunate connotations, and 
clocks and flowers may also be 
inappropriate. 

0 Gifts are not usually opened in 
front of the giver- to do so is 
often considered bad manners. 

0 Finally, if giving a dinner party or 
hosting guests at a dinner, be 
aware of the food taboos of your 
guests. For example, some 
Hindus are vegetarian, and many 
Hindu and Buddhists do not eat 
beef. Muslims do not eat pork 
and some types of crab. 

The best advice is to investigate first. 
A useful book (300 pages), used as a 
reference here, is Culture Siwek Singa
pore: A Guide to Customs and Etiquette 
by .Jo Ann Meriwether Craig. 

~ 



SINGAPORE: More babies please 
The Singapore Government, like 
governments elsewhere, is concerned at 
falling fertility rates. This article refers 
to this as 'Singapore's national prob
lem' and outlines some of the 'have a 
baby' incentives provided by the 
government. 

In a letter to The Straits Times 
earlier this year the President of the 
Association of Women for Action and 
Research, Tisa Ng, reported on a 1986 
survey run by the Association in which 
respondees suggested birth rates could 
be boosted by looking at: 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

improving leave schemes 
working conditions 
child-care facilities 
educational systems 
financial incentives 
changing the attitude of employees, 
colleagues and women themselves. 

Half of the respondents felt that having 
children hurt their job prospects. More 
than fifteen years later she reports that 
these points were echoed by experts at 
the International Fertility Workshop. 
Tisa Ng called for the government to 
introduce parental leave so that either 

father or mother could utilise the leave 
-thus reducing the bias in employing 
women that occurs if only maternal 
leave is increased. 

In another article in The Straits 
Times, senior writer Ando Ho looked 
at fertility schemes in Quebec, and 
noted that two-thirds of governments 
worldwide in 2000 had some kind of 
fertility policy in place. He concluded 
that, based on the Quebec experience, 
'Financial incentives, where generous 
enough, obviously do impact on inti
mate family decisions.' (27 April 2002) 

More babies wanted as birthrate dives 
Despite incentfres, fertility rate hits a11 historic low as singlehood rate rises, prompting PM 
to co11sider new measures. 
Singapore's national problem: Not 
enough babies. Despite a slew of incen
tives for Singaporeans to go forth and 
procreate, the total fertility rate last 
year plunged to an historic low of 1-42 
per woman, way below the replacement 
rate of 2-1. This could mean that Singa
pore might not survive as a nation. 

The situation is so grave that it 
prompted the Prime Minister to 
mention it in his first speech to the new 
Parliament, after he spoke on bilateral 
relations with Malaysia and the threat 
of terrorism. A grim Mr Goh Chok 
Tong told ministers and MPs yesterday 
that the high number of single people 
has gone up since it was highlighted 
some years ago. 

The singlehood rate for men aged 
40 to 44 years rose from 11,6 per JOO 
in 1995 to 15 per 100 last year. For 
women in the same age group, the rate 
had increased from 12-5 per 100 to 14 
per 100. Most of the single men had 
education levels of secondary school 
and below. while graduate women 
continued to be the biggest 'singles' 
group across all age groups. 

The inability, or unwillingness, of 
Singaporeans to get hitched is a major 
contributing factor to the falling fertility 
problem, he said. 

Two years ago. the government 
introduced a package of measures to 
encourage married couples to have 
babies, such as cash incentives for 
having a second or third child, paid 
maternity leave for a third child and 
easier home ownership. 

Latest figures from the Ministry of 
Community Development and Sports 

Cash gifts, contributions and leave benefits (since 1 April 2001) 
0 About 16 000 babies have benefited from the Baby Bonus scheme. 
0 Some $11 million in cash gifts and the government's share of contributions into co

savings accounts have been disbursed. 
0 About 1700 employed and self-employed mothers got maternity-leave benefits, and 

about $9 million have been disbursed under the 1l1ird Child Paid Maternity Leave 
scheme. 

1l1ose who want to find out more can visit the website: http://www.babybonus.gov.sg 
or call 1800-253-7707 (baby bonus) or !800-253-7737 (maternity-leave scheme). 

showed that about 16 000 babies have 
benefited from the Baby Bonus Scheme 
since it started in April last year. About 
$11 million have been disbursed as cash 
gifts and the government's share in the 
co-savings accounts set up for couples 
who have a second or third child. 

Also, about 1700 employed and sell" 
employed mothers have received 
maternity-leave benefits and $9 million 
have been given out under the Third 
Child Paid Maternity Leave scheme. 

But the schemes, although wel
comed by families, have not reaped the 
expected results. Said PM Goh yester
day: ·More than nine months after we 
started giving out the Baby Bonus in 
April last year, I have not received any 
bonus myself!' Response to the 
measures has not been encouraging, 
and birthrates have continued to fall, 
he added. 

He traced the root of the problem 
to a change in attitudes towards mar
riage and family among the young, 
citing surveys which have shown that 
the young placed financial and career 
goals ahead of starting a family. 

PM Goh said: 'This decline in our 
marriage and procreation rates is clear
ly a national problem. The implications 
are grave.' Reiterating the govern
ment's commitment to create a 'total 

social environment conducive to 
marriage and fan1ily formation', he said 
that a committee on marriage and 
procreation will be considering new 
measures. 

He also urged parents, employers 
and religious organisations to help the 
government bring about an environ
ment conducive to marriage and pro
creation. The PM, however, acknow
ledged that ultimately, marrying and 
having children are personal decisions 
and there is only so much the govern
ment can do to nudge people along this 
path. 

In response to a plea from Ms 
Indranee Thurai Rajah (Tanjong Pagar 
GRC) to help singles find housing, Mr 
Goh said while the government would 
help singles, 'priority will be for couples 
and families'. Demonstrating his 
keenness for a solution to the problem, 
he offered a 'bonus' to any MP who 
could come up with an ingenious 
solution to help singles tie the knot and 
increase the fertility rate. 'Not the Baby 
Bonus, but a real bonus', he said. 

To the pragmatic Singaporeans who 
have postponed their marriage plans, 
PM Goh had this to say: 'I advise them 
to act fast. The timing is good now to 
get a choice flat to start a family.' 

The Straits Times, Saturday 6 April 2002 
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If tlte common tlteme rwming tltnmg!t 
tlte articles is of a proactive govemment 
running campaigns foJ' its citi.zens, tlten 
tltis article continues tltat 'Singapore 
tlteme'. Bowel cancei~ lteart disease and 

cltolesterol counts a1·e of concern in 
Singapore, as elsew!tere. 

'Hawker stalls' are small food out
lets usually located in outdoor eating 
areas, wltile food courts are similm·, but 

found in shopping centres. Both feature 
cheaper food than most restaurants, and 
many Singaporeans regularly take their 
meal at such eateries. 

Pauline Hufschmid 

A little nudge from hawkers to eat more greens 
Stalls will have labels urging people to ask for more vegetables in upcoming Healthy 

I • I 1 , ,, ~ • I 1 , 

Lifestyle campaign, and these extra servings may be free. ----~ ,:. Sharmilpal Kaur ,,.,,.,,-
In September, a green label will go up 
at hawker stalls around the island to 
encourage people to ask for more 
vegetables. And that extra may be 
given free. 

This new effort to get Singaporeans 
to eat healthily will be one of the targets 
in this year's month-long National 
Healthy Lifestyle campaign, an annual 
drive by the government to get 
Singaporeans to change their bad 
eating habits. 

Work on it has started. The Health 
Promotion Board (HPB) has paid a 
private company to get the message to 
stallholders in 140 hawker centres and 
lJ 6 food courts. 

The company's officials will explain 
the board's labels and encourage the 
hawkers to stick them up. 

So far, Food Junction, which runs 
fourteen food courts, has agreed to 
carry the labels. 

HPB wants hawkers to give at least 
50 g of cooked vegetables. This is just 
25% of the two servings needed daily 
for healthy eating. 

To get one serving_, a person would 
have to heap five tablespoons with 
cooked vegetables. This would fill 
about three-quarters of a coffee mug. 

Said its nutritionist, Ms Grace 
Soon: 'People would still need to make 
up the other I½ servings at dinner.' 

Most Singaporeans take less, and 
their fibre-deficient diet increases the 
risk of bowel cancer. Only one in six 
people eat two servings of vegetables 
a day, based on latest figures taken 
from the 1998 National Nutrition 
Survey. 

Some hawkers say they already give 
more for free. One of them is Madam 
Foo Kui Lian, who runs a chicken-rice 
stall at Maxwell Food Centre. 'I usually 
give between three and five slices of 
cucumber. 

/ .- --►..:,.._ 

,:,;;;" 
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Most don't ask for more but, for 
those who ask, I give more at no 
charge.' 

Other than vegetables, HPB is also 
reminding people to have their two 
servings of fruit daily. 

Figures from the 1998 nutrition 
survey show that only one in five 
Singaporeans eat two servings of fruit, 
equivalent to two small apples or 
twenty grapes. 

The board has also marked the 
twenty-second of each month as 2 + 2 
day. This is a day when it will remind 
people in different ways to eat their two 
servings each of fruits and vegetables. 

Dietitians interviewed suggested 
ordering a plate of greens to go with, 
say, a chicken-rice dish, or to eat food 
that includes plenty of vegetables. The 
way vegetables are cooked is also 
important. 

Said Ms Lim Ai Vee of Tan Tock 
Seng Hospital: 'Vegetables fried with 
excessive oil and taken with a lot of 
high-fat gravies or fruits taken with full
fat cream or heavy syrups are not 
healthy and may put one at risk of 
excessive fat intake.' 

The Straits Times 
Tuesday 30 July 2002 



DENGUE FEVER 
Pauline Hufschmid 
In what is often more affectionately 
than derisively called the 'fine city', 
Singapore residents can be fined for 
providing places for mosquitos to 
breed. 

Data collected between the 1960s to 
the 1980s showed a dramatic reduction 
in the number of households found to 
be breeding mosquitos-from 50% in 
the 1960s to less than 5% in the 1980s. 
Today's estimate is less than 2%. 

The concern with mosquitoes is due 
to their role in transmitting malaria and 
dengue fever. 

There has been concern that hotter 
than usual temperatures associated 
with the El Nino weather pattern this 
year could result in increased cases of 
dengue fever. Mosquitoes mature 
faster when temperatures rise, and 
spend longer as biting adults. 

Some facts about 
dengue fever 
[Source: Sharmilpal Kaur, 
The Straits Times, 13 May 2002] 

0 Dengue fever is a 
potentially deadly disease 
transmitted by the Aeries 
mosquito. 

0 Symptoms include fever, joint 
aches, headaches, rashes and 
vomiting. 

0 A world dengue fever pandemic 
raged in 1998, with 1-2 million 
cases reported worldwide. 

0 There is no vaccine or cure for 
dengue fever. 

0 About 95% of infected people show 
no symptoms, but mosquitoes can 
transmit dengue fever from these 
people to others. 

EXERCISE on 'More babies ... ' 
(see page 11) 

Consider. 
0 Why is the Singapore government so concerned 

about fertility? 

0 What incentive schemes exist in Australia? 

0 What attitudes towards marriage and children 
might the young of Singapore and Australia share? 

0 There are four different strains of 
dengue fever. 

0 If people experience more severe 
haemorrhagic fever they can die 
because it causes internal bleeding. 

0 Researchers are looking at how and 
where the Aeries mosquito breeds, 
and at new ways of getting rid of 
the disease. 

0 In Singapore now, apart from 
education and enforcement, other 
methods are used to fight the 
mosquitoes. Government agencies 
carry out 'misting' using 
insecticides of potential breeding 
areas and an Ouitrap is used. 

This acts as a breeding ground 
for mosquitoes and once eggs hatch 
in the container they are killed. 

Eradicating dengue fever is seen as 
Singapore's biggest public health 
challenge. 

lmll 
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CHILLI GOOD 
Pauline Hufschmid 
Why include an article on chilli? 

Well firstly, chillis are used by all the 
country's different ethnic groups in 
their cooking. 

Secondly it features in some of 
Singapore's most famous dishes. 

Thirdly it seems so close to the heart 
of many Singaporeans -in April. a 
Chilli Festival was held as part of the 
Singapore Food Festival. 

SOME CHILLI FACTS 
0 It is consumed by 75% of the 

world's population. It is the 
world's most widely used 
seasoning. 

0 There are over 2000 cultivated 
varieties ( due to ease of cross~ 
pollination). 

0 It is rich in vitamins A, C and E 
and is reported to relieve cramps. 
stimulate digestion and improve 
the complexion. 

0 Capsaici11 found in the ribs of the 
chilli is what makes it hot. This 
compound has pain-relieving 
properties and has been 
recommended as a topical 
medication for arthritis. 

0 To put out the ·chilli fire, water 
is not recommended-reach 
instead for dairy products such as 
milk. yoghurt or icecrean1, or for 
starchy bread or rice. 

0 The hottest variety in the world is 
found in north-eastern India and 
is called the 11aga jo!okia. 

In Singapore 304 types of chillies 
are commonly sold and these arc 
generally imported from Malaysia. 

Different chillies & their uses 
0 Fresh green chilli 

(approximately 12 cm long) 
Used by Malays to make 
begedel, a potato patty; by 
Indians for chutney and as a 
condiment; and by Chinese, 
often stuffed with fish. 

0 Fresh red chilli 
Used by the Chinese, mixed 
with soya sauce as a seasoning; 
or pounded by Malays to make 
samba/ be/acm,. 

0 Chilli padi 
(approximately 4 cm Jong) 
This is the hottest of the 
commonly used chillies in 
Singapore. The Malays and 
Peranakas often use it to make 
a san1bal sauce. 

0 Capsicum 
These rounder chillies come in 
red, green and yellow colours 
and are commonly used in salads, 
vegetables dishes or casseroles. 

0 Dried chilli 
These are valued for their 
fragrance and often found in 
Sichuan dishes and Indian 
curries. 

Information from the article 
'Some like it hot' by Tee Hun Ching 
in The Sundc~y Times, 21 April 2002 

Some famous Singaporean food styles 
and dishes featuring chillies 
♦ Nonya 

Nonya food combines Chinese 
ingredients and Malay spices and 
herbs into its own unique blend. An 
example is 01ak-0111k which is fish, 
coconut milk, chi/Ii paste. ga/a11gal. 
and herbs wrapped in a banana leaf. 

♦ Sic/man 
Sic/wan cuisine is noted for its 
robust flavours and hot chillies. 
Dishes include chicken or prawn 
with whole dried chillies, deep-rried 
shredded beef, and duck smoked 
over tea leaves and camphor. 

♦ Malay /Indonesian food 
Malay/Indonesian food never 
involves pork for religious reasons, 
but coconut is heavily used. 

Another important ingredient is 
belacan ( a pungent dried shrimp 
paste) combined with fresh chillies 
to make Samba] Belacan. 

The best-known Malay dish is 
smay (skewered pieces of mutton, 
beer or chicken) barbequed over 
charcoal and eaten with a rich pea
nut sauce, sliced cucumber, onions, 
and chunks of compressed rice. 
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An Indonesian favourite is Nasi 
Padang (a wide range of spicy meat, 
fish, poultry, and vegetable dishes). 

♦ Indian food 
Curries are the better known Indian 
food and the most popular Singa
pore Indian dish is fish-head cuny. 

The main difference between 
northern and southern Indian food 
is that the northern food is less 
spicy, and cow's milk is used. 



♦ Hokkien cuisine 
The two most popular Hokkien 
dishes are Fried Hokkien Mee and 
Popiah. 

