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Uyghurs, Xinjiang

“EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE, EVERYDAY 
HAS HUMAN RIGHTS”

By Dr. Susan Bliss

CURRICULUM 
SUBJECTS: History, Geography, Society and Cult ure, Business Studies, International Studies, Civics 

and Citizenship and Legal Studies.  
GENERAL CAPABILITIES: Literacy, Numerac y, Information and Communications Technology, 

Critical and Creative Thinking, Personal and Social C apability, Ethical Understanding, Intercultural 
Understanding, Civics and Citizenship, Work and Enter prise, and Difference and Diversity.  

INTEGRATED WITHIN UNIT: Maps, graphs, st atistics, tables, photographs, cartoons,  infographics, 
satellite images, ICT resources, glossary, student activities (primary and high school).



UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF  
HUMAN RIGHTS (1948)

‘Human rights are rights that any person 
has as a human being. We are all human 
beings; we are all deserving of human 
rights.’
Kofi Annan, United Nations 1997.

Everyday activities such as eating food, drinking clean 
water and the ability to speak or write what you think, 
depends on the protection of human rights which 
impacts on a person’s wellbeing.
All humans are born equal and entitled to humane 
and fair treatment and basic freedoms known as 
human rights. These rights are inherent to everyone, 
everywhere, whatever nationality, age, sex, race, 
colour or religion. Not only does each person have 
human rights but each person has a responsibility to 
respect the human rights of others.

In 1948 the United Nations (UN) adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It urged 
192 member countries to protect 30 basic human 
rights. These include:

•	Civil and Political Rights (Articles 2–21) 
includes the right to: choose how a country is 
run; protection from wrongful arrest; a fair trial; 
own property; work; freedom of thought, religion 
and expression; hold meetings; join groups; and 
freedom from slavery and torture.

•	Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Articles 
22–28) includes the right to: achieve a minimum 
standard of living such as sufficient food, 
clothing, medical care, welfare, education and 
housing, and enjoy the culture of one’s people.

Despite these human rights, violations occur in 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) in 
China, principally affecting the Muslim Turkic speaking Uyghurs and other ethnic minorities.
The Chinese government has long waged a campaign of “national assimilation and ethnic minority 
cultural destruction” in Xinjiang.
However, President Xi Jinping has recently escalated the campaign.

Image: https://kidworldcitizen.org/human-rights-lessons-kids/
ICT: Universal Declaration of Human Rights https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html Human 
Rights Education Series https://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/TrainingEducation.aspx



Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT
INTERNET ACTIVITIES
Knowledge and Understanding: View YouTube and the internet on Human Rights.

•	The Story of Human Rights https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh3BbLk5UIQ
•	Universal Declaration of Human Rights https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTlrSYbCbHE
•	History of Human Rights http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_human_rights
•	United Nations Human Rights-Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights-Fact Sheets 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/FactSheets.aspx

UNDERSTANDING ILLUSTRATION
Explain the symbolism of the illustration on the first page of this 
unit e.g. two flags, mouth, eyes, hands, dark clouds, UN logo-
wreath around head.

GROUP WORK
In groups select eight human rights and write each ‘right’ 
on a piece of paper or balloon. Imagine each group 
is travelling in eight hot air balloons. Each right is a 
balloon.
Suddenly, the balloon begins to lose altitude. To 
resume altitude your only choice is to throw one ‘right’ 
overboard.
Continue the game until only one right remains you 
believe to be the ‘most important’.

•	At the end of the game, discuss which rights were 
considered to be the most important and least 
important.

•	Class Discussion: What criteria did different groups use 
to determine the priority order of rights?

•	Summarise your thoughts on what Human Rights means to you as 
a short statement. Discuss your thoughts with the class.

Adapted from http://www.universalrights.net/main/declarat.htm
Image: https://www.etsy.com/au/listing/573902068/hot-air-balloon-balloon-flying-balloon

UNDERSTANDING TEXT
Human rights are universal, inalienable and indivisible. Match the word with 
the definition.



Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT
UNDERSTANDING TEXT
Using ICT answer the following questions after reading the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights on the web.
http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/humanrights/declaration/indhttps://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/foundation_gr3/blms/3-2- 3b.pdfex.asp,
https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/what-are-human-rights/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/articles-1-15.html https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

What year was the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted? 1948
Is everyone everywhere entitled to human rights? Yes
There are political and civil rights. What other rights exist? Economic, social and cultural rights
Are governments responsible for protecting the rights of children,
women, refugees and Indigenous people?

Yes

What is the purpose of a country signing the Declaration of 
Human Rights and numerous international human rights treaties?

It is a public commitment for the 
government of a country to abide 
by
these rights

What does ratify mean? A country ratifies the convention/
treaty by amending their own laws to 
ensure
they are observed.

What organisation drafts a treaty such as the Convention on the
Rights of the Child?

United Nations

Name one non-government organisation that focuses on human
rights?

Amnesty International

Does Australia have a Bill or Charter of Rights? No
What is the most fundamental human right? The right to life
Does Australia have the death penalty? No

Last execution in Australia was 2 
February 1967

Do you think the rights of some people have been disregarded? Give
an example

Yes – Indigenous people, women,
refugees and Uyghurs in Xinjiang

Does everyone have the right to an education? Yes
Does child labour and slavery exists today? Yes
Has Australian aid helped improve human rights abuses in
developing countries?

Yes

Can torture be used in certain circumstances? No.
If someone violates your rights, do you have the right to see justice 
is
performed?

Yes

On average, people in developing countries are healthier, better 
educated, less impoverished and more likely to live in a multiparty
democracy than they were in 1990.

Yes



Activities - Assessment Task
Answer the following questions,

Source: https://humanrights.gov.au/introhumanrights/resources/lesson_2.pdf



HUMAN RIGHTS AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG)

Human Rights are at the core of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (17) and their targets 
(169).

China advocates that its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is closely aligned with the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.

The SDG or Global Goals are grounded in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights 
treaties. They are universal, comprehensive, transformative and 
inclusive.
The SDG Agenda envisages a world demonstrating:

•	Universal respect for human rights and the rule of law;
•	Equality and non-discrimination;
•	Respect for race, gender, ethnicity and cultural diversity;
•	Inclusive, just and tolerant societies in which the needs of the 

most vulnerable are satisfied.

Although the SDG are not framed explicitly in the language of 
human rights, 90% of the goals and their specific targets, correspond 
to human rights obligations. In fact ‘they embrace two sides of the 
same coin’.
Human rights are connected to SDG such as access to safe, nutritious 
and sufficient food (G2), health coverage (G3), equitable and 
quality primary and secondary education (G4), and access to clean 
water and sanitation (G6).
Human rights principles of equality and non-discrimination (e.g. 
G5, G10) are at the centre of the SDG, ensuring the inclusion of 
marginalised, disempowered and excluded groups.

SDG reaffirms the responsibility of all governments, to respect, 
protect and promote human rights, without discrimination to:

•	Race, sex, language, religion, political or other opinions.
•	Property, birth and disability.

The SDGs goals covering inequality and discrimination in a 
country is measured using disaggregated data by “income, gender, 
age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability and geographic 
location”.

One important indicator of progress in the SDGs is the existence of independent national human rights 
institutions (NHRIs) which comply with international standards, known as the Paris Principles. Currently, 
79 out of 193 UN Member States (39%) have NHRIs that are compliant with international standards. NHRIs 
address inequality and discrimination and serve as a bridge between the civil society and the government.
They also assist human rights defenders, work to prevent human rights violations, and build strategies for the 
inclusion of marginalised people (e.g. Uyghurs in Xinjiang, China).

Adapted: https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2019/human-rights-and-the-sdgs---two-sides-of-the-same-coin.html; https://www.ohchr.org/
Documents/Issues/MDGs/Post2015/HRAndPost2015.pdf
Image: https://harvardpress.typepad.com/hup_publicity/2015/10/human-rights-and-sustainable-development-goals.html
ICT: Centre for Economic and Social Rights https://www.cesr.org/promising-world-accountability-and-sdg
Addressing inequalities and discrimination in the SDG https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/MDGs/Post2015/EqualityAndNonDiscrimination.pdf Paris 
Principles https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/statusofnationalinstitutions.aspx
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In adopting the SDG Agenda, countries “envisage a world of universal respect for human rights and human 

dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination,” as well as a “just, equitable, tolerant, open and 
socially inclusive world in which the needs of the most vulnerable are met”.

Sustainable Development Goals Explained
Video: https://issuu.com/unpublications/docs/sdg_yak_en

Sustainable Development Goals using Thomas the Tank 
Engine
https://www.allaboardforglobalgoals.com/en-us

Frieda and Sustainable Development Goals.
Storytelling is a powerful communications tool. Follow Frieda’s 
journey through her home in Windhoek, Namibia –download and read 
the book https://issuu.com/unpublications/docs/frieda_2018

Go Goals –SDG Board game for 
children
https://go-goals.org/



Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT
170 Daily Actions to transform Our World.
This matters as we are all responsible to improve human rights.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iMdE6DLLuCqwq3K9U-DaTUWB6KyMa8QG/view

Read Global Goals Comics https://www.yumpu.com/xx/document/
read/55730350/1- page-goals-comics-full-set-pdf

Explorers for the Global Goals
It’s time for an adventure! This is a flexible, fun 
set of activities for children aged 4-8. They are 
designed to take learning off-screen, introducing 
big ideas while developing social and emotional 
skills through play.
Students will:
•	 Develop 5 key characteristics:

empathy, curiosity, problem solving, 
creativity and effective communication.

•	 Explore concepts like peace, 
community, nature and home.

•	 Be introduced to the Global Goals 
(SDGs).

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resource/explorers-for-the-global-goals-activity-pack-for-teachers/



World’s Largest Lesson: Live!
During the COVID-19 outbreak, when so many children are learning 
at home, World’s Largest Lesson and UNICEF have created a 
distance-learning YouTube show.
World’s Largest Lesson Live is 35 minute learning show suitable for 
age 13+ https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resource/worlds- 
largest-lesson-live/

Human Rights Data Explorer Interactive.
https://sdg.humanrights.dk
In pairs refer to the SDG – Human Rights Data Explorer Interactive.

Explore the links between 
Human Rights and SDG /

Explain how efforts to achieve 
SDG targets can strengthen the 
protection of human rights.

Big Earth Data support of SDG in China
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/2030kcxfzyc/
P020190924800116340503.pdf

ICT: Sustainable Development Goals and Human Rights https://www.springer.com/gp/
book/9783030304683
Links of SDG and Human Rights https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Session5_OHCHR_
SDG_HR_Table.pdf
Human Rights integrated into 2030 Sustainable Development goals https://www.researchgate.net/
figure/Towards-an-integrated-sustainable- development-goals-framework_fig2_307745051
China’s National Plan on Implementation of the 2020 Agenda for Sustainable Development https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/national-documents/
chinas-national-plan-implementation-2030-agenda-sustainable-development How China is implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/02/28/how-china-is- implementing-the-2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/

Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT



HUMAN RIGHTS - ASIA
Many Asian countries guarantee human rights in their constitutions, and have ratified international treaties/
conventions on human rights. However, numerous Asian countries have a wide gap between rights enshrined in 
these documents, and the reality that denies citizens these rights.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_Human_Rights_Commission

Asian and Western societies differ culturally and philosophically on human rights. Advocates of “Asian values” 
argue that:

•	 Economic and social rights are more important than
•	 political and civil rights.
•	 The Western preoccupation with individual political and civil rights threatens to destabilise social 

cohesion in traditional Asian communities.
•	 The ‘universality’ of human rights should be challenged. The Eurocentric perspective is to view Asia, 

consisting 60% of the global population, as one homogeneous unit. This ignores the heterogeneous Asian 
population with a diversity of cultures, religions and values.

