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ASIA NE 
0 Genetic testing of villagers in 
a remote part of China has shown 
that nearly two-thirds of their DNA 
is of Caucasian origin, lending 
support to the theory that they may 
be descended from a 'lost Legion' 
of Roman soldiers. 

The village of Liqian is on the 
fringe of the Gobi Desert in the 
area of the ancient Silk Route. 
Many of the villagers have green 
or blue eyes and long noses, even 
fair hair. It is believed that Roman 
Legionnaires settled there after 
deserting from a battle in 
53 BCE between the Romans led 
by Marcus Crassus and a large 
force of Parthians (modern Iran). 

Professor Yang Gongle of 
Beijing Normal University said 
because this area was on the Silk 
Road, there were many chances for 
transnational marriages. 

0 Despite the global recession, 
Indonesia had a growth rate in 
excess of 6% last year. If these 
economic gains continue, there 
are significant ramifications for 
Australia. Our near neighbour is 
the world's fourth largest country, 
friendly to the West, and one of the 
few nations which has embraced 
democracy. It also has the world's 
largest Muslim population. 

0 The world's largest megacity 
is Greater Tokyo (34·2 m), second 
is Guangzhou (25 m), and third is 
Seoul (24· 5 m). 

s 
0 From 1 January this year, 
crude oil is being pumped from 
the Siberian city of Skovorodina 
to Daqing in north-eastern China. 
The pipeline transports 15 million 
metric tonnes of oil each year. 
Previously, all oil from Russia 
came by rail. 

0 China has twelve cities with a 
population above 5 million, and 
has roughly 600 million urban 
residents. This is expected to rise 
to one billion by 2030. Shanghai 
is redeveloping the Expo site with 
an eco-friendly zone of parks, 
conference and convention centres, 
as well as pedestrian-friendly retail 
and commercial spaces. 

Renewable energy-mainly 
wind and solar-will be the 
primary source of power. 

All new construction will 
use eco-friendly materials, some 
recycled from the demolished 
pavilions. A recent study has 
found that Chinese cities that have 
embraced sustainable growth have 
actually grown their economies 
more quickly than those that had 
ignored environmental issues. 

0 China invests in Africa 
China's trade with Africa grew 
tenfold in the past decade, totalling 
$ 106 billion in 2008. Its largest 
partner there is resource-rich 
Angola, where bilateral trade 
figures grew from $1·6 billion in 
2000 to $17 billion in 2009. 

I Wish I Knew, a film by Jia 
Zhangke, is a history of the city of 
Shanghai told through interviews 
with past and present residents. 

Many recent representations 
of Shanghai zip straight from the 
era of rickshaws to that of maglev 
trains. However, this focuses on 
only two periods: the middle to 
late 1940s and the 1960s to 1970s. 
It includes several subjects talking 
about their suffering during the 
Cultural Revolution. 

0 India is becoming the fastest 
growing alcohol market in the 
world (19% in the last five years), 
worth $US25 billion a year. With 
more disposable income, the 
middle classes and the poor have 
more time to spend on leisure. 

The Indian Alcohol Policy 
Alliance estimates that there 
are as many as 62 million 
drinkers. Mahatma Gandhi railed 
successfully against the 'evils' of 
alcohol, saying it ruined health 
and destroyed families. Only 
Gandhi's State of Gujarat remains 
prohibitionist. The people of the 
lndus Valley were fermenting 
alcohol in 2000 BCE. 

0 Indonesia's CO
2 

emissions 
Indonesia is the world's third 
largest emitter, mainly because of 
the effects of deforestation and the 
destruction of its carbon-rich peat 
lands. In 2000 emissions were 267 
million metric tons; in 2008, up to 
434 million metric tons. 

from the Editor's desk ... 
This Journal is a response to the National History Curriculum. We have attempted to present some ideas 
for teachers who may find this area challenging. In this issue we have an extensively researched piece on 
the History of World Trade Routes developed by Cec White. 

In our contemporary, globalised world, students need an understanding of how the current position 
developed over centuries, the influence of the European colonial powers, and the impact of the economic 
shift in the twenty-first century from Europe and the US to Asia (China, India, Korea, Japan, etc.). 

There are two excellent units by Julie O'Keeffe-one for Year 4 and another for Year 6. We also have 
various units and activities for Years 7-10 in Business, History and Trade. 

To begin this Journal we have a dedication to Peg White, who passed away on 27 April, written 
by Jennifer Curtis. Peg will be sadly missed by us all, 
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VALE-Or 
It is with sincere sadness that the 
Asia Education Teachers' Associa
tion announces the passing of Dr 
Margaret White, OAM. 

Peg was a Life Member of 
the Asia Education Teachers' 
Association, and has been its 
backbone since inception nearly 
forty years ago. 

Peg's lifelong resolve was to 
ensure that all kids were taught 
intercultural communication so that 
they had the skills to value cultural 
diversity, observe and understand 
cultural difference, recognise 
cultural similarities, and live in 
harmony with their neighbours. 

Peg's award-winning Doctorate 
of Education titled Crossing the 
East-West Divide: New Perspectives 
on East-West Interaction and her 
Order of Australia medal, both 
in intercultural understanding, 
is a testimony to her vision that 
education provides the vehicle for 
a peaceful, loving world. 

Peg's analyses of issues around 
studies of Asia, as well as global 
concerns, were always correct. Peg 
saw things from a different and 
insightful perspective, thought of 
the big picture and of generational 
impacts, and never compromised 
her values and attitudes towards 
people and peace. Even recently, 
Peg was a prolific writer about 
those issues most important to her. 
She was a wonderful contributor 
to the AETA journal, over many 
decades. The Chinese Way, 
Australia '.s Relations with Asia, and 
Understanding China are but a few 
of Peg's books-still being used 
in our schools today. Peg wrote 
the rationale for the International 
Studies syllabus, now in many 
NSW Secondary schools since its 
inception only a few years ago: 

http://www.curriculumsupport. 
education .nsw .gov .au/secondary/ 

hsie/international_studies/index.htm 
Peg, as a member of the AETA 

Executive, was our counsel at 
times; our guru; and a role model 

argaret White, OA 
in marriage and friendship. Peg 
really showed us what integrity, 
dignity, modesty, determination 
and scholarship look like. 

To Peg's family, please know 
that her pioneering work will 
continue through all her friends 
at the Asia Education Teachers' 
Association, as well as through 
the books and articles that she, and 
Cec, have written. This literature 
will always be relevant and valued 
works for teachers and students 
everywhere. 

Further, all of us will be working 
hard to achieve Peg's mantra and 
aim, as written on the front cover 
of every journal our Asia Education 
Teachers' Association publishes
to develop in every student the 
skills of intercultural understanding 
in order to: 

VALUE CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
IN A NETWORKED WORLD 

What follows is the story of 
an incredible pioneer, Peg White, 
and her influence on Asian Social 
Studies-interviewed some years 
ago by Jennifer Curtis. 

PEG'S STORY 
Peg's father was a migrant from 
Scotland, coming to Australia at 
21 years of age in 1922 after he 
served in the Occupation Forces 
in Germany following World War 
I. He had had no formal secondary 
education. Peg's mother was a 
sixth generation Australian, her 
father the Shire President. Peg, 
the middle of three children, spent 
her beginning years of schooling 
at Willoughby Infants School and 
Willoughby Public School. 

Peg's Primary examination 
results were such that she was 
able to attend North Sydney Girls' 
High School in the following year: 
1943. Even though it was wartime, 
to Peg NSGHS was a wonderfully 
broadening experience, both 
intellectually and culturally. 'I 
studied hard and I enjoyed it.' 

She received her final results 

in I 946 and achieved excellence 
in all subjects but French, 'which 
to me was outside the world of my 
experience and of no relevance'. 
Years later, in 1982, Peg would 
address, this failure by studying 
Japanese and gaining a High 
Distinction from the Armidale 
Advanced College of Education. 

Whilst Peg didn't apply for 
a teacher scholarship, she was 
offered one for The University of 
Sydney. This scholarship incurred 
a four-year study period and an 
additional five-year bond 'which 
was considerable for the times'. 
Once again, Peg did not take up the 
opportunity: 

For our family, me accepting the 
scholarship to study at The University 
of Sydney was just out of the question 
because I was a girl, and my younger 
brother should have the right to that
so I went to secretarial college instead. 

In 1946, the day after Peg 
finished her Leaving Certificate, 
a gentleman named Cecil White, 
hereafter Cec, visited Willoughby 
Presbyterian Church to help design 
the Carillion. Cec was twenty-one 
and Peg was sixteen years of age. 
Cec and Peg married in I 950 when 
Peg was twenty years of age. 

Marrying her husband had a 
huge impact on Peg's life. In fact, 
Peg identified that meeting Cec 
was the first of five noted 'turning 
points' in her life. Soon after their 
marriage, Peg and Cec became 
a family of five with the births of 
Lynette in l 95 l, Robert in 1954 and 
Fiona in 1959. 

Whilst Peg had been brought up 
in a church environment for both 
religious and social purposes, it is 
Cec she credits for developing her 
religious thinking and objectivity, 
and defining what in fact Christian 
values were, and how such values 
could be imparted to their own 
family. 'Love one another' was 
their simple mantra. To ensure 
that her family exercised these 
values, Peg instilled in her three 

2 rmrlil JOURNAL OF THE ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 



young children the importance of 
religious tolerance and intercultural 
understanding-at a time when the 
White Australia Policy was still 
central to Australia's immigration 
goals. 

Religious tolerance was part of my 
kids' upbringing from their early years 
too. 'A new commandment I give unto 
you: that you love one another.' But 
their Christian upbringing did not at 
all reflect the Australian government's 
White Australia Policy. 

Together, early in their married 
life, they made the decision for 
Peg to pursue her goal of going 
to university. At university, Peg 
painted a life picture of juggling 
being a university student, a 
wife and a mother. Macquarie 
University opened in 1967. The 
university was close to where she 
lived. Peg's children were at the 
local public schools at the time. Peg 
embarked on a four-year teaching 
degree at Macquarie University, 
beginning with a Bachelor of Arts 
and concluding with a Diploma in 
Teaching. Teaching was inevitable 
for Peg because 'it was the only 
career that fitted in with the family 
path'. 

In Peg's first years of the 
Bachelor of Arts course, she was 
given a scholarship for fees. This 
was important to her as it meant 
that she could continue in full
time study without having to earn 
additional money for the household 
and her growing family. Peg 
summarised some of the pressures 
created at this time of her life: being 
a mother to three children; a wife 
to an engineer beginning to travel 
to Asia as part of his job; as well 
as herself embarking on full-time 
study. 

It was not easy, but life was stimu
lating for us all, despite disapproval by 
members of the community who did 
not want me to go to university and 
neglect my children. 

The subjects Peg chose to study 
for her degree were influential to her 
thinking. They were Economics, 
Geography, Psychology, and 
History. Peg recalled that it was in 

the international field of her chosen 
subjects, such as international 
trade, money and finance within 
economics for example, that 
she started to move into a world 
perspective. She considered 
seriously the vitality of Australia 
being part of a region and world, 
rather than the Eurocentric views 
prevalent to Australians for so 
many years before then. Being at 
university, she began her pathway 
towards this global outlook. This 
second 'turning point' impacted on 
her personal values and attitudes as 
her professional identity evolved. 
Furthermore, the broadening of 
her values and attitudes to include 
an international perspective was to 
impact on her teaching. 

Peg became one of Macquarie 
University's first graduates, 
completing her Bachelor of Arts in 
1969. This was also the third year 
of the Asian Social Studies syllabus 
taught in NSW Secondary schools. 

Peg was able to begin teaching 
in 1970, whilst still completing her 
Diploma in Education. Personal 
circumstances made this decision, 
as Peg explained: 

I couldn't afford to stay at university 
any longer as our elder daughter 
was starting Medical Studies at The 
University of Sydney and Robert, in 
his senior years of high school, would 
soon be studying Veterinary Science. 
(Fiona, Peg's younger daughter, 
particularly, followed in her mum's 
footsteps, studying International 
Relations, speaking Chinese. She 
has forged a career in diplomacy and 
international policy.) 

For Peg, her first year of being a 
teacher was tough, in an 'all boys' 
school in metropolitan Sydney 
where caning was an accepted 
policy: Peg recollects that there 
were only three female teachers in 
the school at the time. 

In 1971, Peg was transferred 
to Cumberland High School. This 
began her long association with 
Asian Social Studies and her career 
pathway. Peg also began writing 
about what she considered were 
important issues in education. 

In 1976 she wrote: 
The seeds for writing this paper were 
sown in the late 60s [sic] and early 
70s [sic) when I developed a vague 
sense of uneasiness about the school 
curriculum my own teenage family 
was being taught. The quality of 
the teaching was excellent, but the 
curriculum was not reaching out far 
enough to prepare them intellectually, 
socially and personally to adjust to 
the powerful changes emerging in 
our society and in our international 
relations. 

The entire emphasis was on a large 
body of factual material, much of 
which was outdated even before it 
was presented-with the knowledge 
explosion taking place. Any attempt 
to initiate skills that would interrelate 
the various subjects was beyond the 
scope of the curriculum and therefore 
ignored; as a result, the transfer effect 
of coordinating various aspects of 
information and issues was not being 
developed. 

Skills which assisted in developing 
flexibility and adaptability were not 
emphasised as they did not relate to 
any subject, and we all know what 
is the responsibility of all becomes 
the responsibility of none. Methods 
that would have enabled students 
to reason out and form their own 
values, judgements and decisions 
were dismissed because discussion 
and expression reduced the teacher's 
control of the group. 

These types of skills, which I was 
endeavouring to develop in the family 
environment, were all being drawn 
from the range and methodology of 
the Social Sciences. Thus I became 
committed to the social education of 
adolescents, using the whole range 
of content and method of the Social 
Sciences, for I believe here lies the 
hope that anxiety, confusion and 
uncertainty can be reduced in solving 
personal problems and social issues 
which have no known solutions. 

We do not want changes in education 
merely as fashionable innovation and 
window dressing, or to bring personal 
prestige. However, when a society 
undergoes rapid changes and pursues 
a zigzag path of uncertainty and 
confusion as it searches for thoughtful 
direction, we as members are all 
involved, irrespective of whether we 
choose to be included. To survive and 
reduce the resultant distresses we have 
to function with thoughtful, reasoned 
and flexible adaptability. 
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Again, in 1978, Peg wrote of the 
influence teachers have on the 
students they teach, outlining her 
own principles. These principles 
influenced her enactment of Asian 
Social Studies: 

My values and attitudes determine 
my selection of the areas of 
knowledge, skills and sensitivities 
to be investigated. I can't list all of 
the values and attitudes which I hold 
that influenced my selection, but I am 
aware that my choice is, to a degree, 
subjective. Some of my guiding 
principles are: 

• I read widely to catch up with the 
reality of the region, both in terms of 
knowing what is happening and about 
the attitudes of the people. 

• I believe that we must break down 
fears, buttressed by ignorance, for 
future survival-because they are 
different does not mean that they pose 
a threat. 

• Australians must realise that their 
destiny is inextricably bound up with 
Asia and we must create a climate of 
opinion among students to realise this. 

In the early 1980s, Peg was part 
of the first cohort of teachers 
to graduate with a postgraduate 
Diploma in Asian Studies, including 
Japanese language studies, through 
the Armidale College of Advanced 
Education, NSW. Moreover, she 
was awarded the 'College Medal' 
for her high academic achievement. 
This post-graduate work began 
what was to be a long journey of 
self-learning, research, and the 
publishing of many articles and 
books concerned with teaching and 
learning about Asia. 

For Peg, national and personal 
events across the three decades 
from 1950 were significant to her 
role in teaching about Asia. These 
years included the influence of 
the White Australia Policy. With 
teaching qualifications and home 
support, Peg gained the confidence 
to publicly exercise a different 
perspective about Asia to that 
which surrounded her as she grew 
up, and can be seen to still persist. 
So, commencing tertiary studies 
as a woman, wife and mother, 
expanding her views on Australia's 

role in Asian Social Studies was 
slowly taking shape. 

Peg's teaching career flourished. 
Asian Studies became a very 
important part of hei- school life, 
and her identity. The importance of 
a pedagogical approach consumed 
her in many ways because Peg 
found it difficult to comprehend 
why people were reluctant to 
embrace an interdisciplinary 
approach to Asian Social Studies 
when, to her, it seemed so obvious. 

I was teaching students to reach 
out and become competent in dealing 
with Asia as the trends in globalisation 
were on the way, we were connected, 
and we had to learn to understand the 
perspective of the 'other'. The Asian 
Social Studies syllabuses differed from 
the other syllabuses. It was dealing 
with the reality of the present and the 
future. The others were just not up-to
date in their thinking. 

I lived and breathed Asian Social 
Studies, but there were a lot of tensions 
between Social Science and History as 
to who would teach it so they could get 
the numbers. Historians would only 
teach Asian History and Geographers, 
generally, would only teach Asian 
Geography. The spirit of the syllabus 
was not understood. It was a numbers 
game about power struggles between 
the History and the Social Science 
departments. 

The most significant aspect to 
come out of this time of political 
and intellectual change was Peg's 
involvement with another new 
course to tackle such issues. In 
1981 Peg was invited to be a 
part of the Society and Culture 
Syllabus Committee, whose brief 
was to develop a 2 Unit Society 
and Culture subject for Years 11 
and 12, and examinable in the 
NSW Higher School Certificate 
examination. Peg thought that 
Society and Culture would be an 
excellent 'follow-on' subject for 
the many students who had studied 
Asian Social Studies. She believed 
that Society and Culture was also 
what was needed in a changing 
Australian society. 

Peg had written about this new 
pedagogical approach in 1976: 
... the focus of education must move 

from content alone, to emphasis on 
process to ensure adolescents are 
being trained for responsible living. 
They cannot understand and cope with 
living in a changing world unless 
they have the range of skills of social 
science and the contribution of unique 
material from each discipline. 

Using the interdisciplinary 
approach, an adequate breadth and 
depth of coverage is assured, and an 
international dimension can be added 
to help bridge the crises in human 
relationships we are experiencing. 
The teenager can be trained to 
unceasingly reinterpret, evaluate and 
predict human behaviour in a social 
setting, or in simple terms, learn to 
think. 

A real danger lies in the multidis
ciplinary approach, to the extent that 
vital facets of the content and process 
are ignored, dismissed, unrelated 
or oversimplified, particularly in 
the area of forces that induce social 
change and produce social problems. 
The issues are peripheral to each 
discipline, although fundamental to 
understanding man and society and the 
ramifications in international relations. 

The interdisciplinary approach can 
be viewed as an evolutionary stage in 
education, which enables respect and 
understanding of cultural diversity 
essential to the survival and progress 
of mankind in the 21st century. 

I urge you to consider this approach 
in the light of the future. Don't evaluate 
it on preconceived ideas, difficulties 
in timetabling, lack of resources or 
empire building. These certainly are 
problems, but with planning are not 
insurmountable. 

For the first time, the Society and 
Culture syllabus selected content 
from the range of social sciences. 
Peg explained in her interview: 

Whilst it is recognised that interdisci
plinary inquiry has some limitations, 
it was a newer developmental force 
in education that provided a realistic 
alternative to challenge the dangerous 
limitations of disciplinary subject 
matter. It merged ideas from parent 
disciplines, creating operational part
nerships across disciplines. This pro
vided a relatively straightforward, 
logical and analytical way of making 
sense of our world, to form a newer 
specialised subject, as distinct from 
the splitting of existing fields of know
ledge and ideas into a number of 
narrower subjects. Integration was 
undertaken in ways that did not destroy 
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subject integrity. Comprehensive 
experiences were provided to help 
students contrast their complex global 
environment. It was not possible to 
achieve the intended goals of Society 
and Culture through a substantive 
disciplinary approach. 

For Peg, Society and Culture as 
a senior subject addressed the 
realities of students coping with 
living in, and understanding, 
a changing world. It offered a 
creative combination of subject 
matter and skills with a mandatory 
intercultural dimension. Society 
and Culture further developed the 
same intentions of the Asian Social 
Studies course. Peg saw that Society 
and Culture encouraged personal 
experience to be a legitimate part 
of the acquisition of knowledge 
and identity, and would help bridge 
the crisis in understanding human 
relations now evident in the world. 

Peg and the syllabus committee 
provided a theoretical framework 
through which the aims of Society 
and Culture were to be achieved. 
This included, at the core, the 
development of a Personal Interest 
Project (PIP) - which requires 
students to 'develop skills in 
planning research tasks, devising 
their research instruments, applying 
them, collating and analysing 
data, and presenting their findings 
in a variety of ways to different 
audiences'. 

Peg considered the PIP to be 
crucial for students, as it provided 
an avenue for the acquisition of 
'knowledge and understanding of a 
variety of research methodologies 
and the techniques used to conduct 
research'. 

According to Peg, Asian Social 
Studies provided the 'embryo' 
for the senior course, and many 
students and teachers felt it was a 
natural progression into the senior 
years, which other subjects had, as 
a continuum of learning. 'Sadly 
though, unlike other disciplines, 
the continuum did not begin where 
it should have ... in the Primary 
years.' 

Peg thought that Society and 

Culture made it possible for 
students to study emergent issues 
of regional and global significance 
relevant to their future. Further, 
the subject provided the vehicle 
for students to develop skills to be 
able to acknowledge a common 
humanity among various nations; 
respect and appreciate cultural 
diversity; and work towards an 
outcome of intercultural and 
international understanding. At 
the senior secondary school level it 
seemed that there was now a choice 
in study about society and culture: 

It seemed to be a solution to the 
problem, in an excessively crowded 
curriculum, of how to introduce the 
subject matter and methodologies of 
the newer social sciences. 

As well, 
it became possible to understand the 
contribution of a variety of cultures 
to our Australian identity and to world 
civilisation. 

In 1980, for three years, Peg 
became a part-time Asian Social 
Studies consultant for the Metro
politan West region of the NSW 
Department of Education and 
Training. As part of her role, Peg 
was on a team that re-developed the 
Asian Social Studies syllabus, the 
revision of which was implemented 
in 1985. 

In 1982-83, Peg continued 
her professional learning through 
formal postgraduate studies in 
Asian-Australian relations at 
Armidale College of Advanced 
Education. It was through 
these studies that she especially 
gained a deeper awareness of the 
Immigration Restriction Act of 
1901. She came to believe strongly 
that more intense teaching and 
learning needed to be directed to 
understanding the challenges of a 
national ideal of keeping Australia 
'white'. That issue, alone, 
influenced a tremendous amount of 
her thinking, and hence teaching, in 
the middle years of her career. 

[How do I go about] breaking down 
prejudices and counteracting the 
public images that preyed on people's 
fears, and the lack of knowledge and 

understanding of other cultures? Fear 
had been generated on economic, 
racist, and nationalistic grounds. This 
was against all of my basic Christian 
principles. 

In I 983 Peg was appointed Head 
of Department of a Social Sciences 
faculty at a Comprehensive Secon
dary school. The school cohort 
included 60% of students who 
were from the Islamic Lebanese 
culture. Peg recalled that in 'those 
days' there were very few female 
Heads of Department, and 'most 
of them were in girls' schools'. In 
fact, Peg was the first female in 
the Metropolitan West region to 
be a Head of Department of a Co
educational Secondary school for 
the NSW Department of Education. 
At this school she had to learn 
very quickly to deal appropriately 
with the cultural issues that were 
presented, often through the media 
of the day-'which could be 
extremely racist'. 

Eight years earlier, in 1976, Peg 
had written: 

We as teachers must ask ourselves: 
'Have we prepared them to adjust 
their values and judgements to these 
rapidly changing events?' Surely the 
education system has a social function 
which must not be so rigid that it 
cannot encompass a sense of ongoing 
adaptation. Its curriculum must be 
developed in a flexible framework that 
can bend when the winds of change are 
strong-otherwise everything breaks 
down. 

The need for understanding about 
intercultural communication was 
a void that Peg was determined to 
fill. She viewed travel to the region 
as imperative to the acquisition of 
the knowledge required to do this
turning point three. In fact, her 
extensive travels with Cec to Asia 
over the years had a huge impact 
on her views about Asia, people 
from Asia, and teaching about Asia; 
and this in turn was reflected in her 
postgraduate and doctoral studies. 

Peg's fourth turning point was 
then, in 1981, with her realisation 
that the world of the future needed 
to encompass the wisdom of all 
human traditions. The accessing of 
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accurate knowledge through first
hand experiences, and with balance 
(eg. not only from a Western 
perspective), became an essential 
dimension of Peg's professional 
identity. 

In 1985 Peg was elected the 
first Chairman of the Examination 
Committee for the NSW Higher 
School Certificate 2 Unit Society 
and Culture subject, thanks to, a 
supportive staff and Principal, and 
despite an 'unsupportive Deputy 
Principal'. 

Peg recalled that the two most 
exciting aspects of developing the 
Society and Culture curriculum 
were the 

(i) acquisition, in students, of 
a sense of relationship between the 
past, present and future; and 

(ii) evolution of a structure that 
enabled students to deal with the 
emergent issues relative to society 
and to world civilisation. 

In I 988 Peg and her colleague 
Peter Young co-wrote the book 
Australia's Relations with Asia, 
essentially as a consequence of her 
postgraduate studies and the lack 
of support for teachers to change 
negative attitudes and values 
about Asia. This student textbook 
focused on the acquisition of basic 
skills and concepts to do this. lt 
especially taught students to study 
newspaper accounts and cartoons 
and detect cultural bias. 

Between I 970 and 1995 Peg was 
involved in many future syllabus 
revisions and associated documents 
for both Asian Social Studies and 
Society and Culture. Her last 
one was Studies of Asia Writing 
Brief, in March 1995, for syllabus 
development and implementation 
in 1997. Peg was on the Syllabus 
Committee for this rev1s1on. 
However, the 1985 Asian Social 
Studies syllabus was the last to be 
implemented as a NSW Secondary 
course. The Studies of Asia Writing 
Brief and curriculum development 
process was unexpectedly cancelled 
by the Board of Studies NSW, and 
not reinstated. 

Three years pnor to her 
'retirement', Peg accepted a 
part-time position with the NSW 
Department of Education, Learning 
Material Production Centre, where 
she continued to write material to 
support the Society and Culture 
senior subject. In 1995 Peg 
retired from paid work. However, 
concerned about the emphasis 
on the way intercultural studies 
were disappearing from NSW 
Secondary schools, in 1996, at the 
age of 65, and using the research 
from teaching Asian Studies over 
the many years of her career, 
Peg commenced a Doctorate of 
Education on the topic. This 
became her fifth turning point. The 
doctorate was completed in 1999. 
It was titled Crossing the East-West 
Divide: New Perspectives on East
West Interaction. Her postgraduate 
work was a new contribution to the 
studies of Asia debate in schools. 
Specifically, it had a philosophical 
and ethical agenda to demonstrate 
that intercultural understanding 
can only be developed by valuing 
cultural diversity within a process 
of presenting accurate and thorough 
knowledge through both time and 
space to inform and change values 
and attitudes. Pedagogically, 
this could only occur with a 
transdisciplinary approach to 
teaching about Asia. 

Essentially, her doctorate argued 
that knowledge and values interact. 
In a presentation to NSW teachers, 
Peg spoke of her research: 

Classroom strategies, both content 
and processes, must be informed. 
Perceptions develop from the inte
gration and application of knowledge 
with attitude. Classroom strategies and 
practices designed by the teacher to 
encourage the learner to interact with 
the issues of cultural diversity will be 
central to this process. The preceptual
cognitive lenses that provide insights 
and new understandings across 
cultural borders are created through 
contact with a universe of knowledge 
that can be accessed. If access is 
denied ... it becomes impossible 
to value cultural diversity at a 
meaningful depth ... It follows that if 

values have been constructed through 
inadequate knowledge, experiences 
and memories, then interaction with 
other people, societies, culture, 
environments and technologies is 
inappropriately guided. 

Peg's intention was that her 
doctorate would make a significant 
contribution to the body of know
ledge about Asia, particularly in the 
newly researched and interrelated 
field of religion and science. Peg's 
completed doctorate won the 
Institute of Educational Research 
doctoral thesis award for the year 
2001. 

Three years later, Peg was 
recognised for her outstanding 
contribution and collective work 
in intercultural understanding 
by being awarded an Order of 
Australia medal on Australia Day 
in 2003. Her citation read, in part: 

Dr Margaret Winifred White, for 
service to the community through the 
fostering of intercultural understanding 
through the University of Western 
Sydney. Nepean, 2000. Co-authored 
The Chinese Way. published in I 984. 
Asia Education Teachers' Association, 
founded in 1972; member for 31 years; 
past President, Life Member; keynote 
speaker at conferences focusing 
on intercultural studies; edited the 
International Studies journal. New 
South Wales Board of Studies 
Member of the Committee developing 
Society and Culture Year 11-12 
course, and inaugural Chairperson of 
the Examination Committee for the 
subject; credited with the introduction 
of the Personal Interest Project (Order 
of Australia Committee, 2003). 