The former is a rich mixture of 
wheat flour noodles combined with 
rice vermicelli and fried with heaps 
of garlic, prawns, pork, sliced squid, 
bean sprouts, eggs, and Chinese 
chives, then doused with pork 
stock. It is served with lime and 
chilli paste. 

The latter are rolled crepes filled 
with shredded Chinese turnips, 
bamboo shoots, bean sprouts, 
prawns eggs, and Chinese sausage, 
cleverly seasoned with garlic, chilli 
paste, and sweet bean sauce. 

♦ Cantonese cuisine 
Known for its creativity. subtle 
flavours, and lightness of touch, it 
is the most popular Chinese food in 
Singapore. 

The dishes include shark's fin 
soup. crispy deep-fried chicken 
spring rolls, ivon 1011 soup 1 roast 
suckling pig, and dim sum (stean1ed 
or fried buns, dumplings, and 
pastries stuffed with meat, prawns, 
sweet sauces. or herbs), often 
accompanied by small side dishes of 
chilli mixed with soy sauce. 

♦ and finally ... 
. . . the pride of Singapore seafood 
is the chilli Cl'ab. 

The shelled crab is stir fried with 
garlic, sugar, tomato sauce, soy 
sauce, chilli and eggs. 

There is a wide range of cuisine found 
in Singapore. with the various migrant 
groups each contributing from their 
native countries. 

Singaporeans often identify a 
shared love of food as something that 
binds them together and indeed as one 
travels around Singapore or listens to 
conversations, so often the talk turns 
to the best place to buy or eat certain 
dishes. 

Sources: 
Singapore Food and E11tertai11111e11t 

Singapore - Ofjlcial Guide 

Ask students to research the 
Peranakans. Who are they? 
What can we know better about 
Singapore by finding out about 
these people? 

~ 

Small island 
solutions 
Pauline Hufschmid 
The main method Singaporeans use for 
maximising land space is by building 
'high rise' apartments and office 
blocks. 

Over the years many of the 
smaller, older apartment blocks 
of two to four storeys high have 
been knocked down and 
replaced. 

Land is expensive in Singa
pore and the Housing Develop
ment Board tries to keep housing 
accessible to all Singaporeans by 
building public housing: HDB Flats. 

In recent years residents 
have become more vocal in 
their desire for nicer environ
ments so that landscaping, the 
construction of parks adjacent 
to flats and the inclusion of 
recreational space and play
grounds, is now provided. 

Like any city, land near the 
Central Business District 
(CBD) is at a premium, and 
those wishing to have more 
space generally move to the 
outer suburbs . 

Traffic solutions 
T he main method of keeping 

congestion of Singapore's limited 
kilometres of roads (see CIA country 
profile website for information on total 
length) is by providing an excellent 
public transport system. 

In 1987 a Mass Rapid Transit 
(MRT) rail system was introduced. All 
trains are fully air-conditioned and run 
by electricity. Commuters, whether 
travelling by bus or train, can use the 
electronic card-pay system. 

Cars are expensive to buy, register 
and run. There are few 'free parking' 
spots in Singapore, and car drivers are 
charged to enter the CBD by an 
automated Electronic Road Pricing 
(ERP) system which charges direct to 
a debit card one dollar for all cars 
entering the CBD in the busier 'peak' 
hours. 

There are many taxis on the roads 
and this further encourages people to 
not buy or drive a car - as they can 

travel relatively ( compared to Australia) 
cheaply to destinations not easily 
accessible to the MRT. 

~ 
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SINGAPORE: Land reclamation 
In tiny Singapore, land is precious. 

In order to maximise the an10unt of 
useable land, the Singapore Govern
ment 'reclaims' land from swan1py and 
coastal areas by using a landfill method. 

This process of reclaiming land has 
been carried out in Singapore since the 
1960s. Early on hill areas were exca
vated for fill materials, whereas nowa
days sea sand from the seabed is the 
commonly used material. 

Land reclamation has changed the 

Singapore coastline-especially on the 
eastern side of the island. Many 
offshore islands have increased in size 
and the building of dykes across es
tuaries has 'straightened' the coastline, 
especially the west coast. 

Through the land reclamation 
scheme, larger areas of land have 
become available for private housing, 
for recreation areas, and for commer
cial and industrial use. 

Reclaimed land has been used for 
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expressways, for port and airport 
facilities, and for the Mass Rapid 
Transport (MRT) system. 

As the shallower areas are 
reclaimed, future works become more 
expensive. Earlier reclamation works 
used to be carried out in areas less than 
lO m, whereas nowadays up to 15 m 
needs to be filled. This increases costs. 

The map below shows the areas of 
reclaimed land in Singapore. 

Pauline H11fschmid 

N 
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The vexing issue of Singapore's water supply 
With a population similar to Sydney, 
tiny Singapore has a demand for water 
that it can't meet using traditional dams 
and reservoirs. 

For years Singapore has been 
paying Malaysia for water that is piped 
into Singapore daily across the Strait 
of Johar. 

Amid concerns that this arrange
ment could leave Singapore vulnerable 
in the unhappy event of there being 
conflict between Singapore and its 
large neighbour, a solution has been 
found in the recycling of waste water 
to make ·Newater'. 

This interesting article points out 
the reasoning behind Singapore's 
·vulnerability', and explains the 
development of Newater. 

Pa11/i11e l111jn-h111id 

WATER: A toast to more comfortable bilateral dealings 
ASAD LATIF, The Straits Times, Monday 29 July 2002 

F oreign Minister S. Jayakumar's 
speech in Parliament last week 

makes it clear that water supply from 
Malaysia will no longer be a source of 
strategic vulnerability for this country. 

The Separation Agreement of 1965 
enshrined the 1961 and 1962 Water 
Agreements. which must be honoured 
until their expiry in 2011 and 2061, 
respectively. 

However, it came to light later that 
on the very day of Independence in 
1965. Tunku Abdul Rahman had told 
Mr Anthony Head, the British High 
Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur. that 
if Singapore's foreign policy was 
prejudicial to Malaysia's interests, it 

could always bring pressure to bear on 
the city-state by threatening to turn off 
the water in J ohor. Mr Head noted 
wryly that he found this revelation to 
be a 'startling proposal of how to 
coordinate foreign policy'. 

The succeeding years of coexistence 
between the two countries did not 
dilute the strategic worth of water to 
Malaysia. On the contrary, in an ar\jcle 
published in 2000, a military officer 
wrote: 'Malaysia should take full 
advantage of water as a strategic 
weapon to counter Singapore's military 
advantage over Malaysia.' 

Noting that 'without water, 
Singapore may not survive', the writer 
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said that apart from the ability to 
disrupt the water supply to Singapore, 
Malaysia had the capability to pollute 
the supply with either chemical or 
biological weapons. 

Last week, such attitudes were 
headed in the direction of water under 
the bridge when Professor Jayakumar 
explained how this country was 
reducing its dependence on Malaysian 
water. 

By next year, he said, the Bedok and 
Kranji Newater plants would be in 
operation. By 201 I, two more Newater 
plants would be ready. 'We can allow 
the 1961 Agreement to lapse in 2011. 
It is within our means to produce 
sufficient water to replace the water 
from the 1961 Agreement', he noted. 

Singapore was still prepared to buy 
some water from Malaysia after the 
expiry of the 1961 Agreement. but the 
price would have to be right. 'After 
2061, when the 1962 Agreement 
expires, it only makes economic sense 
for us to continue to buy additional 
water from Malaysia if the cost of that 
water is less than that of the water we 
can produce ourselves. The price must 
be competitive in relation to the cost 
of our alternative sources of water', he 
explained. 

Referring to recent talks with 
Malaysians, he said that they had been 
briefed on Singapore's plans to develop 
alternative sources of water by 
increasing its catchment areas, and 
through Newater and desalination. 

The calm and precise tone of his 
speech did not detract from its pointed 
message - which was that, strategically 
and politically, water was not going to 
be a weapon that Malaysia could use 

easily against Singapore any more. 
True, cutting off the water supply 

had not been an easy weapon to wield 
even earlier, because it would have been 
cause for war. However the possibility 
that such an action could be taken had 
been a looming threat. 

Now, with this country's ability to 
exist without relying on Malaysian 
water, a key insecurity has been 
addressed. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that a second independence has 
arrived, one that can only be more 
durable than the first one. 

The new independence will not be 
free of tension where relations with 
Malaysia are concerned. The abang 
dan adik ( elder brother and younger 
brother) fixation that freezes some 
Malaysian individuals and groups in 
imagined time will not disappear just 
because the water nexus will dissolve. 

From time to time-particularly 
election time-they will take a fraternal 
interest in Singapore's domestic affairs. 
As leaders of Parti Islam SeMalaysia 
did recently, they may troop in 
occasionally to demonstrate solidarity 
with minority members of the 
Singapore household. 

As it is difficult to keep them out, 
they should be welcomed with a glass 
of pristine Newater, which should help 
to remind them of where they are. 

What happens remains to be seen. 
In the meantime, Singaporeans should 
engage Malaysians as usual because the 
resolution of the water issue enables the 
two countries to be normal neighbours. 

Water has tilted the Singapore
Malaysia balance in the latter's favour. 
To that extent it has been a source of 
abnormality in bilateral relations. 

Now that it is receding as a factor 
in the equation, citizens of the two 
countries can deal with one another 
more comfortably and pragmatically. 

Singapore and Malaysia will 
continue to be important to each other. 
As countries, unlike people, cannot 
choose their neighbours, geography 
dictates for both countries a close 
relationship. The closer the ties, the 
easier it will be for each of them to face 
up to geopolitical shifts that will im
pinge on Asia in the years to come. 

As before, the prospects of each 
country will irrigate the fortunes of the 
other. But the water for the irrigation 
need not come from J ohor. 

Iii 
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Preamble: 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task I (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER-GENTRIFICATION 

Assessment Criteria: 

Student Name: Herny Haliman 
Field Work Date: Monday 4th February 
Task due and written response: Monday I 8th of February 
Weighting: 15% 

Outcomes assessed: 

H3 Analyses contemporary urban dynamics and applies them in a specific context 
HS Plans a geographical inquiry to analyse and synthesize information from a variety of sources 
H9 Evaluates geographical information and sources for usefulness, validity and reliability 
HlO Applies maps, graphs, statistics, photographs and fieldwork to analyse and integrate data in geographical contexts 
Hl2 Explains geographical patterns, processes and future trends through appropriate case studies and illustrative examples 
Hl3 Communicates complex geographical information, ideas and issues effectively, using appropriate written and oral, 

cartographic and graphic forms 

Urban Dynamics Preamble: Cities change and there are processes/dynamics, which can be identified to explain 
those changes. These processes/dynamics, which explain the changes in large cities, 
can also be applied to understanding the nature and character of country towns and 
suburbs. Dynamics have influenced the economic, commercial and residential 
character of Singapore; the culture of place, the demographics and the future trends 
and development. 

Urban dynamics: Suburbanisation; exurbanisation; counterurbanisation; decentralization; urban decay 
and renewal; consolidation; urban villages; spatial exclusion; gentrification 

Urban dynamics operating in Singapore: Decentralization, diminutive suburbanisation, urban renewal and gentrification. 

Task 1 -

Task2 -

Task3-

Task 4-

Observe and take notes at the Urban Redevelopment Authority Gallery in Maxwell Road. Look for exhibits 
that may help you understand the changing urban dynamics or the results of the urban dynamics in Singapore. 
A model of the new downtown area and the concept map of Singapore will help with this task. 

Take notes. during the lecture by Mr Colin Lauw - Executive Public Relations Officer. 

Have lunch momentarily 

Take photos; make observations at a desired site (e.g. Boat Quay, Tanjong Pagar, China Town, Little India, 
New towns, Yishun). Observe its scale, density, mix of land uses and housing types, community based 
facilities and integration with surroundings. Use a camera to record your observations - note the changes in 
the nature and location of various land uses, culture of place. Commute in groups, and seek permission when 
necessary. 
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Initial Task: 

Gentrification: 

Secondary Source: 

Primary Source: 

Relevancy of Secondary data: 

Inquiry Methodology: 

Geographical Question: 

Hypothesis: 

Aims: 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task 1 (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER - GENTRIFICATION 

A process involving the restoration and renovation of old inner-city areas or buildings or the 
occupation of wealthier people into renewed buildings/dwellings. 

Online Newspaper article, journal and photos/maps 

Observations, reflective commentary, photographs 

Newspaper articles can be misleading and intentionally bias, however they provide excellent 
source of data that is often perceived with high validity, accuracy and reliability. Articles 
provide information readily and informatively. Photos are concrete evidences of 
observations, illustrating change over time and enhance the presentation and alleviate the 
tediousness of a geographical investigation. 

Identify a geographical question or problem as a result of their observations or studies. 
Formulate a line of inquiry. 
Design an appropriate research approach, bearing in mind relevant ethical responsibilities 
Collect and record data. 
Process and analyse the information 
Draw conclusions that address the original question or problem 

Urban dynamics are responsible for significant changes in the morphology and function and 
function of Singapore. Characterized by its temporal urban identity, Singapore is a large city in 
the developed world that reflects tangible results of urbanism. Identify and observe 
gentrification and other urban dynamics in Singapore (Boat Quay, Singapore River). Compose 
a case study of Singapore; changing social, economic, cultural (culture of place), future, 
developmental and ecological aspects of Singapore; resulting from Urban dynamics. Perform a 
fieldwork investigation to examine the changes in the nature and location of various land uses 
and culture of place subject to gentrification. Describe and Analyse the results of urban 
dynamics as they operate in Singapore. 

a. Renewal/gentrification is the process of rejuvenating old districts and adding squints of 
colours and modernities to dilapidated infrastructure. Decay is the deterioration of 
infrastructure. Hence when there is renewal there was decay, and where there is 
development there is renewal. An endless cycle. 

b. Boat Quay possesses aspects ofredevelopment, gentrification and urban decay. Hence the 
results of the urban dynamics operating in Boat Quay are identifiable and observable. 

c. An area or site complicated by urban change or dynamics will reflect shifting paradigms in 
its nature, landscape and culture of place. Singapore's urban morphology is perpetually 
evolving due to urban pressures and development. 

d. The Island itself is evidence of urban dynamics. Singapore is a metropolis that has divine 
ambitions. Thus, without proper planning, redevelopment, foundations bnilt upon 
creativity and flexibility, a distinctive character Singapore would plummet into the 
developing or less developed categories. Hence the urban dynamics operating within 
Singapore are responsible for Singapore's superlative appearance. 

e. Historical sites and photographs act as a reminder of the past and a contrast to the 
contemporary development. Thus it is tangible evidence. 