Asian countries are generally sceptic of freedom and liberty while highlighting order and discipline. Professor 
Amartya Sen’s “Human Rights and Asian Values,” states that Asian values are less supportive of freedom and 
are more concerned with order and discipline than Western values.

Human rights in Asian countries are monitored by many 
organisations such as the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR), Centre for 
Economic and Social Rights, and Human Rights Watch. 
“Asian human rights NGOs such as Forum Asia and the 
Asian Human Rights Commission campaigned against 
the death penalty, torture, arbitrary detention, forced 
disappearance, criminalisation of homosexuality, 
and draconian internal security acts. Others called 
for freedom of expression and migrant workers’ 
rights.”

“Human rights have been internalised among 
Asian liberals and members of civil society. In 
recent years, Burma and Cambodia have shown 
positive signs of growing civil societies that 
actively engage in human rights campaigns for 
political and economic reforms, the protection 
of ethnic minorities, the abolition of 
forced labour, and increased corporate 
social responsibilities for transnational 
corporations”.
https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/publications/articles_papers_
reports/763

ICT: https://www.jstor.org/stable/24866722?seq=1; 
https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/publications/archive/
morgenthau/254/_res/id=Attachments/index=0/254_sen.pdf 
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/452678304.pdf
Image: Keriya Mosque Xinjiang https://www.pinterest.dk/
pin/324259241896862564



HUMAN RIGHTS-TRENDS
ASIAN AND WESTERN COUNTRIES

ASIAN COUNTRIES-NEW HUMAN RIGHTS MODEL?

Human rights representatives from Asian developing countries:
•	 Argued that the concept of human rights varies between countries (e.g. cultures, social systems 

and development stages) and was not reflected in the western model.
•	 Preferred to choose their own human rights development path that reflects their specific 

interests.
•	 Called for a more just global human rights governance system.

WESTERN COUNTRIES-DECLINING HUMAN RIGHTS?

After 9/11, a focus on human rights in most western countries declined with attention placed on 
national security, strict border control, censorship and social harmony.

•	 US: Torture, arbitrary detention, and censorship took place in the name of homeland 
security. Torture of prisoners occurred in offshore detention centres such as 
Guantanamo Bay. The National Security Agency (NSA) listened to private conversations 
of overseas leaders and collected personal information from private individuals.

•	 UK: Conservative government spied on human rights organisations.
•	 Australia: Paid people smugglers to turn back refugee boats.

These serious violations of human rights are largely tolerated by citizens who agree with official 
narratives on the need for national security. https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/publications/articles_papers_reports/763

Source: https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201912/12/WS5df13e70a310cf3e3557d8a0.html
ICT: China’s global threat to human rights https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/global China 
setting up a new model for world human rights http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/0117/c90000-9538911.html
Diversity of human rights model urged https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201912/12/WS5df13e70a310cf3e3557d8a0.html 
Image: https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/publications/articles_papers_reports/763



ICT
•	 Asian Human Rights Charter is a peoples’ charter https://www.refworld.org/

pdfid/452678304.pdf
•	 Asian Human Rights Commission is an independent, non-governmental body, which 

seeks to promote greater awareness of human rights in the Asian region and redress 
victims of human rights violations. http://www.humanrights.asia/

HUMAN RIGHTS A WESTERN CONCEPT
Discuss the different views on human rights between some Asian and Western societies.
Present as a two column table
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2018/10/are-human-rights-a-western-
concept/ https://therightsfuture.com/common-tracks/asian-values/

Read the article on the ‘West is not the guardian of Human Rights’
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2016-03/15/content_23866802_3.htm.

•	 Provide reasons why the West is not the guardian of Human Rights.
•	 Explain why US is not a paragon of virtue.
•	 Discuss why Human Rights should not be politicised.

Cartoons: Refer to the cartoons and discuss the messages.
Include characters, size of characters, words, actions and 

symbols.

Cartoons: West not the guardian of human rights https://www.chinadaily.
com.cn/opinion/2016-03/15/content_23866802_3.htm.
Nobody is listening anymore http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2012-05/29/content_25508353.htm

Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHINA
KEY FEATURES OF CHINA’S HUMAN RIGHTS

Source: https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/International%20Law/r1012_sceatsbreslin.pdf
Image https://www.teeshirtpalace.com/products/golden-chinese-dragon-poster



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHINA
Adapted source: https://sinopsis.cz/en/the-ccp-at-the-un-redefining-development-and-rights/

ASIAN VALUES
The People’s Republic of China argues that its concept of ‘Asian values’ places the welfare of the collective
ahead of the rights of an individual, as it is responsible to enforce a ‘harmonious socialist society’.
China advocates that if conflicts erupted over human rights, individuals are obliged to place the states’ rights 
before their own. The authoritarian government maintains power over personal freedom.

RULE OF LAW
The People’s Republic of China contains the ‘rule of law’ in its constitution, and its citizens are protected 
under the law. At the same time the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) maintains that its authority supersedes 
the law.

RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT
The People’s Republic of China has aggressively promoted its view that the “right to development” 
transcends all other human rights. The government:

•	 Considers the ‘right to development’ as the first right, without which, other human rights 
would be impossible to achieve.

•	 Demonstrates its contempt for civil and political rights, civil society, non-government 
organisations (NGO), and human rights defenders.

•	 Threatens and punishes its citizens who seek to engage with human rights organisations.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) declared that the 2030 SDG Agenda can only be achieved 
through a human rights-based approach.

•	 This takes into account ‘ALL’ human rights and runs counter to China’s 
‘development first’ theory of human rights.

•	 Rampant corruption and lack of transparency and accountability regarding the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), pose obstacles to the SDGs. Transparency International condemns the 
lethal link between corruption and human rights. Corruption can destroy good governance, the 
rule of law, socio- economic development, and the equitable distribution of ‘all’ human rights.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO HUMAN RIGHTS
China ratified several UN human rights treaties and served as a member on the UN Human Rights Council. 
However, under President Xi Jinping’s leadership, the government seeks to neutralise UN human rights 
scrutiny of China and is pursuing rights-free development globally.
In 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic, countries clashed over a draft resolution presented by China, 
which indicated major structural changes to the future of the Human Rights Council and the multilateral 
system.
China proposed a resolution on “mutually beneficial cooperation” aimed to:

•	 Reposition international human rights law as a state/country concern.
•	 Ignore the responsibility of states to protect the rights of the individual.
•	 Treat fundamental human rights as subject to negotiation and compromise.
•	 Foresee no meaningful role for a civil society.

“It is a deeply divisive and polarising initiative, pushing forward one singular vision of the direction of the 
human rights pillar at the expense of the consensus carefully forged among States over decades” …”The Chinese 
government can no longer rely on the same old carrot-stick approach to push through its pet projects”….”Despite 
lip service to non-politicisation, China had clearly signed up a series of country supporters to boost its views”.
https://www.ishr.ch/news/hrc43-vote-mutually-beneficial-cooperation-resolution-highlights-divisive-nature-chinese

ICT: Promoting mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human rights https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1629979?ln=en
HRC43 | Vote on ‘mutually beneficial cooperation’ resolution highlights divisive nature of Chinese initiative https://www.ishr.ch/news/hrc43-vote-
mutually- beneficial-cooperation-resolution-highlights-divisive-nature-chinese
Image: https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/publications/articles_papers_reports/763



1. FREEDOM OF SPEECH
Although the 1982 Chinese constitution 
guarantees freedom of speech, the government 
uses the “subversion of state power” and 
“protection of state secrets” clauses, to imprison 
those who criticise the government. In fact, 
freedom of speech is considered a privilege not a 
right.
Medical workers, journalists and others who 
sought to speak freely following the COVID-19 
outbreak in 2020, were censored by the Chinese 
government.

2. FREEDOM OF PRESS
Freedom House ranks China as ‘Not Free’ in 
its annual press freedom survey. The media is 
controlled by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) propaganda department which punishes violators. The 2020 
World Press Freedom Index, compiled by Reporters Without Borders, demonstrates that China ranked 138 out 
of 139 countries in 2002, and 177 out of 178 in 2020.
In 2020, China has been criticised for suppressing coronavirus information, as well as controlling social media, 
spreading fake news, buying shares in overseas news media companies and employing diplomats to intimidate 
journalists. Over 100 journalists and bloggers remain in jail, and two Australian journalists were forced to leave 
China, alongside 19 others during the year. Control and restrictions on press freedom does not appear to be abating.

Map: 2020 Press Freedom Index https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Press_Freedom_Index#/media/File:Press_freedom_2020.svg Source of information: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_in_China
Image: As China’s grip tightens, Global Institutions Gasp https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/global-3

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
CHINA



HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
CHINA

3. FREEDOM OF THE INTERNET
Freedom House assesses the level of internet 
freedom in 65 countries examining connectivity, 
filtering and blocking, plus users’ risk of arrest. 
From 2018-2019, of the 65 countries assessed, 
33 had an overall decline compared with 16 that 
registered net improvements.
A daunting number of Asian governments are 
seizing control of the internet. China secured the 
title of the world’s worst abuser of internet freedom 
for the fourth consecutive year. Digital technology 
in China administers government censorship and 
surveillance. More than sixty regulations monitor 
and control internet publications in China. The Golden Shield monitors online chatting and mail, and identifies IP 
addresses.

Graph-Internet: https://freedomhouse.org/article/internet-freedom-asia-hits-unprecedented-low Internet censorship https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_
censorship in China
ICT: Internet censorship and surveillance in Asian countries https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_censorship_and_surveillance_in_Asia 
Image: https://getaplusfrommags2409.weebly.com/tracy/week-2-politocal-cartoon-the-china-internet-censorship



4. FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION
China does not allow freedom of association such as 
membership of trade unions and political parties, except the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Under the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UNHR) every worker has the 
right to join an association, to have their interests represented 
against their employer, and to take collective action including 
the ‘right to strike’.

5. FREEDOM TO PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT
China violates the UDHR article 21(1) which states that ‘everyone has the right to take part in the 
government of his/her country, directly or indirectly through freely chosen representatives’.
However:

•	 The CCP effectively monopolises organised
political activity in China.

•	 During Mao’s China, the CCP repressed opposing political groups.
•	 During Xi Jinping’s presidency, Muslim Uyghurs promoting independence were detained 

in re- education camps.
•	 The major movement advocating political freedom was obliterated following the 

Tiananmen Square Massacre in 1989.
•	 Political activists falling victim to the political abuse of psychiatry is increasing. The Chinese 

government has a history of imprisoning citizens for political reasons.
The CCP is one of the longest running single-party regimes in modern history. In 2018, a controversial 
constitutional amendment indicates that President Xi Jinping could rule indefinitely.

6. FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT
A residency permit system, called the 
Hukou serves as a domestic passport. 
It regulates population distribution and 
rural-to-urban migration. It is a social and 
geographic tool that restricts movement as 
it defines where a person can work and live.
People who work outside the registered 
region do not qualify for health care, food 
rations and employer- provided housing. 
There are also controls over education, 
employment and marriage.
The Hukou system denies farmers the 
same rights and benefits enjoyed by urban 
residents.
Triangle graph https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-06/the-
astonishing-rise-of- chinese-president-xi-jinping/10794486
Adapted: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_in_China
Image: Rural people without a Hukou are unable to enter Chinese cities: https://nicnao.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/hukou-system-of-china/

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
CHINA



HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
CHINA

Adapted information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_in_China
Hands: https://www.pinclipart.com/downpngs/hbTRhb_free-hands-pretty-inspiration-human-rights-10-december/

ICT:
China’s Global Threat to Human Rights-World Report 2020 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/global
Human Rights Watch launches damning report on China, urging action against oppression and abuses https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01- 15/
human-rights-watch-launches-damning-report-on-china/11865576
China and Human Rights Human Rights-Office of the High Commissioner https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/CNIndex.aspx China 
must not shape future of human rights at the UN https://theconversation.com/china-must-not-shape-the-future-of-human-rights-at-the-un- 136178
Global coalition urges UN to address Beijing’s human rights abuses https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/china-global-coalition-urges- un-to-
address-beijing-human-rights-abuses/



HUMAN RIGHTS
CHINESE GOVERNMENT’S POWER

There are consequences for failing to stop China’s assault on the international human rights system, 
and on law and practice around rights-respecting development and on the freedom of expression.