This award formally recognised 
the services and commitment 
of Peg, who never backed away 
from her goal for all students to 
value cultural diversity, and for 
teachers to promote intercultural 
understanding in an increasingly 
networked world. This is the 
continuing vision of the Asia 
Education Teachers' Association 
today. 

Peg was v1s10nary in her 
approach to education, and to life. 
She was always many steps ahead 
of mainstream thought. A final 
example of this is her thoughts 
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below, written in 1976, and so 
pertinent today. 

Our responsibility in teaching is 
based on the needs of kids-to ensure 
that they can cope with living in a 
changing world. If we fail to promote 
new approaches.new learning systems, 
new and creative combinations of 
subject matter, merely to preserve 
the power and existence of our own 
empire, then we are not prepared to 
rectify a deteriorating situation and 
should searchingly ask ourselves why 
we are teaching. 

If we refuse to manipulate the time
table imaginatively, then we admit we 
are dominated by a monolithic monster 
which enmeshes us in established 
practice-a mindless holdover from 
the past-that we as teachers can 
contribute nothing to bolder attempts 
to humanise the school or promote a 
sense of purpose, pleasure and worth 
in the individual. We can only be 
servants of a system which promises 
distress, defeatism, destruction and 
bumbling incapacity to deal with new 
forces. 

In 2009, Peg again spoke out: 
How sad that in mid-2009 we are 

still dealing with the aftermath of the 
Cronulla Riots. Cec and I were in 
India at the time [2005) and damaging 
world news indicated, with detailed 
coverage, that the White Australia 
Policy was alive and well. People 
were asking us whether it was safe to 
go to Australia! The Islamic school 
rejection in Camden, in my area [28 
May 2009] indicated to me that 99% of 
the surrounding population supported 
a 'white Australia'. This again hit 
world headlines, and (itJ was at the 
same time that news broke of racial 
intolerance towards Indian university 
students in Melbourne, jeopardising 
our third-largest export earner, and 
even more importantly, damaging our 
overseas reputation further. 

Dr Margaret White, OAM, JP, was 
an extraordinary woman, a pioneer, 
a fine educator who believed that 
intercul tural understanding was the 
key for an harmonious Australia, 
and our future if we were to engage 
with the Asian region. 

It was essentially through the 
teachings of two key syllabuses that 
Peg thought this would most likely 
happen: Asian Social Studies and 
Society and Culture. 

Peg continued writing books and 
articles, presenting at conferences 
and travelling to continue her 
research and understanding of the 
Asian region until recently. 

In fact, this year her final book 
titled Sacred India was published: 
a book about the beliefs of India
and designed to illustrate to students 
that accurate, balanced knowledge 
changes values and attitudes and 
leads to cultural awareness and 
understanding of others. 

Peg is survived by Cec, her 
husband of over sixty years, their 
three children, eight grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 

Kahlil Gibran wrote this 
poignant poem titled 'On Death'. 
In part it reads: 

If you would indeed behold the 
spirit of death, open your heart 
wide unto the body of life. 

For life and death are one, even as 
the river and the sea are one. 

For what is it to die but to stand 
naked in the wind and to melt 
into the sun? 

And what is it to cease breathing, 
but to free the breath from 
its restless tides, that it may 
rise and expand and seek God 
unencumbered? 

Only when you drink from the 
river of silence shall you 
indeed sing. 

And when you have reached the 
mountain top, then you shall 
begin to climb. 

And when the earth shall claim 
your limbs, then shall you truly 
dance. 

Peg reached the mountain top 
and deserves to dance. Her spirit 
lives through us, as educators, who 
must continue her work towards the 
goal of intercultural understanding. 
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AETA in ACTION: The year in review April 2010 - March 2011 

President's Report 
THANK YOU---------~ 

I wish to thank each member of the 
Executive team-Pauline Sheppard, 

AREAS OF NEED---------~ 

0 Primary writers to contribute to journals -
this is an urgent area of concern and has been 
discussed several times at Executive meetings. Sarah Ireland, Sigi Cerveny, Diane 

Dunlop, Jennifer Curtis, Vana Ford, 
Susan Bliss, Adrianne Haddow and 
Terry Haddow-for their continued 
dedication and voluntary contribution to 
the management of the Asia Education 
Teachers' Association. 

I would especially like to convey 
the Executive's sincere thanks to Hala 
Hazel who for the past seven years has 
managed the database professionally and 
efficiently. We wish Hala well for the 
future, enjoying her wonderful family 
and grandchildren. 

We thank wholeheartedly Diane 
Bashford our typesetter, and John 
Morrison our printer for their continued 
support of the Association's work. 

The Executive sincerely thanks 
you, our most valued Members, for 
your unswerving commitment to the 
implementation of the Studies of Asia 
in our schools and for supporting our 
Association's goals and aims. 

LOBBYING-----~ 

0 Crafted a strong response 
to the Geography shape 
paper, identifying gaps and 
deficiencies. 

0 Endorsed Call to Action, 
an initiative of the Asia 
Education Foundation, by 
being one of the fifty top 
Education and Business 
signatories across Australia. 

0 Attended NSWTeachers' 
Federation meeting on the 
development process of the 
Australian curriculum. 

0 Monitoring NSW's 
response to the emergence 
of the Australian 
curriculum. 

A strategy we are planning to acti vale is to 
approach teachers who have expressed an 
interest in the Asia area to contribute units of 
work-straight from their classrooms, to the 
journals, to you, our members. 

0 Active involvement of members at an 
Executive level - Members of the Executive 
are inviting interested teachers to attend 
Executive meetings in the hope of taking on a 
position on the Executive in the future or being 
willing to contribute as a coopted member. 
The establishment of an e-list will hopefully 
improve communication between members and 
the Executive and promote more involvement 
either through journal contributions, organising 
professional development opportunities, or just 
helping out. Let us know if you are interested 
to be involved! 

0 Utilising unsold copies of journal issues -
Currently discussing how to address this issue, 
ensuring the best possible use of past copies of 
journals-in the hands of teachers and students 
is the aim' 

PROMOTING THE ASSOCIATION--------~ 

0 Catalogue of past resources developed and mailed out to all 
members. A comprehensive overview of each resource is 
given and prices range from $5 - $ I 5. 

0 Wrote support material for The Sydney Morning Herald 
Education Supplement, 'Asia and the Pacific'. The 
supplement was ordered by over 500 schools in NSW and 
Canberra. The supporting teaching and learning strategies 
were written by Vana Ford, Susan Bliss and Julie O'Keeffe. 

0 Collation of 'Best of' issues on China, Japan, Indonesia, 
Korea and India to support the Department of Education and 
Training NSW Asian Studies programs. 

0 Catalogue and pamphlet mailed out to the successful NALSSP 
schools in NSW. 

0 'Pass it on' stickers are being used to invite members to 
spread the word aboutAETA. 

0 'What's in the box?' is doing the rounds of some schools in 
NSW. The objects in the box currently focus on Indonesia 
and China. 
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INITIATIVES-------------~ 

0 Our very first ever full-colour journal was published, 

ONFERENCES------~ 

and very well received by members. This journal 
0 Two very successful International 

Studies conferences were run 
focused on China. 

0 Successful funding applications from Global Education 
to support the running of the International Studies 
Conferences, and contributing to the cost of the 
production of our September colour issue on China. 

for secondary school teachers, at 
Newcastle and Ryde, with sixty 
participants attending. 

LINKING WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS------------------, 

0 The President attended the Professional Teachers' Council (PTC) Presidents Dinner and annual 
Presentation evening. 

0 The Secretary attended the seminar 'Managing and Sustaining your Professional Teachers' Association' 
organised by the PTC. 

0 The President attended the Professional Associations meeting in November organised by the HSIE 
Department from the Curriculum Directorate (DET NSW). 

0 Liaised with the Association for the Studies of Religion to disseminate information about AETA and 
relevant journals and resources addressing different religious beliefs. 

0 Support the establishment of the Primary Teachers' Network (PTN) through the Professional Teachers' 
Council. 

0 An AETA representative attends quarterly meetings held by the NSW HSIE Cross Sector Committee. 

Editor's Report 
The year 2010 saw a renewed 
interest in teaching about Asia 
in Australian schools. As a 
response to the proposed national 
Curriculum, we set about meeting 
the needs of teachers in the 
classroom. 

The March journal focused on 
Intercultural Communication, a 
necessary starting point for any 
examination of Asian cultures, 
societies and religion. The central 
piece was 'Preparing students 
for future engagement in a 
multicultural, multinational, and 
a multi-faith world' by Dr Peg 
White. 

In June we looked at the links 
between Australia and Japan 
historically, culturally and from a 
business standpoint. 

For September we produced 
a special colour edition on China 

in the National Curriculum that 
included an analysis of Australia's 
Changing Links with this 
Superpower by Dr Susan Bliss. 

December saw a second issue 
on China, this time with a focus on 
History. 

In 2010 we had some twenty 
separate contributors to the journal, 
and that is very encouraging for 
the future. As Editor, I would like 
to thank the following people for 
their enormous contributions: Dr 
Peg White, Cec White, Dr Susan 
Bliss, Julie O'Keeffe, Jenny Curtis, 
Pauline Sheppard, Vana Ford, 
Michelle Cooper, Alex White, 
Corinne Gaston, Susan Kennedy, 
Sarah Ireland, Murray Kerstens 
and Paul Coverdell. 

During 2010 we were able to 
deliver many items of an academic 
standard, as well as teaching 

JULIE O'KEEFFE 

programs, units of work, teaching 
strategies and ideas, as well as 
worksheets for the classroom. I 
hope that this will continue in 
2011. 

A special thanks must go to my 
incredible assistant, Jenny Curtis, 
without whom I could not do this 
job ... nothing is too hard for 
Jenny-packing journals, posting 
journals, checking and finding 
sources ... doing all the thankless 
tasks! My thanks must also go 
to Di Bashford who does an 
incredible job putting the material 
into a usable format. Thank you 
also to our long-time printer, John 
Morrison. 

A final thank you to the 
Executive for the ongoing support 
that they give to my work. 

DI DUNLOP 
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1REASURER'S REPOR1 
AETA finanoial Statement for the period 

oovering 1 January - 31 Peoember 2010 
(for Annual General Meeting held on 26 Maroh 2010) 

Opening balance - Cash Book 

INCOME/ RECEIPTS 
Membership 20 IO 
Membership 2011 
Bank Interest 
Journal sales 
Conference 
Grant-AEF 
Grant - Global Ed 
Copyright 
Sundry 

TOTAL INCOME 

PAYMENTS 
Direct Journal Costs: 

Postage 
Printing 
Typesetting 

Other: 
Bank Fees / Merchant Fees 
Printing - other 
Stationery 
Copying 
Conference Costs 
Copyright 
Consulting 
Website Maintenance 
Department Fair Trading 

Sundry: 
Sundry 
Overpayment - refund 

TOTAL PAYMENTS 

Book balance as at 3 I December 2009 

Plus unpresented cheques: 
808111 
808114 

Bank Account Balance Closing 

NOTES PERTINENT TO THIS REPORT: 

8,461.00 
210.00 

1,023.01 
1,632.50 

0.00 
0.00 

2,000.00 
0.00 
0.00 

13,326.51 

3,267.04 
I0,155.50 
7,700.00 

333.74 
1,245.94 

300.00 
45.00 

190.00 
4,864.11 
1,200.00 

136.70 
75.00 

493.60 
70.00 

30,076.63 

70.00 
1,200.00 

$44,837.76 

58,164.27 

30,076.63 

28,087.64 

$29,357.74 

• Membership income $8,461; pure cost of journals (including the colour edition) $21,000. 

• Above income excludes $6K banked outside of the reporting period; 
however, decline in funds from $44,837 to $28,087. 

• To be a 'journal publisher' based on these numbers is unsustainable. 

• Position would be substantially worse had it not been for the 'one off' 
copyright income from previous reporting period of $16K. 
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THE HISTORY OF WORLD TRADE ROUTES 
byCEC WHITE 

DEFINITIONS AND USES 
A trade route is a path used for 
communication between two or 
more points known as trade centres. 

Most people tend to regard 
trade routes as part of a logistical 
network for the transport of 
commodities in the form of cargo. 
However, trade routes have not 
on! y been used for the transport of 
cargo, but, more importantly, for 
the communication of knowledge, 
including innovations and religious 
ideas, and, even more importantly, 
for cross-cultural communication 
between different peoples. 

Trade routes have existed since 
the beginning of human civilisation, 
even though the methods of com
munication have changed and are 
still changing. 

Early methods of trade included 
transport by human beings, and 
animals such as camels, horses,oxen 
etc, whereas today we see the use 
of machines such as automobiles, 
trains, aeroplanes etc, and, most 
recently, cyber communications 
such as the worldwide web. 

I believe that the most important 
thing is that people who trade with 
each other get to know each other. 

Let us now consider the history 
of this truly human concept of trade, 
which automatically generates its 
own trade routes. 

AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS 
TRADE ROUTES 
It may come as a surprise to some 
people that the first trade routes 
we are going to discuss in this 
article are those used by our own 
Australian Aboriginal people. 

Although there is still some room 
for argument, it is generally agreed 
that one of the very first groups of 
homo sapiens, who emigrated from 
Africa, slowly moved eastwards 
traversing the southern coasts of 
the Asian continent and the coasts 
of the islands of the Indonesian 

and finally arrived in the continent 
of Australia around about 45 000 
years ago. They were the first 
people to colonise a virgin country 
which had never been visited 
before, even by their predesessors 
the genus homo erectus! 

As the journey had probably 
taken at least 5000 years, it is fairly 
obvious that people would have 
moved backwards and forwards, 
backwards and forwards, as they 
slowly spread eastwards along 
this route, trading more innovative 
tools and such like from behind, 
and passing back new discoveries 
from ahead, and thereby using it as 
a trade route. 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH 
European Australians have long 
assumed that Aboriginal people in 
pre-European times Ii ved in discrete 
tribes-who rarely communicated 
beyond their main sphere of interest. 
This is simply not the case. 

Work carried out by scholars and 
archaeologists in South Australia 
and other places have shown that 
Aboriginal people were extensive 
traders, and by bartering and 
using various exchange or money 
equivalents, traded goods over 
remarkably long distances. 

One of the earliest scholars, 
FD McCarthy, was the first person 
to publish documents in the 
1930s describing the intricate and 
extensive nature of this trade. He 
describes different trade routes, 
trading centres and items traded, 
not only within Australia, but also 
to Papua New Guinea. 

Because trade on the continent 
was carried out by people on foot, 
trade routes developed especially 
along watercourses or between 
'water holes' - which became 
centres for social get-togethers and 
trade centres. Definite patterns 
of movement were established on 
routes between these centres. Even 

across the whole continent, over 
what were quite vast distances, 
individuals did not travel that far. 
Rather, goods, together with stories 
and ideas, came to one of the trading 
centres from a number of different 
areas and then were moved on from 
centre to centre over a period across 
the entire trade route. 

As we find in much later Asia
European trade routes, it was more 
practical to move goods of greater 
value and uniqueness over longer 
distances. For example, the very 
rare melo shell from Cape York 
was even traded as far south as the 
southern coast of South Australia, 
becoming progressively more valu
able the further it went. Some very 
valuable items, such as a particular 
type of rare ochre used in Aboriginal 
ceremonies, could be used as a form 
of 'money' in exchange for goods 
in many different parts of Australia. 

'DREAMING TRAILS' 
Again, as in later Asian-European 
trade routes, there is evidence to 
suggest that the trade routes were 
highly significant in the transfer of 
what we might regard as Aboriginal 
religious beliefs and mythology. 
These were called Dreaming Trails. 

People often traded with other 
people who shared the same 
dreaming, and held combined 
ceremonies with each other on the 
journey. 

These trade routes, which it 
is still possible to assess via their 
story lines, illustrate the high 
degree of interaction between 
people from different areas and the 
extent to which both cultural ideas 
and material goods were transferred 
throughout the very large country 
of Australia. All large gatherings 
were good occasions for the trading 
of goods and knowledge. The 
actual value of items did not seem 
to matter as much as the social 
interaction and excitement. 

archipelago over many centuries, though goods were exchanged 
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TOOLS & CANOES 
Tools and implements reflect the 
geographical location of different 
groups. For example, coastal tribes 
tipped their weapons with sharp 
fishbones, whereas desert tribes 
used sharp pieces of stone. Most 
tribes had knives, scrapers, axes, 
spears, eating and drinking vessels, 
and digging sticks. 

New improvements and innova
tions could be traded. This became 
particularly important when they 
reached the stage of using existing 
tools to produce new or improved 
tools. Some of their very important 
new and improved tools included 
the boomerang; different length 
spears and woomeras used to 
throw the spears; nets and traps for 
hunting and fishing; baskets and 
bags for carrying food, and even 
babies. 

People in different areas often 
became expert at making particular 
artifacts, and these could be traded. 
Jewellery for tribal ceremonies and 
personal decorations was often 
made of pearl shell, which was very 
widely traded. 

Aborigines used bark canoes 
and simple rafts for trading along 
the many waterways throughout 
Australia and eventually reached 
Tasmania, Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea. None of the ancient 
paintings of their watercraft show 
any indication of sails. It should be 
remembered that in the very early 
history of the Aborigines sea levels 
were much lower than they are 
today, due the effect of the last ice 
age. This facilitated movement of 
peoples and also trade. 

In the 1200 or more human 
generations prior to the eight 
European generations, beginning in 
1788 CE, Aboriginal communities 
established a complex web of trade 
routes all over the large continent 
of Australia. 

TRADE ROUTES OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST PRIOR 
TO2500BCE 
In the period before 2500 BCE, 

in the Middle East (which covers 
Egypt, the Near East and across to 
North-West India), four important 
ancient nations evolved-name! y 
Mesopotamia, Syria, Egypt, and the 
Ind us River civilisation of Harappa. 

It is interesting to note that all 
of these are associated with great 
rivers: Mesopotamia with the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers; Syria with 
the Jordan River; Egypt with the 
Nile; and Harappa with the lndus 
River. This was because rivers 
provided natural trade routes that 
could be used by small boats, and 
where tracks and roads could be 
developed without too much effort 
along the river banks where people 
lived. 

The ancient history scholar 
Michael Streich states that 'trade 
and commerce increased as ancient 
civilisations achieved a dominant, 
imperial status within the Near East 
and developed common standards 
of exchange . . . Over many 
centuries, the expansion of trade in 
the Near East affected the prosperity 
of civilisations, while promoting 
an early form of multiculturalism 
based on an exchange of ideas and 
innovations'. 

ANATOLIA 
Although homo sapiens left Africa 
and came into these areas in round 
about 40 000 years ago, they contin
ued to be nomadic hunter gathers 
until about 10 000 years ago, 
when they finally decided to settle 
down. This occurred in Anatolia
modem-day Turkey. 

In those days the Black Sea was 
a large freshwater lake brimming 
with fish and shellfish. Also, the 
area was part of what is called 
the Fertile Crescent, a large area 
stretching from north east of the 
Persian Gulf through Anatolia, 
down into Syria, and even as far 
as Egypt (see MAP I - Ancient 
Western Asia). 

It was an area of fertile soil and 
good rainfall, with cereal plants 
such as wheat and barley growing 
wild. So people began to settle 

down around the Black Sea lake 
and on the adjacent northern slopes 
of the Taurus Mountains. The 
southern side of these mountains, 
almost on the southern coast of 
Turkey today, is very steep. But the 
northern side slopes more gently 
down to the lake. It was on these 
slopes that people began to harvest 
and, later plant crops - thereby 
inventing agriculture. 

The population increased drama
tically, multiplying sixteen times in 
4000 years, and they built the city 
of Cata! Huyuk on the upper slopes. 
It is now regarded as the first city in 
the whole world, initiating modem
style urban civilisation. 

The Anatolian Civilisations 
Museum at Ankara in Turkey 
is dedicated entirely to items, 
excavated by archaelogists led by 
James Mellaart, from this site. 

Two unfortunate events were to 
upset this new way of life. Firstly, 
the onset of the Third Ice Age 
forced the abandonment of Cata! 
Huyuk in 6000 BCE due to freezing 
temperatures at this altitude. 

Secondly, in 5600 BCE, the sea 
levels in the Mediterranean Sea 
at the end of the Ice Age caused 
the water to break through the 
Bosphorus at present-day Istanbul 
and roar down into the valley of 
the Black Sea, turning the beautiful 
freshwater lake into a deep, dead 
salty sea and destroying most of 
the population in the whole area. 
It would also have destroyed the 
intense trade between the city, 
the agricultural population on 
the slopes and the fishing people 
around the lake. This early trade 
route would have disappeared. 

MESOPOTAMIA 
After floods, most of the few people 
still remaining were forced to move 
up to the headwaters of the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers. Fortunately, 
they would have taken with them 
their recently acquired but very 
valuable knowledge of agriculture, 
fishing, urban living and trade. 
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In the new area, population 
again increased and some farmers 
and fishermen were forced to move 
down the two rivers. However, 
another problem arose. When you 
move down these rivers, you come 
into an area where, even though 
the river banks are still very fertile, 
due to silt being washed down over 
thousands of years, there is no 
rainfall! So people only grew crops 
along the river itself. Naturally, 
when the banks became fully 
occupied, fighting started to occur. 
Then someone dug a long trench out 
from the river to grow his crops
thereby inventing irrigation. 

By about 2100 BCE the whole 
of the area between the two rivers, 
known as Mesopotamia, was 
completely irrigated by canals. 
During this entire period, of course, 
the intense activity produced trade 
routes up and down the rivers and 
river banks. 

Soon, urbanisation on a large 
scale took place, with the growth 
of great cities. The area upstream 
was called Assyria after its capital 
Assur. However, the most intense 
civilisation took place downstream 
where Surner or Surneria, dating 
from circa 4000 BCE, became the 
first truly literate, urban culture in 
the world. 

As the New York Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, in a recent exhibi
tion, stated: 

Our civilisation, urban and literate, is 
rooted in the fonns and innovations of 
societies that flourished in the distant 
lands of Western Asia more than 
6000 years ago. The earliest of them 
emerged in the region known to the 
Greeks as Mesopotamia, literally the 
land between the two rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates, occupying what is today 
Iraq, Eastern Syria and South-East 
Turkey. 

The characteristic feature of modern 
society appears to be urbanisation, 
involving the building of towns 
and cities. In Surner, cities came to 
possess a definite structure of social 
classes, division of labour, literacy, 
political and religious hierarchies, a 
kingship or other form of leadership 

(often regarded as involving god
given power over other men and 
women), and a military organisation 
for the protection and control of 
the populace and the defence of 
the city's increasing trade routes 
against bandits - who were a 
constant danger up until the time of 
the Mongols. 

Distinctively designed public 
buildings were constructed to 
maintain the high profile of the city 
and its leaders. Trade multiplied 
at an ever-increasing rate, with 
innovations in commodities traded 
being a significant factor, and new 
advancesinknowledgeandscientific 
ideas being spread rapidly. 

Laws governing all aspects of 
life began to evolve. Manufacturing 
of larger quantities of artifacts 
such as pottery, tools and weapons 
increased the need for larger centres 
of population and centres of trade. 
The Earth's mineral resources were 
exploited and utilised in such a 
way that exclusively agricultural 
societies could not hope to com
pete, and so agriculture tended to 
be carried on by peasant classes or 
even slaves, under the religious, 
political and military control of the 
cities. 

Trade and differing forms of 
communication between regions 
within each civilised area, and 
ultimately between the different 
civilisations, became a necessity 
and a benefit to the competing 
parties. Trade led to the greater 
use of writing, and writing became 
one of the great tools of trade. 
The same was true of advances in 
mathematics. 

SUMER 
By 3000 BCE, Surner was made 
up of a dozen or so independent 
and increasingly rich city states, 
including the famous biblical city 
of Ur, birthplace of Abraham. 
Each of the cities was ruled over 
by its own patesi or priest-king. 
His temple was the most important 
of the many fine public buildings. 
Work, law, education and trade, as 

well as religion, were all controlled 
from the temple. 

This led to one of the most 
socially cohesive societies the 
world has ever seen, and the fact 
that this occurred so early in human 
civilisation is truly remarkable. 

By 2500 BCE, public organisa
tion of all aspects of a relatively 
modern system of production, 
distribution and trade had already 
been established. 

The Surnerians kept a range of 
domesticated animals including 
oxen, sheep for wool, goats for 
milk, meat and hides, and pigs 
for meat, fat and skin. They were 
responsible for several major 
innovations, which facilitated 
their wide trading network. These 
included the wheel for transport, the 
sexagesirnal numerical system, and 
the cuneiform system of writing for 
recording transactions and general 
communications. 

From their earliest days, 
Surnerians were using the potter's 
wheel. So it was a logical advance 
when someone turned the wheel 
on its side to produce the first 
cart-the first of many trillions of 
wheeled vehicles used for trade 
and communications since that day. 
Later on they even invented the 
spoked wheel, which was lighter 
and could be used for faster vehicles 
such as chariots and sulkies. 

The sexagesirnal number sys
tem, based on the number sixty, may 
seem cumbersome when compared 
to the decimal system based on ten 
but, remember, we still use it for 
minutes and seconds to this very 
day! 

Their method of writing 
involved pressing a wedge-shaped 
stylus into clay, which could be 
fired-hence the name cuneiform 
(wedge-shaped). Initially it was a 
pictorial system and it was certainly 
used by Sumerian revenue officials 
who had long used small, fired 
clay tokens to keep account of 
the different commodities being 
traded. Over the period 3000 BCE 
to 650 BCE, the pictographic clay 
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markings went through a long 
period of evolution into a number 
of formalised signs which could be 
understood by many scribes and 
could be rendered by them quite 
quickly using a wedge-shaped 
stylus. In its final developed form 
it became known as the Akkadian 
script. 

SYRIA 
While all of the above was going on 
in Mesopotamia, another important 
early nation was evolving on the 
western end of the Mediterranean
called Syria. The factthatAbraham 
came from Ur in Mesopotamia to 
this Syrian area, to found the first 
truly monotheistic religion, tends 
to confirm that there was a definite 
route between the two countries for 
the exchange of religious and other 
ideas, and for other forms of trade. 

After the biblical flood in 5600 
BCE, people from around the 
original Black Sea freshwater lake 
who had survived the catastrophe 
fled the area, not only to the upper 
reaches of the two great rivers but 
also down to the Mediterranean 
coast and the smaller Jordan River 
where they joined people who 
had been there since 1000 BCE 
carrying on one of the very earliest 
agricultural and pastoral industries. 

This area then developed at the 
same time as the Mesopotamian 
region. Archaeologists believe that 
the Syrian city of Ebia was founded 
about 3000 BCE, and gradually 
built its particular empire through 
trade with the cities of Sumer and 
Akkad in Mesopotamia. Scholars 
also believe the language of Ebia to 
be one of the oldest known written 
Semi tic languages. 

THE NILE RIVER 
We know now that homo sapiens 
originated in Africa nearly 50000 
years ago and that they came out 
of Africa some 45 000 years ago. It 
is therefore not surprising that they 
not only came out of Africa, but 
also moved around in Africa. 

Similarly, in Egypt, with the 

increased dessication of much of 
the country to form deserts, it is not 
surprising that the people tended 
to move to the banks of the great 
Nile River, just as they do today. 
The part of the river, especially the 
delta region which is and always 
has been the food bowl of Egypt, 
is called Lower Egypt, while the 
region nearer the source of the river 
is known as Upper Egypt. 

At one point in time,around 3100 
BCE, the ruler of Lower Egypt also 
took over Upper Egypt. So when 
he died the stonemasons, faced 
with the need for a double grave 
instead of the usual one, decided to 
build one on top of the other. This 
looked so good they decided to add 
more and more stonework until it 
reached a peak. Hence we have the 
first stepped pyramid. On the next 
pyramid they filled in the steps to 
produce the smooth-sided or cased 
pyramid. The famous Pyramid of 
Giza, dated to circa 2650 BCE, 
was built using granite blocks, each 
weighing up to 80 tonnes, which 
had to be transported down the river 
over 500 miles, as such granite was 
not available down river. 

There is no doubt then that 
huge loads could be transported 
down the river. Furthermore, the 
enormous quantities of food needed 
to feed up to hundreds of thousands 
of pyramid builders created a huge 
trading system on the river. This 
leads us to the conclusion that 
major trade routes within Egypt, 
by 3000 BCE, had developed using 
the Nile River and its banks. As 
the annual flooding led to the Nile 
Delta becoming the food bowl of 
this highly organised community, 
food would be transported up river 
in exchange for unavailable goods 
being transported down river. The 
Nile River and its banks would 
have become one of the world's 
first trade routes. 

Archaeological work in Egypt 
has been carried out for centuries. 
Additionally, ancient historians, 
such as Herodotus in Greek times, 
have left us with many records of 

this important region in human 
evolution. Wild grain harvesting 
with grinding facilities appear 
around 10000 BCE. 