I. Gain an understanding of the results of urban dynamics in Singapore through observation 
and the collection of data 

2. Develop a range of cognitive and manipulative skills 
3. Illustrate how cities change, with particular reference to the city's social structure, 

economic functions, cultural character, and ecological sustainability 
4. Increase geographic interest and appreciation in urban dynamics 
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Methodology: 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task 1 (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER - GENTRIFICATION 

1) Preliminary Tasks 

A. Identify an urban dynamic operating within Singapore 
I. Consider an urban district or location in Singapore that has/is experiencing urban decay or 

gentrification or decentralization 
2. Finalize dynamic chosen 

B. Preliminary research on gentrification/decay/Boat Quay and Singapore River 
3. Visiting School Library AISS during ordinary school days, preferably after school 
4. Research for availability of books regarding topic 
5. Conducting an evaluation of the reliability, validity and accuracy of secondary data 

C. Approval of topic 
D. State aims and hypothesis 

6. Sensibly accumulate thoughts of aims and making educated predictions on the outcomes/question 
7. Subsequently state aims and hypothesis 

E. Formulate methodology 
F. Develop a Log book (if necessary) 

2) Secondary Tasks 

A. Preparation of researched criteria 
8. List headings related to topic for further research 
9. List what tools are needed to research listed criteria 
10. Assign date for collection of secondary data (for intervals and on different dates) 

B. Research on topic 
C. Collation of secondary data 
D. Gather and organize researched data 
E. Simultaneously record bibliography 
F. Analyse secondary data collected 

11. Sort and filter irrelevant information 
12. Organize and categorize each finding and simultaneously fill in bibliography 

3) Tertiary tasks 

A. Commence Fieldwork 
13. Attend lecture, listen actively and take notes 
14. Visit URA Gallery and make observations and record relevant notes. 
15. Depart to Marina Bay/Boat Quay and commence primary data collection (photography) 
16. Return to school and designated time 

B. Analyse primary data collected 
C. Evaluate Fieldwork and make recommendations 
D. Refine All data 
E. Gather and process all data 

17. Implement refmed data into a report format or headings 

4) Conclusion and final tasks 

A. Compose a geographical report 
B. Complete Bibliography 
C. Begin Evaluation 
D. Begin self-commentary 

E. Formulate conclusion 
F. Re-read and make necessary adjustments 
G. Acknowledge individuals who have contributed towards project 
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Preface: 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task 1 (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER - GENTRIFICATION 

2002 Year 12 Fieldwork Assessment task- Geographical Inquiry 

GENTRIFICATION & URBAN DECAY 
IN SOUTH BOAT QUAY- CHANGING 
MORPHOLOGY OF THE 'SINGAPORE 

RIVER' 

by 

Henry Subhawito Haliman 

Tall high-rise buildings tower over the preserved old waterfront shophouses 
and the older civic buildings fronting Boat Quay 

Singapore is an engine that desires 5.5 million individuals to operate it. Within Singapore's 
framework of efficient urban planning, the future appears as an entity that can be moulded and 
organized. The signature image of Singapore is its distinctive skyline and the contrast between high 
and low, old and new illustrates a city with roots in a humble past, which has grown at an unsteady 
speed into a modem metropolis. Breathing and constantly evolving, Singapore is full of contrasts: 
movement and tranquillity, modernity and history, change and stability. A 'tropical city of excellence'. 
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Singapore 

I. Historical Background 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task I (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER-GENTRIFICATION 

Primitive Singapore was originally known as Temasek or Sea 
Town. Modern day Singapore was discovered by the British in the early 
1800s. Sir Stanford Raffles (opposite) was responsible for the development 
and foundations of Singapore's colony and city. Under his potent leadership, 
Singapore's landscape was defined and sculpted. 

In 1825, Singapore became part of the Straits Settlement, or 
British India. The island emerged as a diverse colonial city, and an influential 
port, playing a significant role in the trade routes between Europe and East 
Asia. Prosperity attracted immigrants from around the region, establishing 
the multi-cultural appearance that still characterizes Singapore today. 
Singapore continued to prosper from 1873 to 1913. 

Singapore fell to the Japanese forces in 1942 and the Japanese 
occupation and foreign political control resumed for 3 years. In 1946 
Singapore established its identifiable Crown Colony. Subsequently in 1963, 
Singapore agglomerated with Malaya (Malaysia), Sarawak, North Borneo and 
Brunei to form the Federation of Malaya. However Singapore seceded, becoming a sovereign, democratic and 
independent natiov. in 1965. 

Thereafter commenced Singapore's struggle to survive and prosper individually, creating a sense of 
national identity and consciousness among a disparate population of immigrants. Issues; Singapore was a small 
country with no natural resources, high unemployment, high dependent on entrepot trade and small manufacturing 
base. Singapore's strategy for survival and development was essentially to take advantage of its strategic location 
and the favorable world economy. Decades of industrialization, urban dynamics, economic restructuring and 
redevelopment and conservation, Singapore prevailed as a tropical city of excellence where political commitment 
and leadership, a centralized governmental machinery, management and planning aliead of development are the key 
to success. 

2. Changing Morphology of land 

Singapore has developed from a largely low-rise, colonial trading post of congested slum settlements, 
to a predominantly high-rise, modern, post-industrial garden city-state. The result of urban dynamism has resulted 
in significant alterations in Singapore's landscape. Roads are widened, new maps for new towns are overlaid 
completely upon old ones, hills flattened, swamps drained, coastline expanding ceaselessly swelling into the sea, 
forcing a redrafting of all the maps and new surveys of all the existing boundaries. As Singapore's society 
continues to evolve, so will the morphology of the land and the urban landscape. A shifting urban paradigm that is 
influenced by urban needs and desires. Singapore's coast has experienced drastic changes due to land reclamation, 
and because Singapore has to optimally utilize their space efficiently, their only options of generating land space is 
to continue expanding southwards and eastwards, develop higher-density housing, transmigrate its citizens, 
establish artificial islands, establish compatible spaces or venture into subterranean developments. All these 
options will inevitably change Singapore's morphology 
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3. Physical Context 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task I (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER - GENTRIFJCA TION 

Singapore is an island-city or nation that is composed of one island encompassed by 60 smaller islets. 
The main island measures approximately 42 km (E-W) and 23 km (N-S). The interior of the island is characterized 
by rounded hills with gentle slopes and valleys. The coast is generally flat with the majority of the coastline having 
been modified by reclamation, embankment formation and swamp clearing. 

4. Contemporary Statistics 

I POPULATION & AREA I 2000 I EMPLOYMENT r 2000 

I Total Population (thousands) 14,017.7 I Labour Force ('000) 12,192.3 

I Annual Growth (%) 11.7 I Employed Persons ('000) 12,094.8 

Singapore Residents (thousands) 13,263.2 
Unemployment Rate ( seasonally r adjusted) 

I Annual Growth (%) lu I Manufacturing (Percentage of GDP I 20.8 

Population Density (Per Sq Km) 15,885 I Finance Services (Percentage of GDP 14.6 

Land Area (Sq Km) 1682.7 I Business Services (Percentage of GDP) I 10.8 

SOCIAL INDICATORS 12000 I DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS 12000 

Mean Years of Schooling (Yrs) I 8.6 I Birth Rate (Per 1,000 Population) I 13.6 

Population Living in Public Flats(%) I 86 I Death Rate (Per 1,000 Population) 14.5 

Per Cent of Owner-occupied Public Flats 193 I Life Expectancy at Birth (Yrs) 178 

Doctors Per 10,000 Population I 14 I Males 176 

Private Cars Per 1,000 Population I I 14 I Females I 80 

5. Social Structure (Ethnicity) 

Singapore is predominantly a middle-class society comprising of Chinese, Malay, Indian and other 
ethnic groups (Eurasians ). An ethnic breakdown in 1998 shows The Chinese constitutes 77 .2% of the population, 
with Malay 14.1 %, Indian 7.4%, others 1.3%. The government did a wonderful task of helping to keep the 
languages and cultures of the various ethnic communities alive as well as fostering a distinctive Singapore identity. 
Singapore's ethnicity is reinforced by the practice of ethnic linguistics, culture and religion. The four major 
religions are Buddhism and Taoism, Islam, Hinduism, and Christianity. 

An ethnic quota (Appendix i. - Ethnic Quota Policy), designed to proportionately distribute and 
integrate all 4 ethnic groups of Singapore within each apartment block, has been imposed on public housing to 
establish an equal society. However, numerically, the Chinese remain dominant. For tourism the multi-ethnicity 
of Singapore remains a valuable asset, but a spectator in Singapore's development 
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6. Spatial Patterns of advantages and disadvantages 

Due to the Concept Plan 1 and the government's determination to integrate ethnic groups, spatial 
advantages, disadvantages, and exclusion are not evidently manifested in Singapore's society. The forms of 
apparent spatial exclusion are the security of private homes and territory, and exclusive recreational facilities that 
are only accessible if you are an affiliate. Singapore's towns are situated in close proximity in one another, 
however the availability and accessibility of facilities, recreational parks, community centres and regional 
shopping malls varies. 

7. Changing Economic Character 

Singapore is the financial, international and commercial hub with tentacles spreading throughout S.E 
Asia and the Pacific. During the 1950s, Singapore was the location of major international markets for rubber, tin 
and the distribution of oil. Economic development in Singapore could be categorised into several distinct phases. 
Each phase was characterised by a set of basic strategies and evolving policies, refined to address specific economic 
challenges and to seize the opportunities at the time. In recent decades Singapore has successfully practiced 
metropolitan management to attain an improved physical environment favourable to economic growth. 

Singapore has an open economy with strong service and manufacturing sectors and excellent 
international trading links derived from its entrepot history. Rising labour costs continue to be a threat to 
Singapore's competitiveness, and the government's strategy to address this problem includes increasing 
productivity, improving infrastructure, and encouraging higher value-added industries. Presently Singapore's major 
industries include; petroleum refining, electronics, oil drilling equipment, rubber processing and rubber products, 
processed food and beverages, ship repair, entrepot trade, financial services, biotechnology as opposed to the ship 
repair industry during the pre and post independence years. Her agricultural production includes; rubber, copra, 
fruit, vegetables and poultry. 

8. Changing culture of place 

Singapore's Culture of place is identifiable through its biophysical environment, architectural 
streetscape, multi-cultural identity, the city skyline, nightscape and colours. Singapore is place with an eclectic 
collection of cultures, colours and sounds. However Life in Singapore is work, and work is about the pressures of 
time more than the pleasures of place. Districts or areas in Singapore exhibit different culture of places; for 
instance, Orchard Rd has a homogenised landscape that portrays the urban/modem or western identity. Various 
conservation areas such as Tanjong Pagar, Kampong Glam, Emerald Hill, Little India and Chinatown each exhibit a 
distinctive culture of place where specific cultural activities or heritage sites are situated. The HDBs (Housing 
Development board - public housing) are simply an agglomerated mixture of colours. However they are 
architecturally unglamorous and characterless. It is the inhabitants of the HDB that reflect the melting pot of 
cultures. 

In the early 1960s the skyline comprised of the average 4 storey public housing blocks wit)l the mirriiin 
of the central area (Tiong Bahru). The City Skyline has been radically transformed by the verti1,1!1l dev~lopmeqt pf 
buildings in the CBD and New towns. Resulting in a display of homogenised concrete structures, 

I. Vision: 'a thriving world-class city in the 2151 century. We want a city that's dynamic, with a business hub that can hold its own in the global 
playing field. A city that's distinctive, with a unique identity that is recognizably our own. A city that's <telightful with energy, excitement and 
entertainment' 
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The typical historical street scene in the Singapore urban area were; the narrow streets and the 2 or 4 
storey high shophouses with red roof tiles. There were also colonial British influenced architecture and institutional 
buildings situated around the commercial district of Raffles Square. Under the urban renewal schemes of the 1960s 
and 1970s, much of the old street scenes with strong ethnic flavours have been demolished. The basic linear 
development has been transformed into more open development represented by wider roads and massive urban 
structures being the substance of new towns and the CBD. 

Within the Urban area, the traditional pastel colours of the old shophouses and the deep red of temples 
are slowly fading away and becoming gentrified. The dominant colour of the development in the 1960s was dull 
grey. Eventually it evolved to a greater variety of colours including white and black. And then stronger colours 
were added from the use of tiles, glass, metal, stone facades and more colourful decorations. The luxuriant tropical 
vegetation also shares its rich shades of green with the urban colours, providing a pleasing complimentary. 

The impact of urban development is noticeable in the amount of light the city illuminates during the 
night. First of all there are the geometric light patterns of high-rise commercial and residential buildings. There are 
also the powerful light of air terminals, red warning lights on tall buildings and the fluctuating lights of traffic 
systems. All this account to a fascinating display of lights that was never present in the past. 

Hence the culture of place, expressed in the architecture, streetscape, heritage, noise, colour, street life, 
energy, skyline, vitality and lifestyles isn't only evidence of how interesting and desirable Singapore is, but it also 
suggests Singapore's progressive modernization, development and displacement of heritage. 

9. Ecological Sustainability 

As a small city tackling several constraints of land use, the challenge of Singapore is to create a living 
and working environment of world-class technology and facilities that allows space for privacy and is ecologically 
sustainable. Much of Singapore's pristine areas have disappeared early last century, fortunately Singapore still has 
a rich biodiversity of organisms. Special effort is made to preserve and enhance her Garden environment. 
Singapore's greening programme was introduced in the 1960s and has developed momentum in the last decade. 
The board aims to generate a lush garden environment over the whole island. 

To overcome the constraints of land scarcity, Singapore has innovative ways of maximising land use 
such as adopting compatible uses of green spaces. Parks for example are increasingly opened for other compatible · 
uses, from horticulture to staging outdoor concerts, serving as a multipurpose landscape. 

Singapore is also preserving their natural areas, as they provide a sanctuary to thriving birds and home 
to many native plants and animals. The diverse ecosystems ( e.g. mangroves, rainforests) are also essential for the 
ecological life processes such as the carbon and water cycles. Hence both conservation and development must be 
balance to accommodate the Singapore's needs. 

10. Future Trends 
Singapore will have urban proposals that will dynamically change Singapore's morphology and 

function as an island-nation. She will reach a pinnacle of development where Singapore would be unrecognisable, 
instead of one island; Singapore is a collective island of two where the city operates both below and above the 
ground. There may be information chaos, change in working environments and changing roles of society. 
Eventually Singapore will have to make a decision whether or not to replace cultural heritage sites with 
commercial, industrial or urban development. With architectural marvels such as the Esplanade, Singapore may 
well be on their way of being crowned Asia's Performing arts centre. Time and space (land) will tell. 
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Fieldwork 

1. Preface 
Today the Singapore River hosts a number of adaptive re-use projects which have turned the area intc 

one of the city's best tourist destinations, with restaurants and businesses housed in gentrified traditional 
shephouses. Situated, on the"waterfront•(!)f the· river is a community of shophouses, notorious for its alfresco dining 
pleasures and culture of place. Boat Quay has experienced gentrification, an urban treatment of rejuvenation. 
Although the use, colours and ambience of the buildings have changed, the original spirit, life and intensity oJ 
activity of Boat Quay has been kept alive. 

Aim: Gain an understanding of the results of urban dynamics through observation and the collection of data 

2. Location of Fieldwork 

The fieldwork site is at South Boat Quay between Elgin Bridge and Anderson Bridge, in close 
proximity to the mouth of the Singapore River. The stretch of Shophouses is adjacent to the UOB building/plaza, 
and forms a triangular piece of land surrounded by North Canal Rd, South Bridge road and the Singapore River. 
Boat Quay is situated in Marina Bay near the CBD, South of Singapore (refer to appendix ii. Map of Boat Quay). 

Primary data- Photo no.I (Gentrification of South Boat Quay from UOB Building j 

Primary data - Photo no.2 (Gentrification of South Boat Quay from the Promenade I 

'Today the Singapore River has been reborn. New Developments generate renewed activity, while conserved 
buildings lend charm and heko to preserve the memory of the rriver's past. The river is poised for another chapter 
in its long and colorful past. ' 

Source: Information station (platform) at Elgin Bridge - near Bernie's cafe 
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3. Singapore River Changing Morphology 
The Singapore River endured years of transformation in 1989; a conservation plan initiated by 

the URA (Urban Redevelopment Authority) whereby the private owners of historic shophouses were 
encouraged to restore/gentrify their properties. Subsequently the government constructed a promenade along 
the river to facilitate pedestrian movement and promote alfresco dining. 

Visual Reflection - Changing morphology of the Singapore River 

Singapore River (1976) 

Source: RayTyers {1993), Singapore Then and Now, Landmark Books, Singapore, page, 18. 