If these trends continue unabated, the UN Security Council will become less likely to take action on 
grave human rights violations, and at the same time Chinese authorities’ and their allies’ liberties will 

grow.
 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/14/chinas-influence-global-human-rights-syst  
Image: Dragon https://society6.com/product/traditional-chinese-dragon-in-rainbow-colors_stretched-canvas



Activities - LiteracyActivities - Literacy

Refer to the companies and list the 
reasons why the Chinese Communist 
Party suppressed freedom of speech.

Explain why the companies are 
apologising for their statements.

Explain why money appears more 
important than human rights.

Images: https://www.reddit.com/r/HongKong/comments/
dg0epd/ccps_suppression_of_freedom_of_speech/

https://moneyandmarkets.com/nba-china-spat-hong-kong-daryl-
morey-adam-silver/



Chinese authorities aim to rewrite human rights and manipulate existing procedures not only to minimise 
scrutiny of the Chinese government’s conduct, but also to achieve the same for all governments.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/14/chinas-influence-global-human-rights-system

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH REPORT
•	 In 2020, Human Rights Watch (HRW) launched a damning report on China, urging action against 

oppression and abuses.
•	 The report cited violations ranging from the mass detention of Uyghur Muslims in Xinjiang, to 

increased censorship, to the use of technologies for mass surveillance and social control. Refer to 
the Human Rights Watch Report to answer the following questions:

o Name ten violations to human rights in China in 2020.
o List five suggested actions aimed to eradicate these abuses.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-15/human-rights-watch-launches-damning-report-on-china/11865576

LIFE IN A RE-EDUCATION CAMP
Imagine you are a Muslim Uyghur detained in a re-education camp in Xinjiang. Discuss how your life 
violates human rights. Present your story as a narrative.

ICT
Muslims forced to drink alcohol and eat pork in China’s re-education camps, former inmate claims https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-re-
education-muslims-ramadan-xinjiang-eat-pork-alcohol-communist-xi-jinping- a8357966.html
Uyghur woman details life inside Chinese re-education camp in Xinjianghttps://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-01-08/uyghur-woman-details-life-inside- 
chinese-re-education-camp/10697044
Data leak reveals how China ‘brainwashes’ Uighurs in prison camps https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-50511063
Image: http://www.thetibetpost.com/en/outlook/opinions-and-columns/4585-world-must-pressure-china-to-end-human-rights-violations-in-tibet

Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT



Activities - Literacy, ICT and NumeracyActivities - Literacy, ICT and Numeracy
WORLD WIDE PRESS FREEDOM INDEX

Using the internet research the following questions:
•	 Explain the purpose of the World Wide Press Freedom Index (Reporters Without Borders).
•	 Discuss why the World Wide Press Freedom Index is an important measurement of human rights.

‘RIGHT TO LIFE’
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. The ‘right to life’ is central to issues such as 
capital punishment and abortion. According to the majority of human rights activists, the death penalty 
violates the ‘right to life’.
In 2019, it is estimated that China carried out at least 2,000 executions. Amnesty International claims that 
China executes more people than the rest of the 
world, combined. However, it is difficult to estimate 
the number of executions in China as the number is a 
state secret.
Refer to the bar graphs:

•	 Name the country that recorded the largest 
executions in 2017 and 2019.

•	 Explain why it is difficult to obtain accurate 
statistics on executions in China.

Using the internet investigate the following 
questions:

•	 Explain what is meant by the ‘Right to 
Life’.

•	 Capital punishment is stated as the worst 
violation of human rights. Debate your 
views on this statement. 
Present your views in a 
two column table.

Bar graphs: https://www.statista.com/chart/8921/
countries-with-most-executions- worldwide-2016/

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
In groups discuss Amnesty 
International’s strategies aimed 
to eradicate the following human 
rights issues in China.
Present as a TV Report.

Image: https://twitter.com/soshk_hker/
status/1275349174951665666/photo/2



Activities - Literacy, ICT and NumeracyActivities - Literacy, ICT and Numeracy
The campaign to curb the Muslim population over the past four years in Xinjiang is leading to what some 
experts are calling a form of “demographic genocide.” Population control measures are backed by mass 

detention both as a threat and as a punishment for failure to comply. Having too many children is also a major 
reason people are sent to detention camps. Police raid homes, terrifying parents as they search for hidden 

children.
https://apnews.com/269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c

Under China’s now-abandoned ‘One Child’ policy, the authorities encouraged, often forced, contraceptives, 
sterilisation and abortion on Han Chinese. However, minorities such as Uyghurs in Xinjiang, were allowed two 

children — three if they came from the countryside.
Recently, President Xi Jinping, said it was time to implement “equal family planning policies” for all 

ethnicities and “reduce and stabilise birth rates.”
Adapted: https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/china-forces-birth-control-muslims-suppress-population-71505564

LITERACY
‘They Ordered Me To Get An Abortion’: A Chinese 
Woman’s Ordeal In Xinjiang.
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/23/669203831/they-ordered-me-to-get-an-abortion- 
a-chinese-womans-ordeal-in-xinjiang
Refer to the article and retell the Chinese woman’s 
story as a short report. Include the characters, her journey 
over time, and the reasons for the Chinese government’s 
implementation of forced abortion.

NUMERACY
Refer to the following graphs and website to answer the 
following questions:
https://apnews.com/269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c

•	 Calculate the difference in sterilisation numbers between Xinjiang and China in 2010 and 2018.
•	 Estimate the difference in declining birth rates between Xinjiang and China in 2010 and 2018.
•	 Explain the large decrease in birth rates in predominantly Uyghur populated areas-Hotan and Kashgar.

ICT: China’s Restive Xinjiang Province Changes Family Planning Rules to ‘Promote Ethnic Equality 
 https://time.com/4881898/china-xinjiang-uighur-children/; https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1058905.shtml
China cuts Uyghur births with IUDs, abortion, sterilisation https://apnews.com/269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c



FREEDOM OF RELIGION
RESTRICTED IN CHINA

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 18, states that freedom of religion or belief is a human right. 
Individuals have the right to adopt and practice their religion or belief and be free from coercion and 
discrimination.

ASIAN HUMAN RIGHTS CHARTER
Freedom of religion is important in Asia as millions of people follow a variety of religions. However 
religious fundamentalism is a cause of division and conflict.

CAIRO DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN ISLAM (CDHRI)
The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (CDHRI) is a declaration of the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) adopted in 1990. This declaration is widely acknowledged as an 
Islamic response to the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights. However, criticism 
surrounds the Declaration.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairo_Declaration_on_Human_Rights_in_Islam

RELIGION IN CHINA
The Chinese Communist Party is officially atheist and only recognises five religions- Buddhism, 
Islam, Taoism, Catholicism and Protestantism. These religions are tightly controlled and 
monitored by the government.
Religious beliefs in China are protected by Article 36 of the Chinese Constitution that states 
citizens “enjoy freedom of religious belief” and bans discrimination based on religion. However it 
“does not guarantee the right to practice or worship”. In fact China has one of the largest populations 
of religious prisoners. While in custody, some are tortured or killed, while others
are indoctrinated.
In 2018, the government passed new regulations on religious affairs. It allows state-registered 

religious organisations to possess property, publish literature, train and approve clergy, and
collect donations. Yet alongside these rights came heightened government controls. The revised 

rules included restrictions on religious schooling and the times and locations of religious
celebrations, as well as monitoring of online religious activity.

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/religion-china

Image: https://www.axios.com/uighur-muslim-detention-camps-xinjiang-china-7d682095-4dcc-4b7b-8368-09e73ae7178a.ht



FREEDOM OF RELIGION
SEVERE RESTRICTIONS ON ISLAM, 

XINJIANG

“After 2009, everything changed. Now the rule is, if I go to your house, read the Quran, pray together, 
and the government finds out, you go to jail.”

“Interviewees who left Xinjiang describe increasing government controls over Islamic practices, from 
greetings to praying.”

https://freedomhouse.org/report/2017/battle-china-spirit-islam-religious-freedom

In 2005 Human Rights Watch documented a multi-tiered system of surveillance, control and suppression of 
religious activity targeting Xinjiang’s Muslim Uyghurs. Following the 2009 turbulence in Urumqi, the more 
moderate 1994 religious restrictions were replaced by the stricter 2014 Regulations on Religious Affairs, and 
as a consequence religious restraints accelerated and Islamophobia grew. However, since 2016 when Chen 
Quanguo, became the Chinese Communist Party Secretary in Xinjiang, religious restrictions escalated in 
Xinjiang. Examples included:
•	 Banning any form of religious attire and appearance interpreted to “whip up religious fanaticism, and 

disseminate religious extremist ideologies”;
•	 Requiring all Hajj pilgrimages to Mecca to be organised by the state/government;
•	 Imposing restrictions during Ramadan;
•	 Prohibiting the creation, possession and dissemination of information that “affects religious harmony”;
•	 Forbidding the circulation of documents relating to religious policies, laws and regulations;
•	 Banning religion from education;
•	 Punishing teachers who fail to stop or report activities that “hint of religion” in schools;
•	 Banning high school students from dropping out of school for religious reasons;
•	 Supervising religious leaders.

Additionally, the government used economic incentives and punishments to enforce controls on religion.

ICT: https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs https://freedomhouse.org/sites/
default/files/2020-03/FH_2017_BattleForChinasSpirit_Islam_FINAL.pdf
Religious Freedom in China https://freedomhouse.org/report/2017/battle-china-spirit-islam-religious-freedom Image: Mosque in Xinjiang https://www.
chinasage.info/provinces/xinjiang.html



HUMAN RIGHTS
UYGHURS IN XINJIANG

Image: https://twitter.com/soshk_hker/status/1275349174951665666/photo/2



HUMAN RIGHTS
UYGHURS IN XINJIANG

The Chinese government continues to repress and abuse the human rights of predominantly 13 million Muslim 
Uyghurs as well as other ethnic minorities living in Xinjiang. Sweeping repression of Uyghur culture and 
identity have been conducted under the guise of “anti- separatism” and “counter-terrorism.” The human rights 
violations are of a scope and scale not experienced in China since the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976).

CHINESE GOVERNMENT’S POWER AND AUTHORITY
•	 Endorsed ‘Strike Hard’ campaigns targeting Uyghur identity, culture and religion.
•	 Conducted arbitrary detention and unfair trials. Ill-treatment and

torture occurred in detention.
•	 Detained approximately 1-3 million people (2017-2019) in re- education camps, 

where Uyghur Muslims were forced to learn Mandarin, praise the Chinese 
government and Chinese Communist Party, as well as abandon aspects of 
their distinct culture.

•	 Housed countless children, whose parents were detained or in exile, in 
state-run child welfare institutions and boarding schools without parental 
consent or access.