By 8000 BCE, the great migra
tion to the River Nile had taken 
place, developing a centralised agri
cultural economy. By 7500 BCE, 
animals were being imported 'from 
Asia'. By 6000 BCE, rudimentary 
ships, with oars or single sails, 
plied along the river- as depicted 
in rock art - proving that the river 
was a great trade route. Simple 
sailing boats were also in use 
on the Red Sea. Items imported 
from the Syrian region in circa 
5000 BCE included furniture, 
tableware, pottery of many kinds, 
and figurines. By 4000 BCE, 
cedar was imported from Lebanon. 
By 3500 BCE, the universal gem 
called lap is lazuli, appeared in 
Egypt from outside and was used 
as a medium of exchange across the 
whole Middle Eastern Region. In 
3000 BCE, Egyptians began using 
papyrus, as the first flexible writing 
material, to document their trading 
transactions. 

INDUS VALLEY 
CIVILISATION 
Very recent archaeology in north
western India is proving how 
complex the so-called lndus Valley 
civilisation was,and how important 
was its trade with Mesopotamia 
(see MAP2). 

Until recently, scholars tended 
to regard this area as a pale copy 
of the Mesopotamian civilisation. 
However, very recent archaeology 
is showing that it was completely 
unique. The ancient phase of this 
civilisation,from 7000-3300 BCE, 
was basically a food-producing 
era similar in many ways to early 
Mesopotamia. The mature phase, 
generally called the Harappan 
civilisation because the first city 
unearthed was Harappa, began in 
3300 BCE. 

Recent discoveries, however, 
show that the city of Lothal on 
the Indian Ocean was incredibly 
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important, but was a long way 
from the lndus River. This shows 
how broad the civilisation was. 
The geography of the location 
was similar to Egypt, with rich 
agricultural lands surrounded by 
highlands, deserts and the ocean. 
Over 500 Harappan sites have been 
discovered, of which only 100 are 
on the Indus River itself. 

By 3300 BCE, villages had 
developed into major cities. It has 
been proven that trade networks 
linked this wide culture through 
trade routes connecting all the 
various regions and there were also 
many external routes, especially to 
Mesopotamia with whom a large, 
varied and constant trade existed. 

Again, one of the most widely 
traded commodities was the semi 
precious stone lapis lazuli, which 

was traded right across from India 
through Mesopotamia and Syria, 
and as far as Egypt, and was 
basically used as a medium of 
exchange. By 3000 BCE we see 
seals using a unique lndus script. 

By 2600 BCE, a sophisticated 
and technologically advanced 
urban culture had evolved. The 
cities especially had means of water 
storage and the modern centralised 
urban sanitation systems. Impres
sive granaries, warehouses for 
trade, and walls for flood protection 
and defence were widely used. 
Most city dwellers appear to have 
been artisans or traders. Materials 
from quite distant regions were 
obtained by trade to satisfy the 
needs of the many different artifacts. 
Beautiful carved stone seals were 
used, with the still undeciphered 

INDIA 

writing system, to facilitate trading 
transactions. Later on, sculptures, 
gold jewellery, pottery, beautifully 
glazed figurines in terracotta, 
bronze and steatite were traded. 
Magnificent glazed jewellery from 
different regions has also been 
unearthed. Also, cities required 
the trading of agricultural products 
such as barley, peas, sesame seeds, 
dates and cotton, as well as animals 
such as the water buffalo. 

Thus the lndus Valley civilis
ation's economy appears to 
have depended significantly 
on trade, which was facilitated 
by major advances in transport 
technology including bullock 
carts and boats, some with simple 
sails. Archaeologists have even 
discovered a docking facility in 
the coastal city of Lothal. An 
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extensive canal network has also 
been discovered. Similarities in 
pottery, seals and figurines in Iran, 
Turkmenistan and other parts of 
Central Asia document intensive 
caravan trading across this wide 
area at such an early period. 

Scholars now believe that 
judging from the dispersal of Indus 
civilisation artifacts, the trade 
networks integrated a huge area, 
including Afghanistan, Persia, 
northern and western India, and 
Mesopotamia. There was also an 
extensive maritime trade network 
operating between the Harappan 
and Mesopotamian civilisations, 
with much trade being handled by 
middlemen merchants in modem 
Bahrain on the Persian Gulf. 

Such long-distance sea trade 
became feasible with the innovative 
development of plank-built water
craft equipped with a single central 
mast supporting a sail of woven 
rushes or cloth. Shallow harbours 
located at the estuary of rivers 
opening into the sea allowed brisk 
maritime trade with Mesopotamian 
cities. 

The camel has been incredibly 
important on many of the great trade 
routes since early times because of 
the animal's ability to carry heavy 
loads over long distances without 
the need to drink water. 

There are two types of camel: 
the single-humped camel, or 
dromedary; and the two-humped 
camel, or Bactrian camel. Both 
were domesticated and used for 
transport from the period 3000-
2500 BCE. The former was used 
in Arabia and Africa, and the latter 
in the area east of Mesopotamia and 
Persia and eventually right across to 
China. Today they can also be seen 
in India pulling specially adapted 
carts. Horses were not used for 
transport until circa 2000 BCE. 

So, by the very early date of 
2500 BCE, a network of important 
trade routes was already operating 
right across the Middle East and 
beyond. 

EARLY CHINESE MARITIME 
TRADE ROUTES 
China is one of the oldest world 
civilisations. It is also of enormous 
land area and has an extensive 
coastline. Indeed, the Chinese 
mainland has 18000 kilometres of 
coastline, and when we add in her 
adjacent islands including Macau, 
Hongkong and Taiwan, the total 
coastline is 32000 kilometres. 

As Li Quingxin says in his book, 
Maritime Silk Road: 'The coasts of 
China were important cradles of 
ancient maritime civilisations.' 

Over many centuries, dating 
from prehistoric times, people in 
China were incredibly innovative 
and many of their inventions later 
found their way to the West over 
the trade routes. 

Their mant1me innovations, 
beginning with primitive boats, 
eventually led to the invention of 
the rudder, the magnetic compass, 
and multiple masted sailing boats, 
which made the country famous 
in Asian and European countries. 
Archaeological excavations have 
revealed evidence of canoe-type 
rowing boats and trade between 
the mainland and islands as long 
ago as 5000 BCE! From the period 
3000-2000 BCE, evidence of boats 
with masts and sails have been 
discovered. 

Sea shells appear to have been 
used as currency in trade by around 
1029 BCE for trade with islands 
in the South China Sea and even 
in the Pacific. Before 220 BCE, 
trade was definitely taking place 
around the whole Chinese coast and 
islands, and even with Korea and 
Japan and South-East Asia. Not 
only commerce was involved, but 
also migrations. 

In the second century BCE,some 
Chinese people went to Korea and 
Japan to escape the horrors of war. 
In Japan, evidence proves that the 
manufacture of swords, cauldrons 
and bells made of copper were part 
of the society. This knowledge was 
imported from China. 

Paddy farming methods, espec-

ially involving the growing of rice, 
were imported from China. 

Guangzhou, at the mouth of 
the Pearl River, became the most 
important trading port in China. 
According to archaeologists, evid
ence is shown of a remarkably 
advanced shipbuilding industry 
here by 300 BCE, with three 
enormous slipways. Experts agree 
these were used to build ships 
to carry a load of about 30 to 60 
tonnes. There is even evidence of 
ivory shipped from Africa at a very 
early time. By 300 CE we find 
jewellery from India mixed up with 
Chinese bronze mirrors, Indian 
sculptures, and even some Roman 
coins. 

This is evidence that Guangzhou 
was a trading hub of two of the 
world's great early civilisations
India and China. By 100 CE, a 
trade route had definitely been 
established with Sri Lanka, and by 
160 CE with India. From the third 
to sixth centuries CE, countries in 
South China experienced increasing 
amounts of contact and volumes of 
trade with nations in the greater 
Indian Ocean. 

PRE-ROMAN TRADE, 
2500 BCE to 500 BCE 

(a) The Greeks 
People moved across the top of the 
Aegean Sea (see MAP I) into the 
Greek mainland at the end of the 
Stone Age not long after 10000 
BCE, and set up what is known as 
the Cycladic civilisation. 

Even in these early days, recent 
archaeological discoveries have 
found that Cycladic products such 
as foodstuffs and art objects were 
'extensively traded throughout the 
Aegean region'. 

Not long afterwards, in the early 
Bronze Age, the Minoan civilisation 
began to evolve on the island of 
Crete-which 'became something 
of a trade hub, exporting many 
items to mainland Greece as well as 
the ancient Egyptian empire'. The 
Minoans even developed a system 
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using lead weights to facilitate their 
trading transactions. 

Whereas the mainland Greeks 
remained a farming community, 
producing particularly wheat and 
barley, the Minoans on Crete 
were mainly artists and artisans, 
making and exporting textiles, 
pottery, metal manufactures, 
leatherwork, glass and faience, 
paintings, sculptures, engravings 
and jewellery, vegetable oils and 
perfumes. It appears that they also 
imported copper and tin to make 
the bronze which their artisans used 
extensively to make ingots (shipped 
to Egypt particularly), mirrors, 
knives, cleavers, small tools and 
religious figurines. Another indus
try which contributed to the Minoan 
economy was the making of wines, 
especially valued by the upper 
classes in several countries. 

When the Mycenaeans took 
over from the mainland Greeks, 
they developed their agricultural 
industry, and trading and export 
businesses to a high degree of 
sophistication. Metals-especially 
gold, silver, copper, tin, lead and 
bronze (the alloy of copper and 
tin)-became the mainstay of their 
flourishing trade. 

Unfortunately, in the period 
prior to the eighth century BCE, 
Mycenaean trade seems to have 
lapsed into stagnation for reasons 
that are not clear. However, after 
this date, the period conventionally 
called 'Ancient Greece' began, 
and lasted until about 400 BCE. 
Athens soon became the dominant 
power in the region. Its wealth and 
trading ability were bolstered by 
the discovery of rich veins of silver 
in the nearby mountains. Greece 
soon developed into a number of 
powerful city states, which set up a 
very efficient trading network with 
each other. This trade included 
incredibly large volumes of pottery 
items. Throughout this period the 
island republic of Rhodes, due to 
its central geographic position and 
having one of the finest harbours 
in the Mediterranean, 'built up a 

booming economy' - which lasted 
until Roman times. 

(b) The Persians and 
Hellenistic empires 

To the east of the Mesopotamian 
nations, from about 550 BCE, we 
see the rise of a new nation called 
Persia (see locality on MAP 3), 
which eventually conquered all 
countries from India across to 
Libya to create the greatest empire 
of ancient times. It encompassed 
eight million square kilometres 
and spanned three continents: Asia, 
Africa and Europe. This empire 
was eventually conquered in its 
entirety by Alexander the Great 
of Macedon leading the Greek 
armies, thus adding Greece to the 
empire. Mesopotamia even went 
into Africa, founding the city of 
Alexandria (the greatest centre 
of learning in the ancient world). 
The empire became known as the 
Hellenistic civilisation. 

Alexander founded a number 
of Greek-style cities including 
Pergamum in Asia Minor (which 
became the leading centre of 
learning following the destruction 
of the library in Alexandria by fire 
in 415 CE). Some of the major 
advantages of trade controlled 
by uniform regulations include: 
trading is done safely over the 
whole area by military protection; 
languages can be taught and used by 
many different peoples; knowledge 
can be widely promulgated; and all 
kinds of commodities can be widely 
traded. 

It is also interesting to note that 
parchment, invented in Pergamum, 
took over from Egyptian papyrus as 
a more widely produced medium 
of communication. Gold was also 
minted into coins, which became a 
currency recognised throughout the 
vast empire, thereby facilitating the 
many trade transactions. 

Hellenism is regarded by many 
historians as the world's first major 
economic boom. The economy of 
the Hellenistic era relied heavily on 
the trading of grain, horses, lumber, 

wine, oils, pearls, silk, frankincense, 
myrrh, and slaves (for which there 
was a solid demand from Greece, 
the Hellenistic world and later, the 
Romans). 

Luxury goods imported from 
India, Africa and Arabia were 
primarily carried by caravans, 
while basic goods like grain, raw 
materials and manufactured goods 
were usually shipped by sea (largely 
because the horse harness invented 
in China was not yet available). 

c) The Phoenicians 
Phoenicia was an ancient civilis
ation whose homeland was centred 
on the far eastern coast of the 
Mediterranean in what is now 
Lebanon, Syria and Palestine. 

They were the greatest maritime 
traders of ancient times and built up 
an enterprising and very prosperous 
trading culture spreading across 
the entire Mediterranean, mainly 
during the period 1550-300 BCE. 

Even though Persia conquered 
the homelands of the Phoenicians 
in 539 BCE, they still continued to 
flourish as specialists, furnishing 
fleets for the Persian kings. 

The Phoenicians mainly used 
man-powered sailing vessels called 
galleys. One of their greatest 
contributions occurred because 
they were the first civilised society 
to use the alphabet- which was 
invented in the Semitic region to the 
east of Palestine and taken by them 
right around the Mediterranean 
and finally to Greece. The Greeks 
added vowels and created the first 
modern-style alphabet. 

The Phoenicians were, to some 
extent, partners of the Greeks in 
the Mediterranean, trading largely 
along the southern shores, while the 
Greeks used the northern shores. 
The two partners traded timber, 
slaves, glass and, significantly, 
Tyrian purple - a dye used by the 
Greek elite to colour their garments, 
and not available to anyone else. 

To Egypt, where grapes would 
not grow, they traded wine in their 
own make of large terracotta jars, 
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and received in return Egyptian gold. 
Two other important commodities 
traded by them were silver and tin (a 
very lucrative metal from Britain), 
used by many countries to make 
bronze. The recovery of the overall 
Mediterranean economy, which had 
collapsed in the late Bronze Age, is 
largely attributed to the Phoenician 
traders and merchant princes who 
successfully re-established long
distance trade between Egypt and 
Mesopotamia in the tenth century 
BCE. 

Following Alexander's savage 
conquest of their cities in 332 
BCE, Phoenician culture and 
trade disappeared, except in their 
important city of Carthage on 
the Mediterranean coast of North 
Africa where they traded iron and 
precious metals from their local 
mines. 

They were finally obliterated by 
the Romans in 146 BCE. 

ROMAN TRADE 
Rome was founded in about 
750 BCE, but did not begin its 
expansion until 300 BCE. At 
its greatest time of expansion in 
117 CE, it encompassed the entire 
Mediterranean and even extended 
via present-day France and Spain 
to Britain. It finally collapsed in 
476CE. 

Although we mainly hear of 
the exploits of its legions and 
the promulgation of their Latin 
language, it was trade that really 
drove the Roman economy and 
made it unassailable for so long. 
Romans, above all, were busi
nessmen, not soldiers. Although 
the upper classes were supported 
by Rome's conquests, which gave 
them a relaxed way of life with 
pleasurable leisure activities, they 
were to a very large extent involved 
in business. The 'man in the street' 
type of citizen ran the shops and 
markets, while slaves did all the 
hard work. 

The intricate, extensive and 
complex accounting of Roman trade 
was assisted by the use of counting 

boards and the Roman abacus 
which, using Roman numerals, was 
used for counting their currency 
and tallying up Roman measures. 

There were two main types of 
businessman-negotiatores and 
mercatores. Negotiatores were 
basically bankers (who lent money 
on interest) and wholesalers who 
did commerce on large quantities 
of goods at wholesale rates. They 
kept strict legally acceptable books, 
cashed cheques (prescriptios), 
and kept deposits like present-day 
banks. The mercatores were what 
we would call middle-class citizens 
who were shopkeepers, stall
holders and hawkers. They were 
also found near military camps 
dealing with the soldiers in food 
and clothing, and even purchasing 
war booty. 

The largest and most important 
market was the Forum Cuppedinis 
in Rome. Several other cities had 
markets trading specific goods 
such as cattle, fish, vegetables and 
wines. 

Cities were laid out in a square 
pattern which facilitated commerce, 
and were connected by good roads. 
Navigable rivers and canals were 
also used. As we saw above, an 
empire enables trade right across 
the spectrum, safely protected by 
the military. By the first century 
CE, all the provinces of this vast 
empire were trading goods. 

As the important Chinese-style 
horse harness was not yet available, 
the most efficient method of long
distance trading was by sea. In fact, 
Rome shipped most of its food from 
Egypt by sea, because horse-drawn 
carts, with a tie around the horse's 
neck, could not carry enough goods 
even for short distances. 

Some provinces began to 
specialise in a particular type of 
goods such as grain in Roman 
Egypt, and wine and olive oil in 
Roman Greece. There is evidence 
of long-distance trade in wine, oils, 
sauces, pepper, almonds, hazelnuts, 
pine cones, walnuts, coconuts, 
apricots, peaches, figs, raisins and 

dates. Early in its history, Rome 
traded with Carthage and, later on, 
even traded with India and China 
(via the Silk Road as discussed 
below). When it took control of 
Egypt, Rome gained access to the 
vast Indian Ocean trading network 
(also discussed below). 

Rome began the standardisation 
of units of trade. For example, 
there was a standard jar or bottle 
(amphora) kept in Rome so that 
others could be compared with it. 
Roman units of weight were also 
accurately documented. On roads, 
distances were accurately measured 
and the government provided 
engraved stone 'mileposts'. A 
standard and stable currency with 
coinage did much to facilitate trade. 

So, by the time of its demise, 
trade routes were in use between all 
the provinces of this vast empire. 

THE GREAT INDIAN OCEAN 
MARITIME TRADING 
NETWORK (refer MAP 3) 
As we mentioned earlier, when 
Rome conquered Egypt it gained 
access to the Indian Ocean. As it 
had mainly used the Mediterranean 
Sea for its maritime activities, it 
must have been amazed at the trade 
activities which had been taking 
place in this great ocean for many 
centuries. This ignorance was not 
only a feature of Roman thinking 
but, even more remarkably, similar 
ignorance was displayed by much 
later Europeans. As Li Qingzin 
says in his book: 

For several centuries before and 
after entering the Common Era 
(CE) the Greeks, Phoenicians, 
Romans, Persians, Indians and 
Chinese all happen to coincide in 
their commitments to operate and 
develop maritime traffic and trade 
between East and West. They made 
respective contributions to opening 
up 'the Maritime Silk Road' from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian 
Ocean and the South China Sea. 

Pliny the Elder was so worried 
by the amount of gold and silver 
being paid by Rome to Asian 
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countries in repayment for imports 
that he warned the government 
that it could lead to the eventual 
collapse of the Roman empire. 

By 700 CE, maritime trade 
routes ran from north China, past 
south China at the great port of 
Guangzhou, down past Vietnam, 
around the south of the Malay 
Peninsula at present-day Singapore, 
across to various ports on the 
eastern side of India, down past Sri 
Lanka up the west coast of India, 
right to the top of the Persian Gulf 
to the other great trading port of 
Baghdad, then around Arabia to the 
Red Sea (with connections across 
to the Mediterranean), and finally 
down the African coast to Zanzibar. 
The amount of trade back and forth 
along this route was huge. 

The trading port of Baghdad, on 
the Tigris River in Mesopotamia, 
was outstanding. The piers in the 
city ran for several kilometres
enough for several hundred ships 
to dock at any one time. In Arab 
society, merchants held an important 
social status. Traders could buy, 
from specially dedicated shops in 
the market, many items including 
porcelain and silk from China; 
musks, perfumes, spices, minerals 
and dyes from India and Malaya; 
rubies, lapis lazuli and textiles from 
Turkey and Central Asia, honey, 
wax and furs from Scandinavia and 
Russia, as well as ivory and gold 
from East Africa. There was also 
a similar markets in Guangzhou in 
China, where Arabs even kept their 
own offices-especially for the 
world trade in silks and ceramics 
during the Tang dynasty (618-907 
CE). By the thirteenth century, 
the maritime trade with China had 
reached its height 

INDIAN OCEAN 
In the US magazine Education 
about Asia, Professor Donald 
Johnson discusses what he calls 
the 'Great Indian Ocean Trading 
Network'. This network involved 
India, China, Arabia, Indonesia, 
and other nations around the Indian 

Ocean including parts of Africa, 
and also included the later spread 
of Islam in Asia. In twentieth
century textbooks, anything to deal 
with the Indian Ocean came from 
what the authors defined as 'The 
Age of Discovery' or 'The Age 
of Exploration' which, naturally 
but shortsightedly, featured only 
European explorers and expansion. 
In actual fact, when Europeans 
beginning the so-called (European) 
Age of Discovery tried to get to 
China and India, Columbus went in 
the wrong direction-to the west
and is reported as being annoyed 
at finding another continent in the 
way; whereas Vasco da Gama, 
having managed to get around 
the Cape of Good Hope, had to 
obtain the services of an Indian 
navigator to actually find his way 
to India in 1498. Johnson makes 
a strong case that Asia, for many 
centuries, was much more a part 
of global commerce, trade, cultural 
interactions, and power politics 
than most of us ever imagined. 

The Indian Ocean is calmer, 
and therefore easier, to navigate 
by primitive craft than the Atlantic 
or Pacific Oceans. With the 
reversible and powerful monsoons, 
ships could sail west early in the 
season, and the after waiting a few 
months could sail eastwards. For 
example, Indonesians could sail 
across the Indian Ocean and settle 
in Madagascar. 

As can be seen on the map of 
Medieval Eurasian Trade Routes 
circa 1000-1500 CE, trade routes 
connected Arabia, Persia, India and 
Sri Lanka with Africa, southern 
China, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
For the many people living around 
its shores, the ocean provided not 
only a livelihood and challenge 
for their seafarers but, more 
importantly, a busy corridor acting 
as a channel for crops, artifacts, 
people, religions and, especially, 
ideas. All the while technological, 
scientific, architectural, musical 
and philosophical concepts created 
countless variations on a shared 

cultural heritage. 
Although the Romans and Euro

peans would have been more aware 
of trading and other activities in 
the Mediterranean and Atlantic, the 
Indian Ocean has a much longer 
history- going back to the very 
dawn of civilisation. As we have 
seen, modem civilisation began in 
Mesopotamia, along the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers, which emptied 
into the Persian Gulf on the 
Indian Ocean. So it was the first 
ocean to carry modem civilised 
human beings. Indeed, as we have 
seen above, several of the oldest 
civilisations such as Mesopotamia, 
Syria, ancient Egypt and the lndus 
Valley civilisation in the Indian 
sub-continent are believed to have 
traded with each other and parts of 
Africa before 2500 BCE. So the 
Indian Ocean, encompassing more 
than seventy-three million square 
kilometres, almost as big as the 
Atlantic, served as an important 
area of world trade for thousands 
of years before any European 
intervention. 

ISLAMIC INDIA 
India, or the Subcontinent as it is 
often called, is the geographic centre 
of Indian Ocean communications. 
In about 1500 BCE, Aryan people 
came into India. However, the real 
impact of the Aryans came with 
the founding of the great Persian 
empire by Cyrus (559-530 BCE), 
centred on Iran. The famous Greek 
historian Herodotus tells of the 
richness of India and the fact that it 
was the greatest source of revenue 
to the Persian empire. There was 
also a huge cultural and trading 
interchange between India and 
Persia. 

Even in India today, one is 
struck by the widespread Persian 
influence-especially on art and 
architecture. 

Later on, from the seventh 
century CE, Muslims began their 
penetration of India. This was not 
a case of wholesale colonisation, 
but evolved over a long period 
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of time by military operations, 
migration, religious conversion, 
and mutual trading operations. 
However, during this time there 
were many advances m art, 
music, philosophy, astronomy, 
mathematics, medicine, chemistry, 
literature, architecture, building 
technology and administration. 
All these were encouraged by the 
caliphs from the Centre of Leaming 
in Baghdad throughout the whole 
Muslim Empire, now stretching 
from Western Asia to North Africa, 
Sicily, Spain, a part of France, and 
down into India. 

The Arab Muslims were skilled 
traders and developed both land 
and maritime trading routes with 
India and beyond. The Sultanate of 
Delhi became the richest and most 
powerful Muslim state of the time. 
Muslim scholars, forced out of Iraq 
and Iran by the fall of the Abbasid 
Caliphate there, poured into India. 
This influx of scholars stimulated 
contacts with the outside world, 
and also led to increases in trade. 

However, strangely enough 
it was only after the first Western 
maritime contact with India in 
1498 by Vasco da Gama that the 
great Muslim Mughal dynasty 
began in 1526, and lasted until 
1858. It was the richest and longest 
Muslim dynasty in Indian history, 
and produced the finest and most 
elegant art and architecture in the 
history of all Muslim dynasties. 

During the height of Mughal 
rule between 1525 and 1710, 
India became what one economic 
historian has called 'the industrial 
workshop of the world'. The 
population of India rose from one 
hundred million in 1500 to two 
hundred million by 1800, and 
'throughout this era she maintained 
a very healthy balance of trade 
with Europe'. Tragically, this was 
to change when the East India 
Companies of France and Britain 
altered their tactics of playing off 
one ruler against another to open 
military colonial invasion using 
supenor weapons. 

Even though mant1me trade 
flourished, it was ignored to a large 
extent politically. Consequently, 
the rulers did not appreciate 
the extent of the danger from 
the sea posed by European 
intervention, which would lead to 
it and many other Asian countries 
being submerged into European 
colonialism and empire building. 
Unfortunately, both then and now, 
many Westerners had and still have 
a feeling of superiority over Asia. 
Donald Johnson says: 'A growing 
historical literature convincingly 
argues that Europe only surpassed 
Asian economies at the beginning 
of the nineteenth century.' 

The historian Gunder Frank 
stated: 'Asia out-produced Europe, 
and will soon do so again.' He went 
on to demonstrate that as late as 
1750, India and China accounted for 
60% of the world's manufacturing, 
and the whole of Asia about 70%. 

The US magazine Education 
About Asia says: 

Those of us teaching at all levels 
need to take seriously the mounting 
empirical evidence about the period 
1450 to 1770, because the flood of 
new evidence severely undermines 
the Iongstanding paradigm that 
Western dominance began in 1500 
... moreover, between 1450-1770 
the civilisations of both India and 
China demonstrated great vitality, not 
only in the economic sphere, but also 
in the arts, religion and literature. 

Professor Johnson says: 'By 
1450, Indian Ocean trade had 
become an extensive, sophisticated 
system of commerce that included 
many kinds of partnerships, bills 
of exchange, and intricate systems 
of credit open to anyone in the area 
who had capital to invest.' 

There was amazing cooperation 
between all ethnic, cultural and 
religious groups, and virtually no 
open conflict. 

The port cities were thoroughly based 
on a money economy with gold, silver 
and cowrie shells serving as universal 
currencies. 

In general, the system worked 
on trusting cooperation between 

Arabs, Malmuks, Indians, Chinese 
and South-East Asians. For 
example, in north-western India, 
Hindus and Muslims worked in the 
closest cooperation, and in many 
areas Jews and Armenians shared 
extensive financial dealings. 

The lively ocean trade flourished 
from Aden and Hormuz in West 
Asia, through Kilawa and Mombasa 
in East Africa, in Cambay, Surat, 
Goa, Calicut, Madras, Masulipatarn 
and Bengal in India, through Aceh 
in Sumatra to Malacca in the Malay 
Peninsula 

and even as far as China. 
Spices were probably the 

staple of intercontinental trade as 
they were indispensable, easy to 
handle and highly profitable (as 
the Europeans later found). Other 
major commodities traded included 
cotton, linen, silk, woollens, 
camphor, drugs, dyestuffs, pepper, 
perfumes, soap, sugar, wine, gold, 
silver, ivory, metal ware, porcelain, 
precious stones, and even slaves. 

LINK BETWEEN TRADE 
AND RELIGION 
The spread of trade and the religion 
of Islam often went hand in hand. 
This resulted in the slow, but 
peaceful, conversion of Malaysia 
and Indonesia-beginning in 
Sumatra in the thirteenth to four
teenth centuries, Malaysia and 
Borneo in the fourteenth, and 
finally Java, Malacca and the 
smaller islands by the sixteenth to 
eighteenth centuries. Furthermore, 
the annual pilgrimage of Mus
lims to Mecca-called the hajj
fundamentally changed people's 
lives, connecting local religious 
believers and traders with the wider 
world of Dar-al-Salam. 

CHINA AND THE SILK 
ROAD (refer MAP 4) 
Historians tell us that silk first 
appeared in Rome in the year one 
CE. This was the greatest hit ever 
in Rome because the elite Romans 
absolutely adored this shiny, soft, 
elegant material for their togas. At 
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the time they may not even have 
known that it came from China 
but, within a few years, they even 
referred to the Chinese people as 
series (silkies). The elite in China, 
of course, had worn silk garments 
as early as the Shang period 
(1600-1100 BCE). The complete 
process of sericulture was known 
only to the Chinese, and was a 
closely guarded state secret for 
many centuries. An official seal 
of quality control was issued and 
administered by one of the world's 
first government trade control 
agencies. 

During the Han dynasty (206 
BCE - 220 CE), China's borders 
were extended by military conquest 
through Central Asia. Caravan 
trade routes to Persia and the 
Roman empire were opened up by 
the first century CE, initiating a 
great period of international trade 
based on a universal demand for 
Chinese silk. Rolls of silk first 
made the journey from East to West 
in jolting ox carts or on the backs of 
camels, dromedaries, donkeys, or 
even elephants. 