Singapore River (1990) 

Source: RayTyers (1993), Singapore Then and Now, Landmark Books, Singapore, page. 18. 
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Singapore River (2002) 

4. History of Boat Quay 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task 1 (Fieldwork-Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER-GENTRIFICATION 

'Once a mangrove area along the south bank of the river, 
Boat Quay was reclaimed with earth taken from a levelled hillock where 
Raffles Place stands' 1• The reclamation took about three months and 
involved over 200 local labourers. Within a short period, Boat Quay 
became the focal point for trading activities, the heart of the commercial 
district. In the 1860s, three quarters of Singapore's shipping business 
was transacted from Boat Quay. At its summit in 1985, there were as 
many as 150 boats moored on the water, trading in everything from 
rubber, tin, steel, to silk, porcelain, rice, opium, spices and coffee. 
Merchant offices and warehouses were set up beside the quay. 

The area possessed different names, which were based on 
its exuberance. The Chinese called it "Bu Ye Tian" meaning place of 
ceaseless activity. Other nicknames are; "Tiam Pang Lo Thau," place to 
go for sampans, "Chap Poet Heng,"the eighteen houses, and "Chwi Chu 
boi," the bathing house end. 

In 1892, William Lim Seiw Wai and Dr. Goh Poh Seng 
developed a conservation proposal for the Boat Quay Area. The proposals were not implemented, however 
their basic ideas for converting the area into a restaurant and commercial district were surprisingly similar to 
the re-use project plans proposed a century later. The only difference was that their proposal was a 
comprehensive scheme that addresses the need to conserve the entire area as opposed to a piecemeal marmer 
of gentrifying building by building. 

The introduction of new, more efficient and a safe mechanised container port and Tanjong Pagar 
and new site of Pasir Panjang led to the relocation of the shipping industries. Hence from 1983 to 1990 the 
Boat Quay was empty and unused. The area was designated a conservation area in 1989 and redevelopment 
began, and by 1993 every Shophouse was under reconstruction. 'Today over 100 conserved buildings, 
mainly Art Deco terrace houses are used as dining and retail establishments. ' 2 

( 1. & 2. Source: Information station (platform) at Elgin Bridge - near Bernie's caje) (Image Source: Unknown) 
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A fascinating, tangible, powerful and frighteningly rapid process that plays an important role in 
fashioning the physical and social form of cities. Like the more widespread process of suburbanisation, it is a 
process that has had a profound impact on the lives of urban residents by changing the social character of the 
district. To 'gentrify' is to convert (an aging area in a city) into a more affluent middle-class neighbourhood, by 
transforming, rejuvenating, replenishing or renovating the architectural attributes of decay or a historic building. 
Remodelling and re-using dwellings (identifiable at Boat Quay) results in increased property values and the 
displacement of the poor or initial dwellers. Hence it is a physical, economic, social and cultural process that is 
both invasive and economically beneficial. 

Gentrification frustrates, fortifies, and fascinates people. The frustration exists in original occupier 
who are displaced, relocated, or given incentives. The fortification exists in the occupants, the middle-class 
affluent, estate agents, property developers and restaurant owners. The fascination exists in the inquisitive minds of 
the spectators, wondering about the early inhibitors of a gentrified building. The fascination also exists in the 
patrons patronising the business operating in the gentrified area, causing a trend or influencing others through 
fascination or interest. Gentrification is a process of making a place 'different' from what it used to be. 

Boat Quay has a significant number of -
traditional Chinese shop houses that have been 
gentrified into restaurants, pubs and small shops. The 
original Shophouse form has proven to be a very 
flexible and adaptable base for re-use. The interiors 
have been changed to varying degrees in response to 
each particular new use, with changes being made in 
the interior spatial layout as well as in the addition of 
new non-traditional interior ornamentation, materials, 
and colours. For example, in The Opera Cafe at No. 
40 Boat Quay the interior was dramatically changed to 
create an ambiance similar to an opera stage set. On 
the other hand, the Lim Family Shophouse, No. 58 
(opposite) Boat Quay, is actually a Shophouse that has 
stayed within the Lim family since 1908. The ground 
level that once housed a warehouse space has now 
been transformed to house a Thai Pub. The original walls, teak floors, paint colour on the window frames, wooden 
balcony doors, and tile roofs have been restored and maintained. 

Boat Quay has benefited inexorably from gentrification. It has become a publicized area with 
everything from restaurants with outdoor dining areas to a cyber cafe. Boat Quay is renowned internationally as 
Singapore'.s hottest dining spots and the hub of Singapore nightlife. 

6. Evidence and observations - Gentrification 
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Assorted Photos 
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rimary Data - Photograph no. 7 

Primary Data - Photograph no. 
Gentrified shophouse transformed into an 
Indian restaurant (Ethnic integration) 

a-Photo 
Reminiscence of the bo 
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7. Secondary Source no.1 analysis 

Title: '2.4.2 The Singapore River and where it fits into the conservation scheme' 

Source: http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/geog/SingaporeRiver/ 

Author: A Joint Project between Department of Geography, and The Centre for Information Technology and 
Applications, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences - National University of Singapore 

Register: Research project, high formality. 

Synopsis: There is evidence pointing that the Singapore River is developing into an exclusionary landscape 
ensuing from generational and income divides. The Singapore River we see today is promoted as one 
of the many exciting areas in Singapore. URA envisions the conservation scheme as 'an exciting 
activity corridor that capitalises on the river frontage and reflects the unique historical character of the 
area'. The Current landscape is the product of government efforts stemming in the mid-1980s to retain 
reminiscences of the past. The Singapore River, being a historical benchmark reflective of our 
country's national heritage, was an inevitable target of the conservation scheme. Adaptive re-use and 
conservation has had a significant, albeit contentious impact on the urban landscape of the region. 

Inference: Landscapes shape meaning of places and urban identity. Hence the modifications to the 
landscape of the Singapore River due to conservation would have changed the identity of the 
river, meaning or interpretations of the river, the function and the people. 

Evaluation: This secondary resource is accurate, reliable and valid offering valuable information regarding 
the generational portrayal of the Singapore River and the results of urban dynamics such as 
gentrification. The project is composed by the faculty member or board of a distinguished 
University in Singapore - NUS. Hence its contents are approved and undeniably reliable. A 
particular author is stated, or acknowledged, hence, if there are any inaccuracies in the 
document, there is nobody to blame, except the collective work of the faculty boards. 

8. Secondary Source no.2 analysis 

Title: 'Singapore River-Planning Report 1994' 

Source: http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/geog/SingaporeRiver/ 

Author: Unspecified 

Register: Planning/proposal Report, high formality 

Synopsis: The Singapore planning area consists of 3 sub-zones (Robertson Quay, Clarke Quay and Boat Quay). 
The Singapore River was the focal point of trading activities. Through intensive planning strategies of 
land use, urbanscape and transportation, the URA has paved the road of development for the 
Singapore River, enabling them to transform the unattractive and pastel colours into frivolous schemes 
of waterproof paint. Change is desirable. 
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Inference: 
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Singapore River is a story about change. It is about how a river contributed to the success of 
Singapore, but through misuse, became polluted. It is about how in a seemingly impossible 
task, this polluted waterway, result of abuse over more than a century and a half, was made so 
clean in a short span of ten years that marine life now thrive in it. The Singapore River is also 
about old and new lifestyles. About how old-time riverside and quayside businesses have given 
way to exciting recreational activities such as al fresco dining, concerts and water-sports. 

This report is relatively accurate, valid and - reliable. The author is not specified and so Wt 

cannot acknowledge them, however one can assume a specific team from the URA have 
formulated this report. The information is accessible from the Internet and providei 
information concerning the past proposals of the Singapore River. This report is no1 
contemporary; hence it is not completely reliable. The contents of the report are susceptible tc 
change causing inaccuracies. 

9. Evaluation of fieldwork 

The fieldwork experience fulfilled the maJonty of the aims. I have gained a visual 
understanding of the results of urban dynamics operating in Singapore, and through the collection of data I 
have gained a substantial understanding of Singapore's morphology, function, history and identity. Through 
the collection of data I have learned to suspend comparative judgements and thoughts concerning 
Singapore's past and present and reflect on the significant changes that have occurred. I encountered 
several difficulties performing and finalizing my fieldwork investigation. First of all, I selected urban 
development which isn't a dynamic listed in the HSC syllabus. Desiring to investigate the Esplanade, I 
continued my fieldwork on Monday 4th of February. Task 1 (lecture) and 2 (Gallery) were satisfactorily 
completed and attended. I managed to return to school at exactly 3 :00pm, visiting both the Esplanade at 
Marina Bay and Tanjong Pagar Conservation area. However after a post-fieldwork discussion with my 
geography teacher and receiving proper guidance I realised I have to perform another fieldwork 
investigation. Hence I selected gentrification. And preferably not make the same mistake. 

10. Advice for Students implementing similar task 

Select an appropriate urban dynamic that is assessed as part of the HSC Geography 
Syllabus and one that is evident in Singapore. 
Time management is crucial. 
Your ability to gather, process and analyse information is important. 
You have to be self-vigilant 
Plan and work consistently 
Ensure you sit on an ergonomic chair and take breaks every hour 
Investigate the URA gallery carefully taking all relevant notes. It is advisable to borrow 
or bring a digital camera due to time constraints. 
Don't procrastinate 

VOLUME ;10 NUMBER 4 NOVEMBER 2002 33 



Conclusion 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task 1 (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RNER- GENTRIFICATION 

'Singapore River is a story about change. It is about how a river contributed to the success of 
Singapore, but through misuse, became polluted. It is about how in a seemingly impossible task, this polluted 
waterway, result of abuse over more than a century and a half, was made so clean in a short span often years that 
marine life now thrive in it. The Singapore River is also about old and hew lifestyles. About liow old-time 
riverside and quayside businesses have given way to exciting recreational activities such as al fresco dining, 
concerts and water-sports' 

Source: http://www.ura.gov.sgldgp_reports/sinriver!textlint-hist.html - URA (Urban Redevelopment Authority) 

Singapore has altered the scale of built structures from earlier smaller, intimate, finely detailed and 
street orientated development to New towns and high-density buildings that have the tendency of being enormous, 
stealing Singapore's skyline. Gentrification has its pleasing and deplorable effects; it is a dynamic that has 
explained the changing morphology, place and scope of Boat Quay and the Singapore River ... a ceaseless dynamic 
that cannot be suddenly terminated. It orbits around a cycle whereby, decay leads to renewal/gentrification, and 
overtime will eventually decay. Each dynamic evolving into another, satisfying the urban needs and desires of a 
metropolitan city. 

Last note: As our society becomes more complex, we tend to seek for simple measures, or simplicity. 
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Appendix 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task I (Fieldwork - Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER - GENTRIFICATION 

1. Ethnic Quota Policy for Housing and Development Board's Public Housing Estates 

I Ethnic Group I Share in Total Population ('98) (%) I Share of Blocks I Flats in each Neighborhood 
-i-C-hi-ne_s_e---"---r 77.2 1~8-7-.0-----,i-8-4-.0--------I 
~------;...I_ Mal__:ay_s ____ 1_14_.1 __________ 1~2_s_.o ____ rl _22_.o ________ l 
I Indians & Others I 8.7 I 13.0 I 10.0 

Source: Management of Ethnic Relations in Pubhc Housmg Estates, Institute of Policy Studies and Times Academic Press 

11. Map of Boat Quay (Fieldwork site) 

Source: gen.maps.~ ht1p:llstreetdirectory.comlmiip:cgi 
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Websites 

Year 12 Geography Assessment task 1 (Fieldwork- Urban Dynamics) 

BOAT QUAY: SINGAPORE RIVER - GENTRIFICATION 

http://www.singstat.gov.sg/SDDS/data.html 
http://www. 4 learning.co. uk/netnotes/ dsp _ series.cfm ?sectionid=28&print=yes 
http://www.singstat.gov.sg/ 
http://www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/post/singapore/people/language/features.html 
http://www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/post/singapore/geography/peopleov.html 
http://www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/post/singapore/economics/transportation.html 
Superb Site: http://www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/post/singapore/sgov.html 
http://www.sspp.net/archive/papers/4(2)phua.htm 
http://www.sdc.eom.sg/2sdg0.html 
http://www.sla.gov.sg/ 
http://www.ntu.edu.sg/grc/resfocus.htm 
http ://habitatnews.nus.edu. sg/news/ chekj awa/articles/ AG/ A Gart 1.htm 
http://www.env.gov.sg/sgp2012/qua1ity_enhancing.htm 
http://www.mof.gov.sg/govotherfund.html 
http://www.sg/flavour/profile/Housing/indexeho.htm 
http://www.ura.gov.sg/conceptplan2001/conclusion.html 
http://www.hdbhousing.com/townwoodlands.htm 
http://inic.utexas.edu/asnic/countries/singapore/Singapore-History.html 
http://www.mandamus.eo.uk/bshf/wha/winners/world _ habitat_ award_ winner_ 199 .html 
http://www.who.or.jp/city/overview/topics.html 
http://www.thingsasian.com/goto _ article/article.1123 .html 
http://www.nusantara.com/desires2.html 
http://www.geocities.com/yawning_ bread/yax-250.htm 
http://www.expatsingapore.com/resources/index.htm 
http://www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/post/singapore/geography/geographyov.html 
http://www.expatsingapore.com/general/index.htm 
http://www.sicec.com/sic/sic _ 05.htm 
http:/ /www.getforme.com/arts _ theesplanade.htm 
http://www.sg/arts/performarts.htm 
http://www.imgartsprojects.com/arts/esplanade.htm 
http://www.singaporeartsnculture.com/english/engespla.html 
http://www.abcnet.eom.sg/abc/esplanade.html 
http://www.vikas-gore.com/ 
http://www.vikas-gore.com/The%20Esplanade%20Cladding_files/frame.htm 
http://www.bentley.com/news/headline/esplanad.htm 
http://sg.news.yahoo.com/020126/5/singapore 18988.html 
http://www.ura.gov.sg/landmarks/final.html 
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SJINGAJPOJRE 

Sir Stamford Raffles, the founder 
of modern Singapore, was born 

on 6 July 1781 on board a ship at sea 
off the island of Jamaica. 

The ship was commanded by his 
father, Benjamin Raffles, a captain, 
in the East-West Inclies trade. * Raffles enterecl the service of the 
East Inclia Company at the age of 14 
and was sent to Penang as assistant 
secretary to the governor of the island 
in 1805. * Sir Stamford Raffles arrived in 
Singapore on 28 January 1819. * On 6 February 1819, Raffles macle 
an agreement with Sultan Hussein 
ancl Temenggong to establish a British 
trading settlement in Singapore. 

* Raffles drew up a plan for 
Singapore that divided the town 
into different areas for 
government, business and 
residential use. * Raffles established Singapore 
as a free port, which attracted 
many people including traders to 
the island. * Raffles banned the slave trade 
and closecl gambling dens in 
Singapore. * The Singapore Institution was a 
school founded by Raffles. It later 
became known as the Raffles 
Institution. * Sir Stamford Raffles died in 
Barvet, England, on 5 July 1826. 
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Name: ............ __ Date: 

WHERE IS SINGAPORE? 

Read the sentences about where Singapore is located and circle the 
correct word to make the facts true. 

0 Singapore is located in the Northern / Southern Hemisphere just below I above 
the Equator .. 

0 Singapore lies to the north / south of the Equator .. 

0 Singapore is located at the northern/ southern tip of Peninsular Malaysia in 
South-East I North-West Asia, which is part of the continent of Europe / Asia. 