•	 Imposed pervasive controls on daily life such as:
o Recalled passports.
o Subjected people to persistent political indoctrination, including 

compulsory flag-raising ceremonies and political meetings.
o Accelerated persecution of religious communities. Islam is almost 

outlawed in the region and fasting during Ramadan is considered a 
‘sign of extremism.’

o Subjected people to high-tech mass surveillance that uses
o QR codes, biometrics, artificial intelligence and spyware.
o Mobilised over a million officials to monitor people, 

including intrusive programs in which officials stay in 
people’s homes under the ‘Unite as one Family Policy’.

o Barred Uyghurs from contacting people abroad.
o Pressured some Uyghurs and ethnic Kazakhs living 

outside the country to return to China, while 
requiring others to provide personal information 
about their lives abroad.

o Adopted policies ranging from restrictions on 
long beards to banning certain names that might 
“exaggerate Islamic religious fervour.”

o Collected biometrics including DNA and voice 
samples.

o Developed a reward and punishment system known as 
the “social credit system” to create desirable behaviour.

o Applied “big data” policing programs aimed to prevent 
conflicts.

o Revised Regulations on Religious Affairs to “curb 
extremism”.

The list goes on and on!
Image: Muslim Uyghur woman in Keriya mosque, Xinjiang China https://www.flickr.com/photos/
mytripsmypics/8093027319/in/photostream/



HUMAN RIGHTS
UYGHURS IN XINJIANG-INFOGRAPHIC

Infographic: https://i.pinimg.com/736x/42/60/a7/4260a7048a3e21998c1198bf762bd4a5.jpg

MUSLIM TRACKER
China is closely monitoring 2.5 million people in what has been called a “Muslim tracker”, exposing 

millions of records containing sensitive personal information on an unprotected online database, 
run by SenseNets. The company contracted by Chinese police, uses artificial intelligence for facial 

recognition, crowd analysis and personal verification.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-18/chinas-mass-surveillance-of-uyghur-muslims-revealed-in-data/10820634



HUMAN RIGHTS
UYGHURS IN XINJIANG - PERSONAL 

STORIES

Source adapted: https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs  
Image: https://www.followcn.com/thought-china-valued-human-rights-wrong/



Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT
In pairs select three issues involving violations to Uyghurs’ human rights in Xinjiang.

Present as an annotated photo story using ICT.
Detailed information is provided in the previous unit on Civics and Citizenship.

Uyghurs and Human Rights
•	 Clear evidence’ of Uyghur human rights violations by China from 

2016 onwards https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOIU6jU4ElQ
•	 Uyghur Human Rights https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Mzifl4XM0vE
•	 The Uyghur Human Rights Crisis https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=r3EydAQTD68
•	 Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act and China’s Xinjiang Region 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNzWU0gBwGE
•	 Uyghur Human Rights Crisis & Thinking Seriously About China 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7J6Oyc08f0
•	 Cultural Genocide in Xinjiang https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=nK3UZswLMAc
•	 Disinformation, Propaganda and the Uyghur Crisis (event) https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=aI7UvBo2uzI
•	 Xinjiang: Politics, Human Rights, Truth https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=v90llDoqJBE



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHILDREN
On November 20, 1989, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC) that sought to address the particular needs of children and to set minimum 
standards for the protection of their rights.

Of all the United Nations Conventions, the Rights of the Child is the most widely accepted human 
rights treaty. By 2020, 196 countries were party to the CRC, excluding US.

Image: Convention on the Rights of the Chile https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/15932/pdf/UNICEF%202019%20convention%20on%20
the%20rights%20of%20the%20chid.pdf



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHILDREN 
CHINA

In 1992, China ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and signed major international 
treaties in regard to protecting children’s rights. The CRC contains two guiding principles:

•	 ‘non-discrimination’
•	 ‘best interests of the child’

Chinese legislation supports the rights of children particularly the Law on the Protection of Minors 
adopted in 1991 and amended in 2006 and 2012. However the reality of upholding these rights is 
disputable, as accurate statistics are difficult to obtain.

PRINCIPAL CHILD RIGHTS

 
Source: htpp://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/15/china-xinjiang-children-separated-families 
Image: Uyghur Girls stand outside a butcher shop https://www.usnews.com/news/best- countries/photos/2017/09/12/chinas-uighurs-life-in-pictures



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHILDREN 
XINJIANG

During the past two decades, child survival and development in China has steadily improved with reductions in 
poverty, hunger and infant mortality rates as well as increased quality education and health services.
However at closer inspection there evolves a darker side:

•	 Some parents sell their daughters to arrange a second chance of giving birth to a boy.
•	 Children trafficked for the purposes of forced labour, forced marriage and sexual exploitation.
•	 Gender discrimination prevails. Boys are generally prioritised regarding health services and 

education.
•	 Migrant children moving from rural to urban areas without a hukou experience discrimination such 

as education.
•	 Parents migrating to cities for work leave children in the hands of grandparents or in boarding 

schools. Referred to as ‘left behind children’, they are predominantly girls.
•	 Child labour remains a persistent problem that is difficult to investigate.
•	 Han children versus ethnic minority children (e.g. Uyghurs) suffer less discrimination. 

There is a gap between rural and urban areas. For example educational access for poor, ethnic minority rural 
girls, lags behind Han Chinese boys living in urban, wealthier areas in Xinjiang.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318124569_Rights_of_Children_and_Youth_in_China_Protection_Provision_and_Participation https://www.loc.
gov/law/help/child-rights/china.php

Adapted: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318124569_Rights_of_Children_and_Youth_in_China_Protection_Provision_and_Participation Image: A 
Uyghur boy and woman from Xinjiang. Family planning’ in Xinjiang: Uyghur obstetrician reveals newborn babies killed by CCP policies https://thebl.com/
world-news/family-planning-in-xinjiang-uyghur-obstetrician-reveals-newborn-babies-killed-by-ccp-policies.html



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHILDREN 
XINJIANG

In Xinjiang the authorities have separated nearly half a million children from their families, aiming to 
instil loyalty to China and the Communist Party.
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/28/world/asia/china-xinjiang-children-boarding-schools.html

The Convention on the Rights of the Child and international laws affirm that no child should be 
subjected to “arbitrary or unlawful interference with their privacy, family, home or correspondence”.
While the Chinese Constitution protects “families … and children,” it has failed by arbitrarily interfering 
by:

•	 Separating children from parents by forcibly placing them in orphanages or boarding 
schools.

•	 Using high tech surveillance technology, internet and phone censorship, as well as the ‘Unite as 
One Family Policy’- all ignore privacy.

•	 Restricting freedom of association for Islamic families such as forbidding children fasting 
during Ramadan and learning the Islamic religion.

Governmental controls over daily family life of Islamic Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other minorities in 
Xinjiang, is also a violation of international law’s prohibition against discrimination.
However, exporting raw materials from Xinjiang, particularly cotton, are linked to child labour. The 
extent is difficult to determine as independent investigations are prevented by the government.
Image: Uyghur family http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Xinjiang:-Children-of-Uyghur-deportees-locked-in-orphanages-44332.html Image: https://
humanrights.gov.au/our-work/rights-and-freedoms/freedom-interference-privacy-family-home-and-correspondence-or Source: htpp://www.hrw.org/
news/2019/09/15/china-xinjiang-children-separated-families



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHILDREN 
XINJIANG

 

PERSPECTIVES
CHILD WELFARE INSTITUTIONS AND BOARDING SCHOOLS

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/15/china-xinjiang-children-separated-families; https://uhrp.org/press-release/world- chil-
dren%E2%80%99s-day-uhrp-calls-action-end-china%E2%80%99s-policy-separating-uyghur-parents
Image: The Hotan Kindness Kindergarten in Xinjiang like many others, is a high security facility https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china- 48825090
ICT
The Point: What’s the reality of the boarding schools in Xinjiang https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQuBCf_vWZY
Government-funded Boarding Schools Offer Xinjiang Students Better Conditions https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KXgq9h1Uto What 
changes have boarding schools brought to students in Xinjiang? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRorvkxIDPg
China Muslims: Xinjiang schools used to separate children from families https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-48825090



HUMAN RIGHTS - CHILDREN 
XINJIANG

ICT: Convention on the Rights of the Child https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx  
China is putting Uyghur children in 'orphanages' even if their parents are alive  
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-uighurs-human-rights-muslims-orphanages-xinjiang-province-reeducation-a8548341.html  
On World Children’s Day, UHRP calls for action to end China’s policy of separating Uyghur parents from their children 
https://uhrp.org/press-release/world-children%E2%80%99s-day-uhrp-calls-action-end-china%E2%80%99s-policy-separating-uyghur-parents  
Image: Uyghur Culture https://akademiye.org/en/?p=604

PERSPECTIVES: CULTURAL HERITAGE



UYGHUR STUDENT POEM 
EXILED IN TURKEY

IMRAN SADAI

Imran speaks for thousands of 
Uyghur children trying to find a 
place in a new land far from the 
mountains and villages of their 
childhood in Xinjiang.

“I grew up, but I left my land far behind. The snow-capped ice mountains, The 
flowery meadows; they’ve all been left behind.
Behind, with my heart and my soul.
In the towns of my country. In the rivers of my village
Where ever my footsteps trod. That’s where my heart wanders still. At the top 
of the mighty mountain. In those dim dark caves,
Where I wrote my poetry in their shadows. That’s where my heart and soul live on. Those 
peaceful moonlit nights, when I lay with friends counting stars;
That’s where my heart and my soul still linger on.
A flag flutters in my chest. A fearless eagle flies, but
When I’m old and it’s time to leave this place, my dearest friends will be left behind to weep for 
me.
Oh, mighty homeland, my happiness tarries there with you.
My ancestral seat, the place where I belong. My verdant green oasis! My 
dearest heart…is there…over there with you.”

https://uhrp.org/news-commentary/miracle-istanbul-uyghur-school-turkish-exile

ICT
Boarding Schools for children of detained Uyghurs https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OrfBIH8d9Wc&list=PLh11lhAd68bUXVJMY4NQhDTF5G06xJ1Pl&index=11&t=0s
China’s Jaw-Dropping Family Separation Policy https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/09/china-internment-camps-uighur- muslim-
children/569062/



Primary ResourcesPrimary Resources
I Have the Right to Be 
a Child’- Equality and 
Diversity Lesson Plan
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.
com/2017/12/bgelessonplan_i-have-
the-right-to-be-a-child.pdf

Learning about Human 
Rights- Amnesty 
International
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.
com/2017/12/bgelessonplan_i-have-
the-right-to-be-a-child.pdf

Human Rights charades
https://highlandliteracy.files.wordpress.
com/2017/12/bgelessonplan_i-have-
the-right-to-be-a-child.pdf

Celebrate National Child 
Day
https://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/
files/legacy/imce_uploads/teaching_
about_childrens_rights_en_2.pdf

Children’s Rights lesson 
plans and teaching 
resources-worksheets
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/
article/childrens-rights

Bringing Child Rights into 
your classroom.
SNAICC is the national 
non- government peak body 
in Australia representing 
the interests of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
children and families.
https://www.snaicc.org.au/wp- content/
uploads/2015/12/03204.pdf

Resources on the Convention on the Rights of the Child-UNICEF
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights- convention/resources

Children’s Rights: Develop English skills with 8-11 year olds
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/handle/105 46/620581

Image: https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/399061216964834521



HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS-
XPCC

In the early 1950s, the Chinese government established the Xinjiang Production and Construction 
Corps (XPCC) or Bingtuan. Its aims were to settle, develop and protect Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region (XUAR) such as:

•	 Safeguard the frontier from invasion, as Xinjiang is bordered by eight countries. 
The region covers one sixth of the area of China, but at the time contained less than 
2% of its population.

•	 Provide jobs for demobilised soldiers.
•	 Assist economic development especially in the agricultural, mining and industrial sectors.
•	 Ensure social stability and ethnic harmony.

The XPCC combines paramilitary and diverse civil-economic roles, and in these roles 
contributed to human rights violations, targeting Muslim Uyghurs and other minority ethnic 
groups.