THE SILK ROAD 
TRADE ROUTE 
The trade route from the East 
began in China in Chang'an, the 
capital, now called Xian. It went 
west to the Taklimakan Desert 
at Dunhuang, where it split into 
two roads, travelling north and 
south of the desert and reuniting 
at Kashgar, which became the new 
trading capital of Central Asia. The 
road then proceded west through 
Parthia, before proceeding west 
to the Mediterranean at Antioch, 
and even carrying on further to the 
Aegan Sea in present-day Turkey. 

The region that separates 
China from Europe and Western 
Asia is very inhospitable. Wide 
areas of steppe, mountains and 
desert, particularly the Taklimakan 
desert which is probably the most 
hostile environment in the world, 
have always provided formidable 
barriers to communication between 
the Yellow River valley in China 
and the Middle East. The climate 
is harsh and few roads pass through 
the vast desert area. However, 
throughout history caravans have 
skirted its edges. To the south lie the 

Himalayas, Karakorum and Kunlun 
ranges. These are the highest 
mountains in the world. Even the 
passes that provide crossings over 
the Tianshan and Pamir ranges have 
presented formidable problems for 
travellers. From the east, the least 
difficult entry is along the base 
of the Qilian Mountains which 
separate the great Mongolian 
plateau, and the Gobi Desert from 
the Tibetan High Plateau. The only 
way coming from the west or south 
is over the passes. 

It is a universal rule of trade that 
only the most high-value items are 
transported over long distances. 
The route is not only physically 
dangerous, but also these very high
value commodities were most at 
risk from robbers. Caravans were 
protected in the different countries, 
especially during the time of 
the Mongols (in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries), who 
controlled virtually the whole of the 
Silk Road. Caravans did not travel 
at night. Every few kilometres, 
secure overnight refuges were 
provided with camel stalls, 
accommodation, eating facilities, 
and worship centres. 

MAP4 THE SILK ROAD 
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Although silk dominated business 
from East to West, caravans from 
West to East canied many different 
commodities including gold (to pay 
for the silk), ivory, exotic animals, 
plants, precious stones, glass 
(which was not manufactured in 
China until the fifth century), wool, 
linen, different textiles, carpets, 
gems, precious metals, exotic fruit 
trees and, especially treasured by 
the Han Chinese for their cavalry, 
the magnificent, large horses from 
central Asia. Caravans coming 
from China not only carried silk but 
also furs, ceramics, jade, bronze 
objects, lacquer and iron. Many of 
the goods were used to barter for 
others along the way, and a class 
of middlemen developed. Another 
advantage of the many human 
contacts along the road was that it 
developed its own common culture. 

Chang'an, the eastern starting 
point of the route, was the largest 
city in the world at that time, and 
visited by thousands of traders from 
many parts of Asia. By 742 CE its 
population had reached almost two 
million. A census of754CEshowed 
that Turks, Iranians, Indians and 
others from along the Road, as well 
as Japanese, Koreans and Malays 
from the east resided there. 

This most famous East-West 
world trade route continued to 
operate from the first century CE 
for the next 1300 years. However, 
silk was not really the most 
important item to be taken across 
the Silk Road. Its importance was 
superceded tremendously by the 
transfer of religion, and especially 
knowledge. 

IGNORANCE BY THE WEST 
The ignorance in the West of the 
enormous advances of invention 
and knowledge occurring in China 
was deplorable. And yet, that did 
not only apply to the Romans. 
When Marco Polo, who travelled 
the Silk Road in 1271 CE, returned 
to Venice and wrote of the enormous 
wealth and civilisation of China, 
he was laughed at and derisively 

christened 'Mr. Millions'. 
Even as late as the sixteenth 

century CE, the important English 
philosopher and scientific writer 
Francis Bacon stated that 'Three 
inventions changed the face of 
civilisation more than any others. 
These were the magnetic compass, 
which revolutionised navigation; 
gunpowder, which revolutionised 
warfare; and printing on paper, 
which revolutionised the dissemina
tion of knowledge'. 

Even though these three great 
inventions were obviously in use 
and greatly appreciated throughout 
the West, it is staggering that such 
a highly educated man as Bacon 
did not even know that any of these 
inventions originated in China! 

In his multi-volume book 
Science and Civilisation in China, 
Joseph Needham details the 
development of over two hundred 
Chinese inventions and innovations 
that have greatly affected Western 
civilisation. Details of these 
reached the West via the Silk Road 
and the Great Indian Ocean Trading 
Network. Among these critically 
important innovations were the 
decimal system; the recognition 
and later symbolising (with India) 
of the important concept of zero; 
block printing and, later, movable 
type (leading to Gutenberg's 
printing press); the making of 
paper, a medium made from cheap, 
easily-obtainable raw materials; 
the magnetic compass; gunpowder, 
fireworks, guns and rockets; 
enormously important advances 
in ploughing including the 
mouldboard plough; the multi-tube 
seed drill; the winnowing fan; the 
efficient breast-strap horse harness 
(not available in the West in Roman 
times); the ship's rudder and, later, 
the fenestrated rudder (to eliminate 
the need to slow a high speed vessel 
down before turning). 

I to refer you to my article 
entitled 'The contribution of Asia 
to modern global civilisation', 
published in theAETA March 2010 
journal ASIA, 38(1) pages 25-63. 

The major intellectual, scientific 
and technological advances des
cribed therein, which led to the 
Industrial Revolution and the 
Renaissance in Europe, came in 
general across the Silk Road and 
the maritime trade routes. 

One item which came over 
from China to Istanbul was the 
vaccine to create an immunity 
to the disease Smallpox, which 
disfigured and killed millions of 
people in the West each year. The 
vaccine was produced in China 
using cowpox which, when used on 
humans over and over, produced a 
vaccine which could then be used 
on many patients to prevent them 
getting Smallpox. It was the same 
method used by Edward Jenner 
centuries later. It first became 
known in England when the wife of 
the British Ambassador in Istanbul 
had her children vaccinated before 
taking them back to London 1 

So the very important trade in 
international medical knowledge 
and pharmaceuticals had begun. 

In 1368 CE, the Ming dynasty 
came to power in China. The 
isolationist policies of this dynasty, 
together with the fact that Mongol 
control and protection of the road 
had already ended, meant that the 
popularity of this great long-term 
trade route almost disappeared. So 
one of the greatest land trade routes 
of all time was replaced by the 
growing popularity and safety of 
the equally great maritime routes. 

CHINA'S GRAND CANAL 
China's great rivers all flow west 
to east. The Grand Canal, one 
of the world's earliest manmade 
waterways, was constructed from 
605 CE and is an engineering 
masterpiece running north-south 
over about the same distance as 
from Brisbane to Melbourne. It 
was both an important shipping 
trade route to bring produce from 
the fertile south of the country 
up to the administrative cities of 
the north which were connected 
to the Silk Road, and it was also 
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an i ni gati on canal. In effect, it 
provided a north-south water trade 
route, which nature did not. The 
canal has recently been restored for 
use. 

MARITIME WORLD TRADE 
AFTER 1400 CE -

ZENG HE FROM CHINA 

In 1405 CE Zheng He, the now 
famous Chinese Admiral, made the 
first of his seven long sea voyages 
from China. On this occasion he 
travelled to Calicut in India via 
South-East Asia. 

His greatest fleet had two 
hundred enonnous ships with a 
total crew of 27 000 men! The fleet 
included naval vessels with anned 
men; ships with large quantities of 
valuable goods and money to pay 
for trade; ships with large groups of 
people of various professions; ships 
carrying horses; ships carrying 
foodstuffs such as grain and meat; 
and ships to carry goods received 
in trade. The ships all used the 
Chinese magnetic compass for 
navigation. Silk, porcelain, gold 
and silver were used to trade 
for exotic goods from countries 
visited, while gifts and tributes for 
the Emperor from foreign countries 
were brought back to China. 

The trading potential for such 
huge fleets is obvious. Zheng 
He visited seventeen countries 
including present-day Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Java, Sumatra, 
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, several ports 
around India including Calicut, 
Thailand, Honnuz (in the Persian 
Gulf), Arabia, Aden (on the Red 
Sea) and Mogadishu in Africa. 

Although forty-six countries 
eventually paid tribute to the 
Emperor, objections eventually 
began to be raised against the cost in 
ships and manpower. When Zheng 
He died in 1433, amazingly enough 
the fleet was soon scrapped and his 
voyages were never to be repeated. 
However, the routes remained open 
and the example had been set-to 
use them as an intricate system of 
trade routes. 

TRADE ROUTES 
OF THE EUROPEANS 

It must be realised that during the 
very important period of the Great 
Indian Ocean Trading Network, 
all goods coming from China, 
India and South-East Asia had 
to be brought over land from the 
Indian Ocean via Egypt, Arabia or 
the Levant (present-day Palestine 
and Lebanon) before being taken 

around the Mediterranean by ship 
and, in Roman times, to Britain. 
Hungry for new trade routes, each 
under their complete individual 
control, Europeans including 
Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands 
(especially Holland) and Britain 
realised that they had to do more 
exploring to achieve this goal. So 
the fifteenth century was a time 
of major changes in world history. 
All these four nations, one after 
another, engaged in worldwide 
maritime expansion, trade and 
colonial activities. The so-called 
'Age of Discovery' ushered in a 
new age of global maritime trade 
which is so important to this very 
day. 

(a) Portuguese trade 
The Portuguese were the first 
pioneers of this maritime expansion. 
In 1487 Bartholomew Diaz sailed 
to the Cape of Good Hope, and 
in 1498 Vasco da Gama finally 
reached India-thereby setting 
up a new, major European trade 
route connecting with the existing 
Indian Ocean Trading Network. 
By 1510, the Portuguese set up a 
naval base at Goa on the western 
coast of India, to control their 
maritime trade with the East. Next, 
they settled in Malacca (on the 
Malaysian Peninsula), controlling 
the narrow seaway between the 
Malay Peninsula and present-day 
Indonesia- which became their 
gateway to South-East Asian trade 
including Colombo, Sumatra, 
Java, Kalimantan, Sulawesi and 
Molucca. 

The Portuguese trade with China 
had a rather frosty history because 
they overstepped themselves and 
did not show due respect. However, 
one major success they eventually 
had was to develop the island 
of Macau-which soon became 
'a portal of communications for 
China and a pivot of maritime 
trade between East and West'. The 
trade route between Macau and 
Guangzhou, which were quite close 
to each other, became tremendous! y 
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important. [ Later on the British 
added Hong Kong, to form an 
important trio.] 

(b) Spanish trade 
In 1492 the Italian explorer 
Christopher Columbus, funded by 
Queen Isabella of Spain, set out 
westwards to find an even better 
trading route to India. He arrived 
in what he thought was India, and 
called the natives 'Indians', but had 
in fact arrived in South America. 
By the mid-sixteenth century the 
Spaniards had established trading 
centres in most parts of Latin 
America and, of course, their 
influence is still very recognisable 
there today. They also ushered in 
the great period of trans-Atlantic 
trade. 

In 1518, a fleet under the 
command of Ferdinand Magellan, 
funded by the Spanish king, 
successfully completed the first 
circumnavigation of the globe. 
After considerable difficulties 
between Spain, Portugal and the 
Pope, the Spanish finally founded 
Manila, capital of the Philippines, 
which became their main trade 
centre in Asia. By the seventeenth 
century, against the new threat of 
the Dutch and British, the Spaniards 
and Portuguese finally began to 
cooperate, and trade between 
Portuguese Macau and Spanish 
Manila increased dramatically, as 
did the trade from Manila to Europe 
and the Americas. 

( c) Dutch trade 
By the mid-sixteenth century, Hol
land had developed two major 
commercial and financial centres at 
Antwerp and Amsterdam. During 
their trading operations they were 
noted for being adventurous, 
fiercely competitive, and militaris
tic. In 1602, the Dutch East India 
Company was incorporated in Hol
land with exclusive rights from the 
government to use military force 
as required for trade in the East. 
Its two main objectives were 
(a) togainthemaximumtradeadvan-

tage for Dutch in the East, and 
b) to sabotage, to the greatest 

extent possible, the commercial 
activities of the Portuguese, 
Spaniards, and any other rivals. 
They thus came into the Eastern 

trade with a bang. When they 
rounded the Cape of Good Hope and 
sailed approximately north-east, 
going in the general direction of 
China, they automatically reached 
Java where they soon founded 
the major trading port of Batavia 
(modern-day Jakarta) in what 
became known as the Dutch East 
Indies (now Indonesia). The Dutch 
seized most of the spice trade 
from the Portuguese, especially 
their most valuable trade in cloves 
and nutmeg from the Mo! uccas. 
They also dominated the Indian 
textile trade previously held by the 
Portuguese. In 1641, they even 
threw the Portuguese out of their 
important trade centre of Malacca, 
and out of Sri Lanka in 1658. 

By the time of the Qing dynasty 
in China in 1644, many nations had 
initiated trade with China including 
Portugal, Spain, Holland, Britain, 
Sweden, France, Prussia, Italy 
Denmark and Russia - all sending 
merchant vessels to Guangzhou. 
Almost all ships sailing between 
China and other countries to the 
south of China would dock at 
Batavia, and one could often see 
ships in port from China, Japan, 
Vietnam, Malacca (in Malaya) and 
Indochina, in addition to European 
ships. 

In the end, the Dutch expanded 
their influence to every region of the 
very complex maritime trade in and 
from Asia. Every year many ships 
would sail from Batavia to Western 
Europe with cargos of especially 
porcelain, silk, spices and tea. Of 
the spices, cloves were one of the 
most valued in Europe because 
they could be used in perfumes, as 
a food flavouring, a preservative, 
and even a rare anaesthetic. To 
boost the price of cloves, the Dutch 
ruthlessly pulled a percentage of 
the crops out to reduce the volume 

available. 
Despite their ruthlessness, the 

Dutch did not seem to be able to win 
against the British. On their way 
around the Cape of Good Hope, 
they often stopped at present-day 
Cape Town as a watering hole. This 
eventually developed into a series 
of colonies with the people being 
called Boers-who were eventually 
defeated by the British. The Dutch 
later formed a West India Company 
which set up trading posts along the 
present North American east coast, 
including the greatest trade centre 
of all, New Amsterdam (now called 
New York), only to have it taken 
away from them in 1664 by their 
old rivals the British! 

(d) British trade 
During the second half of the 
sixteenth century, under the rule 
of Queen Elizabeth I, Britain 
developed a 'mighty central system 
of power with the express purpose 
of increasing commerce and indus
trialisation. However, at this time, 
as Pirenne in his History of the 
Universe says: 

The riches of Asia were incomparably 
greater than those of the European 
states. Their industrial techniques 
showed a subtlety and a tradition 
that the European handicrafts did not 
possess. And there was nothing in the 
more modern methods of the Western 
countries that Asian trade had to offer. 
In matters of credit, transfer of funds, 
insurance and cartels, neither India, 
Persia or China had anything to learn 
from Europe. 

So this was the situation when 
the newly incorporated British 
East India Company began its 
trading in the early seventeenth 
century. Competing with the 
earlier European traders, and with 
traders already well established 
on the many existing trade routes 
described above, the British traders 
were in no position to dictate terms. 

All around the coastal areas 
of India particularly, the British 
initially used cordiality to set up 
more and more trade centres with 
local approval. So lucrative was 
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the trade that, even though Indian 
rulers would accept nothing but 
silver or gold in return, the East 
India Company prospered. The 
British traders delighted in the 
delicate craftsmanship of Indian 
manufactures and their growing 
popularity in Britain and France. 
The Company had a number of 
advantages. 

I) Owing to their legally 
sanctioned monopoly in 
England, they had substantial 
control over almost all Indian 
goods marketed in Britain; 

2) By buying directly at the source, 
they got advantageous prices 
versus other traders who had to 
buy goods with a mark-up; 

3) Their ships were the largest, and 
therefore the most efficient on 
the Indian Ocean and, finally 
and probably most importantly, 
they benefited from the slave 
trade and its use of unpaid 
labour. 

The British East India Company 
was not directly involved in the 
increasing trans-Atlantic slave 
trade, but in an I 853 book on the 
subject it was stated that 'In the 
eighteenth century the British trans
ported more slaves than all the other 
European powers combined! . . . 
Freedom gradually disappears from 
every country over which England 
is enabled to gain control.' 

At the end of the sixteenth 
century, the East India Company 
lost a political battle in England 
with its local rivals, the powerful 
silk and wool merchants. This led 
to loss of the company's profits 
from the Indian textile trade and 
forced them to get tough, by 
managing their commerce 'with a 
sword in their hands'. The crucial 
battle fought at Plassey in India 
against the combined forces of 
the local ruler and the French was 
decisively won by the company's 
forces. This enabled the company 
to force cultivation of opium in 
Indian States to pay for tea which 
could be marketed in Europe at a 

very considerable profit. 
Significantly, a French author 

wrote that the British no longer had 
to send silver and gold to India for 
payments (which had been frowned 
on by all Europeans). The export, 
import and manufacture of all 
goods was directly carried out by 
the company itself. The East India 
Company soon had a complete 
stranglehold on economic and 
political life of the whole of Eastern 
India. England thus moved from 
trade to colonisation. 

This was not only profitable 
to England, but also to the other 
European nations which therefore 
strongly supported British control. 
In a recent book, American author 
and analyst Furber wrote: 

The time had arrived when all 
Europeans at home or overseas, who 
had a stake in the maintenance of 
European power (and trade) anywhere 
in the Indian continent were one and 
all forced to take part in the work of 
buildirlg a British empire in India. 

After I 857 the Imperial British 
Government took over from the 
East India Company, and their 
colonies became British Colonial 
India. Basically, the plunder of 
the Indian continent and control of 
trade, even using the British Navy, 
continued unabated till 1947. 

Britain also still had a major 
interest in trade with China, 
especially via India. In 1819 the 
Englishman Sir Stamford Raffles 
realised the potential importance 
of the virtually uninhabited island 
of Singapore at the bottom of the 
Malay Peninsula, and established 
a British colony. Under British 
colonial rule it grew in importance 
as a major trading centre on the 
China-India route and also on 
the entrepot trade around South
East Asia. Singapore became a 
Republic in I 965, and is now one of 
the greatest commercial and trading 
centres in the world. It has a very 
important Free Trade Agreement 
with Australia (SAFTA), signed 
in 2003. When the Suez Canal 
opened in 1869, Singapore's trade 

increased dramatically as it was 
on the direct route from the East 
through the canal to England. 

Britain had major misgivings on 
the building of the Suez Canal by 
the French, with the permission of 
Egypt, despite the fact that it was 
to be open to all ships irrespective 
of nationality. Strangely enough, 
the second ship to pass through the 
canal on the day it was opened by 
the French Empress in I 869 was 
a British liner. In ancient times 
there were rudimentary canals 
connecting the Mediterranean Sea 
with the Atlantic Ocean through the 
Red Sea. This new one was a sea
level canal, without locks. It was 
an absolute boon to world trade. 
In fact, combined with the United 
States' Transcontinental Railway, 
opened six months earlier, it allowed 
the world to be circumnavigated in 
record time. Despite many political 
scuffles between various nations, 
this canal is a major world trade 
route, carrying 7·5% of all world 
trade through it! 

In the mid-seventeenth century, 
Britain became involved in trans
Atlantic trade, with settlements 
in North America and the small 
islands of the Caribbean. Initially 
the Caribbean provided Britain, as 
the most important and I ucrati ve of 
colonies. These colonies adopted 
the system of 'sugar plantations', 
which meant selling slaves for 
sugar-a rich monopoly guaranteed 
by the British government. 

In 1655 England even annexed 
Jamaica from Spain, and in 1666 
fully colonised the Bahamas. In 
1672, the Royal African Company 
was inaugurated in England, 
giving the blessing of the British 
government to this company's 
monopoly of the trading of all 
slaves into its Caribbean colonies. 
From the very outset, slavery was 
the main basis of British trade in 
the West Indies. This continued 
until I 807, by which time Britain 
had shipped 3·5 million African 
slaves to the Americas. It was an 
extremely profitable trade and 
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became an economic mainstay 
for such western British cities as 
Liverpool and Bristol. 

(e) North america 
England's first colony on the 
American continent was founded 
in 1607 at Jamestown, Virginia. 
Several other colonies were soon 
founded, beginning with various 
religious groups seeking refuge 
from European persecution, at 
Plymouth, Newfoundland, Mary
land and Pennsylvania. By the 
time of the later War of American 
Independence, Britain had thirteen 
American colonies. These colonies 
were initially not so lucrative to 
British translantic trade as the 
Caribbean colonies, but they had 
large areas of fertile agricultural 
land which attracted many English 
migrants who preferred their more 
temperate climate. 

Further north, in what is now 
Canada, European nations and 
especially the Dutch and French had 
already established a very lucrative 
fur trade. Simple European goods 
of particular interest to the local 
'Indians' such as steel axes could 
be traded for furs-in such a way 
that the furs in Europe could be sold 
for ten times the cost of the axes, an 
enormous profit margin. 

In 1629 the British captured the 
French trading centre of Quebec. 
However, a large proportion of the 
Canadian furs were shipped by the 
Dutch from New Amsterdam. As 
we mentioned earlier, the British 
stole this future great trade centre 
(now called New York) from the 
Dutch in 1664. In 1670, by popular 
demand from English fur traders, 
the British government legislated 
to grant a monopoly of the fur trade 
from northern Canada to the Hudson 
Bay Company, who brought over 
several shiploads every year. The 
search for furs across a large 
part of what is now the United 
States of America resulted, more 
importantly, in explorations which 
opened up large areas west of the 
Mississippi River. 

The British finally defeated 
the French and took control of the 
whole of the Canadian colonies in 
1763. They also extended their 
sovereignty to the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers. This eventually stirred 
up the colonists in New England, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, who 
revolted against remote control by 
the British sovereign in London. 

The loss of the thirteen American 
colonies, which eventually declared 
their Independence from Britain in 
1776 because of what was called 
'no taxation without representation' 
did not reduce trade between the 
two countries. This seemed to 
confirm Adam Smith's argument 
in favour of free trade instead 
of political control. There was 
a minor hitch caused by Britain 
which was fighting the Napoleonic 
War, understandably trying to stop 
trade between the new USA and 
France. 

The USA actually declared war 
in 1812, but really neither side 
won, and after peace in 1815 trans
Atlantic trade proceded to continue 
its long-term growth. The new 
nation called the United States of 
America realised that to prosper 
rather than just survive it had to 
trade internationally. In 1784, just 
one year after peace with the UK, 
the USA built a ship called Empress 
of China, which sailed across the 
Atlantic, around the Cape of Good 
Hope, then via Java to Macau, and 
finally to Guangzhou in China. 
They sold goods in China which 
they had purchased in Macau at a 
profit of 25%. They then returned 
to the USA in 1785 with a cargo 
of tea and porcelain, which was 
received with such enthusiasm 
that George Washington purchased 
302 porcelain items himself. The 
magnificent cargo and the huge 
profit margin created a furore. in 
the new USA and was established 
as one of their definite future trade 
routes. 

The growth of the United States 
after the War of Independence was 
speeded up by the purchase from 

France of Louisiana in 1803. By 
1860, due to territorial expansion 
and migration, the population 
increased from three million in 
1783 to thirty-one million. A very 
bitter Ci vii War was fought between 
the plantation and slave labour 
economy of the South versus the 
thrusting, industrialised North
with its creed of competi-ti ve 
capitalism. The North won and, due 
to the wisdom of Abraham Lincoln, 
the USA was on the way to using 
its enormous natural resources 
and becoming the greatest trading 
country in the world. 

Since 1718, transportation as a 
convict to the American colonies 
was a common sentence for crimes 
in England. After 1783, with the 
USA being no longer available, 
Britain turned to the land of 
Australia, recently discovered 
by Captain Cook in 1770, as an 
alternative. The new nation of 
Australia came into being in 1788, 
due to this decision. This created 
a new trade route for Britain, 
especially following the discovery 
of major quantities of gold. Later 
on wool would become the main 
item of trade. Britain also founded 
the colony of New Zealand in 
1840, creating another addition to 
the increasing trade route from this 
South Pacific region. 

The defeat of Napoleon in 1815 
left Britain initially with no serious 
international trading competitor. 
Britain became basically a global 
policeman in what became known 
as the pax Britannica. Britain's 
dominant position in global trade 
meant that the country controlled, 
not always wisely, the economies 
of many countries including China 
and India. In 1857 Queen Victoria 
was even crowned Empress of 
India. 

Britain's imperial strength was 
underpinned by the widespread use 
of the steamship and the telegraph, 
two new technologies facilitating 
and organising trade. Trade routes 
spread throughout her great empire, 
which virtually meant globally. By 
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1902 these trade routes were linked 
worldwide by a system of telegraph 
cables. Following the defeat of 
Germany in World War I, the British 
Empire and British power reached 
its greatest level ever. However, 
things were about to change. But 
let us first consider one of the 
greatest British inventions which 
enormously facilitated on-land 
trade in most advanced countries of 
the world. 

THE RAILWAYS 
No single event had a more 
devastating impact on future world 
trade routes than the invention and 
introduction of railways. Here 
we have a system which can carry 
enormous quantities of goods 
and people over very definite 
routes - often when built over al
most impassible country for road 
transport, at very fast speeds, these 
days over 440 kilometres per hour. 

When my wife and I visited 
Canada, we realised the importance 
of railways to this country and the 
United States of America. To travel 
from one side of the country to the 
other by sea, especially before the 
Panama Canal, meant travelling 
almost half way around the world. 
The advantage of a solid wheel 
running on a solid rail is that it 
requires less energy per kilometre 
than a compliant wheel running 
over a relatively uneven surface. 

Railway transport began in 
England, following the invention of 
the full-scale steam locomotive by 
John Trevithick in 1804. George 
Stephenson designed and built 
the first successful flanged-wheel 
steam locomotive. In 1825, one 
of his locomotives was used to 
pull the first train from Stockton to 
Darlington in north-east England, 
thus starting the first of many 
millions of rail trade routes built 
eventually throughout the entire 
world. The success of this railway 
struck rich investors in this country, 
and later in the USA, as a great 
long-term investment, so in both 
countries many kilometres were 

built in a relatively short space 
of time. Also, railways became 
necessary for the swift movement 
of goods and people that was 
necessary for industrialisation. 

Transcontinental railways were 
eventually built in Canada and the 
USA, with connections between 
both railways. This greatly assisted 
in the opening up of new regions 
and in helping the growth of these 
two great nations. 

Great Britain then built a very 
large rail way system in India, 
mainly for the use of the British 
East India Company, but later 
bequeathed to Independent India. 

Europe and Russia followed 
suite and by 1890, quite an early 
date, world rail trade routes 
totalled 260000 kilometres. It has 
multiplied many times since then. 

Diesel locomotives have largely 
taken over from steam since World 
War II. Electric power has also 
been used extensively, especially 
around large industrialised cities. 
Recently, especially in China, we 
see the growth of routes between 
cities of magnetic levitation trains 
travelling at enormous speeds of 
over 440 kilometres per hour. 

TRADE BETWEEN THE 
TWO WORLD WARS 
British dominance of world trade 
at the end of World War I did not 
continue. Most nations had virtually 
just got underway with the recovery 
process when the world was hit by 
the Great Depression. This had 
a devastating negative effect on 
world trade. Germany had been 
treated very savagely by the Treaty 
of Versailles ending World War I, 
and people were virtually starving. 
Miraculously, Adolph Hitler, using 
the feeling in Germany that they 
had been bad! y treated, and stirring 
up popular hatred against the Jews, 
began industrialising Germany 
and even rearming with the most 
modern weapons. The British, with 
the exception of Winston Churchill, 
were far too slow to understand 
what was going on in Germany, 

and continued to carry on an 
increasing trade with its old enemy. 
The United States also remained 
aloof from European politics, and 
concentrated on its industrialisation 
and international trade. Japan, one 
of Britain's allies in World War I, 
also felt hard done by at the Peace 
Conference of Versailles and began 
its own build-up, largely at the 
expense of China and Korea. Russia 
under Stalin also began increasing 
its industrialisation, and its position 
on the world stage. In 1939, World 
War II began quite suddenly, 
plunging the world into six years 
of chaos. The USA remained quite 
aloof until the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbour, after which they 
came in with a vengeance using 
their enormous industrial power to 
greatly assist the world in defeating 
Hitler, and later Japan. Until very 
recently, America has dominated 
the world, especially in military 
power, commerce and trade. 

As we mentioned above, when 
you stand on the western coast of 
Canada or the USA you suddenly 
realise that to get from the west 
coast to the east coast by sea, 
you virtually have to go half way 
around the world. This is why their 
railways were far more important 
than was the case in Australia, 
where ships could go quite easily 
from Perth to Brisbane-rather 
than have to build a railway or 
highway. Another alternative for 
the USA and Canada was to get 
ships across the narrow land bridge 
between North and South America 
at Panama. This was not as simple 
as the Suez Canal due to the terrain 
which precluded a sea-level canal. 
Finally, in 1914, a canal with a 
series of locks was completed. This 
canal has not only proved to be a 
very viable commercial venture for 
the two nations concerned, but is 
also a vital link in world shipping 
and particularly for world trade. 