0 It is separated from Peninsular Malaysia by a wide/ narrow strip of water called 
the Strait of Singapore/ Johor. 

0 Thailand / Indonesia is a country south I east of Singapore. 

0 The Philippines/ Cambodia is a country north-east/ south-west of Singapore. 

0 The South China Sea is north-east / north-west of Singapore. 

0 Singapore is an island in South-West/ South-East Asia. 

0 Singapore is surrounded by water/ land and is made up of one main island and 
many/ few small ones. 
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Name: ____________ Date: 

[ PLACES IN AND AROUND SINGAPORE I 

.· ·: 

tt' 
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};,\ 
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.. /;,f;;;: 

N 

t 
0246810 

km 

* LOCATE and LABEL 
Coasts Rivers Islands Peaks 
• East Coast • Punggol • Sentosa • Bukit Gombak 
• West Coast • Serangoon • Tekong • Bu kit Batok 

• Singapore • Ubin • Bukit Timah Hill 
• Retan Laut 

Straits Reservoirs Attractions Places 
• Johar • Upper Seleta r • Haw Pa Villa • Changi 
• Singapore • Mac Ritchie • Jurong Bird Park • Peninsular 

• Pandan • Botanic Gardens Malaysia 
• Bedok • Singapore 

Zoological Gardens 

* MARK IN 1. 'the length of Sing pore - 42 km 2. 'the width of Singapore - 23 km 

* SINGAPORE'S LAND SIZE: In 1967 the area of Singapore was 587 km2. 
In 2002 the area of Singapore is 647,5 km2. 

0 The area of Singapore has INCREASED by ____ km2 since 1967! 

0 The land size of Singapore is expected to increase in size to 730 km2 during this century. 
The area of Singapore will increase by ____ .... km2 during this century. 

0 The total increase in land size from 1967 to the predicted size will be ____ km2 . * COMPARE the land size of Singapore with the size of Canberra, Sydney and other major 
Australian cities. * COMPARE the land size of Singapore with the size of Bali, Hong Kong, Sri Lanka and Timar. * RESEARCH: How has Singapore's land mass increased in size? 
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I SINGAPORE AT A GLANCE I 

Official name of country: Republic of Singapore 

Capital city: Singapore 

Population: 4 million 

Official languages: Chinese (Mandarin), Malay, Tamil and English 

, •• I 

Location: South-East Asia, 1° N - 137 km north of the equator. Closest 
neighbours are Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. Connected to 
Peninsular Malaysia by a 1 km long causeway. 

Type of government: Parliamentary Democracy 

Head of State: Elected President 

Head of government: Prime Minister 

Main religions: Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Taoism, Buddhism. 

Ethnic groups: Malays 14%, Chinese 77%, Indians 8%, others 1%. 

Currency: Singapore dollars (S$). Notes - $2, $5, $10, $50, $100, $1000 and 
$10 000. Coins -1c, 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c $1. 

Size: East to west - 42 km, north to south - 23 km 
Total area - 647-5 square kilometres 

Highest point: Bukit Timah, with an altitude of 162 metres. 

Rivers: Singapore, Rochor, Kallang, Geylang 

Flag: Two horizontal stripes, a red above a white. The red stripe represents 
equality and brotherhood; the white stripe represents purity and virtue. 
On the top-left-hand side of the flag is a white crescent moon and five 
white stars representing democracy, peace, progress, justice and equality. 

National Anthem: Majulah Singapura (Onward Singapore) 

Industries: Electronic products and components, refined petroleum and 
products, chemicals and chemical products, metal products, 
transportation equipment. 

Imports: Food products, manufactured goods, mineral fuels, machinery and 
transportation equipment. 

Exports: Chemicals, mineral fuels, manufactured goods, machinery and 
transportation equipment. 

Climate: Tropical; hot and humid year-round. Daily temperature range between 
20°C and 30°C+. Wettest months between November and January. 

Straits: Strait of Singapore and Strait of Johor 
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Name: Date: _______ _ 

I SINGAPORE AT A GLANCE I 

0 Use the information in the text to complete the following: 

Population ·····························------ Currency ___________ _ 
Head of State ________ Area _____________ _ 

Highest point ·····························----- Climate ____________ _ 

Anthem ·················-------- Location ____________ _ 

0 LIST the heading under which the following would be located: 

Singapore ---------------------------
Hot and humid year-round ____________________ _ 

Chinese, Tamil, Malay and English ····-------------------

4 000 000. 

Parliamentary Democracy ··················------

Christianity; Hinduism; Islam ----·------------

Rochor, Kallang and Singapore ··--------------------

137 kilometres north of the equator __ _ 

Republic of Singapore ___ -----·----------------

Refined petroleum products ····----------------------

0 WRITE: The height of Bukit Timah ........... . 

Daily temperature range ··········--

% of population with Chinese heritage ····························----------
Length of the island of Singapore __ _ 

Colours on the flag ·····----

Width of the island of Singapore ············------

0 TRUE OR FALSE? 

There are four official languages in Singapore. ························································--···················--

The Head of Government is the President. ·········--

The Singaporean flag has two vertical stripes. ·---------------

There is a $10 000 dollar note in Singaporean currency. ____ _ 

Food is imported in to Singapore. ________________ _ 

The length of the island of Singapore is 23 km. ___ _ 

Singapore is connected to Malaysia by a 1 km causeway. __ _ 

A white crescent moon and seven white stars are on the flag of Singapore. __ 

0 DISCUSS the purpose of the 'Singapore at a Glance' text. 

0 CREATE an 'Australia at a Glance' fact file. 

0 COMPARE both fact files. 
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Name: Date: 

I TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL IN SINGAPORE I 

Because Singapore is close to the equator; the weather is generally hot and wet 
throughout the year. Singapore does not experience cold weather, although it rains 
quite often. Rain may fall heavily on one day and last only a short while. 

.. •., On other days, rain may be light but last the whole day. ,<• .. , 

Singapore has a high average monthly rainfall. The table and 
graph show the average monthly rainfall in Singapore. 

Month Rainfall 
(mm) 

AVERAGE MONTHLY RAINFALL IN SINGAPORE 
350 

Jan 159 
Feb 104 
Mar 139 

300 

l 250 

.s 200 

Apr 171 
May 160 
Jun 139 

.E 
150 

~ 100 

~ 
50 

Jui 152 
Aug 155 
Sep 136 
Oct 142 
Nov 276 

0 
Jon Feb Mm Apr May Jun Jui Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Dec 341 

Study the graph and table, then answer the following questions. 

1. What is the unit of measurement for rainfall? ........................................ ·--··························· 

2. Which is the wettest month of the year? ··············------· 

3. How much rain falls in the wettest month? __ _ 

4. Which month is the driest? ..................... _____ _ 

5. How much more rain falls in the wettest month than in the driest month? 

6. Which months have an average monthly rainfall of between 100 mm and 150 mm? 

7. How many months are there with more than 200 mm of rainfall each? 

............................................................ These months are ........................................................... and······----· 

8. How much rain falls in August ............................. : ....................................... ; April ................................................................... ? 

9. Which months have an average monthly rainfall of between 150 mm and 160 mm? 

10. How much less rain falls in June than in November? 
Sequence the months of the year in order from driest to wettest. 
Total the average monthly rainfall amounts for the year. 
Compare Singapore's average monthly rainfall with Darwin's average monthly 
rainfall. 
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Name: .................................................................... ___ Date: 

I TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL IN SINGAPORE I 
Singapore has a high average temperature. The table and graph below show the average monthly 
temperatures of Singapore. 

AVERAGE MONTHLY TEMPERATURES OF SINGAPORE 
Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jui Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Temperature (°C) 26-7 27-2 27-7 28-0 28-3 28-4 28·1 27-9 27-8 27-6 27-0 26-4 
40 

35 

- -- - ~o ' - - . - -
G 

30 
26.7 -,, ,? .I .. v -~ ".v ·11.u 26.4 

~ 25 
Cl) 
~ 

::, 20 ~ e 
Cl) 

15 0. 
E 
~ 10 

5 

0 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Jon Feb Ma, Ape May Jun Jui Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

0 Use the information in the table and graph lo compllete the following about tjmperal 
tures in Singapore: minimum temperature ; maximum temperature 

0 What is the difference between the minimum and maximum temperatures? 

0 The month with the lowest temperature is 

0 The month with the highest temperature is , ............. 

0 Arrange the temperatures for October, November, August, February, September 
and March in order from COOLEST to WARMEST . 

.............. .................... , .. , ............. ..................................... ..... . ... 

0 Write a statement about your observations of the temperature in Singapore . 

...... ................. 

0 Compare temperatures of Singapore with temperatures of Darwin. 

* Read the CLIMATE table. Choose true or false for each of the following statements. 

CLIMATE • The sunniest month is December .. 
• The wettest month is February .. 

Average temperature Day: 31 'C Night: 23'C 
• Average humidity is 85% .. 

Average humidity 85% 
• Average night tern perature is 22°C .. 

Average rainfall 2360 mm 
• Average day temperature is 31°C. 

North-East December to February - cooler, • December to February are part of 
monsoon season windier (40 kph) months with 

the South-West monsoon season. 
higher rainfall 

• Highest recorded windspeed occurred South-West June to September - drier, less 
monsoon season windy (20 kph) conditions in the inter-monsoon periods. 

Inter-monsoon April to May; October to • Drier and windier conditions occur during 

periods November - a few early morning the North-east monsoon season .. 

thunder storms occur (highest • Average rainfall is 2360 mm .. 

recorded windspeed: 144 kph) • 20 kph winds occur during the 

Sunniest month February South-west monsoon season .. 

Wettest month December • The windier months of the year are 
December, January and February .. 

* DISCUSS meanings of temperature, climate, humidity, average, monsoon. 
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Name: Date: 

SINGAPORE THE LAND 
This piece of text is about the land in Singapore. Some parts of the writing have been left out. Choose the best answer to 
fill in the gaps. Circle the word to show your answer. 

Singapore is an island located at the •••• most tip of the Peninsula Malaysia in SEA. 

To the north it is linked to Malaysia by a 1 kilometre•••• over the Johor Straits. To 

the south, across the •••• of Singapore, lies Indonesia. Situated approximately 137 km 

north of the equator•••• climate is tropical with high average temperatures 

and humidity tempered by a prevailing cool sea breeze. The •••• rains 

fall from November to January•••• the north-east monsoon season. Intermittent 

showers provide welcome relief from the heat •••• the year. Singapore's 

combined total landmass is 647-5 sq. km. The territory consists of the••••, 

42 km in length and 23 km in width and sixty tiny islands of•••• more 

than twenty•••• inhabited. 

Geographically•••• the island can be divided into three regions: the central hilly 

region of Bukhit Timah, Bukit Gombak and Bukit Mandai; the western region •••• 

hills and •••• extending towards the north-east and the flat eastern region 

which extends from Katong to Changi. The largest river on the •••• is the 

15 km long Sungei Seletar. In the built-up areas, the •••• drainage 

system of rivers •••• been replaced by man-made concrete channels. 

Singapore's highest point, Bukhit Ti mah Hill, is 163 m •••• . Much of the 

island lies within 15 m above sea level and the •••• is generally flat 

with the •••• of a few cliffs. Reclamation works and swamp 

clearance have altered the coastline but .... islands surrounding the 

mainland offer sandy •••• . 

southern suthern suothern 

courseway causeway coarseway 

Straights Straits Strats 

Singapore's Singapores' Singapores 

heayyest heaviest heavest 

juring during durring 

thoughout throughout thoughtout 

maneland mainland meanland 

which witch whitch 

were are is 

off of for 

vallies valleys valley's 

islands iland island 

naturool natral natural 

have has had 

hight high height 

cost caost coast 

exseption excepshion exception 

meny manny many 

beeches beachs beaches 
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SOME PLACES TO VISIT IN SINGAPORE 

1 

i ~· 
(:!~~~ 

0 ~~ ~~· 
m ~ i., ~ 

4 

Ill Place of interest 

-- E~prnaway 

=O= Mass Rapid Transit Syatom 
(MAT) 

> 
lo 

; _ _;, Reservoir !i. 

\"'? 

, i 
i 
' 

Write the coordinates for: 
0 Night Safari ___ _ 

OJurong Bird Park ___ _ 

0 Botanic Gardens ___ _ 

0 Mt Faber ___ _ 

·;~ .. :~~J;iJ~~,~~JL~lf \,~2f.l1s~ 
<-o.., - --- . ..l , ·. 

o.,. ----!.· . 
Name the place(s) of interest 
located at the following coordinates: 

' .· ~. 0 I (b Y~r:t .. ·. >';: .,,I C3 

;~ +:~IE2 _____ _ 

j 1 5lf'lga.Pore 

5tra.i\ 9 

b 2 
:L--1 

B3 ________ _ 

c2 ________ _ 

C1 ________ _ 

t B1 ________ _ 

B2 ________ _ 

------IC1 ________ _ 
'D3 _______ _ 

C3 _______ _ 

6 !S 10km 
I ii I 

0 Sentosa ____ 0 Singapore Science Centre ___ _ 

0 East Coast Pathway ____ 0 Pan Island 

0 Fort Canning Park ____ 0 Changi International Airport ___ _ 

0 Kranji War Memorial ____ 0 Bukit Timah Nature Reserve 

0 Singapore Zoological Gardens ____ 0 Haw Par Villa 



!SINGAPORE: SYMBOLS OF IDENTITY! 
Singapore became a state in 1959 when it achieved self-government. British symbols 
were replaced by Singapore's national symbols. 

Singapore had, for the first time after over one hundred years of British rule, its own 
national flag, state crest and national anthem. Each feature of Singapore's National 
Flag and State Crest has a special meaning. 

The government continued to use these symbols after Singapore gained Independence 
in 1965. 

THE NATIONAL FLAG 

The crescent 
moon represents 
a young nation _::,,,
on the rise. 

The five stars 
represent democracy, 
peace, progress, 
justice and equality. 

ITHE STATE CREST I 

The lion 
represents 
Singapore. 

The red represents 
universal brotherhood 
and the equality of 
man. 

~----t- The white represents 
purity and virtue. 

The tiger represents 

◄<1c-- Singapore's 
historical links 
with Malaysia. 

'Majulah Singapura' means 'Onward Singapore'. 

I THE NATIONAL ANTHEM I 
Majulah Singapura 

Mari kita rakyat Singapura 
Sama-sama menuju Bahagia 
Cita-cita kita yang mulia 
Berjaya Singapura 

Mari/ah kita bersatu 
Dengan semangat yang baru 
Semua kita berseru 
Majulah Singapura 
Majulah Singapura 
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Onward Singapore 

We, the people of Singapore 
Together march towards happiness 
Our noble aspiration 
To make Singapore a success 

Let us all unite 
In a new spirit 
Together we proclaim 
Onward Singapore 
Onward Singapore 



!SINGAPORE: SYMBOLS OF IDENTITY! 
Other national symbols were created after Singapore gained Independence. 

THE PLEDGE 
We, the citizens of Singapore, 
pledge ourselves as one united people, 
regardless of race, language or religion, 
to build a democratic society 
based on justice and equality 
so as to achieve happiness, prosperity 
and progress for our nation. 

OUR SHARED VALUES 
0 Nation before community and society 

above self. 
0 Family as the basic unit of society. 
0 Community support and respect for the 

individual. 
0 Consensus, not conflict. 
0 Racial and religious harmony. 

THE NATIONAL FLOWER 
Yanda Miss Joaquim, an indigenous hybrid (between Vanda teres 
and Vanda hookerana), was first discovered in the Singapore garden 
of Miss Agnes Joaquim in 1893 and registered in the same year. 