XPCC BIG AND POWERFUL ‘STATE WITHIN A STATE’

ICT
•	 XPCC https://www.readkong.com/page/the-bingtuan-china-s-paramilitary-colonizing-force-in-east-6706812?p=2
•	 XPCC Insiders’ perspective https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2018-05/BSG-WP-2018-023.pdf
•	 China issues white paper on history of Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9NycFVxKzw

Map and table https://www.readkong.com/page/the-bingtuan-china-s-paramilitary-colonizing-force-in-
east-6706812/ Graph https://www.economist.com/china/2013/05/25/circling-the-wagon



HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS-
XPCC

The powerful and wealthy XPCC has been involved in implementing numerous draconian measures 
against Uyghurs such as the: systematic abuse of human rights; construction and supervision of 
internment (re-education) camps; installation of the vast surveillance network; and forced transfer of 
labour. XPCC operations are also tainted by the use of child labour, and the appropriation of natural 
resources transferred to Han control.

ROLE OF XPCC
1. 1. Exercises state, military and police powers

•	 Under the direct control of the Chinese government it plays a strategic function 
in the government’s battle against separatism, extremism and terrorism

•	 Enforces government demolition orders such as destroying Uyghur homes 
and Islamic structures such as mosques and graves.

•	 Administers its quasi-military role with 100,000 personnel undertaking 
militia training.

•	 Operates a separate jurisdiction with its own police force, courts and 
prisons, independent of the Xinjiang provincial government.

•	 Controls environmental flows. For example XPCC farms are positioned 
at the headwaters of the majority of Xinjiang’s major rivers. This means 
the XPCC controls the distribution of surface water amongst stakeholders 
downstream. In the water scarce Xinjiang region, cotton not only consumes 
excessive quantities of irrigation water but water has been diverted from 
the local, predominantly Uyghur population, to be used by Han dominated 
XPCC.

2. 2. Serves as a colonising and hanification process
•	 The XPCC attracted Han migrants aimed to dilute the Uyghur population 

and promote sinicisation and ethnic homogenisation.
•	 Referred to as the ‘hanification process’, the proportion of the Han population 

rose dramatically, from 1949 (6.7%) to 2008 (40%). Factoring in the floating 
population of Han migrant workers in Xinjiang, the population of Han exceeds 
Uyghurs in 2020.

3. 3. Profitable and powerful organisation-state within a state
•	 Economic development. Contributed to about 20% of Xinjiang’s GDP.
•	 Built large-scale agricultural (cotton), industrial, construction and mining 

enterprises
•	 Established new cities and towns.
•	 Developed water conservation technology (e.g. drip irrigation).
•	 Strengthened national security by protecting borders and defraying ethnic unrest.
•	 Dominated Xinjiang’s agricultural production and controlled large areas of land.
•	 Engaged in tertiary industries including trade, real estate, tourism and insurance. The 

XPCC remains Xinjiang’s largest single employer and landowner, with 175 farms and 
4,390 large and small enterprises

Image: XPCC produces high quality chilies in Yanqi, with its fertile soils and long sunshine hours, is a major production base for 
chilies http://www.cadnav.com/3d-models/model-41273.html



HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS-
XPCC

4. 4. Profits from Uyghur Forced Labour
Largest producer of cotton in Xinjiang and utilises forced labour throughout the textile supply 
chain from irrigation to finished products.

5. 5. Operates a Global Business Empire
The XPCC constitutes a multibillion-dollar state-owned business. Over 850,000 companies in 
147 countries, including US, Germany and UK, are part of its international business operations.

Image: https://twitter.com/bsintash/status/1070387425032224768
Image: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/11/china-xi-jinping-wants-great-wall-of-steel-in-violence-hit-xinjiang
Image: https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/200730_Lehr_XinjiangUyghurForcedLabor_brief_FINAL_v2.pdf
ICT: https://uhrp.org/uhrp-reports-and-briefings/explainer%E2%80%94five-things-know-about-bingtuan



VIOLATIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS - 
FORCED UYGHUR LABOUR

Forced labour of ethnic and religious minorities in Xinjiang, is part of a broader pattern of severe 
human rights abuses.

Products made in China, exported to US, Europe and Australia that rely on low-skilled, labour 
intensive manufacturing, are at risk of using Xinjiang-linked forced labour in their supply chains. This 
is a difficult issue to address as tracing products is problematic. John Herbst, a former diplomat said 

it was a challenging issue “because China has the world’s second-largest economy” and is “ruthless” 
when challenged. “Countries are not going to make this a critical issue in their relations with China.”

Adapted https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/200730_Lehr_XinjiangUyghurForcedLabor_brief_FINAL_v2.pdf

Referred to as ‘surplus labour’ or ‘poverty-stricken labour’ Uyghurs work in textile factories 
that provide surveillance and military-style management environments. Factories are equipped 
with watchtowers and barbed-wire fences. Police search dormitories and check phones for
religious content. If a Quran is found, the owner is sent back to the ‘re-education camp’ for 3–5 years. 
Outside work hours, they attend Mandarin language classes, participate in ‘patriotic education’, and are 
prevented from practising their religion.
Between 2017 and 2019, at least 80,000 Uyghurs were transferred from re-education camps in Xinjiang 
and assigned to factories through the government’s forced transfer labour program known as 
‘Industrial Xinjiang Aid’.
In December 2019 the government declared that “all trainees” in re-education camps had 
“graduated”. A policy called “one cohort graduates, one cohort finds employment” advocates 
that people who had completed vocational training were to be placed in a work facility.

Image-Pie  graphs https://www.csis.org/analysis/addressing-forced-labor-xinjiang-uyghur-autonomous-region-toward-shared-agenda
ICT https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/200730_Lehr_XinjiangUyghurForcedLabor_brief_FINAL_v2.pdf



VIOLATIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS - 
FORCED UYGHUR LABOUR-COTTON

ROLE OF XPCC IN COTTON 
PRODUCTION

a. Created Xinjiang’s cotton industry using forced 
labour to construct irrigation and water management 
systems for cotton fields and to harvest cotton.

b. Farms are primarily located in northern 
Xinjiang, where over 90% of cotton harvested is 
mechanised.

c. In southern Xinjiang smaller and poorer farms 
dominate.

COTTON PRODUCTION 
STATISTICS

a. China produces 22% of global cotton supplies.
b. 84% of Chinese cotton is produced in Xinjiang.
c. Xinjiang is a key hub of China’s

cotton, yarn and textile industry.
d. XPCC is responsible for 37% of Xinjiang’s 

cotton production.

One in five cotton garments sold globally contains fibre or yarn sourced from Xinjiang 
region of China

FORCED LABOUR PRODUCES COTTON
a. a. China’s ‘poverty alleviation’ programme forced ethnic minorities 

in Xinjiang into factory work involving the production of cotton 
products.

b. b. Human Rights groups say Xinjiang’s Uyghur minority are 
being persecuted and recruited for forced labour.

c. c. It is impossible to fully assess the degree of forced labour due to 
the lack of free access to the region.

Adapted source: https://www.csis.org/analysis/addressing-forced-labor-xinjiang-uyghur-autonomous-region-toward-shared-agenda
Photo: Industrial cotton farm in Xinjiang. http://matthewniederhauser.com/research/2011/03/17/giant-piles-of-cotton-xinjiangs-lucrative-industry



VIOLATIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS - 
FORCED UYGHUR LABOUR-COTTON

WHAT ARE THE GLOBAL COTTON SUPPLY LINKS?
•	Many global brands indirectly source cotton products from Xinjiang.
•	Cotton from Xinjiang is globally demanded because it produces a whiter and less knotty fabric, and is 

popular for dress shirts globally.
•	“You can’t be sure that you don’t have coerced labour in your supply chain if you organise cotton business in 

China”…“Xinjiang labour and what is almost certainly coerced labour is deeply entrenched into the supply 
chain in Xinjiang”, said Nathan Ruser, Australian Strategic Policy Institute.

•	“In many cases Western companies aren’t buying directly from factories in Xinjiang”... “Rather, the products 
may go through several stages of transformation after leaving Xinjiang before they are sent to large Western 
brands,” said Amy Lehr, director of CSIS Human Rights Initiative.

WHICH BRANDS USE XINJIANG COTTON?
Global retailers are facing scrutiny over cotton supplies sourced from Xinjiang.
Japanese retailers Muji and Uniqlo used cotton from Xinjiang, as a selling point in advertisements.
•	Muji: Advertisement boasts “soft and breathable” men’s shirts made from organic cotton 

“delicately and wholly handpicked in Xinjiang”.
•	Uniqlo: Advertisement promoted that the shirts were made from Xinjiang cotton, “famous for its 

superb quality”. That reference was later removed “given the complexity of this issue”.
According to a Wall Street Journal report, a cotton mill operated by Huafu Fashion in Aksu, 
Xinjiang, provided cotton to several international retailers including Adidas and Esprit.
•	Adidas said that “While we do not have a contractual relationship with Huafu Fashion or any 

direct leverage with this business or its subsidiary, we are investigating these claims.”
•	Esprit instructed all suppliers not to source Huafu yarn from Aksu.

Source and image: https://www.bbc.com/news/business-50312010
ICT: Traditional approaches to product traceability are slow to implement, cumbersome, and often highly imperfect. https://csis-website- prod.
s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/200730_Lehr_XinjiangUyghurForcedLabor_brief_FINAL_v2.pdf



VIOLATIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS - 
FORCED UYGHUR LABOUR-COTTON

XPCC retains a militia of 100,000, charged with rooting out extremism. The militiamen and others help 
the XPCC furnish the world with an array of goods. About 400,000 XPCC farmers harvest a third of 
China’s cotton. From pyjamas to pasta, XPCC products penetrate global supply chains.
Assessing the treatment of workers is nothing new for big firms sourcing materials from places suffering 
poverty and repression. However, in China these problems are compounded by the power of the state, 
the size of the economy and tensions with US. At a time when COVID-19 has forced many companies to 
consider reducing their Chinese supply chains, concerns over Uyghur forced labour have added “gasoline 
to the fire”.
Western firms face several conundrums:

•	 How can they prove their supply chains are free of forced labour when auditing in Xinjiang is taboo?
•	 How do they respond to labour-rights without enraging either Beijing or Washington?
•	 How do they ensure that overzealous scrutiny of their workplaces does not make life even worse 

for Uyghurs?
Adapted: https://headtopics.com/us/forced-labour-in-china-presents-dilemmas-for-fashion-brands-15162076

The Uyghur Human Rights Project, a US-based group that advocates for Uyghur rights in China, describes the 
region as a “cotton gulag” where prison labour is present in all steps of the cotton supply chain.

Cartoon:
https://medium.com/@Afraid.Canvas/chinas- cotton-gulag-39c9098341a2

Cartoon https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/chinese- 
cotton-uk-government-important-uighur-muslim-labour-a9478501.html 
Cartoon: https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons



Activities - Literacy, ICT and NumeracyActivities - Literacy, ICT and Numeracy
XPCC FURNISHES THE WORLD WITH AN ARRAY OF GOODS
Adapted: https://headtopics.com/us/forced-labour-in-china-presents-dilemmas-for-fashion- brands-15162076

Read the article and answer the following 
questions:

•	 Explain how the XPCC is linked to western 
firms.

•	 List violations to human rights in the article.
•	 What can you do as an active and responsible 

citizen to stop abuse of labour rights in 
Xinjiang?

•	 Discuss the meaning of the cartoon.

COMPOSITE LINE GRAPH
Calculate the proportion of cotton yarn 
produced by XPCC in 2013 and 2018 
compared to non-XPCC.