POST WORLD WAR II 
TRADE 
At the end of World War II, the 
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world was in a complete mess. 
Britain was greatly weakened, and 
never fully recovered her former 
greatness-even losing much of 
her empire including the naturally 
rich nation of India, which became 
Independent in 1947. However, the 
USA, which had greatly increased 
its manufacturing and internal trade 
within the US and its international 
shipping capacity to supply Britain 
and her other allies during the 
war, now became the undisputed 
leader of world trade. Even 
Russia, which had also increased 
its industrialisation, and now 
challenged the West politically, 
could not compete on the world 
stage. The Americans not only 
exported to many countries, but 
also set up their own manufacturing 
plants in many of those countries 
using US raw materials, especially 
in Britain, Europe, Canada, 
Australia and Japan. 

As early as 1941, even before 
the USA was forced into World 
War II, Roosevelt and Churchill 
held a secret meeting on a warship 
in the Atlantic Ocean, during which 
they came up with an ambitious 
agreement called the Atlantic 
Charter-affirming the rights of 
all nations after the war to equal 
access of raw materials and trade. 
During the latter part of the war, 
representatives of the US and 
British treasuries continued to 
discuss the reconstitution of what 
had been lacking between the two 
wars, a system of international 
payments that would allow trade 
to be conducted without fear of 
sudden currency depreciation or 
wild fluctuations in exchange rates. 
In July 1944, before the end of the 
war, delegates from forty-four allied 
nations met at the beautiful resort 
town of Bretton Woods in the USA 
for a conference, dominated by the 
US and Britain, where they signed 
The Bretton Woods Agreements. 
This set up a complete system of 
rules, institutions and procedures 
to regulate the international mone
tary system, which included the 

establishment of the International 
Monetary Fund (!MF) and the 
International Bank for Reconstruc
tion and Development, later called 
The World Bank. The chief features 
of the Bretton Woods system were 
for each nation to have a policy of 
maintaining the exchange rate of 
its currency in relation to the value 
of gold, with the possibility of the 
!MF being able to bridge temporary 
imbalances. In 1971 in what is 
known as 'The Nixon Shock', the 
US unilaterally terminated the 
convertibility of its dollar to gold. 
This in effect made the US dollar 
the sole backing for all currencies. 
After the war eventually ended the 
US allies, economically exhausted 
by war, really had no alternative 
but to accept the leadership (and 
dominance) of the United States 
despite objections from economists 
such as Britain's John Maynard 
Keynes. On the other hand, without 
a strong market for its goods the 
US would have found it difficult 
to achieve the prosperity it had 
achieved throughout the war. The 
combined value of US and British 
trade being well over 50% of world 
trade, the US decided that to become 
dominant in global trade it had to 
split open the trade of the British 
Empire. US officials decided that 
in the second half of the twentieth 
century the hegemony, long held by 
Britain, would be replaced by US 
hegemony. One senior official of 
the Bank of England described the 
deal reached at Bretton Woods as 
'the greatest blow to Britain next to 
the war'. In more recent years the 
global financial crisis, beginning 
in the USA, coupled with rise of 
Asian countries such as China and 
India, have put a completely new 
slant on world trade. 

Wars do, fortunately, have an 
effect which is positive. They force 
people to improve their technology 
more rapidly than in peacetime, to 
keep ahead of their foes. The two 
great innovations from World War 
II which greatly facilitated world 
trade were the invention of the jet 

engine for planes and radar. Jet 
engines completely revolutionised 
the speed and size of aeroplanes. 
Radar, which had been invented for 
detection purposes, could now be 
used for the safer control of flights 
worldwide. 

It is now useless to try and draw 
a map of world trade because it has 
become a global network involving 
all inhabited areas of the Earth. In 
recent years the biggest change in 
the volume of trade on any route 
has been brought about by the rise 
of China as a new manufacturing 
superpower. From Australia's point 
of view, the increase in exports on 
the trade route to China involving 
our coal and minerals has been 
phenomenal. It appears that, in the 
not too distant future, the old trade 
routes to and from India across the 
world will also be revitalised and 
increased. 

AIR TRANSPORTATION 
TRADE ROUTES 
The invention of manned flight 
by the Wright Brothers in I 903 
in the USA was bound to have a 
revolutionary impact on transport 
and the development of air trade 
routes. The first airmail service 
was set up in the USA in 1916. 
By 1926 improved monoplanes 
were designed and built for freight 
and people transport, leading to 
interconnecting air trade routes 
between the USA, Europe and 
Latin America. In the late 1930s, 
the Douglas DC3 was the major 
aircraft. Large flying boats were 
also used. Airports with concrete 
runways were built. World War II 
saw the accelerated introduction of 
jet propelled planes. After the war 
the British 'Comet' became the first 
commercial jet. Multiple-engined 
planes became the norm for both 
freight and people transport. Radar 
was used for greater safety. Aircraft 
continuously increased in size and 
flying range, until by 2003 we see 
the Boeing 747-200 and the Airbus 
340-500. Today, air transport to 
every known corner of the globe is 
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so popular that WHO estimates that 
500000 people are in the air at any 
one time. Air trade routes are now 
almost uni versa!. 

TRADE COMMUNICATIONS 
AND LOGISTICS 
Trade communications were orig
inally carried out simultaneously 
withthetradeitself. Now,ofcourse, 
communications are carried out by 
mail, telephone, or via the internet 
using the World Wide Web. This 
has made trade on the enormous 
network of world trade routes easy 
and efficient. With ever-increasing 
specialisation and globalisation, 
production is very often located 
far away from consumption, 
rapidly increasing the demand for 
transport. The word logistics is 
often seen these days in regard to 
transport. It refers to the entire 
process of transferring products 
from producer to consumer
including storage, transport, trans
shipment, warehousing, handling 
and packaging, together with the 
associated communications. 

CONTAINERISATION 
One of the great innovations in 
the twentiety century which has 
had a dramatic impact on world 
trade, was the introduction of 
standard shipping containers. 
Small containers of different sizes 
had been used for many years, 
but in 1955 two men in the USA, 
McLean and Pantlinger, designed 
the standard interrnodal 8 feet x 
8 feet x 10 feet steel container, 
with brackets to allow its handling 
by cranes and other equipment. 
This basically became the 
international world standard and is 
used on trucks, trains and aircraft. 
Special container trading centres 
grew up, such as Hong Kong, 
storing and handling many millions 
of containers. Today 90% of all non
bulk goods traded internationally 
are carried on container ships, 
including 20% from China. 
Specially built container ships 
carrying up to 14500 containers are 

in common use. To suit standard 
containers, special designs of rail 
freight cars and road trucks have 
become the vogue. Containers 
have increased the efficiency of 
world trade tremendously. 

PIPELINES 
Another very efficient type of 
trade route for liquids and gases 
is the steel pipeline. The steel 
pipe was invented around 1830 in 
the USA, and by 1859 pipelines 
were constructed to carry oil from 
the Pennsylvania oilfields. In the 
1880s oil was discovered in Russia, 
and the first of many pipelines in 
and from that country over vast 
distances began. Today, apart 
from petroleum products, in many 
countries, pipelines are used to pipe 
water, natural gas, and specially 
chemicals. For example, there is 
a pipeline from Central Australia 
to Sydney carrying ethylene gas 
for use in the manufacture of 
polyethylene products. 

AUSTRALIAN TRADE 
From its founding in 1788, 
Australia has had a very strong 
trade route to England and Europe. 
For many years, of course, the 
simplest means of trade between 
the large coastal cities of Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane,Adelaide and 
Perth was by boat. In the 1850s a 
major gold rush put Australia on 
the world trade map. By 1890, 
while still remaining part of the 
British empire, the six separate 
colonies of Australia (including 
Tasmania) gained their own 
responsible government to manage 
their own affairs. They were 
amalgamated in 1901, and in 1907 
the Commonwealth of Australia 
was established as a dominion of 
the British empire. 

Australia's two-way trade 
in goods and services is today 
worth over 500 billion dollars 
annually, a vital component of 
Australia's economic prosperity. 
In the field of trade, Australia is 
a member of the United Nations 

G20, Commonwealth of Nations, 
ANZUS, APEC, OECD, Pacific 
Islands Forum and World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). Australia 
is the thirteenth largest world 
economy and has a higher per 
capita GDP than the UK, France, 
Germany, Canada and Japan, and 
is on par with the USA. One in 
five jobs in Australia depends on 
international exports, particularly 
from our mrnrng industries. 
Australia is also the fourth largest 
international exporter of wine. 

Australia's growth initially 
depended on its explorers. In 1813 
Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth 
crossed the Blue Mountains to the 
west of Sydney, opening up the vast 
agricultural lands that have been 
so productive. From the 1830s 
wool, our greatest export for many 
years, was one of the results of 
this. Between 1830 and 1850, our 
exports of wool increased twenty 
times. Unfortunately, 'riding on the 
sheep's back' did not last for ever. 
Cheaper plastic textiles dealt it a 
body blow. 

Today there is no doubt we are 
one of the richest countries in the 
world because of the utilisation of 
our mining resources. I would like 
to quote from the views held by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics on 
this subject. It was the discovery 
of payable alluvial gold in 1851 
near Bathurst NSW, followed by 
the rich Victorian goldfields, that 
gave impetus to the metalliferous 
sector of the mining industry. 
The many immigrants from other 
lands, the infrastructure which 
resulted, and the increasing export 
trade-all of which came from 
the ever-increasing realisation of 
the mineral potential of the young 
country-profoundly influenced 
development of Australia from the 
1850s onwards, and even up to 
the present day. Well-established 
trade routes developed between the 
mining towns that grew up as trade 
centres for the minerals mined in 
their particular areas. The interest 
and expertise m prospecting 
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aroused by the success of gold led 
to the discovery of many other 
metals and minerals throughout 
Australia. For example, tin was 
discovered in different parts of the 
country from 1872, and by 1880 
Australia was the major source 
for the world. The fabulous lode 
of silver, lead and zinc discovered 
at Broken Hill in 1883 led to the 
construction of the important 
trading port of Newcastle, and even 
the BHP steelworks. Many of our 
highly engineered ports for the 
export trade in minerals overseas 
had their beginnings in the first 
half of the twentieth century. The 
metalliferous mining industry, 
with its associated refineries 
and smelters, were then well 
established. Although gold was 
still pre-eminent, accounting for 
three quarters of our metalliferous 
mine exports, the importance of 
copper, lead and silver, taking 
up most of the other quarter, was 
quickly developing. From 1923 
lead, zinc, silver, and finally copper 
were produced in large quantities at 
Mt Isa. Until 1950, although coal 
was mined in various areas, very 
little was exported overseas. By the 
mid-l 960s the Australian mining 
industry began its great expansion, 
with growth in both production and 
export. By the late 1960s 'Australia 
was a world force in black coal, 
bauxite (aluminium), iron ore, 
nickel, manganese, titanium and 
zirconium, and the first major 
uranium deposits had been found'. 

Japan became our major 
customer for coal, iron ore and 
bauxite. Australia was on the way 
to becoming the world's largest 
coal exporter. A major expansion 
in Australia's aluminium export 
industryfollowed majordiscoveries 
of bauxite in Western Australia. A 
five-year nickel exploration and 
discovery boom in WA resulted in 
Australia becoming a major world 
producer and exporter in this field. 
Between 1965 and 1982 spending 
on exploration alone increased 
from 22 to 576 million dollars 

annually. By 1982 also, exports of 
petroleum oil and gas had increased 
tremendously, and exploration 
alone in this field increased to 948 
million dollars a year, producing a 
huge export trade. In recent years, 
despite the long-held opinion that 
Australia had very little iron ore, 
enormous quantities have been 
discovered in the WA Pilbara 
resulting in ever-increasing exports 
to Japan and especially to China. 
The original old mining star 'gold' 
was also increasing at an incredible 
rate. By 1989, proven deposits of 
gold had increased to 1486 tonnes, 
and our export market exceeded 60 
tonnes per annum. Today Australia 
is the world's largest exporter of 
coal (35% of world trade), iron ore, 
lead, diamonds, titanium ore, zinc 
and zirconium; second largest in 
gold and uranium; and third largest 
in aluminium. Mining contributes 
5-6% of our GDP (versus only 1-6% 
in the USA). 

THE NORTON STORY 
The story of Norton, the company 
I worked for over a period of forty
three years, is an ideal typical 
example of how Australia and 
World Trade has changed in the last 
seventy years. 

Norton, an American company, 
was the largest manufacturer of 
abrasives, sandpapers and grinding 
wheels in the world. Prior to 1945, 
since the market in Australia was so 
small, Norton joined with 3M (the 
largest adhesive tape manufacturer) 
to form a company called Durex. 
Within a couple years they fell 
foul of the US anti-monopoly law, 
as a monopoly for the export of 
these products to Australia and 
Europe. So they had to split up 
worldwide, and Norton renewed 
the Australian operation which they 
called Australian Durex Products, 
and which began making Durex 
'sticky' tapes at Lidcombe and 
marketing Norton US abrasive 
products. In 1950 they built the only 
'abrasive maker' in the southern 
hemisphere-which could produce 

up to 15 miles a day of 48-inch-wide 
sandpaper. The Lidcombe plant 
also built equipment to convert the 
sandpaper into sheets, discs, narrow 
belts and wide belts. Adhesive 
tapes, including cellophane tapes, 
paper tapes, PVC tapes, masking 
tapes etc, plus adhesives in cans 
and tubes, were also later produced 
at this plant. Another plant was 
also built to make grinding wheels. 
The resulting products were 
shipped all round Australia and to 
all countries in South-East Asia 
from Singapore right across to the 
Philippines and down to Indonesia. 
Export volumes from Australia 
to Asia grew so well that within 
the next twenty years or so I built 
manufacturing plants for adhesive 
tapes and sandpaper conversion 
products in Singapore, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and the Philippines. As a 
result, I also taught them how to 
make our products, not realising that 
eventually they would be exporting 
products Australia. Norton, who 
also had manufacturing plants in 
England, France, Germany, India 
and Japan, was eventually taken 
over by a huge French conglomerate 
called St Gobain. Last year I 
was informed that St Gobain is 
closing down all manufacturing 
operations in Australia forthwith, 
and the three-acre Lidcombe 
plant, previously employing well 
over l000 people and with over 
a million gallons of inflammable 
liquids stored underground, is to 
be turned, unbelievably, into a 
Korean Christian church! So we 
see that Australian manufacturing, 
including the use of many small 
contractors as typified by Norton, is 
virtually disappearing and the trade 
routes to Asia have been completely 
reversed. When you think that in 
1950 China had no manufacturing 
plants such as ours, has now 
become the greatest manufacturing 
nation in the world, and many of the 
trade routes to Asia from Australia, 
Europe and the USA have reversed, 
the change is almost unbelievable 
and dramatic. 
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NAME .......................................................................................................................... . DATE ..................................................... . 

I THE HISTORY OF WORLD TRADE ROUTES I 
DEFINITIONS AND USES: 
1. What is a trade route? ................................................................................................................................... . 

2. Why are trade routes important in world history? ....................................................................... . 

············ ............................................................................................................................................................................. . 

AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS TRADE ROUTES: 
1. FD McCarthy was a scholar who published documents about Aboriginal trade routes. 

What did he discover about the movement of goods by the Aboriginals? 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

2. What were Dreaming Trails? ....................................................................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

3. How did Aboriginal tools reflect the geographical location of Aboriginal people? 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

TRADE ROUTES OF THE MIDDLE EAST PRIOR TO 2500 BCE: 
1. What was Cata/ Huyuk? Why was it important? ............................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

2. Locate Mesopotamia ......................................................................................................................................... . 

3. Mesopotamia was famous for the beginnings of urbanisation. Why did trade flourish 
in urban Mesopotamia? .................................................................................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

4. Describe a Sumerian invention. Argue why this invention is still important in the 
21st century .......................................................................................................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

5. What was the importance of the Nile River to Egyptians during the days of the 
pyramid? ................................................................................................................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

6. Describe lapis lazuli .......................................................................................................................................... . 

Give examples of how lapis lazuli is used today ............................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

7. Write a list of goods that were traded by the Indus Valley civilisation ......................... . 

·························································································································································································· 

8. Research and write a paragraph describing how Australian history includes the use 
of the camel. . ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

················ .. ········· .............................................................................................................................................................. . 

·························································································································································································· 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
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NAME ........................................................................................................................... DATE ..................................................... . 

I THE HISTORY OF WORLD TRADE ROUTES I 
EARLY CHINESE MARITIME ROUTES: 
1. Summarise the evidence which indicates that maritime trade routes were used 

extensively in China ........................................................................................................................................... . 

·························································································································································································· 

·························································································································································································· 

·························································································································································································· 
PRE-ROMAN TRADE: (a) The Greeks 
1. What was the difference between the trade of the Cycladic, Minoan and Mycenaean 

. ·1· t· ? 
CIVI ISO ions ............................................................................................................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

(b) The Persian and Hellenistic empires 
1. Describe, in words, the breadth of the empire of the Hellenistic civilisation . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

2. Develop a table of traded commodities during the Persian and Hellenistic empires. 
Next to each commodity, suggest reasons for its use. 

(c) The Phoenicians 
1. The Phoenicians were able to resurrect the Mediterranean economy. 

How did this happen? What was its significance to the region? 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

·······················--··········································· .. ,·················--··············--··············--···--·················--····················--·········--······· 
.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

..................................... , ................................................................................................................................................... . 
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NAME .......................................................................................................................... . DATE ..................................................... . 

I THE HISTORY OF WORLD TRADE ROUTES I 
ROMAN TRADE: 
1. What is the difference between the negotiatores and the mercatores? 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

·····································································"··············································"·························· ........................................ . 

2. What were the main differences between the achievements in trade of the Roman 
empire and empires that preceded Rome? Suggest reasons for the differences . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

················································································································································· .. ,· .................................... . 
...................................................................................................................................................... , .................................. . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

THE GREAT INDIAN OCEAN MARITIME TRADING NETWORK: 
1. Write down ten major points relating to the Great Indian Ocean Maritime Trading 

Network covered in this section of the paper ................................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

························· .. ······························ ................................................................................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

CHINA AND THE SILK ROAD: 
1. Draw a simple map of the Ancient Silk Road trade route, as described in the paper. 

(Ensure that your trade route has a border, key, scale, direction, and title.) 

2. Make a list of commodities traded along the Silk Road ............................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Choose one commodity and prepare a short presentation to the class outlining its 
history; its use/ function; who traded the commodity and why; its value today. 

·············································································································--·· ........................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

3. Why was the city of Chang'an important in the Silk Road trade? ........................................ . 

························· ................................................................................................................................................................ . 

········ .. ··--··--·······························"······"···························· .................................................................................................. . 
.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
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NAME .......................................................................................................................... . DATE ..................................................... . 

I THE HISTORY OF WORLD TRADE ROUTES I 
IGNORANCE BY THE WEST: 
1. What three inventions did Francis Bacon claim 'changed the face of civilisation more 

than any others'? .............................................................................................................................................. . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

······················· .................................................................................................................................................................. . 
Do you agree with his claim? Why, or why not? ............................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

···································································· ... · ................................................................................................................. . 
.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

2. Why was the Silk Road replaced by maritime routes in the 14th century? 

·························································································································································································· 

·························································································································································································· 
.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

CHINA'S GRAND CANAL: 

1. Why did the author mention China's Grand Canal in his article? .......................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

What was its significance for the Chinese? ...................................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

MARITIME WORLD TRADE AFTER 1400 CE - ZHENG HE FROM CHINA: 
1. Write ten interesting facts about Zheng He from the information provided, plus 

additional research. . ........................................................................................................................................ . 

·························································································································································································· 

·························································································································································································· 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

···············--···················--······························----·········· .... , .................................................................................................. . 
Prepare a one-page WORD document to illustrate the facts to your peers. 
Accurately acknowledge the sources of your facts. Ensure that the sources 
are from a variety of areas. 
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NAME .......................................................................................................................... . DATE ..................................................... . 

I THE HISTORY OF WORLD TRADE ROUTES I 

TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO WORLD WARS: 

1. Explain the decline of British dominance in world trade . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

2. Why was the Panama Canal so important for world trade? ..................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

····························································· .. ···························································· .. ········ .. ··············· ............. , ........... ,,, ....... . 
.............. ,,,.,, ..................................................................................................................................................................... . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

POST WORLD WAR II: 
1. Outline the rise of US dominance on the world stage ................................................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

2. Discuss the impact of technological change in the second half of the 20th century . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................... 

3. Choose one of the following to research its significance 
in the contemporary global economy. 

0 aircraft 

0 telecommunications 

0 containerisation 

O pipelines 

0 the Internet and computers 
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,Oesdo 1ropico ardente ao Cinto frio 
by C.R. Boxer 

" ., . 
An enterprising Italian globetrotter, 
Francesco Gemelli Careri, who 
made the voyage from Manila 
to Acapulco at the end of the 
seventeenth century (June 1697 
- January 1698), wrote of this 
harrowing experience: 

The voyage from the Philippine 
Islands to America may be called the 
longest and most dreadful of any in 
the world; as well because of the vast 
ocean to be crossed, being almost the 
one-half of the terraqueous globe, 
with the wind always ahead; as for 
the terrible tempests that happen 
there, one upon the back of another, 
and for the desperate diseases that 
seize people, in seven or eight 
months, lying at sea sometimes near 
the line, sometimes cold, sometimes 
temperate, and sometimes hot, which 
is enough to destroy a man of steel, 
much more flesh and blood, which at 

sea had but indifferent food. 

Gemelli Careri's observation 
recalls that of another Italian 
over a century earlier, the Jesuit 
Alessandro Valignano, who termed 
the voyage between Lisbon and 
Goa 'without any doubt the greatest 
and most arduous of any that are 
known in the world'. 

In point of fact, there was little to 
choose between them, as they each 

ROUTES ACROSS THE PACIFIC 
TAKEN BY THE GALLEONS 

took about seven or eight months 
and passed through latitudes of 
tropical heat and bitter cold. But 
in one respect the Portuguese 
carreira da India, as the round
voyage between Lisbon and Goa 
was termed, was worse than the 
comparable carrera de Filipinas 
between Mexico and Manila. 

For whereas the former took 
about the same time in either 
direction, the voyage from 
Acapulco to the Philippines was 
a much easier affair over a Mar 
de Damas or 'Ladies' Sea'. As 
Gemelli Careri observed: 'They 
that come from New Spain to the 
Islands sail continually upon the 
same parallel of 13 degrees. For 
sailing from Acapulco, which is in 
seventeen, to the thirteen aforesaid, 
they always run in a straight line, 
before the wind, on a smooth sea 
(whence that is called the Pacific 
Ocean by the Spaniards) as if 
they were in a canal, without any 
roughness of water. So that they 
came in sixty, or at furthest sixty
five days to the Mariana Islands, 
and thence in fifteen or twenty to 
the Philippines.' 

El Mar de/ Sur, the Southern 
Sea, was the usual Spanish term for 

() 
, 

the Pacific, by way of contrast to 
the Mar de/ Norte, as they termed 
the Atlantic Ocean. The Spaniards 
first discovered the Philippines on 
the globe-girdling voyage of the 
Victoria, begun by Magellan in 
1519 and completed by Del Cano 
in 1522 after Magellan's death in a 
futile skirmish at Mactan. 

The Spaniards were looking 
chiefly for spices when the Basque 
town clerk of Mexico City, Miguel 
Lopez de Legazpi, arrived with the 
pioneer conquistadores at Cebu 
in 1565. He soon realised that if 
the coveted cloves and nutmegs 
obtained by the Portuguese from 
the neighbouring Moluccas were 
unobtainable, Chinese silks and 
other products of the richest and 
oldest civilisation in the world were 
close at hand. 

The Chinese from Fukien 
province had been trading with 
the Philippines for centuries, and 
Legazpi wrote with justifiable 
optimism in 1569: 'We shall gain 
the commerce with China, whence 
come silks, porcelains, benzoin, 
musk, and other articles.' His 
occupation of Manila in 1571 was 
the first step in this direction; and 
although he died the next year, the 
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two galleons of 1573 left with a 
cargo which included seven hundred 
and twelve bales of Chinese silk 
and twenty-two thousand and three 
hundred pieces of 'fine gilt china 
and other porcelain wares'. 

This was the beginning of a 
pattern of long-distance oceanic 
trade which lasted for nearly two 
hundred and fifty years. For 
most of this period, Manila was 
commercially little more than an 
extrepot where Spanish-American 
silver was exchanged for Chinese 
silks. 

The Manila-Acapulco galleon 
trade had its ups and downs like 
everything else; but Gemelli Careri 
was so impressed by the apparent 
prosperity of Manila in 1697 that 
he thought the city 'was to be 
accounted one of the greatest places 
for trade in the world ... For here 
are to be found the silver of New 
Spain and Peru, and for the east, the 
diamonds of Golconda, the rubies, 
topazes, sapphires, and precious 
cinnamon of Ceylon, the pepper 
of Sumatra and Java, the cloves 
and nutmegs of the Mo! uccas, the 
pearls and rich carpets of Persia, the 
fine silks and stuffs of Bengal; the 
camphor of Borneo, the benjamin 
and ivory of Cambodia, the musk 
of Ryukyu; the silks, muslins, 
calicoes and quilts, with the curious 
porcelain and other rarities of 
China'. 

He concluded: 'It is easy to 
perceive how advantageously 
Manila is seated to gather vast 
riches by trade, because a vessel 
sailing thence to Acapulco returns 
loaded with silver, the profit being 
four hundred per cent.' 

The profits were indeed great, 
but they were largely made from 
fraud and contraband. Since the 
export of Chinese silks to Mexico 
competed with Spanish textiles 
shipped from Seville across the 
Atlantic, and since the Crown 
objected to the flood of silver from 
Mexico and Peru being diverted 
across the Pacific by way of Manila 
to China, severe legal restrictions 

Model of a Portuguese(?) carrack, or armed merchantman, 
which was rivalled by the strongly-built Spanish galleons 

were placed on the galleon trade. 
The limit assigned by the Crown 

on the value of Chinese goods 
shipped at Manila was first fixed 
at two hundred and fifty thousand 
pesos (pieces-of-eight) yearly, with 
a sale value in Mexico of double 
that amount. But the galleons on 
their return voyage from Acapulco 
often had between one and two 
million pesos on board. 

Nor was the smuggling of silk and 
silver confined to the !rans-Pacific 
crossing. It likewise flourished in 
the coastal trade between the two 
Vice-royalties of Mexico and Peru, 
al though the re-export of Chinese 
silks from Acapulco to Lima was 
first severely limited and finally 
prohibited altogether in 163 I. 
The response to such legislative 
economic nonsense was merely 
more fraud and evasion. As Don 
Juan Grau y Monfalcon, the Catalan 
representative of the city of Manila 
at the court of Madrid, frankly 

admitted in a lengthy Memorial 
Informativo to the Crown in 1637: 

It cannot be denied that in every 
branch of maritime trade throughout 

the whole world, without any 
exception whatsoever, frauds and 

excesses exist; and that many dutiable 
and prohibited goods are let through 
the Customs on the pretext that they 
are registered and permitted, when in 
fact they are not. This is well known, 
but unavoidable for two main reasons: 
(a) it would require an elaborate and 
very expensive staff to enforce the 
regulations properly, and trade would 
come to a halt if every package was 
opened and carefully cheeked; (b) the 
onerous burden of taxes, custom dues 
and duties, inevitably encourages 
evasions and smuggling. Hence the 
accepted routine of taking at their 
face value the sworn declarations of 
imported goods, which are in fact 
deliberately undervalued, and the 
Customs officials relying on more or 
less perfunctory and sporadic spot~ 
checks. 

How farcical the sworn declaration 
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(jactura jurada) was in practice 
can be seen in the following typical 
instance. When Dr Antonio de 
Morga, formerly Oidor (High Court 
Judge) at Manila and at Mexico 
City, was transferred to Quito 
in 1615, he took with him from 
Acapulco about forty thousand 
pesos worth of contraband Chinese 
silks. These smuggled silks were 
officially registered as his personal 
library of legal books. They formed 
only a portion of the one million 
pesos worth of contraband Chinese 
silks in the little ship in which he 
sailed. 

If a senior Crown lawyer flouted 
the legal prohibitions in such a way, 
it is not surprising that everyone 
else did likewise. Gemelli Careri 
tells us that in his day, the captain 
of a Manila galleon could expect 
to make forty thousand pieces-of
eight in a single voyage, the pilot 
twenty thousand, his mates nine 
thousand each, and so down the 
chain of command in proportion. 
Naturally the people at the top did 
best of all. TheMarquisofCerralvo, 
Viceroy of Mexico, in 1624-35 
'was thought to get a million a 
year, what with gifts and presents, 
what with his trading to Spain 
and the Philippines', according 
to a contemporary Englishman in 
Mexico. 