It was chosen from 40 other contenders, including some 30 
orchids, particularly because of its qualities of resilience and year
round blooming. 

THE SINGAPORE LION SYMBOL 
In the 1980s an art competition was held to design a logo that would best represent the 
characteristics of Singapore. 

The winning logo, the Lion Symbol, represents courage, strength and excellence. 
The name Singapore (Singapura) means 'Lion City'. 

The red and white 
represent national 
colours. 

II SINGAPORE II 

,-
Progress 

Equality 

Justice 

* DISCUSS and COMPARE Australian and Singaporean symbols of identity. 
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Name: ............. __ ---······· Date: 

How to make the flag of Singapore 

Materials 
* 2 sheets of white A4 paper 

* 1 sheet of red paper 

* 1 crescent moon-shaped template 

* 1 star-shaped template 

* 1 straw 

* scissors, glue, sticky tape 

Directions 
1. Fold one sheet of white A4 paper in half 

landscape (top to bottom). 

2. Measure and cut a strip of red paper the same 
size as half of the white A4 paper. 
Cut 2 red strips. 

3. Paste a red strip of paper on the top half of 
both sides of the white sheet. 

4. Trace two crescent moon shapes and 10 star 
shapes on the unused sheet of white paper. 

5. Cut out the crescent moon and star shapes. 

6. Arrange the moon and star shapes on the 
hoist side of the flag. Paste on the shapes. 
Repeat on reverse side. 

7. Tape the straw inside the folded white paper. 

8. Paste the white paper's edges together. 
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Name: Date: 

SINGAPORE 
Read the clues to help find the words in the grid. Circle or colour letters. 
Write the words in the spaces l:>eside the meanings. 

L I 0 N C I T y M D 0 s 
A R p N A s I p A V E s 
s A 0 A N E I R N J 0 H 
s s R 0 T p K A D u R I 
I D K L 0 E A y A s F 0 
A'' I B I N R M E R w H I 
V H A M E F p R I s A T 
I C T A s u 0 M N I A N 
D R I T E M N A T E M A 
H 0 K K I E N T R A F F 

0 Singa Pura means ________ . 

A I 
A K 
0 R 
A N 
0 D 
T E 
A y 

G A 
s E 
L E 

0 A kind of spring roll filled wii;h turnips, pork, beansprouts and noodles. ______ _ 

0 The official Chinese dialect in Singapore. _______ _ 

0 The name of the cake eaten at Chinese New Year. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ It is made out of 
glutinous rice flour, water and sugar, and is steamed in a round mould for several hours. 

0 Other Chinese dialects spoken include _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and ________ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ is called the 'King of Fruits'. 

0 The Malay word for village. ______ _ 

0 These items are sold in shops in the Kampong Glam area: 
_____ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and ________ _ 

0 The language spoken by most of the Indians in Singpore is _____ . 

0 This item of clothing worn by Indian women is 5.5 m long. ___ _ 

0 Rice flour pancakes eaten with curry sauce. ____ _ 

0 A yoghurt drink. ____ _ 

0 Singapore's National Flower is an ______ . 

0 Barbecued meat served with spicy peanut sauce. 

0 Forl:>idden food for Muslims. ___ _ 

0 The Malay word for rice. ___ _ 

0 The most important Buddhist celebration. _ _ _ _ _ Day 
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0 The little earthenware oil lamps that are lit and put near front doors, on balconies and window 
sills during the Hindu festival of Deepavali. ___ _ 

0 The man who established Singapore as a British trading base. 

0 The Straits of _____ separate Singapore and Malaysia. 

0 The original name of Singapore. ______ _ 

0 Red and _____ are the colours on the Singapore flag. 

0 A major import. ___ _ 
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I Chicken Satay with Peanut Sauce I 
Satay is a well-known Malay dish. Small pieces of marinated beef, chicken or 
mutton are threaded onto thin bamboo sticks, barbecued and served with a spicy 
peanut sauce. The Satay Club stallholders, located at Clarke Quay Singapore, sell 
sizzling sticks of satay in the evenings. Each satay stick costs 40 cents. 

INGREDIENTS 
8 chicken breast fillets 
2 tablespoons light soy sauce 
2 teaspoons lime juice 
2 teaspoons sesame oil 

Soak bamboo skewers in water for 
at least 10 minutes before using. 
This helps prevent the skewers 
from burning during cooking. 

METHOD 

PEANUT SAUCE 

100 g roasted unsalted peanuts 

3 spring onions, chopped 

2 cloves garlic 

1 teaspoon curry powder 

1 teaspoon ground cumin 

½ teaspoon ground coriander 

1 tablespoon honey 

2 teaspoons light soy sauce 

1 cup water 

. "~.:~::.~t-:,\/i ... 
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1. Cut chicken fillets into long, thin strips 
and thread onto 24 skewers. 

2. To make Peanut Sauce: 
Combine peanuts in a food processor with spring onions, 
garlic, curry powder, cumin, coriander, honey, soy sauce and 
water. Blend until smooth. Pour into a saucepan, stir over a 
medium heat for a few minutes or until sauce is reduced and 
thickened. 

3. Cook chicken satays under preheated grill (or on BBQ-plate) 
for 3 to 5 minutes on each side, or until just cooked. During 
cooking, brush satays with combined soy sauce, lime juice and 
sesame oil. 

4. Serve immediately with hot Peanut Sauce. 
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I Chicken Satay with Peanut Sauce I 
Carefully read the recipe for making Chicken 5atay with Peanut Sauce. 
Answer the following questions by colouring in the correct circle. 

1. Satay is a well-known dish from 

@ New Zealand @ China 

© Malaysia @ Ireland 

2. Small pieces of beef, mutton or 
chicken are served with a 

® sweet peanut sauce 

@) salty peanut sauce 

© savoury peanut sauce 

@ spicy peanut sauce 

3. During cooking the satays are 
brushed with 

@ soy sauce, vinegar and 
peanut oil 

lime juice, vinegar and 
hoisin sauce 

sesame oil, lime juice and 
soy sauce 

honey, water and lime juice 

4. Soaking bamboo skewers in water 
prevents them from 

@ breaking @ cracking 

© burning @ splitting 

5. The spices used in the Peanut 
Sauce are 

@ cumin, oregano and 
curry powder 

@ coriander, cumin and allspice 

© curry powder, cumin and basil 

@ cumin, coriander and 
curry powder 

6. The long, thin strips of chicken are 
threaded onto 

@ 32 skewers @ 28 skewers 

© 24 skewers @ 16 skewers 

7. Ingredients used to make the 
Peanut Sauce include 

@ honey, water, garlic and eggs 

@ peanuts, cumin, bay leaves 

© 
@ 

and honey 

spring onions, peanuts, milk 
and garlic 

garlic, soy sauce, peanuts 
and water 

8. The Satay Club in Singapore is 
located at 

@ BoatQuay 

@ Raffles Quay 

© Harbour Quay 

@ Clarke Quay 

9. The cost of a stick of satay from the 
stallholders at the Satay Club is 

@ 90 cents @ 50 cents 

© 70 cents @ 40 cents 

10. The recipe for Chicken Satay 
with Peanut Sauce is an 
example of a 

@ narrative text 

@ discussion text 

© procedural text 

@ description text 
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LCHICKEN SATAY WITH PEANUT SAUCE 
0 Correctly sequence the sentence stripe for making the chicken eataye and peanut sauce. 

0 Read each sentence strip carefully, CUT OUT and REASSEMBLE, check accuracy then PASTE sentence 
stripe into the correct order. 

k-------------------------------------------------------

Thread the long, thin strips of chicken onto the bamboo skewers. 
---------------------------------------------------------

Cook the chicken satays under a pre-heated grill for 3 to 5 minutes on each side. 
~---------------------------------------------------------

Combine the soy ScVJ9e, lime juice and sesame oil in a bowl. 
~------------- ·------------------------------------------

Combine peanuts, garlic, spring onions, curry powder, cumin, coriander, honey, soy sauce 
and water in a food processor. 

1-----------------------------------------------------------

When cooked, serve immediately with hot peanut sauce. 
1----------------------------------------------------------

Cut the chicken fillets into long, thin strips. 
~--------------------------------------------------------

Brush the satays with the combined mixture of sauce, juice and oil during cooking. 
1-----------------------------------------------------------

Pour the blended peanut mixture into a saucepan and cook over a medium heat until thick. 
1---------------------------------------------------------

Blend ingredients in the food processor together until smooth. 
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Name: .... ,. _________ _ Date: _______ _ 

Read the information about the Seri Nonya Restaurant, then answer the questions. 

0 MATCH information with the correct heading: 
Malaysian and Singaporean Trading Hours 
Open 6 days Contact phone/fax number 
9525 0036 Type of cuisine 
Seri Nonya Location 
561 King sway, Miranda Restaurant name 

0 TRUE or FALSE? 
-The Seri Nonya Restaurant is open for lunch from Tuesday- Sunday. 

- Cuisine from Malaysia and Singapore is made at the restaurant. ___ _ 

- The Seri Nonya Restaurant is closed on Sundays. 

- The Restaurant is open 6 days a week. __ _ 

- Dinner is available from 5:00 - 10:00 pm. 

- It is cheaper to buy takeaway than to eat in at the restaurant. 

-The phone and fax numbers are the same. ___ _ 

-The restaurant is located at 561 Kingsway, Maroubra. ___ _ 

- Lunch is available between 11:30 am and 2:30 pm six days a week. ___ _ 

0 Use a dictionary to find the meanings for 'authentic', 'tradition', 'cuisine'? 

0 DISCUSS and EXPLAIN the meanings of 
- 'A taste in tradition' _______________________ _ 

- 'authentic Malaysian and Singaporean cuisine' 

0 You are at Miranda Railway Station. Mark in the most direct route from the station 
to the restaurant. 

0 RESEARCH the word NONYA and NONYA CUISINE. 
Present this information in a report. 

,r 

SERI NONYA ... c~) 
RESTAURANT~ 

AUTHENTIC MALAYSIAN & 
SINGAPOREAN CUISINE 
"A TASTE IN TRADITION" 

561 Kingsway, Miranda 2228 
B.Y.O. 

Phone/Fax: 

9525 0036 
Trading Hours: 

LUNCH 
Wed - Sunday 11.30am - 2.30pm 

DINNER 
Tues - Sunday 5.30pm - 10.00pm 

CLOSED MONDAYS 

OPEN6DAYS 
10% ON TAKEAWAY 

MIRANDA 
RAILWAY 
STATION 

!'J ~I ffi ~----,,-;-----::-----.J ~ WESTFIELD 
~ URUNGA PARADE MIRANDA 
z ,----_:__~=::_- ~ 
0 2 
~ WESTFIELD "' l MIRANDA 

THE KINGSWAY 

1v~o1 mJ 
WEARE ,,?f 

HERE I 
Prices are subject to change without notice. 

,. 



Name: Date: .......................................... . 

JURONG BIRD PARK 
The Jurong Bird Park is a 20-hectare home to more than 8000 birds from 
600 species. Many of the birds fly free in a two-hectare walk-in aviary that 
features a 30-metre high man-made waterfall. 

JURONG BIRD PARK 
!ZI Sector62 

AGE GUIDE 
All ages 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm. 
Weekends and public holidays 8 am to 6 pm 

ACCESS WITH STROLLER 
Getting into the park is easy. Look out for 
the lift available to the Panorail (you can even 
wheel your stroller onto the train). 

COST 
Entrance fee: 

Adults - $10-30 
Children (3-12 years) - $4-12 

Panora ii: 
Adults - $2-50 
Children - $1-00 
Family Package (parents and up to 
three children) - $20-60 
3-Tier Family Package (parents, grand
parents and up to three children) -
$30-90 

Friends of the Birds annual family member
ship is available for $51-50 (includes parents 
and up to three children). 

This gives you unlimited access to the 
bird park, a 50% discount on the Panorail, 
and various other discounts. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
The Panorail is a good place to start, as it 
gives you a good view of the park and takes 
you to the waterfall enclosure. 

If you arrive early, you could have 
Breakfast with the Birds between 9 am 
and 11 am. 
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There is a large children's playground 
next to the picnic grounds; consult the 
free map for directions. It includes Little 
Tikes equipment suitable for toddlers. 
However, this is not ideal when it's sunny, 
as there is very little shade. 

The penguin enclosure is always a hit with 
children and is a good place to cool off! 

You could also try the Thunderstorm 
at the South-East Asian Birds exhibit, 
which takes place every day at noon, and 
the All Star Bird Show at 11 am and 3 pm 
daily. 

You can watch birds being fed throughout 
the day. 

FACILITIES 
Fold-down baby changing tables are 
available in the ladies' toilet next to the 
playground and in the main foyer. High
chairs are available at McDonalds. 

FOOD AND DRINK 
Mc Donalds is near the main entrance, and 
there are kiosks around the park selling 
snacks and drinks, where you can sit in 
more scenic surroundings. There's also a 
picnic area. 

IF WET 
Most of the park is inaccessible if it's 
raining heavily, as there are only a few 
shelters. However, the Penguin Parade 
enclosure and Macaw Courtyard are under 
cover and will entertain most children for 
a while. 

There are audiovisual shows at noon, 
1 pm and 2 pm. 



Name: Date: _______ _ 

JURONG BIRD PARK 
* DISCUSS and EXPLAIN the purpose of 

the subheadings--------------------------

* WRITE the subheadings under which the following information would be located: 

Breakfast with the Birds ______ _ Monday to Friday 
9 am to 6 pm -----

Baby changing tables are available ................ __ Adults - $10,30 

Kiosks sell snacks and drinks _____ _ All ages _______ _ 

* WRITE the 
- opening hours for weekends and public holidays ___________ _ 

- cost of the Family Package ·····································---

- highlight you could experience between 9 am and 11 am ________ _ 

- name of the show that is on at 11 am and 3 pm daily ________ _ 

- times you could watch the audiovisual shows ····-------------
- options available during wet weather _______________ _ 

- exhibit that is always a hit with children ________________ _ 

* LIST some of the facilities that are available for toddlers and young children. 

* NAME the package and LIST the cost: 
- parents, grandparents, up to three children _______ _ 

- parents, up to three children _____________ _ 

- unlimited access to the Bird Park for parents and up to three children 

* WRITE the cost of a ride on the Panorail after a 50% discount for adults 

................. for children ....................................................... . 

* LIST the options for buying food and drink in the park. 

* MATCH meanings: inaccessible 

daily 

annual 

once a year 

not able to get in 

happens every day 

* This text is an ----········· and has been written for _____ _ 

* DRAW a picture of yourself having Breakfast with the Birds. 

* DESIGN a poster advertising the Jurong Bird Park. 
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I TOWARDS MODERN SINGAPORE I 
Cut out and correctly sequence the events that have led to modern-day Singapore. 

1963 Singapore became part of Malaysia 
-----------------------------------

1947 The Singapore Progressive party (SPP) was formed. ·its leaders '" 
were CC Tan, John Laycock and NA Mallal. They felt Singapore 
needed more time to prepare for self-government. 

1824 The population of Singapore had increased to about 10 000. 

1965 Singapore left Malaysia and became an Independent country. 
The Republic of Singapore was born. 

-------------------- -------------
1954 The Labour Front Party (LF) was formed. It was led by a lawyer 

named David Marshall. This party wanted self-government for 
Singapore. 

1821 Major William Farquhar was left in charge of the British trading 
settlement. He encouraged people from other countries to trade 
and settle in Singapore. 5000 people lived on the island. 