Graph https://www.csis.org/analysis/addressing-forced-labor-
xinjiang- uyghur-autonomous-region-toward-shared-agenda

CHOROPLETH AND PROPORTIONAL 
CIRCLE MAP
•	 What percentage of cotton is produced in 
northern and southern Xinjiang by the XPCC?
•	 What is the Forced Labour Index in 2020 for 
Xinjiang?
•	 Calculate the metric tons of cotton produced 
in Xinjiang in 2018.
https://www.maplecroft.com/insights/analysis/xinjiang-sanctions-disrupt-
global-apparel- supply-chain/

Image: https://analyteguru.com/lc-ms-accelerated-solvent-extraction-22-azo-dyes-in-textiles-2/



Activities - Literacy and ICT
XPCC-LABOUR, DISCRIMINATION AND DEMOLITION
Read the article on The Bingtuan/XPCC
https://docs.uhrp.org/pdf/bingtuan.pdf.
•	Discuss the XPCC shihua hiring program and how it 

contradicts Article 14 of the Declaration of Human Rights.
•	In groups discuss discrimination of Uyghurs in the following 

industries:
o Education Sector
o Agricultural Sector

Present as a report to the class.
•	Describe the forcible demolition of Uyghur homes by the XPCC 

and how their treatment is a violation of human rights.

Image: Forcible demolition of Mehet Imin and his home. Photo with his family by Uighurbiz no longer allowed as freedom 
of press is forbidden. The authorities destroyed Uyghurs’ homes without regard to their legal rights and also arrested and 
harassed protestors.

HARVESTING HUMAN ORGANS
UN Human Rights Council heard China is engaged in widespread harvesting of human organs from 
persecuted religious and ethnic minorities. China has denied large-scale harvesting of organs. Refer to 
a variety of sources on the internet and determine whether you think China is harvesting human 
organs from Muslim Uyghurs.
 
Is this a reality or fake news? Justify your answer.

ICT: https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1193505.shtml
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zakdoffman/2019/11/16/china-covers-up-killing-of-prisoners-to-harvest-organs-for-transplant-new- report/#4fab39d82ec7
https://bylinetimes.com/2020/01/24/chinas-harvesting-of-uyghur-organs-gets-darker/
Image: https://www.businessinsider.com.au/china-harvesting-organs-of-uighur-muslims-china-tribunal-tells-un-2019-9?r=US&IR=T 
Cartoon https://twitter.com/globaltimesnews/status/1262904909361364992



US SANCTIONS AGAINST XPCC
•	 The XPCC, one of China’s most 

secretive and expansive organisations, 
was placed on a US sanctions list 
for alleged human rights abuses to 
predominantly Uyghurs in Xinjiang. 
Additionally US sanctioned three of its 
high ranking officials-Chen Quanguo, 
Peng Jiarui and Sun Jinlong.

•	 Chen Quanguo, the Chinese 
Communist Party Chief in Xinjiang, 
oversees the XPCC and has 
contributed to the harsh crackdown on 
ethnic minorities in Xinjiang.

•	 The US sanctions against XPCC and 
Chinese officials were levied under 
the Global Magnitsky Human Rights 
Accountability Act (2016). US also 
passed the Uyghur Human Rights 
Policy Act (2020).

•	 XPCC has faced numerous accusations of violation to human rights. For example, a 2018 report by 
the Uyghur Human Rights Project said XPCC effectively colonised the region through large-scale Han 
migration, demolished Uyghur homes and suppressed religious minorities by closing mosques and religious 
schools.

IMPACTS
Since October 2019, XPCC was banned from receiving US technology and goods. The sanctions have 
implications for XPCC such as curbing the export of agricultural products (e.g. cotton).
More than 190 organisations urged major fashion brands to halt using Xinjiang cotton, and for
international auditing firms to stop working with factories in the region.
•	 There are rumours that sanctions banning cotton imports from Xinjiang would adversely impact on 

fashion brands around the world.
•	 In September 2020, auditing firms said they would no longer investigate Western companies’ supply 

chains in Xinjiang, as they faced major problems establishing work conditions. Also a few workers 
willing to speak freely were likely to be supplied with government translators.
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/xinjiang-auditors-checking-retail-links-uighur-forced-labor-too-difficult-2020-9

Legal experts said enforcement of the sanctions would face challenges due to the sheer size of XPCC, dubbed 
a “state within a state”. The Chinese government has invested billions of dollars in Xinjiang, and covers over 
90% of XPCC’s budget because of its essential role in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to expand trade and 
economic growth.

In August 2020 China called on the US to cancel sanctions against XPCC and stop interfering in domestic 
affairs.
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/us-ban-cotton-xinjiang-china-over-human-rights-violations-2020-9?r=US&IR=T

Source: https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3098490/xinjiangs-sprawling-conglomerate-may-be-biggest-ever-face-us  
Cartoon: Growing trade friction between China and the US begins to shake markets
https://www.ifre.com/story/1523634/the-year-in-cartoons-vvytnmtqf9



FORCED LABOUR REFUTED
According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), forced labour refers to all involuntary work or 

service exacted under the menace of a penalty or against one’s will.

WHITE PAPER 2020
China releases white paper to justify Xinjiang’s employment and labour rights progress.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1201266.shtml

China’s White Paper 2020 on forced labour in Xinjiang, was 
released after US blocked imports of goods from companies in 
Xinjiang. The Chinese government strenuously denied labour 
abuse and instead promoted measures that it had implemented 
to protect workers’ rights, including guaranteeing their right 
to remuneration, rest, leisure and to occupational safety. It also 
guaranteed their freedom of religion and the right to use their 
spoken and written languages.
The White Paper indicated that in recent decades, poverty 
had been alleviated, residents’ vocational skills improved, 
employment increased and people’s livelihoods enriched. 
This resulted in profound changes in the life and work of all 
ethnic groups, particularly in southern Xinjiang where most of 
the poorest Uyghurs’ live.
From 2014 to 2019, the number of people employed in 
Xinjiang rose from 11.35 million to 13.3 million, an increase 
of 17.2%. The average annual increase in urban employment 
was more than 471,200 people - 148,000 lived in poorer south 
Xinjiang.
Additionally the average annual relocation of surplus rural 
labour was more than 2.76 million people, of whom nearly 
1.68 million, or over 60%, lived in poorer southern Xinjiang.

FORCED LABOUR REFUTED
Rumours of ‘forced labour’ in Xinjiang refuted

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1182815.shtml

The White Paper debunks Western media and anti-China forces’ 
of “forced labour,” especially minority ethnic groups forced to 
work in textile industries or in places outside Xinjiang.
To refute these rumours, the Global Times visited more than 70 companies and private workshops in four 
prefectures in southern Xinjiang and found that accusations of forced labour in China were false. The smear 
campaign undermines the livelihoods of the Uyghurs currently living in poverty as some overseas governments 
aim to implement stringent limits on imports from Xinjiang.
The Global Times contacted companies, including Foxconn, Apple and Volkswagen Group, which had been 
implicated in “forced labour” reports by the Western media. They denied forced labour practices occurring in their 
companies.
The Global Times found that residents in poverty stricken southern Xinjiang, had a strong desire to be employed 
enabling them to move out of the cycle of poverty.



CARTOONS-FORCED LABOUR

Cartoon https://apnews.com/article/3f9a92b8dfd3cae379b57622dd801dd5 https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons

Cartoon https://apnews.com/article/3f9a92b8dfd3cae379b57622dd801dd5 https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons

Cartoon https://apnews.com/article/3f9a92b8dfd3cae379b57622dd801dd5 https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons



TAKING ACTION

Article 29 in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, states that we all have a responsibility to look after the 
welfare of society as a whole.

•	 Every person has rights but they also have responsibilities towards other people and communities.
•	 Governments have a responsibility to ensure that people enjoy their rights such as freedom of press and providing 

infrastructure such as clean water.
•	 Non-government organisations (NGO) such as Amnesty International are responsible for ensuring the public are 

aware of violations to human rights by lobbying governments, organising global campaigns, and releasing information 
to the media.

The 1980s evocative slogan ‘Think Globally-Act Locally’ changed in 1990s to ‘Think Locally-Act Globally’. 
However, today we need to Think and Act both Locally and Globally, and understand how these different levels of 

governance interact.

THINK AND ACT-LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY
UNITED NATIONS

•	Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights

•	United Nations Human Rights Council
•	Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 

Commission (HREOC)

HUMAN RIGHTS AND MULTILATERAL 
ORGANISATIONS

•	Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination
•	Committee on the Rights of the Child
•	Committee on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights
•	Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination

INTERNATIONAL NON- 
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS
•	Amnesty International
•	Human Rights Watch
•	Freedom House
•	Physicians for Human Rights
•	World Uyghur Congress e.g. organisations 

in Australia, France, Germany, US, Japan, 
Norway, UK, Sweden and Uzbekistan.

REGIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS

•	Asian Human Rights Commission
•	Asian Human Rights Charter
•	Uyghur Human Rights Project

UYGHUR ACTIVISTS
•	Rebiya Kadeer
•	 Ilham Tohti,
•	Rushan Abbas
•	Erkin Alptekin
•	Abdurehim Heyit

ICT: Amnesty International http://www.amnesty.org. 
Human Rights Watch http://www.hrw.org.
Office of the High Commission for Human Rights http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx 
United Nations http://www.un.org
Universal Rights Network http://www.universalrights.net/
Image: Uyghur in Xinjiang knifed for reading the Quran https://www.amnesty.org.au/uyghurs-are-not- 
safe/?cn=trd&mc=click&pli=23501504&PluID=0&ord={timestamp}&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI187onMH06wIVvyCtBh3bAA3uEAAYASA AEgL3IfD_BwE



TAKING ACTION 
GLOBAL PROCESS

Follow the process in the diagram illustrating how individuals, groups and governments can work towards 
eliminating human rights violations to Uyghurs in Xinjiang, China.

Image Uyghur and child: https://www.dw.com/en/un-members-divided-over-chinas-treatment-of-uighur-minority/a-51046710



TAKING ACTION-CITIZENSHIP
HYP SUPPLY CHAIN
The Haoyuanpeng Clothing Manufacturing Co. Ltd (HYP) participates 
in the Chinese government policy referred to as ‘Industrial Xinjiang 
Aid’. Forced and exploited Uyghurs work in its satellite factory in 
Xinjiang while others are transferred to its factory in Anhui province. 
HYP’s website, advertises strategic partnerships with the Italian–South 
Korean fashion label Fila, German sportswear companies Adidas and 
Puma, and Nike.
HYP’s factory in Xinjiang, has a large Adidas billboard on its facade 
and is surrounded by a 3-metre-high fence. The two entrances to the 
factory are guarded by security checkpoints, and at least five more 

security posts monitor the facility’s perimeter.
Source: https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP- BOYCOTT COMPANIES
The Chinese government facilitated the mass transfer of Uyghur 
and other ethnic minority citizens from Xinjiang to factories across 
the country. Under conditions that strongly suggest forced labour, 
Uyghurs are working in factories that are in the supply chains of at 
least 82 well-known global brands in the technology, clothing and 
automotive sectors, including Apple, BMW, Gap, Huawei, Nike, 
Samsung, Sony and Volkswagen.
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale
Advertisement https://www.saveuighur.org/boycott-our-favorite-companies-complicit-in-uyghur-
forced- labor/

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP
In July 2020, a combination of 72 Uyghur rights groups, 
over 100 civil society organisations and labour unions, 
appealed to apparel brands and retailers to halt using 
forced labour in Xinjiang, and end their complicity in 
the Chinese government’s human rights abuses.
The groups aim to end sourcing from the Uyghur 
Region, from cotton to finished garments, within twelve 
months.
https://www.ituc-csi.org/apparel-brands-Uyghur-forced-labour

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP
In August 2020 H&M cut ties with a Chinese 
supplier of cotton garments over accusations of 
‘forced labour,’ involving ethnic and religious 
minorities from Xinjiang.
https://headtopics.com/sg/h-m-cuts-ties-with-chinese-supplier-over-
accusations- of-forced-labour-15670403



Activities - Literacy and ICT
Collect one image highlighting violations to human rights of Uyghurs in 
Xinjiang. Use the following scaffold to explain why it had been selected.