But if the profits were great, so 
were the risks. This was especially 
so, as the foregoing quotations from 
Gemelli Careri make clear, on the 
voyage of six to eight months from 
Manila to Acapulco, which took the 
galleons to high northern latitudes 
and bitterly cold weather. When 
there was more than one galleon, 
and there were never more than 
two or three, they were supposed 
to sail in company, in order to 
help each other if necessary. But 
as Dr Antonio de Morga wrote 
after making the voyage himself 
in 1603: 'each galleon navigates 
alone, crowding all possible sail, 
and no one waits for another, nor 
do they sight each other at all 
en route.' As happened with the 

Portuguese Indiamen from Goa, the 
Manila galleons often left too late 
in the season and ran into typhoons 
off the coast of Japan. The Crown 
repeatedly ordered that they should 
leave by mid-June at the latest, but 
in point of fact they often left in 
July or August. 

When the galleons left their 
terminal port of Cavite in Manila 
Bay on the voyage for Acapulco, 
they were usually well provisioned 
and watered. They picked up further 
supplies of fresh provisions as they 
threaded through the labyrinth 
of islands on the dangerous and 
difficult first leg of the voyage to the 
Embocadero, or mouth of the strait 
on the Pacific. At this time Gemilli 
Careri noted: 'It was pleasant to see 
the ship like a floating garden with 
such abundance of fruit and greens, 
brought from the neighbouring 
parts, as also swine and hens', by 
the Filipinos, 'in their caracoas, 
or boats, sewed with Indian cane, 
which have a sail made of mat, 
triangular or pyramidal, fastened 
to two poles, and long canes on the 
sides to prevent oversetting.' Nor 
were shipboard diversions, such 
as dancing and cock-fighting (a 
passion shared by Spaniards and 
Filipinos) lacking during this time. 

It was a different story a few 
weeks later, when the galleon was 
apt to encounter variable winds 
and fierce storms as she beat up 
to a sufficient height off the east 
coast of Japan to gain the required 
altitude to fall in with the eastward
flowing Kurosiwo, or Japan current, 
and the prevailing westerly winds. 
These would propel her across the 
Pacific between the thirty-first and 
the forty-fourth parallels. 'Then', 
wrote Gemelli Careri, recording his 
own experiences, the poor people 
on board, 'endure no less hardships 
than the children oflsrael did, when 
they went from Egypt towards 
Palestine. There is hunger, thirst, 
sickness, cold, continual watching, 
and other sufferings; besides the 
terrible shocks from side to side', 
when the galleon pitched and rolled 

in the heavy seas. 
However well provisioned and 

watered the ship might be when it 
cleared the Embocadero, both food 
and water deteriorated rapidly on 
the long Pacific crossing, although 
rain squalls could usually be relied 
upon to replenish the latter. The 
mortality among the ill-clad sailors 
and poorer passengers was often 
very heavy; and even the richer 
and better supplied voyagers were 
frequently decimated by scurvy. 
Thirty or forty per cent of those on 
board perished as a general rule, 
and sixty or even seventy per cent 
not infrequently. 

The worst recorded instance 
was provided by the galleon San 
Jose which left Manila for Mexico 
in 1656. Over a year later, she 
drifted helplessly past Acapulco, 
and when she was finally found 
by some boats off the coast of 
Guatemala, all those on board were 
dead, though the sails were set and 
her rich cargo of Chinese silks 
was intact. Several other galleons 
were lost at sea without any trace 
of survivors; and many more were 
wrecked or foundered with greater 
or lesser loss of life. Yet as Gemelli 
Careri observed: 'Notwithstanding 
the dreadful sufferings in this 
prodigious voyage, yet the desire of 
gain prevails with many to venture 
through it, four, six, and some ten 
times. The very sailors, though 
they forswear the voyage when 
out at sea, yet when they come to 
Acapulco,forthelureof275 pieces
of-eight, the king allows them for 
the return, never remember past 
sufferings; like women after their 
labour.' 

Some of this mortality was 
unavoidable on such a long 
voyage when six or seven months 
might elapse between clearing 
the Embocadero and first sighting 
land off the coast of California; but 
some of it could have been avoided. 
For instance, the Crown repeatedly 
ordered that only Filipinos familiar 
with the sea should be embarked 
as grwnetes, or apprentice sailors, 
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and that they should be supplied 
with adequate clothing against the 
cold weather, but both stipulations 
were frequently ignored. Similarly, 
repeated Crown decrees that the 
white seamen of the carrera de 
Filipinas should be adequately 
paid and fed were likewise often 
disregarded. In both Spain and 
Portugal, for all their importance 
as seaborne empires dependent 
on maritime lifelines, sailors and 
mariners were habitually despised 
as the scum of the working class,and 
consequently expendable. Social 
prejudice proved a more potent 
factor than Crown legislation from 
the time of Christopher Columbus 
to that of the Napoleonic Wars. 

A part from the natural hazards 
of the voyage, the Manila galleons 
were a natural target for Spain's 
European enemies in time of war. 
The Dutch never succeeded in 
capturing one during their long 
struggle with Spain which ended 
in 1648, although they often tried. 
The English were more successful, 
their most spectacular prize being 
the Nuestra SeHora de Covadonga, 
taken by Commodore Anson on 
his round-the-world voyage (30 
June 1743). The English found one 
million, three hundred and thirteen 
thousand, eight hundred and forty
three pieces-of-eight on board, as 
well as thirty-five thousand, six 
hundred and thirty-two ounces 
of bullion. Much of this silver 
was contraband, being discovered 
hidden in the most unlikely places, 
including rinds of cheese, apart from 
more obvious hiding-places such as 
the ship's beams and timbers. The 
commander of the Covadonga, 
Don Jeronimo de Monteiro, was a 
Portuguese, and a former pilot of 
the carrera de Filipinas. Here, as 
in the Portuguese carreira da India 
between Lisbon and Goa, a few 
experienced pilots were always the 
mainstay of the line. One of the 
most famous was Jose Gonzalez 
Cabrera Bueno, whose Navegaci6n 
especulativa y pr6ctica (Manila, 
1734) became the textbook for the 

pilots of the Manila 
galleons. 

The stoutly-built 

re 
7. 
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Manila galleons, w hi eh 
repeatedly defeated the 
Dutch in their attacks 
on the Philippines bet
ween 1600 and 1648, 
rivalled the Portuguese 
India carracks as the 
largest vessels of their 
time, some of them 
attaining about two 
thousand tons. They 
were built under the 
supervision of Spanish 
shipwrights by drafted 
Filipino labourers who 
were subjected to many 
abuses, despite spora
dic and ineffectual 

ELOGIO 
Frontpiece of Navegacidn especulativa y prdctica 
by Jose Gonzalez Cabrera Bueno, Manila, 1734 

legislation by the Crown. Wages 
were sometimes five years in 
arrears, and the mortality in the 
labour gangs cutting timber in the 
woods was very high. It took six 
thousand labourers three months to 
haul the masts of one galleon from 
the mountains in 1613. Even after 
the long drawn-out struggle with 
the Dutch was over, the abuses of 

(Courtesy British Library) 

forced labour for the shipyards 
continued. These led to revolts 
among the Yisayas in 1649, and 
among the Pampangas of Luzon in 
1660. They were both ruthlessly 
suppressed; and it is remarkable 
how loyal the great bulk of the 
Christianised Filipinos remained to 
their Spanish rulers until the closing 
decade of the nineteenth century. 

reprinted from HEMISPHERE 

['i!E] 

" . 
·:"'-.:.~~-. . . -· ' ~ ~ .. t'°i:'. ~_;_,,,,_,_-, '," ;,, ':,,/~~,-;,,.,_.,,,·:;~-~:; .. 

--.:,n,c»..~,-¾S..~'-'-'j,•\',,,,,.,_,-,,.,.. ½'!><...'-t:.:.~,4',, ~~--"'~l;:4"-. · · 

A galleon, where all the parts were numbered and identified 
(Courtesy British Library) 

42 f'im'li) JOURNAL OF THE ASIA EDUCATION TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 



NAME DATE 

WORKSHEET 
O Explain the term entrepot ........................................................................................................................... . 

O Why was the Pacific Ocean thus named? ............................................................................................ . 

O When and how was the Philippines discovered by the Spanish? 

0 Name six (6) products sought by the Spanish. 

O Explain why porcelain and silk were so valued in Europe. 

O Why was the location of Manila so significant? 

0 Outline the significance of the Mexico/Philippines trade. 

0 Describe some of the hazards that sailors faced on these voyages. 

EMPATHY TASK: 
Imagine you were a sailor on one of these galleons. Describe one of your voyages 
which took seven (7) months. In that time you are attacked by the Dutch. 
How did you survive? What was the conclusion of the voyage? 
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A HISTORY- LITERATURE UNIT 8ASEP ON AN HISTORICAL 
NARRATIVE FOR YEAR 4 STUOENTS 

by JULIE O'KEEFFE 

Adventures of the Treasure Fleet 
China discovers the World 

written by Ann Bowler 

Tuttle Publishing 
ISBN 13: 978-0-8048-3673-0 

ISBN-10: 0-8048-3673-6 

(available from Amazon Books) 

This book is an historical story about the Chinese Admiral Zheng He (pronounced Jung Huh) 
and combines factual and narrative text and effective illustrations to give students 

a sound understanding of his voyages between 1405 and 1433. 

LINKS WITH THE DRAFT AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
CURRICULUM - YEAR 4 

Knowledge and understanding 
0 Early contacts 

0 Navigators and explorers charting the Australian continent 
and other parts of the world up to the early 19th century 

Perspectives and interpretations 
0 Identify different points of view 

Comprehension and communication 
0 Sequence historical people and events 
0 Use historical terms 
0 Develop historical texts, particularly narratives 
0 Use a range of communication forms 

Introducing the book 
0 Introduce students to this book by opening the cover out wide so both front and back covers can be seen all 

together. Cover all words in the title and encourage students to use the cover illustrations to talk about what 
they can see, where they think the book might be set, who might be in the story, when the story is written and 
what might be happening in the story. Talk about whether the story is set in the past or now and what clues 
from the cover illustration point to this. 

0 Reveal the title The Adventures of the Treasure Fleet and establish student understanding of the words and 
their connection with the cover illustrations. List things students would view as 'treasure'. 

0 Show students all the title and discuss what China discovers the World means. Talk about their knowledge 
and understanding of who they thought 'discovered' the world. 

0 Open to the inside of the book and observe the map of the world. Identify and name the countries on the map 
and talk about other features of the map. Link the marked routes on the map with the title of the book and 
have students predict what they think the story will be about. 

0 Compare this map with a modern world map and talk about place and country names that have changed and 
those that are still the same. Discuss the proximity of the marked routes of the voyages to Australia. 

0 Initially walk students through the book, allowing them to identify features of the layout of the book 
and predict what could be happening through the story from the illustrations. Draw their attention to the 
narrative text and the factual text. 

0 Read the narrative out aloud first, then the factual text. 
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Admiral Zheng He's story through the narrative text 
0 Describe the major and minor characters in the story-the Emperor,Admiral Zheng He, Prince Parameswara, 

and the King of Siam. 

0 Identify and describe the purpose of the initial voyage from the viewpoint of the Emperor. 

0 Create a Qualities profile of Admiral Zheng He and explain why the Emperor chose him to lead the voyage. 

0 Describe how China prepared for the first voyage. List the workers involved and comment on the role of the 
Emperor and Zheng He in this stage of preparation. 

0 Name all the things (including people) that were loaded on board the ships before setting sail. Describe your 
impressions of the fleet. 

0 Describe and explain the response of the people of China to the Treasure Fleet setting sail. 

0 Create a correctly sequenced Timeline showing the countries Admiral Zheng He landed in, the response of 
the people of the different lands towards him, and what he did at each place. 

0 Plot the voyage on a world map as the story is read. 

0 Identify complications in the narrative experienced by the fleet as it sailed from place to place (eg. soldiers 
ready to attack the Treasure Fleet, fighting the pirates, the conflict between the King of Siam and Prince of 
Malacca, and the storm). Discuss the resolution of the complications. [HANDOUT I] 

0 Describe the change in Malacca. Give reasons for this change. 

0 Identify and describe the effect of the use of descriptive vocabulary in the text including similes, adjectives 
and adverbs. 

0 Discuss the place of prayer in Zheng He's life. 

0 Sum up how the Emperor and Zheng He felt about the initial voyage. 

0 Discuss the link between the illustrations and the text. Create own art works to represent the places visited in 
this journey. 

0 Students describe their impressions, understandings and viewpoints of the voyage of Admiral Zheng He, as 
told through the narrative. Link this discussion with the title of the story. 

0 Create a frieze, or 3D sculptures, of the animals Zheng He took back to the Emperor (eg. leopards, lions, 
zebras, giraffe). 

0 Collect and display examples and pictures of the 'treasure' that Zheng He gathered from places he visited 
(eg. cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon, incense and pepper). Talk about why they would be viewed as 'treasure' by 
the Chinese. Show students examples of silk and porcelain. 

Admiral Zheng He's journey through the factual text ( along the bottom of each page) 

0 Read the text and identify key points from the information. 

0 Organise factual text under headings such as Dates, Preparation, Countries visited, Interaction with leaders 
of countries visited, Treasure amassed, Relationships established with rulers, Inventions, Weaponry, Treasure 
Fleet, Culture of places visited. Students contribute information on 'post-it notes' to match the headings. 

0 When the information is sorted, discuss and write a summarising statement about the information under each 
heading. 

0 Compare the factual and narrative texts of Zheng He's voyage/s. Discuss the purpose and effectiveness of 
both. Re-read the narrative and complement with the main points from the factual text. 

0 Construct vocabulary lists about different parts of the voyages such as weaponry, inventions and treasure. 

0 Add dates and more explicit information to theTimeline created from the narrative. [HANDOUT 2] 
Talk about century and the 15th century. 

0 Do the maths! Use the dates to work out how long ago Admiral Zheng He undertook his seven voyages. 

0 Use the facts to create a fact file about the ships in the Treasure Fleet. [ HANDOUTS 3 & 4] 

More to do 
0 Retell the story of Admiral Zheng He combining the factual and narrative text. Students could create a jointly 

constructed scroll representing each voyage and use it to support their retelling. 

0 Take on the role of Admiral Zheng He and the Emperor and reflect on and tell about the voyages from each 
person's viewpoint. 
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0 In groups, students dramatise aspects of different parts of each voyage. Perform each part of the voyages in 
chronological order to give an overview of the seafaring life and achievements of Admiral Zheng He. 
Add large puppets of animals, treasure and pirates on long sticks to add to the dramatic effect of the 
performance. Use musical instruments to create an atmospheric background. 

0 Imagine you are a scribe on one of the ships in the Treasure Fleet. Write about an event, place or treasure that 
really impressed you. 

0 Work in pairs or small groups to create a model of one of the ships of the Treasure Fleet. Label the completed 
model. 

Some serious discussion 
0 Identify and discuss the benefits of the voyages to China and to the countries the Chinese visited. 

Discuss and describe any negatives to either China or the countries visited. f HANDOUT 5] 

0 Explain how China's inventions assisted in the success of Zheng He's voyages. 

0 Evaluate the significance of Admiral Zheng He's Treasure Fleet and his voyages. 
How and why is Zheng He and his voyages important? 

[HANDOUT6] 

[HANDOUT7J 

0 Compare the viewpoints of Emperor Zhu Di and Emperor Zhu Gaochi towards the Treasure Fleet voyages. 
Organise a debate around either Emperor's viewpoint. f HANDOUT 81 

0 Hypothesise and discuss - if Zheng He had landed in northern Australia on one of his voyages 

Further investigation 

to Indonesia (Malacca), what may have happened? 

- if China had continued to discover the rest of the world instead of stopping the 
voyages after Zheng He and the Emperor Zhu Di died, what may have happened? 

[ Teacher note: The Elaborations section of the draft Australian History Curriculum suggests as a possibility students 
describe and map the voyages of Vasco da Gama (Ref: page 16). Comparing the voyages of da Gama and 
Zheng He would be perfect, as both were exploring in the 1400s (Zheng He in the early 1400s; da Gama 
in the late 1400s), and both went to some of the same places in India and Africa.) 

0 Compare and contrast the voyages of Admiral Zheng He and Vasco da Gama. [ HANDOUT 9] 

0 Compare Zheng He's voyages with other explorers such as Hartog, Dampier, Tasman and Cook. 
Use maps to show their voyages. I HANDOUTS I O & 11 J 

0 Compare the First Fleet (1788) with the Treasure Fleet (1405). 
Students share their impressions and understandings. f HANDOUT 12] 

0 Calculate the years between each of the voyages of all the explorers investigated, and compare. 
Comment on the length of time between the voyages and the kind of technology evident in each of the fleets. 

0 Consider the question: How does knowing about Admiral Zheng He broaden and influence our perspective 
about travel, trade and exploration of the world between the 1400s and 1800s? 

Some interesting extras 
0 Discuss and describe what life in China could have been like during this era using the illustrations and text as 

a starting point to stimulate this discussion (eg. values, protocol, lifestyle, occupations, clothing). 

0 Find out how Admiral Zheng He is remembered now around the world, especially in Indonesia and China. 

0 Find out about Saint Elmo's Fire. Write an explanation with diagrams about this phenomena. 

0 Find out about Tianfei, the Patroness of Sailors. Paint a picture or sculpt a model, and describe this patroness. 

Another fabnlous book to use in investigating Admiral Zheng He with primary students: 

The Great Voyages of Zheng He by Song Nan Zhang and Hao Yu Zhang 

Published by Pan Asian Publications ISBN 1-577227-088-8 (available from Amazon Books) 

This book includes excellent maps, realistic illustrations and factual text. 
It beautifully complements The Adventures of the Treasure Fleet. 

For some really interesting, supportive websites for investigating Zheng He, see page 71 of this journal. 
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HANDOUT 1: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

ADVENTURES OF THE TREASURE FLEET 
After reading and discussing the story Adventures of the Treasure Fleet, complete 
the following parts of the narrative structure. 

ORIENTATION ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

································································································································································································ 

································································································································································································ 

................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

COMPLICATION ..................................................................................................................................................... . 

RESOLUTION ........................................................................................................................................................... . 

COMPLICATION ..................................................................................................................................................... . 

RESOLUTION ........................................................................................................................................................... . 

COMPLICATION 

RESOLUTION ........................................................................................................................................................... . 

CODA (how characters change through the story) ............................................................................ . 

................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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HANDOUT 2: NAME ·································································································· DATE ......................................... . 

. ADVENTURES OF THE TREASURE FLEET 
I 

CUT OUT the dates and events. MATCH and SEQUENCE in chronological order. 

1405 Siam sent diplomats to China with gifts of parrots, peacocks and elephants. 

1433 Admiral Zheng He's seventh and final expedition left China. 

1415 The construction of the Treasure Fleet began. 

1402 Prince Parameswara travelled to China. The Emperor gave him an official seal that proclaimed Maiocco an outpost 
of the Ming empire. 

1432 The massive Treasure Fleet first set sail from China under the command of Admiral Zheng He. 

1433 Prince Parameswara founded the trading port of Maiocco. 

1407 The powerful and ambitious Emperor died. The Yongle Emperor is remembered as the creator of the magnificent 
Treasure Fleet. 

1404 Zheng He (Jung Huh) and Prince Zhu Di (Joo De) gained control of China and Zhu Di was crowned Emperor of China, 
the third ruler in the Ming dynasty. 

1424 The Chinese Treasure Fleet stopped sailing. There was no longer support within China for the voyages to continue. 

1400 The first giraffe arrived in China. 

1405 Admiral Zheng He died on the return journey to China, his seventh and final voyage. 



HANDOUT 3: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

THE SHIPS OF THE TREASURE FLEET 
Use the information from the factual text to complete this profile of the ships of the 
Treasure Fleet. 

O Material used to make the ships: ............................................................................................................ . 

0 Number of ships in the fleet: ..................................................................................................................... . 

O Number of men on board the fleet: 

0 The crew included: .............................. . 

0 Lengths of twelve (12) largest ships in the fleet: ......................................................................... . 

O Number of masts: ............................................................................................................................................. . 

O Number of silk sails: ........................................................................................................................................ . 

0 Speed per hour: .................................................................................................................................................. . 

0 Appearance of the ships: .............................................................................................................................. . 

O Ways of communicating between ships: ............................................................................................... . 

0 How the ships were waterproofed: ........................................................................................................ . 

0 Innovations in Chinese shipbuilding that allowed the Treasure Ships to survive storms: 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 ........ : ........................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 Total distance travelled by the Treasure Fleet 1405 - 1433: 

DRAW some dragon eyes. 

It was believed that dragon eyes helped the ship to see where it was going. 
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HANDOUT 4: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

THE TREASURE SHIPS 
Each Treasure Ship was like a city. DRAW what it could be like on each level of a Treasure Ship. 

TOP LEVEL: 
0 Deck 
O Observation post 

MIDDLE LEVEL: 
O Kitchen 
O Officers' quarters 

LOWEST LEVEL: 
O Trade goods stored 
O Exotic animals 



HANDOUT 5: NAME .................................................................................................. DATE ......................................... . 

I ANALYSING ADMIRAL ZHENG HE'S VOYAGES I 

IDENTIFY, DISCUSS AND LIST ... 

BENEFITS OF THE VOYAGES TO CHINA: 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

BENEFITS OF THE VOYAGES TO THE COUNTRIES VISITED BY CHINA: 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 ................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 

0 .......... : ......................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

ANY NEGATIVES OR DISADVANTAGES OF THE VOYAGES ... 

TO CHINA: TO COUNTRIES VISITED BY CHINA: 

0 ............................................................................... .. 0 ................................................................................ . 

0 ................................................................................ . 0 ................................................................................ . 

0 ................................................................................ . 0 ................................................................................ . 
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HANDOUT 6: NAME DATE ......................................... . 

CHINESE INVENTIONS 
Many important Chinese inventions made Admiral Zheng He's voyages possible. 

DRAW diagrams and pictures to show how these inventions EXPLAIN how these inventions advantaged the Chinese 
contributed to the voyages: at the time: 

O paper and printing o crossbow 
0 magnetic compass o gunpowder 

0 mechanical clock O using gunpowder in fireworks and weapons 
0 mapping of major star constellations 

EXPLANATION: 



HANDOUT 7: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

REMEMBERING ADMIRAL ZHENG HE 
0 Complete the stone tablet, recording your thoughts 

about Admiral Zheng He and his achievements. 

0 Decorate the top of the stone tablet with Chinese dragons. 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 ····················································································································································································· 

0 Admiral Zheng He was described as having a commanding presence. 
Explain what this means. 
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HANDOUT 8: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

VOYAGES OF THE TREASURE FLEET 
Brainstorm and list reasons FOR and AGAINST the Treasure Fleet continuing its voyages. 

( From Emperor Zhu Di's viewpoint) ( From Emperor Zhu Gaochi's viewpoint) 
FOR AGAINST 

0 ······················································································ 0 ······················································································ 

0 ...................................................................................... 0 ······················································································ 

0 ······················································································ 0 ······················································································ 

0 ······················································································ 0 ······················································································ 

0 ...................................................................................... 0 ..................................................................................... . 

0 ······················································································ 0 ······················································································ 

0 Develop these reasons into a debate. 

0 My viewpoint about the voyages of the Treasure Fleet continuing: 

·························································································································································································· 
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HANDOUT 9: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

ADMIRAL ZHENG HE/ VASCO DA GAMA 
0 Compare the voyages of Admiral Zheng He and Vasco Da Gama-two explorers sailing 

around parts of the world in the 1400s. 

ADMIRAL ZHENG HE VASCO DA GAMA 

o Country of origin: .......................................... . o Country of origin: .......................................... . 

o Reasons for voyages: ................................... . o Reasons for voyages: ................................... . 

o Dates of voyages: .......................................... . o Dates of voyages: .......................................... . 

o Attitude towards people and places o Attitude towards people and places 
visited: ................................................................. . visited: ................................................................. . 

....................................................................... , ............. . 

o Types of ship, and fleet size: ................. . o Types of ship, and fleet size: ................. . 

o Crew size: ........................................................... . o Crew size: ........................................................... . 

o Countries visited: .......................................... . o Countries visited: .......................................... . 

o Achievements: ................................................. . o Achievements: ................................................. . 

Google images: Maps of Vasco Da Gama's voyages 
Maps of Zheng He's voyages 

o Discuss and compare these maps. 
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HANDOUT 10: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

ADVENTURES OF THE TREASURE FLEET 
I 

O Compare the fleets and their crews. 

O Discuss the models of Zheng He's ship and Columbus' ship. Add website references. 

Number of 
Size of crew Make-up of crew Provisions Size of ships Number of sails 

Voyages Ships 

ADMIRAL 
ZHENG HE 
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HANDOUT 11: NAME DATE ......................................... . 

ADVENTURES OF THE TREASURE FLEET 
O Compare the explorers and their voyages. 

O Enlarge onto a class chart. 

Place of origin Dates Places visited Purpose Actions Achievements Consequences 
of voyages 

ADMIRAL 
ZHENG HE 



HANDOUT 12: NAME ................................................................................................. . DATE ......................................... . 

TREASURE FLEET/ FIRST FLEET 
0 COMPARE and CONTRAST significant features of the ships in the Treasure Fleet 

(1405-1433) and ships in the First Fleet (1788). 

TREASURE FLEET FIRST FLEET 

0 ...................................................................................... 0 ······················································································ 

0 ······················································································ 0 ······················································································ 

0 ······················································································ 0 ······················································································ 

0 ...................................................................................... 0 ..................................................................................... . 

0 ...................................................................................... 0 ······················································································ 

0 ...................................................................................... 0 ..................................................................................... . 

0 ······················································································ 0 ..................................................................................... . 

0 ······················································································ 0 ..................................................................................... . 

0 Comment on your views of both fleets. . ................................................................................................ . 

0 If you were a sailor, which fleet would you prefer to sail with? Why? ........................... . 
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HANDOUT 13: NAME DATE ......................................... . 

ADMIRAL ZHENG HE 
0 These words describe his qualities, and the kind of man Admiral Zheng He was: 

loyal bright tough leader diplomatic prayerful calm brave capable devout 

Rewrite them in alphabetical order: 

O Unjumble these words to find some of the treasures Admiral Zheng He collected for the Emperor. 

nbeoy 

ulcose 

o g d I 

ydse 

n i I o s 

VI r O y 

1gngre 

bursei 

sotirhc 

ehbrs 

untgem 

faigrfe 

epppre 

dameerls 

inamoncn 

senicne 

aezbrs 

erspal 

megstnose 

cpsise 

aidmnods 

iiemdcnse 

raelopds 

Ii s v re 

DRAW the most unexpected 
surprising treasure Admiral 
Zheng He took back to China. 

I have chosen this treasure 

because .......................................... . 

O Circle the three (3) 
treasures you'd most like 
to receive if you were 
the Emperor. 



AUSTRALIA., THE BRITISH EMPIRE ANO ASIA - YEAR 6 
Some ideas and strategies for getting started 

Knowledge and understanding 
0 Character of the British Empire 

compiled by JULIE O'KEEFFE 

0 Australia's place in the British Empire 
0 Australia's links to the British Empire 
0 Significance of Australia's British heritage 
0 Australia's links with the Asia-Pacific region during the British Empire 

(Reference: Draft Australia History Curriculum, page 2 I) 

Teacher references for comprehensive background knowledge: 
http://www,britishempire,co.uk/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations 

Introducing and developing knowledge and understanding of the British Empire 
0 Display the word 'EMPIRE' for student discussion and understanding. Identify sources and context of student 

experience of 'Empire' (eg. literature, video games, films, history books). 

0 From examples identified, students work in pairs or small groups to 'pull apart' and describe the features of the 
empires with which they are familiar. Record features and share. 

0 Revisit prior learning about the British colonisation of Australia. Review and identify key ideas about the 
reasons for and consequences of the British being in Australia (eg. convicts, laws, monarch, governor's direct 
link with the monarch of England. Guide students to the idea that Australia was part of an empire which was 
called the British Empire. 

http ://kids.britannica.com/comptons/art-150281/ A-ship-carrying-convicts-to-the-penal-colony-in-Australia 

0 View maps of the British Empire 1886. Locate the parts of the world that had been colonised by Britain. 
Discuss the images, symbolism and style of map. Categorise countries/colonies that were part of the empire 
at one time under the headings of the continents of the world including North America, Asia, Africa and 
Australia. Include a heading to list countries which were colonised and were not on a continent. Discuss the 
number and diversity of countries that were ruled by Britain as part of the British Empire. 

Google search images - maps of the British Empire 1886 

0 Students brainstorm and record possible reasons for the British colonising many parts of the world. 

0 Teacher and students jointly construct a list of investigative questions suited for small-group research of the 
British Empire. Examples could include: 
(a) When was the British Empire formed? 
(b) Who was/were the leader/s of the British Empire? 
(c) How was the British Empire ruled? 
(d) Why was the British Empire created? 

(e) How did the colonies contribute to Britain's wealth and power? 
(f) What resources did the colonies supply for Britain? 

(g) What effects did being a part of the British Empire have on the people of different countries? 
(h) How did the British Empire end? 
(i) What happened to some of the colonies/ countries that were once part of the empire? 