1959 Britain gave Singapore Independence. Lee Kuan Yew became the 
first Prime Minister. 

1819 On 28 January 1819 a fleet of British ships arrived at the island of 
Singapore. Sir Stamford Raffles and the Sultan of Johore agreed 
to make Singapore a British trading post. 

------------------------------------

1942 Singapore was invaded and occupied by Japan for 3½ years. 

1867 The Straits Settlement became a British Crown Colony. 

1945 The Japanese surrendered. The British resumed rule of Singapore. 
------------------------------------

1954 The People's Action Party (PAP) was formed and led by a lawyer 
named Lee Kuan Yew. This party wanted British rule in Singapore 
to end quickly. It wanted Singapore to be ruled by its own people. 

1800s Singapore was ruled by the Sultan of Johore. 
Less than 200 people lived on the island. 

1826 Singapore became part of the British Straits Settlements with 
Malacca and Penang. 
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I TOWARDS MODERN SINGAPORE I 
TRUE OR FALSE? 
* The Labour Front party was led by David Marshall. 

* Lee Kuan Yew became Singapore's first president. 

* Japan occupied Singapore between 1942 - 1945. 

* Before 1819 less than 200 people inhabited the island 
of Singapore. 

* Major William Farquhar made an agreement with the Sultan 
of Johore to establish a British trading post in Singapore. 

* The British regained control of Singapore in 1945. 

* Singapore became part of Malaysia in 1965. 

* Singapore gained Independence from Britain in 1959. 

* The Singapore Progressive Party wanted the country 
to be ruled by its own people. 

* By 1821 the population of Singapore had increased 
to 10 000. 

* During the early 1800s Singapore was ruled by 
the Sultan of Johore. 

* Lee Kuan Yew was the leader of the People's Action Party. 

* Singapore became an Independent country in 1965. 

* A fleet of British ships arrived at the island of Singapore 
on 28 January 1819. 

* Penang, Malacca and Singapore were part of the British 
Straits Settlements. 

* Sir Stamford Raffles and the Sultan of Johore agreed 
to make Singapore a British trading post. 

* CC Tan and NA Mallal were the leaders of the Labour 
Front Party. 

* The first Prime Minister of Singapore was David Marshall. 

* Major William Farquhar encouraged people from other 
countries to trade with and settle in Singapore. 

* The Labour Front Party and the People's Action Party both 
wanted British rule in Singapore to end quickly. 

* The Republic of Singapore began in 1965. 
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Name: Date: 

NATIONAL DAY 
0 Locate and circle the mistakes in this piece of writing about National Day. 

0 There are thirty (30) mistakes to find. 

On the 9 august, 1965 Singapores Prime Minister, Lee Kuan Yew, declared the countries 

independence. Singapore celebrates national day on that date each year. Singaporeans are proud 

of there nation and look forward to each National Day. Week's before the national holiday, many 

Singaporeans fly the red and white flags outside their homes School's, factorys shops and other 

buildings are decorated with large colorful banners displaying many of the nations symbols including 

the Vanda Miss Joaquim orchard and the crest. National Day is celebrate by Singaporeans all over 

Singapore. It is a time four everyone to rejoice together and celebrate the success off Singapore as 

a nation. The highlight of the National Day celebrations are the National Day Parade. Held either at 

the Pandung or the National Stadium, the parade includes bands, dancers decorated flaots laser 

shows and militery displays performed by comunity and cultral groups and military peronnal. 

Volunteers from the police, goverment departments, military and private organisations spend many 

months preparing for this avent. the National Day Parade is broadcast live one television. A 

spectacular firework's display ands the celebrations 

0 Design banners for National Day in Singapore and Australia Day in Australia. Select appropriate symbols. 



SINGAPORE: Crucible of Culture 
Marshall Leaver 
I am an Australian with an Anglo and 
Celtic heritage, but my early childhood 
was different from many of the people 
I grew up with because I lived my first 
five years in Singapore. As a result of 
this experience, I grew up back in 
Australia in a home where we regularly 
enjoyed South East Asia 
foods, where our house was 
decorated with furniture and 
art from across Asia, where 
friends from overseas would 
visit, and where my parents 
would speak Bahasa Malay 
when they didn't want us kids 
to overhear their comments. 
My life was one that had an 
understanding and apprecia
tion of what Asian cultures 
had to offer. However, most 
of my friends in the street 
where I lived did not have 
such things in their lives. 
Their focus never seemed to 
go much beyond the street 
where we lived. 

My life experience has 
undoubtedly affected my 
opinions and values. The 
formative years of my child
hood saw me experience not 
only the process of social-
isation within my family, but also the 
two distinct processes of enculturation 
in Singapore and in Sydney. These 
experiences have certainly impacted on 
my sense of who I am, what I believe 
and how I perceive the world. A 
distinct example of this is my attitude 
to colonialism. I have a distinct 
memory, certainly embellished by my 
father's recounting of the events, of an 
episode during the Merdeka (Freedom) 
Rallies at the time of Malaya striving 
to gain Independence from Britain. 

My father and I were travelling 
through Singapore in our chauffeur
driven black car. We turned a corner 
and there before us was a large group, 
who were marching and proclaiming 
Independence from Britain. They were 
quickly all around our car, peering in 
and aggressively shaking the vehicle up 
and down. It made little difference that 
we were Australians. and that my father 
was working for an American 
company: Singer Sewing Machines. 

The issue was one of cultural 
dominance by one civilization over 
another. At that moment it seemed to 
all come to a head, in a confrontation 
which expressed the struggle to end the 
colonial era. The chauffeur and my 
father became really concerned that the 

Merdeka Rally 

crowd could really run amok. Fearful 
thoughts shook my father, imaging the 
petrol cap on the car being unscrewed 
and the car being torched. He became 
really concerned for our safety. 
Suddenly the crowd seemed to melt 
way, as a column of the Gurkhas was 
seen marching towards the disturbance. 
This regiment of the British Army was 
much feared as an elite unit, recruited 

The author with car 

from Nepalese hill tribes, and the crowd 
fell back as they marched through. 
However, one demonstrator started to 
pluck up courage and began to jeer at 
the soldiers. Without missing a stride, 
the nearest soldier unsheathed his kukri 
blade and slashed the man across the 

chest, and again sheathed the 
weapon without missing a 
stride. The implicit power of 
the British Empire was evi
dent to all. The demonstra
tion scattered and we travelled 
home. 

Long after Malaysia 
(which then included Singa
pore) achieved Independence 
in 1957, the intensity of that 
memory and the way my 
father told the story, has 
always allowed me to appre
ciate the significance of the 
colonial experience in a 
personal way. 

Today my knowledge 
and understanding of colon
ialism is influenced by these 
memories. These experiences 
embrace an era of history, 
which still has profound 
influences on politics, 
principles and the lives of 

people today. 
Despite being the 'rich white folk' 

with a chauffeur, a gardener and 
various servants to help manage our 
large house and grounds in Cornwall 
Gardens, I certainly did not bring from 
that experience a sense of superiority 
over the people who were part of my 
life. In fact, my mother often 
complained that I was never keen to sit 
down to dinner with her and Dad, as I 
was never hungry. I had always spent 
so much time playing with the servants' 
children who lived on the property and 
I usually shared meals with them. My 
love of eating rice and spicy food 
certainly goes back to these days. But 
I am grateful that my parents felt 
comfortable with my intercultural 
playmates, as there were still many 
'Whites Only' institutions in Singapore 
at that time. 

Why were my family ready to 
embrace people of other cultures? The 
Australia we moved away from was a 
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conservative culture, 
generally Anglo-centric, and 
still affirming a sense of 
identity formed after a recent 
history of war in Asia, and 
with Japan. Many of the men 
ofmy father's generation still 
harboured very negative 
feelings regarding the 
Japanese, in particular. My 
father was in the Army 
during World War II. 
However, his experience was 
in many ways unusual. 

He described himself as a 
'Rainbow Soldier', which 
meant he enlisted towards the 
end of the war as a very 
young man and effectively 
'came out after the storm' 
(like a rainbow). He was part 
of the Occupation Forces in 
Japan. He was stationed near 
Hiroshima and saw a side of 
warfare that left him with a strong sense 
of compassion for the Japanese people. 
I remember his words to me as we 
watched television documentaries 
about the war. 

While the commentary would vilify 
the dead Japanese soldier being shown, 
my fathers would remind me: 'Don't 
forget that the mother of that soldier 
loved him.' The words seemed in sharp 
contrast to the post war perspectives on 
feelings towards the Japanese. 

View from Miyajima 

My father's experience of wit
nessing the effects of the destruction of 
Hiroshima where clearly very formative 
in his life and these values inevitably 
influenced me. These experiences 
certainly encouraged perspectives on 
'Asia' that were uncommon in 
Australia. 

In 1988, when I travelled to Hiro
shima on a Ja pan Foundation spon
sored educational tour, my father was 
very keen to see photographs of the city. 

The scene above is of the 
view towards Hiroshima, 
framed by the famous Torii at 
Miyajima and in this and other 
photographs my father was 
thrilled to see images of ferris 
wheels and new buildings. He 
seemed reassured that life was 
much better there. I can't 
appreciate the Hiroshima of 
his memories, but I can 
remember the compassion he 
felt for the victims of war. We 
need 'Rainbow Soldiers'. 

Retracing these influ
ences in my life, via Singapore 
and Hiroshima and Sydney, it 
seems a clear path was there 
for me. Although subjects like 
Asian Studies, Bahasa 
Indonesia or Japanese 
language were certainly not 
part of the school curriculum 
landscape in Australia during 

the 1960's, my life experiences and 
upbringing were to be really significant. 
When I made my subject choices at 
university I had the opportunity to 
study Asian History and Sociology. 
Subsequently my work as an Asian 
Studies teacher has seen me continue 
the journey of developing intercultural 
understanding. I'm still learning. 

IPEACEI 

SINGAPORE: Culture of Caution, 
or just a truly fine city? 
Catherine Bowe 
Singaporean culture is very much like 
miak, a delicious local mixed salad that 
is eaten as an appetiser. Singapore's 
diverse cultural heritage has resulted in 
a way of life that forms that rich canvas 
of a rich social fabric. Most of the 
people of Singapore are descendents of 
immigrants from the Malay Peninsula, 
China, the Indian subcontinent, and Sri 
Lanka. While there is a distinct local 
identity) many still retain their customs. 
practices and festivals in a curious mix 
of the modern and the traditional. 

I have just returned from a short 
trip over to Singapore to visit my 
brother, who is one of the many 

expatriates working in the one-city 
country, enjoying the extremely high 
standard of living and diverse culture. 

Expatriates in Singapore are 
generally happy about the quality oflife 
(although they grumble about the arts 
scene and local media), enduring the 
high costs of consumer goods, as well 
as a relatively strict censorship of 
information and media coverage. All 
the daily newspapers, including the 
most popular English paper The Strait 
Times, are published by the Singapore 
Press Holdings group, while the tele
vision is dominated by the Media Corp. 
of Singapore. 
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However foreign papers are freely 
available if you want to spend S$14 for 
a two-day-old Sydney Moming Herald. 

Before Raffles came to Singapore, 
the Chinese, Arabs and Indians had 
already moved there. After Raffles 
came, people of all races quickly made 
their way there. 

By 1911, Singapore had 250 000 
people of 48 races speaking 54 lan
guages altogether. The Chinese form 
76% of Singaporeans and have brought 
with them their festivals, food and 
strong fan1ily ties. I went to Chinatown 
to get a feel for the Chinese culture. 
There are traditional shop houses and 



temples, as well as craftsmen at work. 
Chinese New Year is an especially large 
celebration, with a four-day weekend to 
help fit in all the activities. 

The Malays make up 15%, with 
their strong sense of community, their 
spicy food, and Islan1ic religious values. 
f,-rab Street provides. a peek into the 
Muslim way of life. I was aniazingly 
impressed with the Sultan Mosque and 
the colourful silks and fabrics. 

The Indians, comprising 6-5% of 
the population, are famous for their 
strong sense of family, remarkable 
curries, and striking religious festivals 
like the Tamil New Year in mid-April. 

Thaipusam is another Hindu fostival 
popular with Tan1ils. This is the festival 
where Indians walk several miles carry
ing kavadis that pierce their bodies -
to thank their gods for answering their 
prayers. 

Little India is a fine place to learn 
about the Indian community. Small 
shops selling silks, garlands, jewellery 
and spices may be found there along 
with the Sri Veerama Kaliama,1 and Sri 
Sri11vasa Perumal temples. 

Singapore has reputation as a Fine 
City with a cul!ure c~f caurion. 

Singapore is an unbelievably clean 
city, so clean that you could even eat 
from the ground- and that is only a 
slight exaggeration. The reason for 
Singapore being the cleanest city in 
world is that there is no one who would 
ever think of littering and risking the 
hefty S$1000 fine. 

Singapore is also the city with the 
lowest crime rates in the region. But 
this is not surprising, with such extreme 
penalties. such as death. for drug 
traffickers carrying as little as 500 g of 
marijuana. 

It is also a great country if you want 
to make a few million dollars in the 
public service without having to steal 
a thing! Enter politics or the civil 

service in Asia's richest economies 
where heads of government, ministers 
and top bureaucrats are showered with 
high salaries and lavish perks to draw 
top-calibre talent and deter corruption. 

Analysts say it is no accident that 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Japan are 
reputed as having Asia's cleanest and 
most efficient governments. 

Singapore's Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong was earning more than one 
million US dollars during the economic 
boom in 2000-compared with George 
W. Bush who earns $400 000 a year, 
Tony Blair on $262 000, and to the 
lower side of the scale in the Philippines 
where President Gloria Arroyo receives 
an annual salary of just $24 000. 
Arroyo's ousted predecessor Joseph 
Estrada is currently on trial for alle
gedly plundering $80 million during 
just 30 months in power. 

Feng s/111i is also very much a part 
of life, business and love in Singapore. 
The Lion City's (the English translation 
of Singapore) location in Asia, at the 
tip of the Malay Peninsula, is 
apparently blessed with goodfeng shui, 
which explains why there are many 
tycoons and no typhoons. 

Feng shui is the ancient art of 
geomancy, which originated in China 
and dates back at least 5000 years. It 
is assimilated into the architecture and 
interior design of buildings that span 
the globe. Feng sl111i is incorporated 
into the homes of film stars, bankers 
and stockbrokers from London to New 
York, and they swear by it! People in 
Hong Kong breathe it! But Singapore 
encapsulates it in every part of its way 
of life. 

The Hilton Hotel, for exan1ple, once 
had statues of two life-sized warriors 
indoors. To lessen the qi energy, which 
was too strong, the warriors were 
moved outside. The Conrad Inter
national Hotel has the number 13 on 

its entire fa9ade. The number is 
considered lucky in Jeng slzui because 
it sounds like 'guaranteed to prosper' 
in Cantonese, sup sum. 

The popular shopping centre Wis
ma Atria at Orchard Road is coloured 
in a shimmering blue to represent a 
large aquarium. Water, when used the 
right way, is a powerful force in Jeng 
slzui. That's why you'll see many 
buildings, from homes to hotels to 
offices, with water features. The water 
must always be clean and moving. 

Banks. Money. Wealth. These are 
the institutions that are most likely to 
have called Jeng slzui masters to walk 
around their premises, geomancer 
compass in hand (that dates back to the 
Qing dynasty 1644-1911), and advise 
what's best for raking in the profits. 

At Raffle's Place, the building of 
the Overseas Union Bank has very 
sharp edges pointing at United Over
seas Bank. A sharp edge facing you is 
not good. To counter this, UOB built 
a fa9ade resembling a chef's chopping 
board to neutralise the negative qi 
coming from the sharp edges. 