Image

Title

Author (Photo/Image)

Context (What? When? Where?) 
Content (Message in image) 
Justification (Why did you chose it?)

Individuals can make a difference to peoples’ human rights.
Identify one image of human rights heroes in Xinjiang. Use the scaffold to explain the image.

Image of person

What did they do? 
When did they do it? 
Where did they do it? 
Why did they do it?

Amnesty International (AI)
The non-government organisation (NGO) is a worldwide movement of 8 million people in 151 countries. 

The organisation generates activities to prevent and end human rights abuses such as ethnic minorities in 
Xinjiang, by placing pressure on the Chinese government, as well as supply chain companies linked to forced 

labour.

Human Rights Watch (HRW)
The NGO investigates and reports on human rights violations around the world. The organisation focusses on 
positive change by enforcing laws, policies and practices as well as protecting activists and bringing justice 
to victims. One important activity is directing its advocacy towards the Uyghurs in Xinjiang and their re- 

education camps, forced labour and cultural genocide.

Identify one organisation that works to improve human rights of Uyghurs in Xinjiang.
https://www.humanrights.com/voices-for-human-rights/human-rights-organizations/non-governmental.html
Use the scaffold to explain the organisation.

Name of organisation
URL of website
Aim of organisation
Achievements



•	Refer to the following table and link the word in Column A with the definition in Column B

COLUMN A COLUMN B

Torture An unfair difference in treatment. Denying equal rights to certain groups of
people such as indigenous people

Violation Having the same status, rights or opportunities as others
Discrimination Breaking a law, rule, agreement or promise
Equal Purposely causing extreme pain to someone, usually for punishment,

persuasion or discrimination

•	Violations of human rights come in many guises. In groups draw a mind map using the computer to 
illustrate violations to human rights in Xinjiang in the 21st Century.

•	Have you observed a 
human rights abuse 
in your life such 
as treatment that 
is unkind, cruel or 
unfair? Retell the 
incident.

In 2004, a monument 
of Uyghur Kurban 
Tulum shaking hands 
with Chairman Mao 
Zedong, in ‘Unity 
Square’, Hotan, 
Xinjiang, was erected.
In 2017, Chinese 
military police attend 
an anti-terrorist oath-
taking rally in front of 
the monument.

Explain this 
photograph and discuss the significance of the site in 2004 and 2017.

Image: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/chinese-communist-party-official-demoted-smoking-xinjiang-province-uyghur-minority- 
group-a7678896.html

Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
GAME OF LIFE: SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM

EVERY MOVE YOU MAKE 
EVERY STEP YOU TAKE 

CHINA’S WATCHING YOU!

The Social Credit System (SCS) developed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) established a 
unified record system for individuals, businesses and the government to be tracked and evaluated for 
‘trustworthiness’. The SCS surveys every online and offline action of Chinese citizens, and increases or 

decreases their score based on ‘desirability’ of these actions. Buying books would increase one’s score while 
criticising the government on social media would decrease the score. These points determine an individual’s 
access to facilities such as priority medical care, travel tickets, internet speeds and investment opportunities.

The program aims to “allow the trustworthy to roam everywhere…while making it hard for the discredited to take 
a single step”, through “algorithmic governance”.

https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-human-rights-implications-of-chinas-social-credit-system/

China’s SCS existed at the regional level since 2009. 
It was officially announced in 2014 and aims to be a 

fully functional system by 2020. The SCS ranks ‘all’ 
1.4 billion Chinese citizens as well as businesses, 

aimed to improve governance, eradicate fraud, as well 
as disorder.

China’s SCS (shehui xinyong tixi) grades each 
individual on several aspects of their life. It 

encompasses punishments and rewards, based not 
only on a person’s lawfulness, but also the morality 

of their actions, covering economic, social, political, 
technological and environmental conduct.

Every citizen commences with a perfect score of 
1,000 and is consistently monitored and rated on how 
they behave. Points are earned through good deeds, 

and points are lost for what the government considers 
as ‘bad behaviour’. Some cities listed negative factors 
such as playing loud music, violating traffic rules such 
as jaywalking, making reservations at hotels but failing 

to show up, incorrectly sorting personal waste, and 
fraudulently using other people’s transport ID cards.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Credit_System#cite_note-20

Credit systems are common around the world. 
However, the comprehensive Chinese SCS has been compared with the Netflix “Black Mirror” episode 

Nosedive, George Orwell’s Big Brother in the novel 1984, and literature focusing on dystopian future sci-
fi. However, the SCS threatens human rights and is a signal of a potentially dark digital future dominated by 

algorithms.

Image: https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-game-of-life-visualizing-chinas-social-credit-system/ 
Cartoon: https://www.ft.com/content/99165d7a-1646-11e8-9376-4a6390addb44
ICT: A Look inside China’s Social Credit System | NBC News Now https://www.visualcapitalist.com/company-spotlight/prospector-portal/



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-PERSPECTIVES

WESTERN PERSPECTIVE
Imagine a society in which you are rated 
by the government on your trustworthiness. 
Your “citizen score” follows you wherever 
you go. A high score allows you access 
to faster internet service or if you make 
political posts online without a permit, or 
question or contradict the government’s 
official narrative on current events, your 
score decreases.
To calculate the score, private companies 
working with the government constantly 
trawls through vast amounts of social 
media and online shopping data.
Adapted: https://www.theatlantic.com/international/
archive/2018/02/china-surveillance/552203/

CHINESE PERSPECTIVE
From the Chinese perspective, the SCS is a national “trust-building” initiative. The 2014 Social Credit System 
Construction Plan Outline (2014–2020), states that the main objective of social credit is to ensure compliance 
with legal obligations by “honouring” trustworthiness and “shaming” untrustworthiness.
The SCS plans to use data from a wide network of private and public companies to help paint a picture of each 
citizen’s “trustworthiness”.
https://medium.com/wonk-bridge/time-to-stop-comparing-chinas-social-credit-to-black-mirror-6e54dc98cec8

INFORMATION COLLECTORS AND RECORDERS CHINESE PERSPECTIVE
The Chinese government relies on “information collectors” who judge and record their neighbours’ habits, aimed 
to assist the government fill in data gaps.
Information collectors and officials in charge of recording a citizen’s data, possess enormous power over judging 
an individual’s trustworthiness. They have the capacity to change a person’s social credit “rating”.

WESTERN PERSPECTIVE
This concentration of power is counter-intuitive to the original goals of the SCS i.e. to improve the trust 
environment in China.
There is the danger of corruption bourgeoning from the desire to exploit the SCS, as government officials and 
information collectors can gain personally. This system may spawn underground economies based on boosting an 
individual’s favour in the eyes of the government.
https://medium.com/wonk-bridge/time-to-stop-comparing-chinas-social-credit-to-black-mirror- 6e54dc98cec8

Only time will tell how strict the SCS will be on powerful companies and government officials. For now, the 
system’s mainly been effective in providing new means for identifying and applying pressure to citizens on the 
edges of the law-the impoverished, the vandals and the ignorant.
https://medium.com/wonk-bridge/time-to-stop-comparing-chinas-social-credit-to-black-mirror-6e54dc98cec8

Image: The more gratuitous pot shots we take at China, the less we choose to see behind the windows  
https://medium.com/wonk-bridge/time-to-stop-comparing-chinas-social-credit-to-black-mirror-6e54dc98cec8  
ICT: Video: Information collectors and other government officials in charge of inputting a citizen’s data and changing the variables behind social credit 
“ratings” have great power and influence over their communities  
https://medium.com/wonk-bridge/time-to-stop-comparing-chinas-social-credit-to-black-mirror-6e54dc98cec8
Everyone in China is getting A ‘Social Credit Score’-US perspective https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4Gr-HLM7Qk



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM ALGORITHM 

GOVERNANCE
The Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS) stated that big data technology is key to 

“China’s Social Credit System”.

Image diagram: https://merics.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Chinas%20gesellschaftliches%20Bonit%C3%A4tssystem.pdf I 
mage: https://www.asmag.com/showpost/24924.aspx



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-DIGITAL FUTURE

Huge quantities of data are required from a variety of government and private sources for the full functioning 
of the SCS. One indispensable technology is Skynet referred to as the ‘eyes that safeguard China’. The 
technology contains a massive video surveillance network, incorporating facial recognition, big data technology 
and AI. In 2020, there were approximately 626 million CCTV cameras across China-one for about every two 
people. China contains 18 of the top 20 cities with the highest number of surveillance cameras per person in 
the world. Urumqi, capital of Xinjiang ranked 13th highest in the world, with 37 cameras per 1,000 people.
However, critics warn that widespread surveillance technology violates the right to privacy.

Police officers monitor citizens using AI-powered smart glasses (Photo 1) and a mobile app to communicate 
with the Integrated Joint Operations Platform (IJOP), one of the main systems used for mass surveillance of 
Uyghurs in Xinjiang. Undesirable conduct is then publicised to the public on large screens alongside names and 
ID numbers (Photo 2), aimed to shame offenders and deter others from undesirable behaviour

Tencent (owner of WeChat) and Alibaba (world’s largest e-commerce company) play important roles in the 
SCS. WeChat tracks peoples’ behaviour while displaying their location in real-time. Additionally, flocks of 
drones disguised as birds spy on citizens.

In China, snooping is big business. As the country relies heavily on surveillance, a new generation of start-up 
companies have emerged to meet demand. Today, the scale and investment in China’s technology rivals Silicon 
Valley in US.

In 2020, scientists requested a new Skynet-like system for tracking viruses like COVID-19.

Image: Chinese police officers wearing A.I.-powered smart glasses https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/08/business/china-surveillance-technology.html 
Image: An outdoor screen displays photos of jaywalkers alongside their names and I.D. numbers. The idea is to embarrass offenders into compliance 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/08/business/china-surveillance-technology.html
Image: http://compact-media.eu/social-technology-based-credit-system-in-china-does-not-mean-a-digital-dictatorship-claims-a-blogger/



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-SHAME GAME

“It might seem like a violation of privacy, but in China it’s pretty normal: The country publicly names 
and shames deadbeats under its SCS”.

Adapted: https://www.scmp.com/abacus/tech/article/3029105/deadbeat-map-shows-which-people-around-you-are-financial-blacklist

THE SHAME GAME
Some Chinese cities force people to repay debts by switching the person’s ringtone without their permission. 

The ringtone begins with the sound of a police siren, followed by a message such as: “The person you are 
calling has been listed as a discredited person by the local court. Please urge this person to fulfil his or 
her legal obligations.”
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-game-of-life-visualizing-chinas- social-credit-system/

In 2018 a short cartoon with the photographs of debtors’ faces played in movie theatres, on buses, and on 
public noticeboards with a voiceover that said: “Come, come, look at these [debtors]. It’s a person who 
borrows money and doesn’t pay it back.”
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/china-social-credit-system-blocked- people-taking-flights-train-trips-2018-5?r=UK

A citizen placed on a blacklist experiences a wide- range of restrictions. For example more than 18 
million Chinese people were banned from flying and
5.5 million were unable to purchase high-speed rail tickets. When the score reaches a particularly low 
point, the person is virtually locked out of society and their children blocked from attending top schools.

The pilot SCS in Xinjiang rewarded citizens who assisted authorities to enforce restrictions on religious 
practices, and reported Uyghurs who fast during Ramadan and performed Islamic practices.