0 Read accessible factual text about the development and growth of the British Empire for undertaking 
investigative questions. Record and present information in an informative and interesting way. 

http://www.angelfire.com/mac/egmatthews/worldinfo/europe/empire.html 
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/br/British_Empire 

0 Interpret and discuss timelines representing significant events and the development of the British Empire. 
Describe understanding and knowledge of the British Empire from information in timelines. 

http://www.britishempire.eo.uk/timeline/timeline.htm 
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(a) British Empire in the 18th century 
(c) British Empire in the 20th century 

(b) British Empire in the 19th century 
(d) Entering and exiting the Empire 

http://www.britannia.com/history/emptime.html 

□ Case study: Undertake an investigation of the East India Company. Use a tin of Clive of India curry powder 
and some loose-leaf tea as a stimulus to introduce this case study. Google search images: East India Company 
You-Tube The East India Company.mov: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRQE44FClgQ 

Gamersgate.com - East India Company 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_Company 

http://victorious.pbworks.com/w/page/12634777/East-India-Company 
http://india.gov.in/knowindia/freedom_struggle2.php 

□ Case study: The move towards independence in India. Use the activities developed for the Gandhi biography 
in the ASIA journal on India, 29(1), March 201 I. 

0 Investigate Indian words in Australian usage (eg. thug - thug gees; verandah, pyjamas). 

0 Investigate the significance of Indian culture in the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides movements (Rudyard Kipling's 
book Kim). 

0 Investigate the influence oflndian (Moghul) architecture inAustralia ( eg. Ladies Stand-Sydney Cricket Grounds). 

0 Investigate the legacy of the British Empire in some countries today. Examples of investigation could focus 
on architecture, churches (Raffles in Singapore, the QV Terminus in Mumbai, Victoria Harbour in Hong 
Kong), infrastructure such as railway systems, government systems, and flags. 

0 Empire Day: How was this celebrated in Australia? If possible, interview grandparents and great-grandparents 
to find out the traditions and customs of that event. Share interview responses. Design an Empire Day program. 

http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/England-History/EmpireDay.htm 
Empire Day pageant circa 1915: 

http://aso.gov.au/titles/historical/empire-day-pageant/clipl/ 
http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM005226.htm 

http://education.qld.gov.au/Iibrary/edhistory/topics/empire.html 
http://www.nla.gov .au/ub/nlanews/2008/may08/story-4pdf 

The British Empire - Empire Day: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLqvzlSwetl 
Google search images: Empire Day 

0 Look at flags of countries that were part of the Empire. Discuss similarities and differences. Find out how 
the flags of countries that gained independence from the British Empire changed. 

0 Commonwealth Games: Students collate a list of where these games have been held, and when they first 
began. Locate countries and cities on a world map. Identify and describe the customs and traditions linked 
with the games. Students compare the inaugural games with the most recent games. 

0 What does the word 'independence' mean for countries? Why did some countries want independence from 
the British Empire, and why did others not want independence? Where does Australia stand on the idea of 
independence? Students discuss and debate their views about Australia's position. 

0 Investigate the lives of Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. Represent significant and interesting facts 
about their lives in writing and art work. Google search images: Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth I 
Discuss representations of the two monarchs. 

0 In modem-day Australia, identify the influences still evident because of Australia being part of the British 
Empire (eg. Queen's birthday long weekend, the parliamentary system, law system, buildings, State governors, 
Governor-General, migration from Britain, links through personal family heritage, Queen's Christmas Day 
message screened on national television, Commonwealth Games, the sport of cricket, English language). 

0 Gather together a collection of objects and images such as the Australian flag, pictures of Queen Elizabeth 
II, the Governor-General, photos of sites such as the Queen Victoria Building and statue of Queen Victoria 
in Sydney, the former Australian anthem God Save Our Gracious Queen, and currency of Commonwealth of 
Australia-the official name of Australia. Talk about what these images and objects tell about Australia's link 
with the British Empire. Invite students to add to this collection. 

0 Construct a PM! chart (Positive, Minus, Interesting) at the end of the study of the British Empire. Students 
discuss, compare and justify their PM! chart entries. 

VOLUME 39 NUMBER 2 JUNE 2011 61 



OU1'CH 1'RAOE ORIGINS IN ASIA 
by SR. CATHERINE MCGRATH RSM 

Trade came to be the chief bone of 
contention in politics of the main 
European powers (ie. Portuguese, 
Dutch and English) operating in 
Asian waters in the seventeenth 
century. 

Relative to the other European 
powers, the Dutch had many advan
tages which placed them ahead of all 
likely competitors. The Netherlands 
at that time was very much in a 
state of war, so their expansion 
to the East was undertaken for a 
variety of reasons-economic, poli
tical, religious and social. 

The great demand for spices 
in Northern Europe had led to the 
shifting of the centre of the spice 
trade from the entrep6t of Lisbon 
to the great ports of the Lowlands, 
of which Antwerp was the most 
important. Dutch merchants who 
controlled most of this trade became 
unwilling to pay the monopoly 
prices that Portugal demanded, 
especially as it became clear that 
Portuguese power in the East could 
be easily defied. The decree of 
Philip II (1594), which closed the 
port of Lisbon to Dutch and English 
traders, may have influenced the 
decision of those nations to collect 
spices at their source-the Spice 
Islands themselves. (Il 

A powerful driving force to the 
East was politics. To the Dutch, 
unwilling and discontented subjects 
of the Spanish Crown, Spain was 
the arch-enemy,and after the Union 
of the Crowns of Spain and Portugal 
in 1580, the Portuguese became 
political opponents as well as rivals 
in trade. The Eastern venture, then, 
would have the double effect of 
profiting from trade and at the same 
time undermining the national 
enemy. 

National enmity was further 
complicated by religion-resent
ment against Spain was sharpened 
by persecution when some of the 
Dutch became Protestants. The 

growth of Protestantism also 
had important and far-reaching 
repercussions in regard to Asia. For 
the Dutch, it invalidated the Papal 
grant of monopoly to Portugal 
in the East, and formed a major 
item in the eighty-year struggle 
for independence. The Dutch also 
bitterly resented intrusion of the 
English into the spice trade, since 
the latter had lost much of their 
Elizabethan hatred of Spain, and 
would gladly have made peace with 
Portugal in the East. ''l 

The Dutch intensive fishing 
trade was an excellent nursery for 
seamanship. They had more than 
twice as much tonnage in ships as did 
England, and one and a half times 
as much as all the other European 
countries together. Compared with 
the English Company, which had to 
await the return of one fleet before 
sending out the next, by I 60 I some 
eight Dutch companies had sent out 
fourteen fleets using at least sixty
five ships. Most Dutchmen were 
able to double as merchants and 
seamen, and there was no sharp 
distinction between naval officer 
and merchant-which was far less 
the case with either the Portuguese 
or the English. 

While the Portuguese enterprise 
was supported by the Crown, the 
Dutch was an individual effort 
which brought into being (1602) 
the remarkable amalgamation of 
isolated companies. The United 
East India Company (VOC) was a 
commercial concern on a massive 
scale, the largest the world had 
seen. The terms of the charter 
(namely, the monopoly of trade 
between the Cape of Good Hope 
and the Magellan Straits, the power 
to make war and conclude treaties) 
indicate that the Dutch would be 
satisfied with nothing less than 
the largest possible share. Unlike 
the Portuguese, whose monopoly 
operated only in a few areas, the 

Dutch decided on the real monopoly 
of as many goods as possible, to 
the exclusion of all other Asian 
and European powers. In this they 
had the powerful backing of the 
State. The singlemindedness of the 
controlling body of the Company, 
Heeren XVII, is reflected in the 
prohibition of the Dutch Company 
traders from engaging in private 
trade. In sharp contrast to the selfish 
interests of Portuguese casados and 
others, they played a large part in 
the continued decline of Portugal's 
Eastern empire of trade along with 
the Dutch naval supremacy in the 
Eastern seas. '" 

Dutch financial methods were 
the most up-to-date in Europe. 
The Company had at its disposal 
an amount of fluid capital which 
gave it immense superiority 
over both the Portuguese and the 
English. Portuguese cargoes, for 
example, were often pre-sold to 
pay for an increasing debt on their 
Eastern enterprise, or else the 
profits were absorbed so rapidly 
into other State expenditure that 
the Crown had often to borrow 
the capital in Europe to finance 
its next year's cargoes of pepper 
in India. The sixty-five thousand 
pounds initial capital subscribed 
by the English compared with six 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
initial capital subscribed by the 
Dutch, exaggerating the difference 
in potential. Moreover, since 
European goods had little market in 
the East, European nations had to 
finance Eastern trade by importing 
bullion. It was their ability to do 

'" Hall, DG E (1981). A History of 
South-East Asia, p 308. London 

'2! Panikkar, KM (1959). Asia 
and Western Dominance, p 47. 
London 

'" Furber, H (1976). Rival Empires 
a/Trade in the Orient, p 65. 
Minneapolis 
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this that, to a large extent, gave 
the Dutch such a large share in the 
Asian trade; while the English with 
little funds were often forced to 
curtail their trading activities. <4> 

The Heeren XVII recognised 
that the Company's trade in Asia 
was divided into two categories-a 
monopolistic system in those areas 
where the Company had acquired 
political power; and a competitive 
system in which the Dutch 
competed in the open market with 
traders of other nations. In one, 
they used the mailed fist; in the 
other they donned the velvet glove. 

In the monopolistic system, the 
following models serve to illustrate 
the Dutch methods of commercial 
and political expansion with a view 
to capturing and controlling trade: 
1. Regions where the Dutch 

controlled the area of 
production, and therefore 
could declare a monopoly on 
whatever goods were produced. 

2. Seat of administrative power 
needed to be secure. 

3. Strategic areas which provided 
points of entry and exit for 
shipping. 

4. Rival ports from which the 
system could be challenged had 
to be removed. 

5. Rival centres of Portuguese 
power in close proximity to 
centres of Dutch control had to 
be eliminated. <5> 

1. The Heeren 
discovered that 

XVII soon 
since cloves, 

nutmeg and mace grew in limited 
areas of the Archipelago, the 
quantity could be controlled 
provided there was some form of 
political control. In the conquest 
of the Moluccas therefore, there 
is a model of political expansion 
to serve the interests of trade by 
controlling the area of production. 
This type of conquest follows a 
pattern which was repeated in one 
island after the other. It took place 
in three stages. In the first stage 
the Dutch were welcomed by the 
rulers and, in their eagerness, they 

signed treaties promising to sell to 
the Dutch all the goods produced 
in the area at prices fixed by the 
Dutch. In the second stage, the 
Portuguese were expelled and the 
Dutch used their legal right to gain 
the ascendancy. The third stage was 
one of conflict when trade became 
unsettled, and the Dutch progressed 
to a stage of active hostility, then to 
open warfare. <•> 

The Bandas is a good illustration 
of how ruthless the Company could 
be. Traders, finding the English 
offering better prices, began to 
trade. As the Dutch did not want 
an open rift with the English, a joint 
fleet was sent to conquer the Bandas 
and so share the trade. Thus began 
one of the most ruthless of colonial 
wars. Leaders on the islands of 
Lontor and Run were tortured 
and killed, and eight hundred 
inhabitants were forcibly deported 
as slaves to Java. Coen, ruthlessly 
and systematically rooted out trees 
to reduce production then took over 
the nutmeg islands and operated 
them as a plantation system with 
imported slave labour under Dutch 
burghers. Thus was the indigenous 
population deprived of their land. 
(7) 

The second area of conquest 
was the island of Ambon
another example of political 
and commercial conquest. The 
Ambionese, having been refused 
an increase for spices, turned to 
smuggling. This serious problem 
necessitated Dutch patrol of the 
coastline. Punitive measures were 
soon applied by moving the people 
into the interior. This produced a 
guerilla war in Ambon (1626-36). 
The Sultan, sympathetic with his 
people but dependent on the Dutch, 
was finally pensioned off and the 
country was taken over. Ambon 
was to become the first Dutch 
colony. <•> 

In the third area of conquest, 
the island of Temate, the pattern of 
Dutch intrusion was the same. The 
inhumane method of forcing the 
monopoly, by ruthlessly destroying 

surplus spice trees, led to a serious 
revolt (1650-56), during which the 
Sultan was arrested and deported to 
Batavia. Although reinstated after 
having made a formal agreement 
pennitting the destruction of 
clove trees in his dominions, he 
was finally deposed and Ternate 
became another Dutch colony. By 
the 1650s, therefore, the area of 
the Moluccas had been completely 
taken over by a system of direct 
control. 

In Ceylon, home of the best
quality cinnamon, where it was also 
possible to establish a monopoly, 
the Dutch used the same methods 
as in the Archipelago. A series of 
large-scale attacks between 1638 
and 1658 completed the Dutch 
conquest of maritime Ceylon and 
gave them a strategic position to 
India's pepper and textile trade. <9> 

2. The next phase of imperialism 
is reflected in the choice of a base, 
a seat of administrative power, a 
centre from which to rule territories 
and dominate peoples. Java was the 
obvious choice. Its western section 
was the first point of contact for 
Dutch ships sailing due East and 
then due North to the Strait of Sunda. 
Java's food supply was another key 
factor in selecting the little fishing 
port of Jakarta, which they renamed 
Batavia. The establishment of such 
a base necessitated the possession 
of naval and military bases, 
representing a further extension of 
Dutch imperialism. Dutch ships 

<
4

> Arasaratnam, S (1984). Study 
Guide, p 31. Armidale 

<
5> Arasaratnam,S. WeekendSchool 

<6) foe cit 

<7> Meilink-Roelofsz, MAP (1962). 
Asian Trade and European 
Influence, p 37. The Hague 

<•> McKay, E (I 976). 'The coming 
of the Europeans' in Studies 
in Indonesian History, p 111. 
Victoria 

<9l Pearn,BR(l970). An Introduction 
to the History of South-East Asia. 
Kuala Lumpur 

VOLUME 39 NUMBER 2 JUNE 2011 63 



equipped and despatched to the 
East went out in powerful heavily
armed fleets ushering in an era of 
bloodshed and violence greater 
than that of the Portuguese. <10i 

3. The important strategic port 
of Malacca was not of vita! 
commercial importance to the 
Dutch, but since it had always been 
a major entrepot of trade, bastion of 
Portuguese power in the East, and 
dominated shipping in the Straits of 
Malacca, the Dutch were prepared 
to spend eight years in its blockade 
until it finally fell in 1541. Its 
fall completed the undermining of 
Portuguese power in South-East 
Asia. <11 i 

4. There was Dutch expansion 
into ports which produced nothing, 
but were rivals of Batavia and 
challenged the Dutch system. Thus 
there were treaties (with the sanction 
of Dutch naval power) with rulers 
of Malay States along the Straits 
of Malacca. There was outright 
war and conquest on the island of 
Celebes. Its chief port of Macassar 
having prospered in pre-Dutch days 
from its two-way trade with the 
Moluccas-on which its livelihood 
depended-now became the prin
cipal market for the smuggling 
trade which resulted from Dutch 
monopolistic regulations. This 
increasingly powerful mant1me 
state, backed by the English and 
Portuguese, now threatened the 
Dutch monopoly system and must 
needs be subdued. With the capture 
of Macassar ( I 668), Dutch control 
of the Moluccas and Celebes was 
more secure. nz) 

Java was a special case. Dutch 
interest here was strategic rather 
than commercial. This seat of 
Dutch administration could be 
protected by sea, but the kingdoms 
of the hinterland Bantam and 
Mataram, were powerful. The King 
of Mataram had not only claimed 
overlordship of the entire island 
but had twice laid siege to Batavia. 
Javanese traders had already been 

denied trade with the Moluccas. 
The fall of Malacca, major importer 
of Javanese rice, and Dutch 
control of the sea lanes had further 
undermined Mataram's trade and 
forced the ruler to come to terms. 
By the Treaty of 1646, Mataram 
lost still more of its economic 
independence as Javanese traders 
were forbidden west of Malacca or 
east of Macassar. By the Treaties 
of 1674 and 1677, it lost much 
of its political independence as 
Mataram's rulers, who owed their 
accession to Dutch support, had 
become puppets of the Dutch. 
They were now forced to secede 
large territories and grant the Dutch 
extensive commercial rights. <13l 

Dutch expansion into Bantam 
fits into the same model as that of 
Mataram. Bantam had grown as 
a major trading entrepot replacing 
Malacca after 1641. English, 
Portuguese, French and Danes 
had factories there, and in addition 
it attracted Indians and Chinese. 
Apart from its entrepot function, 
it had a great market for pepper 
as it controlled the lush pepper 
producing areas of southern Suma
tra. Again, dynastic and Court 
rivalries provided the opportunity 
for Dutch interference. By the 
Treaty of 1684, Bantam lost its 
independence and the new ruler 
became another Dutch vassal. 
Bantam thereafter ceased to be an 
important centre of Dutch trade. 
<14i Thus was broken the two main 
powers of Java. 

5. After having driven the 
Portuguese out of Ceylon, it was 
essential for the Dutch to remove 
Portuguese power from the 
nearby Malabar coast where the 
Portuguese, with their Konkani and 
Malabar merchants, were strongly 
entrenched. The downfall of the 
Portuguese was rapid. Once Cochin 
was occupied in 1660, the smaller 
trading stations fell one by one to the 
Dutch. With a view to strengthening 
their position, the Dutch evacuated 
all unmarried Portuguese men to 

Lisbon, and all married Portuguese 
and nearly all Eurasian families of 
Portuguese descent to Goa. With 
the elimination of over 4000 rivals, 
the Dutch position in Ceylon was 
secure. <15> 

Thus by the end of the seven
teenth century the Dutch had 
acquired a territorial empire much 
larger than had the Portuguese at 
the end of the sixteenth century. 
In addition, despite the formal 
union of the Dutch and English 
Companies in 1619, Dutch attempts 
to make life as difficult as possible 
for their competitors had again 
been successful, and the English 
withdrawal from the Moluccas was 
hailed as an added victory. 

Whereas the monopolistic 
system of trade, as already outlined, 
was a closed and controlled system 
based on power, force, restrictions 
and a denial of the rights of others, 
the second category which will now 
be examined was a competitive 
system based on freely negotiated 
agreements and following the 
market forces alongside merchants 
of other nations. In this category, 
which included pepper, silk, 
textiles, tin, opium, indigo and later 
tea, the company had no chance 
of securing a monopoly, yet it was 
nevertheless nearly always the 
more important. <16l 

By participation in inter-Asian 
trade, the Dutch Company aimed 
to generate profits that would 
support their factories and other 
administrative establishments in the 
East, and also to build up a network 
of inter-Asian trading voyages by 
Dutch Company ships that would 
feed into Batavia products for the 
home cargoes. 
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The Dutch had devoted much 
of their profit to the expense of 
building forts, maintaining large 
garrisons and equipping fighting 
squadrons. This vast network which 
the Company operated stretched 
from the Persian Gulf to Japan and 
shows the extent to which they 
had penetrated into every trading 
region and sub-region. In order to 
control this vast network of inter
Asian trade the Company planned 
to redirect the voyages of Asian 
traders through the use of Company 
'passes'. Since the Company could 
dictate whatever terms it chose, it 
could employ the pass system to 
ruthlessly eliminate Asian shipping 
from a particular region; it could 
enforce Malay rulers to divide their 
tin trade between Company ships 
and ships with Company 'passes' 
owned by Gujaratis and Muslims, it 
could vary customs rates at different 
ports to channel inter-Asian trade 
in a manner advantageous to the 
Company's interests; and it could 
enforce an effective blockade of 
any Asian port or seize any Asian 
ship. The profits generated were, 
therefore, great and were used to 
support their factories and to feed 
into Batavia goods for the home 
cargoes for Europe. (l7) 

By operating such a vast network 
of inter-Asian trade, the Dutch were 
in an advantageous position for the 
accumulation of a variety of goods 
for the return fleets to Europe. 

Initially the Dutch Company 
financed this Eastern trade by 
importing bullion, since European 
goods had little market in the 
East. When they took over the 
monopoly of Chinese silk, this with 
Indian piece goods provided a most 
valuable staple in their inter-Asian 
trade. But they were always looking 
for place in Asia from which such 
metals as tin, gold, silver or copper 
could be exported to other trading 
centres. The exclusion of all other 
European competitors gave them 
sole access to Japan's copper and 
silver which were widely marketed 
throughout the East, especially in 

India. (ls, 

With the entry of Japanese 
copper into the Company's inter
Asian trade in the I 640s, the main 
outline of the system that was to 
prevail for almost a century was 
discernible. Spices and copper 
moved from east to west, textiles 
moved from west to east. The 
Europe part of the trade was ancillary 
to all this. The silver supplied by 
Japan stimulated the inter-Asian 
trade, and the spices, silks, textiles, 
indigo, coffee, tea and saltpetre of 
the homeward cargoes increasingly 
provided the bulk of the profits 
at sales in Amsterdam. During 
the first half of the seventeenth 
century, then, spices had dominated 
the trade and yielded the largest 
profits. But towards the end of the 
century, profits in spices had begun 
to dwindle, and with the growth 
of trade with the ports of India, 
China and Java, the interest shifted 
to textiles, calico, muslin, silk, tea 
and coffee. Correspondingly, there 
is a shift in trading activities from 
the spice-producing regions of the 
Mol uccas to those ports from which 
the other goods were obtained. (20> 

In contrast, the English Com
pany's activities-although still 
carried on through the same trading 
area (excluding Japan)-seemed 
puny. In the Eastern seas the English 
had nocomparableinter-Asian trade 
to sustain the Europe trade; there 
was no English Batavia into which 
Indian goods were funnelled for 
redistribution; nothing comparable 
to the Dutch Company's marketing 
of Japan copper throughout India. 
Sales of English outward cargoes 
had to be more closely linked to 
the purchase of homeward cargoes. 
This was all the more unfortunate 
for an English Company, for which 
the chief supplement to silver as 
an export was woollens, a product 
largely unmarketable in the tropics. 
Add to this the decline in the 
availability of spices for homeward 
cargoes and the consequence is 
the increasing involvement of the 
English Company with India piece-

goods, both in inter-Asian and in 
European trade. Like the Dutch, 
the English Company increased the 
number of its trading factories, but 
unlike the Dutch it established no 
rule, direct or indirect, over Asians 
outside those factories. 

As for the Portuguese, they 
never realised the possibilities 
inherent in inter-Asian trade which 
grew almost unnoticed. The 
Portuguese Crown, therefore, had 
no institution ready at hand to tap 
any of its profits save the customs 
house, whose revenue was not 
only low but worked only in a few 
places. Portuguese casados and 
Crown officials, who thought of 
better ways, quickly waxed rich 
on their profits. The Portuguese 
operation, however, belonged to an 
earlier epoch and since its forrn had 
hardened before the opportunities 
had even been noticed, they were 
operating their empire at a great 
disadvantage to the royal treasury. 
(21) 

The spice trade with the East 
which yielded the largest profits 
to merchants as commodities in 
uni versa] demand in the first half of 
the seventeenth century was, with 
the exception of pepper,in complete 
control of the Dutch. Since all 
contracts made between the Dutch 
and local rulers provided for the 
exclusion of all other European 
powers and trading monopolies 
reserved for the Company, it was 
not possible for other Europeans 
to share in what was then the most 
lucrative trade. 

In the inter-Asian trade as 
well, Dutch naval strength and its 
more restricted authority over land 
bases dotted strategically along the 
coasts, amounted to domination. 
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This dominance gave them a firm 
grip on all the major trade products, 
both those going out and those 
coming into the region. They could 
cripple other European traders and 
prevent the rise and development 
of indigenous states. The Dutch 
'Golden Age', then, is no empty 
phrase insofar as the Dutch, more 
than any other European nation, 
dominated trade in Asian waters 
in both halves of the seventeenth 
century. 
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EXERCISES 
0 Write the meanings of the following words/ phrases: 

ent repot ..... , .... , ..................... ,., ........................ ' ............. , ....... , 
monopoly ................................................................................. . 

bullion ................................................................................. . 

archipelago 

burgher 

imperialism 

maritime 
hinterland 

0 On a map of South-East Asia, mark in and name: 

Ambon Batavia Moluccas 
Ceylon Straits of Malacca Celebese 

Macassar Bantam 

Sumatra 

Java 

0 Explain why the Dutch became involved in trade in 
South-East Asia. 

0 What were the major products that the Dutch traded 
from South-East Asia? 

0 Explain the significance of inter-Asian trade for the 
Dutch. 

0 What role did religion play in the Dutch economic 
expansion into South-East Asia? 

O Unlike the British and Spanish, the Dutch did not 
usually set up civil administrations in their colonies. 
Explain why this did not occur. 
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CCSILK ROADS~ OF THE SEA 
by CHEN YAN, Professor of Oriental Languages, Beijin University 

The colourful history of the Old Silk 
Road has been celebrated in song 
and story, but in fact the trade in silk 
over several sea routes continued 
and developed over a much longer 
time, reached a wider area, and 
had greater historical influence. 
This has been proved by historical 
studies and archaeological finds. 

These sea routes have sometimes 
been called the 'Porcelain Road' 
or Silk and Porcelain Road' to 
emphasise the role of porcelain 
in early trade; but export of that 
commodity by sea began only in 
the T'ang dynasty (618-907 BCE), 
while silk was taken from China by 
sea as early as the Zhou dynasty 
(] Ith century - 771 BCE). 

Early accounts say that in 
1121 BCE, in the reign of the 
Zhou dynasty King Wu, Chinese 
techniques of breeding silkworms 
and reeling silk began to reach 
Korea. After the first Emperor, 
Qin Shihuang, unified China in 
221 BCE by conquering six other 
states, to escape forced labour 
many people of the former states 
of Qi, Yan and Zhao in the north 
fled across the Bohai Sea to Korea. 
A great amount of silk was found 

when, some forty years ago, some 
one thousand tombs contemporary 
with China's Han dynasty (206 
BCE - 220 CE) were excavated in 
Korea. 

Silkworm eggs were taken to 
Japan via Korea at least as early 
as 199 CE. In 238 CE, during 
the Three Kingdoms Period, the 
Empress of Japan sent envoys 
via Korea to China's Luoyang, 
capital of the kingdom of Wei, 
with Japanese cloth and other gifts. 
King Ming Di of Wei returned the 
gesture with presents of silks in 
various colours. This is the earliest 
record of Chinese silk entering 
Japan as a diplomatic gift. 

Silkmaking in Japan was 
promoted by the visit of four women 
silk weavers and seamstresses sent 
there by the Chinese government 
to teach their skills in the fifth 
century CE. The route from Japan 
to China, the earliest known by 
sea, is described as starting from 
what is today known as Osaka, 
passing the island of Kyushu, Iki 
and Isshima and following along 
the Korean coast and then crossing 
the Huanghai Sea (Yellow Sea) to 
China's Shandong Peninsula. 

As other routes were added, this 
became known as the northern silk 
sea route. These early craft had 
to navigate close to the coast for 
safety. Ships coming from Japan 
could continue south along the 
Chinese coast and up the Yangtze 
River to Yangzhou and present-day 
Nanjing. 

In the south, as early as the 
reign of the Han Emperor Wu Di 
(140- 87 BCE), ships set sail from 
Leizhou Peninsula (in the south of 
Guangdong province facing Hainan 
Island) and passed along the coasts 
of Vietnam, Thailand, Burma 
and the Malay peninsula to reach 
Kancipuram in India, carrying 
silk to exchange for pearls, gems 
and other valuables from these 
countries. They returned by way of 
Sri Lanka. 

China's first exports of silk to 
the West, beginning in the second 
century BCE, travelled by the 
famous Old Silk Road which 
ran from Xi'an in China through 
Xinjiang and Central Asia to the 
eastern end of the Mediterranean 
and thence to Rome. It passed 
through the land of the Anxi 
(Parthians, today Iran) and in order 

Sea routes for the silk trade 
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to monopolise the silk trade with 
China, they controlled the road. So 
both China and Rome (a big silk 
consumer) wanted to find a sea 
route. 

In 97 CE, Gan Ying was des
patched overland as an envoy to 
Rome with the aim of finding a sea 
route, but meeting with no success 
he turned back at the mouth of the 
Persian Gulf. 

By 166 Rome had found a way 
and sent an envoy to China by sea. 
The History of Later Han notes: 

. . . an envoy sent by the Roman 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius arrived 
at the northern coast of the Gulf of 
Tonking with gifts of ivory, rhinoceros 
horn, harkbill turtles and other things 
for the Chinese Emperor. 

The book gave no details of the silk 
trade, but the British scholar GF 
Hudson in his 1931 book Europe 
and China has this to say: 

Roman merchants found an all-sea 
route to China though it was never 
brought into regular use. In Rome's 
oriental commerce . . . silk trade 
fonned an important, yet minor part. 