Nearby Standard Chartered Bank 
not only faces the same sharp edges, 
but also the buttocks of Fernando 
Bolero's Bird, sculptured in bronze in 
1990, which nestles ponderously on the 
banks of the Singapore River. To 
counter this indignity Standard has 
slanted almost everything in it's 
building: the entrance staircase, every 
tile, ceiling, plant and window. 

Singapore is a country that is 
unique in every way. Whether its good 
fortune has been a result of positive 
energy or expensive officials doesn't 
matter-it has something that is too 
rare in this world: a true appreciation 
for life. 

Happiness and pride in their 
country comes through blindingly in 
everything they do. 
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THE MANDALA 
A symbol for wholeness 
Michelle Cooper 
Timeless, all embracing, 
the mandala is one of the 
great symbols of human 
experience. 

Its concentric structure 
suggests the passage from 
state to state, from the 
material to the spiritual; its 
centre is eternity. 

The mandala is both a 
universal symbol and a 
symbol of the universe. 

But its use in the rituals 
and liturgies of various 
religions and cults is only 
part of its whole signifi
cance: it is also a balancing 
of centrifugal and centri
petal forces, combining 
beginning and end. 

It is the ultimate 
symbol of wholeness: its 
centre is unity, equidistant 
from every point of the 
outer curve of the circle. 

As a diagram of the 
cosmos, as a representa
tion of a sense of whole
ness with the rest of the 
universe, the mandala has 
relevance and meaning way 
beyond the liturgies of 
Hinduism and Buddhism. 

People of widely di!~ 
fering cultures and historic 
periods have been drawn to 
the universality of its 
circular form, to its unique 
power in satisfying our 
longing for perfection. 

The pattern of a 11u111da/11 
can be found in the sciences, 
religion and arts. 

+ 
+ 
+ 
0 
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The mandala in nature 
The basic pattern of the circle with a centre is found 
in nature and is seen both in physics and astronomy. 

On this planet, 
living things are made 
from cells. Each cell 
has a nucleus - all 
circles with centres! 

/ 

-l~ 

i I , / 

/ 
/ 

The crystals that form ice are made with atoms. 
Each atom can be viewed as a mandala. 

Flowers, spiders' webs and tree rings all reflect 
the mandala pat.tern. 



The mandala in art 
'Mandala' is the Sanskrit word for circle. 

In religious art, the mandala is used to symbolise 
wholeness-the circle of eternity. 

The mandala pattern is 
used in many religious 
traditions•.'· Hildegard von 
Bingen, a Christian nun in 
the twelfth century, created 
many beautiful mandalas 
to express her beliefs. 

In the Americas, 
Indians have created 
medicine wheels and 
sand mandalas. 

The Aztec calendar 
was used both as a time
keeping device and for 
religious expression. 

In Asia, Tibetan monks create sand mandalas to 
demonstrate the impermanence of life in their spiritual 
practices. 

In ancient Tibet, the monks created intricate 
mandalas with coloured sand made from crushed 
semi-precious stones a..s part of a spiritual practice. 
The tradition continues to this day as the monks travel 
to different cultures to demonstrate the creation of the 
mandala and to educate people about the culture of 
Tibet. 

The creation of the sand mandala takes many days 
to complete. Each nwndala contains many symbols 
that must be perfectly reproduced each time the 
mandala is created. 

In the Islamic world. the use 
of ancient geometry, particularly 
the circle, is very important, as 
constructions and designs are 
filled with symbolic, cosmo-
logical and philosophical significance, 
which often patterns entire surfaces. 

The mandala in architecture 
The idea of a structure built around a circular centre 
is a common theme throughout architectural 
history. 

Ring of 72 stupos 
I 
I 

Buddhist stupas, Muslim mosques, Christian 
-- -- cathedrals and 

many modern 
buildings ( e.g. 
geodesic domes) 
make use of the 
symbolic and 
structural 
strength of the 
circle. 

REFERENCES: 

Art T7zrough the Ages, 
6th edition 

Sacred Symbols: Mandala 

A Histo,y of Modern Art 

Mandala - The Architecture 
of Enlightenment 

Islamic designs - British 
Museum pattern books 

Mandala internet site 
http://mandalaproject.org 
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MANDALA TASKS 
Artmaking - personal 1na11dala 
0 Complete a small intricate design using concentric circular forms. 

Add personal symbols, created to represent different stages of 
your developing life. 

0 Create a balanced design using formal symmetry, keeping 
your design structure on a north, south, east, and west axis. 

Remember to turn your circle as you add your symbols, 
so that symbols on opposite sides of the circle will face 
each other. 

0 Block in negative spaces to complete 
the balanced design. 

Your artwork will be a series of 
chapters- like a book-which tells your 
life story, in symbols, but in a circular 
radiating form-11 1111111d11l11! 

Begin the first chapter in the centre 
and then build out from there. 

Historical and critical studies: 
The Spiritual Journey 
The source of inspiration for many religious/ 
spiritual artworks has been 'the journey' -
a symbol of a spiritual path taken by 
individuals or groups. 

Frequently these artworks take the 
symbolic form of the circle representing 
perfection, completion, the divine being, 
with no beginning and no end. 

Many such artworks are called 1111111d11l11s. 
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RESEARCH TWO ARTISTIC 
TRADITIONS that use the 1111md11lit 

( one an Eastern and one a Western 
tradition) to record spiritual 
journeying and ideas of spirituality. 

INCLUDE IN YOUR RESEARCH: 

1. Visual examples ( sketch, 
photocopy, digital image) one 
from each tradition. 

Write an analysis using the structural 
frame. 
- How has the artwork been 

constructed/composed? 
- What materials have been used? 
- What is the scale of the work 

and is the size important? 
- What symbols have been used 

and why? 
- Is colour used symbolically? 

2. Write an paragraph using the cultural 
frame. Detail the influences on the 
individuals/cultures which created 
these artworks. 
- What story does this spiritual 

artwork tell about the time 
during which it was created? 

- Consider time and place, politics 
and economics, class and gender. 



FESTIVALS IN SINGAPORE 
Malay 
The Malays in Singapore trace their 
origins to Malaya, Java, Sumatra, 
Sulawesi, and even Arabia. For the 
Malays it is important for the practice 
of adat (traditional customs) to be 
upheld at all times, beginning at birth, 
through circumcision, marriage, and 
finally funeral rites. 

Pottmg Jambul (Hair-shaving and 
ground-touching ceremony) 
Every newborn Malay baby has its 
head shaved, and its feet are gently 
touched to the ground for the first time. 
According to Malay belief, it will hence
forth be safe from all evil influences. 

Malay wedding 
With head bowed in maidenly modesty, 
the bride awaits the bers1111di11g, which 
refers to the bridegroom and bride 
sitting together on the bridal couch or 
pe/11111i11. Meanwhile the groom is 
being escorted from his house to the 
bride's house. 

This colourful ceremony, where 
bride and groom are queen and king 
for the day, follows the akad nikal, or 
solemnisation of the marriage. 

Chinese 
Chinese form the largest ethnic com
munity in Singapore. They came to 
Singapore in the nineteenth and twen
tieth centuries from provinces of South 
China. particularly Guangdong and 
Fujian. 

The Chinese congregate in clans 
and dialect groups - Cantonese, Hok
kien. Teochew. Hainanese. Hakka. 
These strong ciao and family ties. and 
their observance of traditional customs, 
are evident during occasions of birth, 
weddings, funerals, and the many 
festivals celebrated through the year. 

Child's First Month celebration 
lo some households the 11H111 yue (full 
month) is celebrated thirty days after 
a child is born. On that auspicious day 
incense is burnt and food is offered to 
one's ancestors and those deities wor
shipped at home. It informs the ances
tors of a new addition to the family, and 
appeals to the spirits to protect the child. 

Chun lie (Chinese New Year or 
Spring Festival) 
This is the most important and joyous 
celebration for the Chinese. 

It is a time for reaffirming family 
and kinship ties. Family reunion din
ners, visitations among relatives and 
friends and the exchange of gifts- all 
these activities remind the Chinese of 
the importance of the family. 

Chap Golz Mei or First Full 
Moon (Yuan Xiao) 
This festival marks the culmination of 
the Chinese New Year celebrations. As 
the full moon shines in all its splendour, 
the Chinese celebrate with colourful 
lantern displays and processions. 

Chinese wedding 
This grand occasion starts with pinli, 
the custom of presenting gifts to the 
bride's family as a token of engagement. 

The shang 1011 or ·styling the hair' 
ceremony is held on the eve of the 
wedding. The bride's and groom's hair 
is symbolically combed by a person 
who enjoys two 111i11g (good fortune) 
and has a living spouse, many children 
and grandchildren. This ritual is be
lieved to ensure matrimonial together
ness and bountiful posterity for the 
couple. 

The centrepiece of the marriage 
ceremony is the tea ceremony. The 
bridal couple offers cups of tea to the 
senior members of the fan1ily, thus pay
ing respect to their seniors. Conducted 
at the groom's house, this ritual authen
ticates the acceptance of the bride as 
the newest member of the family. 

Indian 
Indian immigrants arrived in Singapore 
from the mid-nineteenth century. Most 
of the early migrants came from South 
India. Some came from North India, 
while others are from Pakistan, Bangla
desh and Sri Lanka. 

Their strong sense of cultural 
identity and religious practices add to 
the rich heritage of Singaporeans. 

Deepal'illi (Festival of Lights) 
Deepavali means rows of lamps. It 
symbolises the triumph of light over 
darkness, or good over evil. Many 
stories abound as explanations for the 
origins of this festival. 

According to one legend, Krishna 
vanquished Naraka, an evil monarch, 
while another says that Vishnu hum
bled the ego of Bali, a king inflated with 
power. These legends share a common 
theme-that divinity conquers demoruc 
powers. egotism and pride. 

On this auspicious occasion, homes 
of Hindus are aglow with gentle lights 
and colourful garlands in celebration of 
Deepavali. 

Hindu wedding 
The bridal couple is seated before the 
altar. Banana shoots and mango leaves 
are placed in front of them- for pros
perity and long life. 

As the priest offers prayers for the 
marriage, the groom ties a saffron 
string around the bride's neck. A gold 
pendant, tali, is attached to the string. 

Then they walk around tbe altar 
three times - which signifies they are 
married in the eyes of God. 

Peranakans 
The Peranakans belong to a small 
unique group of Chinese descendants 
in Singapore. They are also known as 
Straits-born Chinese. 

Descended from early Chinese 
traders, they settled in the Strruts Settle
ments of Malaya and Indonesia from 
the sixteenth century and intermarried 
with local Malay and Indian women. 

They developed a unique way of life 
that is a blend of Chinese and Malay 
or Indian cultures. However they 
retained their Chinese religious beliefs 
and customs. 

Permutkmz weddings 
Chief among the preliminary rites is 
chiu thcw, the purification rite and 
initiation into adulthood. This rite is 
conducted early in the morning of the 
wedding day. 

Under guidance from the sang k/zek 
um, an elderly woman schooled in the 
rules of etiquette governing marriage, 
the pageboy performs part of the c/ziu 
tlta11 rite. He goes through the motion 
of combing the bride's hair as she sits 
facing the sam kai, the high altar, and 
the door -indicating that she is going 
to leave for another home. 

The bridal couple meets ceremon
ially, in some instances for the first 
time, during the c!tim pang ritual on the 
wedding day. 

Upon hearing the haunting and 
poignant strruns of the seroni music, the 
bridal couple meet and move into the 
bridal chamber. 

There the bridegroom unveils the 
bride and beholds his wife. 

Ill 
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SAY A PRAYER: These places of worship 
offer an insight into Singapore's spiritual side 
Multiracial Singapore is home to 
numerous temples, mosques and 
churches with gloriously fine 
architecture steeped in history. 

CHINESE TEMPLES 
Chinese architecture, especially that 
seen in temples, centres around 'har
mony' and 'balance', with emphasis on 
symbolism. The result is often a rhyth
mical flow of space that expertly shows 
off fine craftsmanship. 

The Kong Meng San Phor Kark See 
is the largest temple complex here, with 
immense tranquil space and splendidly 
decorated Chinese pagodas. 

The great national monument Lian 
Shan Shuang Lin Monastery translates 
into 'twin groves of lotus mountaio'
the place of Buddha's birth and death 
under the Bodhi tree. 

Tan Si Chong Su, a well-preserved 
ancestral Hokkien temple, was built in 
1876. Itis said to have excellent.fe11g shni. 

The focal point at Sakya Muni 
Buddha Gaya Temple is a Buddha 
draped in lights and a giant Buddha 
footprint inlaid with mother-of-pearl. 

The much-revered Thian Hock 
Keng is the oldest and most important 
Hokkien temple. Completed in 1842 
and recently restored. it's a fine exan1ple 
of exquisite Chinese craftsmanship. 

CHURCHES 
The city's most prominent churches 
were built in the city's early colonial 
period. 

The oldest, the Armenian Church, 
is regarded as early-Singapore architect 
George Coleman's masterpiece. 

Nearby, the Cathedral of the Good 
Shepherd is the oldest Catholic church 
here. It was completed in 1846 and " 
designed by Dennis McSwiney, clerk to 
Coleman. 

Two streets away the magnificent 
early Gothic-style St. Andrew's Cathedral 
was consecrated in 1838, then rebuilt 
after being struck by lightning in 1852. 
Its glossy white exterior is the result of 
a mixture of shell lime, egg white and 
sugar. 

In 1825, Father Francisco cia Silva 
e Maia founded the Portuguese Mission 
on the site where St . .Joscph's Church 
now stands. Completed in 1912. it 
boasts beautiful staineci-gla.ss windows. 

HINDU TEMPLES 
Hindu temples are rich in symbolism. 
Gods and age-old mythology are carved 
on the walls, lending them a rich, 
decorative effect. The gopuram, or the 
tower at the entrance, is covered with 
the figures of gods so devotees may say 
their prayers without stepping into the 
temple. 

The imposing Sri Mariamman 
Temple is Singapore's oldest Hindu 
temple. It's also where the annual fire
walking procession takes place. 

66 ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS JOURNAL 

Sri Thandayuthapani Temple is 
famous for the 48 glass panels that 
cover the roof of its ccurtyard and shrine. 

The Singapore Institute of Archi
tects gave the Central Sikh Temple a 
design award in 1986. It's the chief 
place of worship for the island's 15 000 
Sikhs. 

MOSQUES 
Islamic mosques are usually minimally 
adorned and often decorated with ab
stract, geometric designs. Mosques are 
the focus of religious activities, as well 
as social and educational programs. 

The Sultan Mosque, with its 
impressive gold dome, was built in 1824 
at a cost of only $3000. It has expanded 
over the years and now has extensive 
grounds. 

The Abdul Gafoor Mosque in Little 
India is noted for a framed family tree 
that traces the lineage of Muslim 
prophets. 

Hajah Fatimah Mosque, construc
ted in 1946, is unique because its struc
ture is not particularly Middle Eastern. 
It claims several architectural influ
ences leaning towards a British flavour. 

SYNAGOGUES 
The island's two synagogues (both Sep
hardi) are the nucleus of the small and 
closely-knit Jewish community. But 
only the Victorian-style Maghain Aboth 

. Synagogue is used regularly for religious 
observance and communal gatherings. 
Founded in 1878, Singapore's first 

: synagogue was rebuilt and enlarged in 

J 1925. 

ij- Note: Visitors should observe proper 
1 etiquette when visiting places of 
: worship. Dress appropriately 

(no sleeveless shirts and shorts). 
Some places require you to leave 

your footwear at the door. 