The monk Fa Xian, who in 
the early fifth century travelled 
overland to India to obtain a 
complete set of the Buddhist 
scriptures, returned to China in 411 
by sea. In a book on his travels he 
described this route, which began at 
today's Tamluk in India and passed 
Sri Lanka and Java on its way to 
Canton (Guangzhou). Big cargo 
ships, each capable of carrying two 
hundred people, came and went 
regularly, linking China with India 
and Indonesia. In Sri Lanka, Fa 
Xian saw fans of white silk placed 
before Buddhist images by local 
merchants; therefore, we know 
that not only Chinese silk but also 
fans made of it had reached there. 
During the sixth century the Greek 
traveller Cosmas told how Chinese 
silk was transported to Sri Lanka 
in his work Universal Topographia 
Christiana. 

Exchanges of gifts began to 
develop into 'silk diplomacy' in the 
Sui dynasty. In 607, Sui Emperor 

Yang Di sent his envoy Chang Jun 
to the state of Kedah on the Malay 
peninsula. This was the first time 
that Chinese had visited this place 
with a great amount of silk as gifts, 
so he was greeted with ceremony. 
A fleet of thirty ships went out to 
meet him. When Chang Jun left, 
the King of Kedah sent the prince 
back with him on a friendly visit. 
This was the first victory for 'silk 
diplomacy'. 

China extended her sea contacts 
with Japan and Korea during the 
T'ang dynasty. Japan often sent 
delegations with gifts of gold, 
silver, amber and other valuables 
and the Chinese emperors returned 
the compliments with gifts of silk 
and medicinal herbs, not only for 
the Japanese Emperor, but for 
his ministers and even the ships' 
crews. Each man would be given 
bolts of fabric. In 805 for instance, 
270 persons who came to China 
received 1350 bolts of silk. Quite 
a lot of silk from the T'ang and 
subsequent Song dynasties has 
been preserved in Japan to date. 

Although these activities were 
described as giving tribute or 
exchanging envoys, in fact they 
were a form of official trade. In 
the Song dynasty (960-1279), 
such trade began to be carried on 
by people beyond government 
circles. Many Chinese merchants 
had their own boats and took silk 
and porcelain to sell in Japan. 

The envoys from Japan in their 
seventh voyage to China in 702 
came by a new and shorter route 
which crossed the Donghai Sea far 
south of the Korean Peninsula and 
made directly for the cities of the 
Changjiang (Yangtze) valley. Ships 
from Yangzhou, Zushou or other 
cities there began using that route. 
With favourable Monsoon winds, 
a boat from Mingzhou could reach 
Japan in three to six days. 

The southern route to south-east 
and western Asia was described in 
detail by the Chinese geographer 
Jia Dan (730-805) in his Sea 
Routes from Guangzhou. He gave 

the itinerary of a voyage from 
Guangzhou to Basra on the Persian 
Gulf. The Arab world was one of 
China's biggest markets at the time. 
Not only silks, but weavers and 
technology went there. A Chinese 
named Du Huan, who was captured 
by Arabs in a battle in the mid
eighth century, wrote in his Travel 
Notes that there he met two Chinese 
silk weavers from, as he put it, 'east 
of the Huanghe River' and also saw 
Chinese silk looms. 

So many Arab merchants came 
to Guangzhou that some opened 
shops and markets. A special 
residential quarter called 'Spice 
Houses' was set up for foreigners. 
There were 120000 foreign 
merchants resident in Guangzhou 
in 878 when the peasant uprising 
led by Huang Chao attacked the 
city, according to Travel to the East 
by the Arab merchant Sulayman. 

A great many mulberry groves 
were destroyed as a result of the 
widespread uprising, and this 
affected China's silk trade with the 
Arab countries. 

As foreign trade developed 
during the Song dynasty, more and 
more copper coins flowed abroad. 
To put a stop to this the Imperial 
Court, in 1219, ordered that goods 
from abroad must be paid for in silk 
or porcelain; so these two things 
functioned as money in trading 
with foreign merchants, who in tern 
took them to still more countries. 

By the Song dynasty, Chinese 
merchant ships were travelling to 
Basra, Oman and the coast of East 
Africa. Along this route in Song 
times China's famous inventions
the compass, gunpowder, paper and 
printing-travelled to western Asia, 
from where they were introduced 
to Europe by Arab and Persian 
merchants. 

Trade of mutual benefit between 
China and Korea developed 
rapidly during the Ming dynasty 
(1368-1644). One proof of it is 
that in 1393 China imported 9800 
horses from Korea, paid for with 
19700 bolts of silk. 
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Trying to keep the silk trade with 
Japan a government monopoly, the 
Ming dynasty issued regulations 
banning mant1me trade with 
foreign countries. This stimulated 
silk smuggling, for at one time a 
pound of raw silk brought twenty 
times more in Japan than in China. 
There were so many boats engaging 
in smuggling that the island of 
Shangyu outside the port of Ningbo 
could not accommodate 10000 
smugglers, and their boats all 
crowded together. A record from 
1547 notes that on one occasion, 
more than 1000 smugglers' boats 
at a time, both Chinese and foreign, 
evaded the official ban. 

Increasing quantities of raw 
silk were transported to Japan in 
the early days of the Qing dynasty 
(1644- I 9 I I). Over 6200 Chinese 
silk boats reached Japan between 
1662 (when Emperor Kang Xi came 
to the throne) and 1839,on the eve of 
the Opium War. The raw silk trade 
reached its peak making up 70% 
of China's total volume of exports. 
For a time the Qing dynasty, too, 
banned the export of raw silk, but 
in 1688 it had to rescind the order 

because the income from silk was 
needed for buying the copper which 
China lacked and wanted badly. 
After that, even more ships laden 
with silk went abroad. Each ship 
was capable of carrying five tons. 

The southern silk route of the 
sea was greatly extended in the 
Yuan dynasty. From Aden, ships 
went further on to Zanzibar and 
Mogadishu and by way of the Red 
Sea to Mecca and Cairo, so that 
the silk trade developed in these 
regions. Wherever the southern 
route extended, Chinese silk could 
be found. 

Zheng He, the great Ming 
dynasty navigator, exchanged 
Chinese silk and porcelain for 
special local products wherever he 
went. He presented them to kings 
he visited, and invited officials of 
these lands to come to China. He 
led seven voyages reaching as far as 
the coast of Africa and visited over 
thirty countries and all the ports 
along the Red Sea. On his way 
back from the fifth trip he invited 
envoys from seventeen countries 
to return with him. They naturally 
brought many gifts for the Chinese 

Emperor, which were recompensed 
with gifts of Chinese silk. In 1428 
Zheng He took 330000 bolts of silk 
from a storehouse in Nanjing and 
brought them to Beijing to have on 
hand as gifts for foreign envoys. 
Exports of Chinese silks in this 
period surpassed any previous time 
in history. Zheng He's voyages 
came half a century earlier than 
those of Christopher Columbus 
and Vasco da Gama; his fleet and 
his ships were bigger, the voyages 
longer, and larger in scale. 

Many Chinese merchants sold 
silks in South-East Asia despite the 
ban which permitted only tribute 
trade and official visits. In 1567, 
when the ban was lifted, it was 
introduced to the Philippines from 
where it was taken to America. 

In the world market, silk was 
the only commodity that had no 
rival. This dynamic 'Silk Road of 
the Sea' brought into contact Asia, 
Africa, Europe and Latin America, 
linked China with other ancient 
civilisations throughout the world, 
and promoted cultural exchange 
including the dissemination of early 
Chinese inventions. 

from China Reconstructs ~ 

The Orient, ' ... the only full-powered steamer expressly built and equipped for the Australian trade .. .' She was one of a 
planned fleet to reach Australia from London 'steaming all the way in less than forty days, and to return by way of the Suez 
Canal. This is an entirely novel idea, as other vessels ... have made the return by the lengthy and inconvenient route of Cape 
Horn'. (The Illustrated London News, I 879, 011 the occasion of Orient's being open for public inspection.) 
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INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
by KATE DONNELLY, Sydney Secondary College 

TASK: Brainstorm a range of links Australia has with its neighbours in the Asia-Pacific region. Then 
brainstorm examples of each link. For example, if TRADE is a link then think about what is 
traded-such as sheep, beef, iron ore. 

SUGGESTIONS: 
Use Wardle as it's an excellent tool for brainstorming and produces great 'word clouds', allowing you to 
emphasise words: www.wordle.net 

0 Create your list of words in MICROSOFT WORD first (so you can run a spell check, and because 
you cannot edit text after creating a Wardle word cloud). 

0 Put a space between each word in the list. 

0 If you want to emphasise a word, the more times a word appears in your list the bigger it will 
appear in your word cloud. Emphasise the links Australia has-you could create a hierarchy of 
links from the most important (appears largest) to least important. Just type the examples of 
each link in once (to appear smallest). 

0 Copy your word list from your Word document: go to Wardle and click on 'Create'; then paste in 
your word list. 

0 Experiment with the font, layout and colour scheme. 

O You can print your 'word cloud' or print to the Adobe PDFprinter to create a PDF file of your 
Wardle to save and display on a data projector. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Historical links between China and Australia appeared when Chinese miners came to Australia during 
the gold rush in the 1850s. Initiatives to strengthen ties between the two nations came through the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (1967) on issues such as liberalising trade, illegal immigrants, transnational 
crime, environmental protection, defence and counter-terrorism. 

Trade links also exist-the 15th round of free-trade negotiations took place in July 2010, where 
China requested access to Australian agricultural and industrial products. Other issues discussed were 
technical barriers to trade and customs procedures, with a view for further talks on services and 
investment, including e-commerce. 1 

China and Australia have a country program strategy to guide the relatively new and changing 
relationship. 2 The goal of this is to further mutual national interest by supporting China's balanced 
development policies, and working together in the region. The 'balanced development' means balancing 
rural/urban development, economic/social development, economic growth and the environment, domestic 
development; and opening up to the outside world. Strategic objectives are to 
- build capacity in sectors of governance, health and environment; 
- build institutional linkages (eg. government agencies); 
- work collaboratively to strengthen the region in the areas of security and stability. 

In relation to cultural links, the Australian Youth Orchestra visited Beijin as part of a China tour 
in July 2010, the Year of Australian Culture in China. Also, visa information determined the strength of 
tourism links, identifying that Australia is the number one tourist destination for travellers intending 
to visit in the next few years. 3 

China is now Australia's largest trading partner, representing 20% of trade in 2009. China's share 
of trade (goods) and services (travel, education) has greatly increased in recent years. 

1 Australian Government, Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Free Trade, Fifteenth 
round of negotiations, accessed at URL 

www. dfat. gov. au/ geo/ china/fta/ 
100706_subscriber _update. html 

2 AusAID, China-Australia Country Program 
Strategy 2006-2010, Australian Government. 
Canberra 

3 Australia China Connections, accessed at URL 
www .chinaconnections.com.au on 16/8/10 
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CHART 4a: Australia's trade (2009) 
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THE CHANGE IN GLOBAL TRADE 
by DI DUNLOP 

There is a very clear surge in intra-regional trade in Asia. 
DONG TAO, Chief Asia Economist with Credit Suisse 

0 Intra-Asian trade (imports and exports) grew at an average annual rate of 13·4% from 2003 to 2009. 

0 The trade is now valued at roughly $US! trillion. 

0 Almost 50% of Asian exports (excluding Japan) go to other Asian countries (excluding Japan). 
This is more than the current demand for Asian exports from the US, European Union and Japan 
combined 

0 Giant container ships have a 24-hour turnaround in Singapore, one of the major entrepot ports in 
Asia. 

0 In the last 30 years the majority of ships were crossing the Pacific to unload in California. The 
concern of 'shippers' was the Christmas season in the US. Now they are looking to Ramadan, Diwali 
and Chinese New Year (Eng Aik Meng, President of APL Shipping). 

0 This shift shows that Asian prosperity is no longer linked just to Western demand-a reality that 
was evident during the Global Financial Crisis. 

0 Citigroup's Chief Asian Economist Johanna Chua said: 'What is more compelling is that greater 
trade with Asia is deepening and diversifying the region's economy, as well as calling into question 
the primacy of the US dollar as a reserve currency and an instrument of trade. Asia's economic 
integration is starting to mirror that of the European Union over the past two decades.' 

0 China is clearly the most powerful player in this change. (Seventy-three per cent of Indonesia's 
exports to China in 2008 were consumed inside China, and 71 % of Vietnam's exports to China also 
fed domestic demand.) 

0 Ten per cent of all exports from both Vietnam and Indonesia go to China, which is one of their top 
trading partners. 

0 The economic reunification in Asia is not new. The ancient Silk Road, which linked China to Persia via 
India and then on to Europe, functioned for centuries before the push of European expansion from 
the 16th century. 

0 Presently the Chinese yuan is seen as greatly undervalued. This makes it a potentially attractive 
currency to obtain. China is increasingly using the yuan under a series of swap arrangements to 
trade with its Asian partners including Indonesia, Malaysia and South Korea. 

0 The incentive for China to do this is twofold-
(i) it extends the geographical reach of China, and 

(ii) it deepens the liquidity of the yuan. 

0 The US is falling behind in Asia because it is reluctant to introduce free-trade agreements in the 
Asian region. China has signed fifteen (15) free-trade agreements with Asia Pacific countries, 
including a pact with ten (10) of the countries of the ASEAN. (The US has only two-Singapore 
and Australia.) 

0 Free trade among Asian nations is predicted to rise at an annual rate of 12·2% until 2020. 
(Seventy per cent faster than trade between US and Asia in the same period.) 

Source: 'Global trade, new direction' by Neil Chowbury in ITME Magazine 

TRADING PLACES - Asia's exporters* are shifting to nearby markets 
Where their goods are going: 

non-Japan Asia 

47-1% 
Up from 44% in 2003. 

As Asia prospered, 
so did regional trading 

US, EU, Japan 

36·5% 
Down from 43% in 2003. 

The recession heightened 
the trend 

* excluding Japan. 

Rest of the world 

16·4% 
Up from 13% in 2003, 
in part from Russian 
and Brazi lion demand 

Sources: Credit Suisse; CEIC data 

VOLUME 39 NUMBER 2 JUNE 2011 71 



lwHo WERE THE EXPLORERS WHO TRAVELLED To ASIA?I 

William Adams 

Niccolo da Conti 

Vasco da Gama 

Cornelis de Houtman 

Ferdinand Magellan 

Marco Polo 

Francisco Serrao 

Stamford Raffles 

Alfonso de Albuquerque 

Jorge Alvares 

Jean Chardin 

Duarte Fernandez 

Francis Garnier 

James of Ireland 

Miguel Lopez Delegazpi 

Henri Mouhot 

These are the names of some explorers from Europe 
who travelled to and explored parts of Asia. 

0 Fill in the following Explorers Chart. 

0 Choose four ( 4) of these explorers 
(each from a different country) 
and research their exploits. 

(1) For each, complete their journeys 
on a world map, and label them. 

(2) Draw a timeline for each 
of their deeds. 

(3) In about ~ a page for each, outline their achievements. 

(4) Briefly outline for each what was the catalyst for their 
journeys. 

I 

(5) Assess for each one (about ~ a page) the impact on the areas 
they explored - initially, 

- long term. 
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NAME .......................................................................................................................... . DATE ..................................................... . 

EXPLORERS CHART 
NAME NATIONALITY CENTURY ACHIEVEMENTS 
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NAME ............................................................................................ DATE .................................. . 

s A V B WONDERWORD - EXPLORERS 

I N A C 1. A Portuguese explorer of the 16th century (5-2-4) 

E L s D 
............................................................................................................................. 

2. The homeland of Stamford Raffles (7) ....................................... 

y F C E 3. To sail around the world (14) ............................................................. 

L K 0 F 
4. A country that James of Ireland visited (5) ........................... 

5. A Dutchman who found a sea route to Indonesia (2-7) 

A N D G ............................................................................................................................. 

T M A N 
6. Marco Polo was from here (5) ........................................................... 

7. What many explorers sought (6) ..................................................... 

I E G H 8. The nationality of Henri Mouhot (6) ............................................. 

D C A D 
9. The fabric that was prized in China (4) ...................................... 

10. A Frenchman who explored the Mekong River 

A B M I (7) ······················································································································· 

D I A J 
11. Alfonso de Albuquerque went here (5) ........................................ 

12. In the 15th century an Italian who went to India (7-2-5) 

0 p p K ····························································································································· 

N M s L 
13. What all these people did (8) ............................................................ 

14. What a cartographer made (4) ......................................................... 

0 N T I 15. A three-masted sailing ship developed by the Portuguese 

0 p Q I (7) ······················································································································· 



Exhibition catalogues can be an excellent source of material and inspiration for teachers. One such 
catalogue is In the Eastern Manner - The Effects of Direct Trade with China and Japan, 

Although this exhibition is long gone, the catalogue is an excellent 'source' for teachers and students. 
The exhibition was staged at the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences in Sydney, and the excellent 
catalogue was written by the legendary Helenor Feltham. I have included an extract which is particularly 
useful in the context of this journal. 

Di Dunlop 

section 4: MEIJI JAPAN 
Mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century 

In the early nineteenth century, 
Japan watched the Western assault 
on Asia with growing dismay. To 
many, the isolationist policies of 
the Tokugawa Shoguns seemed 
disastrous, and this feeling 
strengthened after the defeat 
of China in 1842. It was also 
becoming obvious that the power of 
the Bakufu or Military government 
was weakening. Japan was already 
an unofficial port of call for foreign 
ships, particularly whalers from the 
United States of America (USA) 
and Australia. Initial orders to 
destroy foreign ships and crews 
were largely ignored (few of the 
local authorities were either able 
or willing to comply) and the later 
policy of providing them with food 
and water, and requesting that they 
leave immediately, was seen as an 
admission of weakness. As more 
whalers entered the Pacific, the 
situation became more desperate, 
clashes and disputes were frequent, 
and foreign nationals took 
their complaints to their home 
governments. 

In 1845 the American govern
ment sent a warship commanded 
by Captain Biddle to seek redress. 
The Shogun refused to deal with 
him, so in 1853 a United States 
squadron under the command of 
Commodore Matthew Perry arrived 
off Nagasaki harbour with a firmly 
worded request from the American 
President that Japan open her ports, 
provide for the good treatment of 
shipwrecked sailors, and permit 

trade. It was clear that further 
refusal would mean war. They 
had a year to think it over. When 
Perry returned in 1854 the Japanese 
capitulated. Within the same 
year Britain, Russia and Holland 
obtained similar terms, and the 
policy of exclusion was abandoned. 

During the period of exclusion, 
1637-1854, Japanese art had 
developed distinctive decorative 
characteristics which had almost 
nothing of the recurrent Chinese 
element often found in the 
earlier styles. In part, this was 
a manifestation of the intense 
nationalism of the period, in part 
it was a response to the changing 
social order in Japan. The Tokugawa 
Shoguns had largely succeeded in 
reintroducing a rigid feudalism and 
imposing severe class restrictions. 
The Samurai, or warrior class, 
for instance were forbidden to 
engage in trade or farming. The 
Daimyo, or great Lords, were 
responsible for the maintenance of 
their fiefs, including the support 
of the Samurai. Farmers and 
craftsmen were tied to the estates, 
and merchants suffered from 
travel restrictions and sumptuary 
laws. However, under this curious 
system, Japan became surprisingly 
well-to-do and by the eighteenth 
century a rising class of bourgeois 
merchants had become established, 
principally in the Shogun capital of 
Edo (now Tokyo). This new group 
became the principal patrons of the 
developing decorative arts. They 

had money, they could not raise 
their social status, they were largely 
excluded from the Court art circles, 
and they needed an outlet for their 
time and money. 

Edo became a great centre for 
the decorative arts. The middle 
class was not on the whole 
impressed by the austerities of the 
Zen Buddhist tradition, but by the 
glowing luxuriance of the Rimpa 
style developed by Sotatsu and 
Korin. Ogata Korin (1658-1716) 
was one of those rare artists capable 
not only of working in almost every 
medium but of imprinting his style 
on a whole period. Many of his 
designs are based on plant forms 
and most combine vivid colour 
with a gold ground. Much copied 
in his lifetime, his style remained 
a decisive influence through 
the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, inspiring lacquers, 
screens, ceramics, fans, metalwork 
and fabrics alike. The Rimpa 
style was particularly strong in 
Kyoto, where the craftsmen found 
themselves with an increasingly 
wide audience for their works 
among the Daiymo, Samurai and 
merchants, but in the Edo period 
it spread throughout Japan. There 
were, of course, innumerable 
variations. What suited a Samurai 
was not necessarily acceptable to 
a merchant. Sometimes style was 
determined by sumptuary laws and 
social habits. Merchants were not 
permitted to wear silk or to carry 
more than one sword; pouches 
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were used by the middle class, 
where Samurai would carry the 
enchanting little nests of lacquer 
boxes called inro-sometimes they 
simply reflected the middle-class 
preference for the spectacular and 
the luxurious. 

Netsukes and tsubas also 
reflect the Japanese passion for 
miniaturisation, a passion which 
reaches its apogee in bonsai (the 
art of tree miniaturisation), where 
a skilled artist can create a viable 
landscape in the confines of a flat 
earthenware dish. Bonsai became 
extremely popular in the Edo period 
when travel restrictions made the 
traditional semi-religious journeys 
to popular beauty spots extremely 
difficult, and when increasingly 
dense urbanisation made it difficult 
to find space for domestic gardens. 

All of these minor arts were 
to have a tremendous impact on 
Europe when trade with Japan 
finally became established. But the 
art form that was to have the most 
profound and lasting influence was 
the woodblock print, or ukiyo-e. 

Ukiyo-e means literally floating 
world painting, and refers both 
to the subject matter and to the 
patrons, principally the middle
class citizens of Edo. While 
bird and flower prints, and later 
landscapes, were popular the 
usual subjects of ukiyo-e are the 
people of the Edo pleasure quarter: 
courtesans, kabuki theatre actors, 
shopkeepers, and their daughters. 
Themes range from ghost stories 
to sex manuals by way of geisha 
portraits, scenes from plays, and 
vignettes of everyday life. Begun in 
the seventeenth century by a group 
of artists at odds with the courtly 
screen-painter schools, ukiyo-e was 
essentially a popular art designed for 
inexpensive mass-production. An 
artist, on commission to a publisher, 
produced the original drawing on 
transparent paper, indicating the 
colours. The engraver produced a 
key block by pasting the drawing 
onto a section of hard wood, 
usually cherry, and cutting away 

the sections to leave the outline in 
high relief. A further block was 
cut for each colour to be printed. 
(Early prints were frequently hand
coloured; by 1750 two-colour prints 
were available; and after 1760 the 
brocade or polychrome print was 
the most usual, sometimes with 
the addition of mica or metallic 
powder.) Finally the printer mixed 
the colours and printed the sheets 
which were then sold mainly by 
street pedlars. 

The style was based in part on 
the narrative scrolls of the Heian 
and Kamakura eras, reflecting the 
artists' involvement in the new 
nationalism with its rejection of 
Chinese and Western influences. 
In part it was determined by the 
printing process itself, with its 
necessary emphasis on line and 
flat colour areas. The content 
was determined by the needs and 
interests of urban middle class. For 
instance, when restrictions on travel 
increased, ukiyo-e artists responded 
by producing series of prints of 
favourite landscapes and shrines. 

In the mid-nineteenth century 
ukiyo-e, never very highly regarded 
in its own time, was in decline. But 
in 1854 Japan agreed to foreign 
trade, and European artists whose 
knowledge of Japanese art had been 
restricted to the trickle of goods 
brought back each year by the 
Dutch, and far from representative 
of Japanese style, were suddenly 
confronted by a new and almost 
overwhelmingly exciting percep
tion-that of the woodblock artist. 

It began quietly enough in 
1856 when the French designer 
Felix Braquemond noticed a little 
book of woodcuts while visiting 
his printer's studio. It was a copy 
of one of the sketchbooks of 
the Japanese artist Hokusai, and 
perhaps the first example of ukiyo-e 
to reach Europe. Braquemond 
began to use Hokusai's drawings 
as an inspiration for his own work, 
chiefly in ceramic design. In 1857, 
the sixteen-year-old art student 
Claude Monet began raiding local 

junk shops for his first woodblock 
prints, and when in 1862 Madame 
Desoye and her husband, recently 
returned from the Orient, opened 
their shop La Porte Chinoise, 
specialising in Far Eastern arts and 
crafts, the vogue was in full swing. 

Soon every studio and salon in 
Paris had its collection of prints, 
fans, kimonos and porcelains, and 
the younger artists, particularly 
those of the emerging Impressionist 
School, could be found happily 
turning over the wares at Madame 
Desoye's. A list of known 
collectors makes an impressive 
roll-Manet, Monet, Degas, Tissot, 
Fantin Latour, Whistler, Zola, the 
de Goncourt brothers, to name 
only a few. Soon the influence 
was making itself felt. Whistler's 
Princesse du Pays de la Porcelain 
in 1864, Degas' Bains de Mer of 
1866-7, Manet's Portrait of Zola 
in 1868, and countless others. At 
first 'le Japonism' was used simply 
as an exotic prop. Monet's La 
Japonaise for instance is simply 
a pretty blonde wrapped geisha
like in an overlarge kimono and 
posed in front of a wall of fans like 
an Oriental fun-park photo. By 
the 1870s, however, the Japanese 
style had been acclimatised. The 
flat colour planes, sharp outlines 
and cropped figures, the diagonal 
line and asymmetrical balance 
of the woodblock prints, had all 
become part of the vocabulary of 
Impressionism. 

The new generation of French 
artists, the Post Impressionists of 
the 1880s and !890s-Van Gogh, 
Gaugin and Toulouse-Lautrec in 
particular-were equally captiva
ted, especially by the light and 
clarity to be found in the landscapes 
of Hokusai and Hiroshige; and for 
Toulouse-Lautrec, at least, by the 
perception and concentration to be 
found in the portraits of Utamaro 
and Kunisada. 

Japanese arts had an almost 
equally magical effect on the 
applied arts. The small selection 
to be found at the Great Exhibition 
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of 1851 in London had grown 
to a flood by I 862. Craftsmen, 
particularly in England, were 
looking to Japan for an alternative 
to Victorian over-ripeness and life
less mechanical production. As in 
France, shops catering to the new 
vogue soon sprang up. The most 
famous of these was undoubtedly 
the still-surviving establishment 
of Lazenby Liberty, opened in 
1875. The vogue was remarkably 
similar to the chinoiserie craze of 
the previous century. Everything 
had to be decorated in the Japanese 
style, from elegant Anglo-Japanese 

furniture pioneered by EW Godwin 
to porcelain Satsuma-style belt
buckles and bamboo bric-a-brac. 
Where it differed from chinoiserie 
was in the ready availability 
of genuine Japanese objects: 
delicate Satsuma porcelains, 
inros and netsukes, swords and 
tsubas, fans, lacquers, cloisonnes 
and fabrics, bonsai and wistaria, 
chrysanthemums and pines. The 
Japanese garden, too, enjoyed 
enormous popularity, encouraged 
by the nostalgic romanticism of 
the late nineteenth century paper
lantern lit gardens bloomed with 

japonica, bamboo and Japanese 
maples, complete with moss
covered rocks, stone lanterns and 
rickety lily-pond bridges, and 
the occasional lonely Japanese 
gardener to add to the effect. 

Gradually, however, the intensity 
diminished. Although throughout 
the late nineteenth century Japanese 
exhibits continued to draw crowds 
at international exhibitions, the 
style began to blend imperceptibly 
with European elements, notably 
the Gothic Revival style. By 
the end of the century these had 
synthesised to form Art Nouveau. 

WEBSITES to investigate Zheng He: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zheng_He 
http://www.slideshare.net/dcyearS/zheng_he 

http://www.chinapage.com/zhenghe.html 
http://www.chinaheritagenewsletter.org/articles.php?searchterm=002_zhenghe.inc&issue=002 

[jfil 

http:! /geography .abou t.com/od/historyof geography/a/chengho.htm 
Google Zhen He images for maps and portraits of the Admiral. 
Other useful images can be found at: http://www.denniscox.com/zhenghe.htm 
Replica of Chinese navigator Zheng He's treasure ship finished in Nanjing: http://www.life.com/image/71986768 
Comparison of Columbus's and Zheng He's ships: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Zheng_He's_ship_compared_to_Columbus's.jpg 
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Illustration reproduced from The Life of Ferdinand Magellan by FH Guil/emard, London 1890: 
Magellan passing the strait named after him (after deBry ). The flames shown to the right of the engraving are meanr 

to indicate Ti.erra de! Fuego, Land of Fire, so called because of the fires observed by early navigators. 
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NAME ........................................................................................................................... DATE ..................................................... . 

MEIJI JAPAN - WORKSHEET I 
O Explain the following terms: 

SHOGUNATE BOURGEOIS 
BAKUFU RIMPA STYLE 

ART NOUVEAU DAIMYO 

APOGEE 
BONSAI 

SUMPTUARY LAWS 

0 Explain why Japan was so opposed to foreign ships entering their ports. 

························································································································································································· 

......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
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O Explain the significance of Commodore Perry's visit to Japan . 
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0 Research Japanese feudal society and complete the social pyramid below. 

O Explain why you think that decorative arts had been developed to such a high 
standard in Japan. 
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