Image: https://phys.org/news/2018-12-china-social-credit-dystopian-sci- fi.html

ICT: Perspectives: Hundreds of Chinese citizens told what they thought about the controversial Social Credit System https://theconversation.com/hundreds-
of-chinese-citizens-told-me-what- they-thought-about-the-controversial-social-credit-system-127467



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-HUMAN RIGHTS

Adapted: https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-human-rights-implications-of-chinas-social-credit-system/

China’s Social Credit System (SCS) is the epitome of the disastrous consequences of technological 
advancement without a commensurate commitment to human rights.

RIGHT TO PRIVACY

The Right to Privacy is reinforced in China’s Constitution that 
preserves “privacy of correspondence” (Article 40). However, the 
Social Credit System is mandatory for all citizens and scores 
aim to be publicly available for 1.4 billion citizens by 2020.
The volume of data collected and stored increases the risk of 
personal information being hacked, especially since China 
does not impose security standards on data collection 
agencies.

DEADBEAT MAP

The smartphone WeChat program displays the location 
and identity of anyone within 500 metres who is on a 
creditworthiness blacklist. Worried the person seated next 
to you at MacDonald’s did not pay a court- approved 
fine? The Deadbeat Map provides the ability to share 
this information via social media and contains a reporting 
function to notify authorities. This program has been hailed 
as “creative use of the internet to expose deadbeats.” 
Is this chilling, dystopian?
Adapted https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-01-24/why-china-s- social-credit-
systems-are-surprisingly-popular.

The Deadbeat Map is an example of the evaporating human right 
to privacy. Information is shared between businesses, government 
and the population. It has also become the latest in naming and 
shaming debtors who are placed on the SCS financial blacklist. “It’s 
even worse than doing time because at least there’s a limit to a prison 
sentence.” This is how David Kong, a 47-
year-old indebted former publisher, describes his life as a designated 
“deadbeat” by China’s SCS.
https://www.scmp.com/abacus/culture/article/3029241/worse-prison-life-deadbeat- chinas-social-credit-system

Image: Deadbeat Map: A circle sweeps out a radius on a map, like a naval radar scanning for enemy 
ships. The map turns red to mark a higher concentration of dishonest debtors, but downgrades to 
orange, yellow and blue if there are fewer.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-01-24/new-wechat-app-maps-deadbeat-debtors-in-china/10739016 https://
www.scmp.com/abacus/tech/article/3029105/deadbeat-map-shows-which-people-around-you-are-financial-
blacklist Image: https://download.cnet.com/news/mobile-apps-called-out-for-excessive-personal-data-
collection-in-china-report/



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-HUMAN RIGHTS

Adapted: https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-human-rights-implications-of-chinas-social-credit-system/

RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH

Freedom of speech, embodied in the Chinese Constitution (Art.35) 
provides the right to freedom of speech, press, assembly, association, 
procession and demonstration. However Uyghurs living in Xinjiang 
have been arbitrarily detained, tortured, killed and placed in re-
education camps for participating in separatist associations and 
protests as well as contributing to press articles on cultural genocide. 
These ethnic minorities have also experienced restrictions on 
freedom of religion (Art 36) and unlawful intrusion into their 
residence (Art 39) with the ‘Unite one Family Policy’.
China does not place the same value on free speech unlike most 
western countries. For example it has recently performed the 
following activities:
•	 Locked up artists
•	 Used on line ‘opinion monitors’
•	 Banned books
•	 Detained activists
•	 Repressed Uyghur Muslims

State-owned CCTV issued a statement that “Any speech that challenges national sovereignty and social stability is 
not within the scope of freedom of speech”

https://thediplomat.com/2019/10/chinas-corporate-social-credit-system-demands-political-obedience-from-companies/

Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC) stipulates that both internet service providers and internet users 
could be blacklisted under China’s SCS for “seriously untrustworthy conduct.”

https://www.scmp.com/abacus/culture/article/3020992/chinas-social-credit-system-may-soon-target-online-speech

 
Image: https://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2096217/how-china-can-gain-clearing-air-over-freedom-speech  
Image: https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2015/10/chinese-state-visit-five-times-china-has-proven-it-doesnt-value-free-speech/



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-HUMAN RIGHTS

Adapted: https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-human-rights-implications-of-chinas-social-credit-system/

Big data surveillance is already in place across China. In 2019, authorities claim to possess the records 
of 990 million individuals and 25.91 million enterprises.

In Xinjiang, home to the majority of Uyghur Muslims, the government is collecting a vast array of 
information, including DNA samples, iris scans and voice samples.

The overarching concern, as technology develops, is that the SCS has the potential to be far more 
invasive, with few checks on its power in authoritarian China. The question is whether the SCS has the 

potential for abuse.

 
Image SCS: https://www.techspot.com/news/77533-beijing-moving-forward-controversial-social-rating-system.html 
Cartoon:https://www.quora.com/What-do-you-think-about-Chinas-Social-Credit-System



GOVERNMENT IS WATCHING 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-HUMAN RIGHTS

CHINESE CONSTITUTION HUMAN RIGHTS AND SCS
The Chinese Constitution contains several limitations on human rights, ranging from restrictions for national 
security and public order. Additionally, “interests of the State” (Art 51) and “honour and interests of the 
motherland” (Art 54), can be utilised to validate the SCS.

CHINA’S 
INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGATIONS 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
SCS.
China:

•	Ratified the International 
Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural 
Rights 1976 with 
reservations.

•	Failed to ratify the 
International Covenant 
on Civil and Political 
Rights 1976 despite 
signing it.

•	Disputed the Universal 
Declaration on Human 
Rights 1948. The problem 
stems from the word 
‘universal’. China emphasised that each state/country has the right to implement its own social system and 
development path.

In China, there are broad exceptions to fundamental rights, a distaste for universal rights and an inactive 
judicial system. These combined factors facilitate arbitrary government action, thereby dampening the essence 

of human rights law and providing a frightening foundation to draconian measures like the SCS.
Adapted: https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-human-rights-implications-of-chinas-social-credit- system/

A project like the SCS may spark widespread public resistance globally, but at present the reaction in China has 
been subdued. Part of this response is cultural, as the Chinese notion of privacy differs from Western political 
and legal thought. Traditional Confucian philosophy values morality over respect for individual rights as the 

guiding principle for interpersonal relationships and the government of a society.
(Huang 2014, 7; Wang 2011, 34-53).

https://jpia.princeton.edu/news/social-credit-system-not-just-another-chinese-idiosyncrasy

The Chinese people are no strangers to arbitrary and extended forms of surveillance. Since the Mao era, the 
Chinese government has kept dang’an, a secret dossier, on millions of urban residents that maintains influence in 

the public sector to this day
(Jacobs 2015; Yang 2011).

https://jpia.princeton.edu/news/social-credit-system-not-just-another-chinese-idiosyncrasy

ICT: Constitution of the People’s Republic of China https://npcobserver.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/PRC-Constitution-2018.pdf
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
Chinese Credit System: A model for other countries? https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/60424/LAW_2019_01.pdf?sequence=1 Image https://
thediplomat.com/2016/04/china-us-accuse-each-other-of-human-rights-violations/



Activities - Literacy and ICTActivities - Literacy and ICT
CHINA’S SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM-SOCIAL ENGINEERING

YouTube What’s life under China’s Social Credit System https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZhVGsh2KZ8
Why China’s Social Credit System is worse than you think https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fM3KONWxgIo&app=desktop

Refer to the diagram and the internet to 
answer the following questions:
https://nhglobalpartners.com/chinas-social-credit-system-
explained/
•	What type of data is used to determine 

the SCS?
•	List five examples of how a person can 

gain points.
•	List five examples of why a person 

loses points.
•	Provide examples of the negative 

effects of a bad score.
•	Specify examples of special privileges.

Refer to the internet to answer the 
following questions e.g. https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/

the-human-rights- implications-of-chinas-social-credit-system/

•	In pairs discuss the problems of 
technological advancements and their 
impacts on human rights. Include the 
Right to Privacy and Freedom of 
Expression.

•	Describe China’s views on the 
‘universality’ of human rights in 
connection to the SCS.

Refer to the following website and 
summarise the different views in the 
article.
How the West Got China’s Social Credit 
System Wrong. It occupies a spot next to 
‘Black Mirror’ and Big Brother in popular imagination, but China’s SCS is far more complicated than a 
single, all-powerful numerical score.
https://www.wired.com/story/china-social-credit-score-system/

ICT: https://time.com/collection/davos-2019/5502592/china-social-credit-score/
Image: https://nhglobalpartners.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/china-social-credit-system.pn



Activities
Complete Inquiry Process

Activities
Complete Inquiry Process

Observe, Question and Plan Examples of questions:
•	 What are human rights?
•	 What are the violations to Uyghurs’ human rights in Xinjiang?
•	 How have violations to Uyghurs’ human rights impacted on their culture, religion, identity, values 
and wellbeing?
•	 How has the power and authority of the Chinese government and Chinese Communist Party 
contributed to violations      to Uyghurs’ human rights?
•	 How has technology contributed to violations to Uyghurs’ human rights?
•	 What is cultural genocide and its impacts on Uyghurs’ human rights?
•	 Why are violations to Uyghurs’ human rights escalating?

Collect, Evaluate and Conclude
•	 Collect a diversity of information, personal stories, photographs, tables, graphs, statistics, 
cartoons and infographics.
•	 Evaluate reliability and bias of information collected.
•	 Draw a conclusion.

Local, National and Global Citizenship
•	 Discuss how individuals, non-government organisations, governments and intergovernmental 
organisations (e.g.   UN) work to improve human rights of Uyghurs.
•	 Describe the aims and work of Human Rights defenders. Include successes and failures.

Report
•	 Present findings in a digital format. This could be a photo journal, magazine article, 
Prezi, PowerPoint or    digital poster e.g. Glogster or an infographic.
•	 Acknowledge sources.

Reflect and Respond



Activities - Cartoon and InterpretationActivities - Cartoon and Interpretation
In pairs, refer to the following cartoons and discuss the human rights issue in Xinjiang.

Present as an oral report.

Cartoon https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons

Cartoon https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons

Cartoon https://twitter.com/uyghurcartoons



XINJIANG DATA PROJECT 
RESOURCES

Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) 
Source: https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/resources/

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s (ASPI) Xinjiang Data Project provides rigorous, empirical 
research on human rights for Uyghurs and other non-Han nationalities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 

Region (XUAR).

The ASPI Project focuses on:
•	Internment camps
•	Surveillance and emerging 

technologies
•	Forced labour and supply chains
•	Re-education campaigns
•	Deliberate cultural destruction
•	Other human rights issues Drawing on 

resources such as satellite
imagery, government documents, official 
statistics, authoritative reports and 
academic studies, the Xinjiang Data Project 
documents the Chinese Communist Party’s 
ongoing program of abuses to human 
rights and tech- enhanced authoritarianism 
in Xinjiang.
The Project also explores global 
consequences.

The ASPI researchers identified and 
mapped over 380 sites in the detention 
network across Xinjiang, counting 
re- education camps, detention centres 
and prisons newly built or significantly 
expanded since 2017.
Using satellite imagery, researchers 
reconstructed 3D models of a detention 
facility from lowest security (Tier 1) to 
highest security (Tier 4). The models 
identified key structural features.
https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/explainers/exploring-xinjiangs- 
detention-facilities/

Activity:
Explore the map. Information is provided at 
detention sites.
Provide an annotated 3D model of one 
detention facility.
https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/map/?



XINJIANG DATA PROJECT 
RESOURCES

TRANSFORMING UYGHUR DOMESTIC SPACE

The home is an intimate and deeply private place, and for the Uyghurs in Xinjiang, the home is an 
important carrier of culture, community and identity. Through its 2018 “Three News” Campaign, the 
Chinese government is remaking Uyghur domestic space, with the aim of “civilising” Uyghur homes 
and transforming the thoughts and behaviour of its residents.
Most Uyghur residents are compelled to conform to government demands. The few who dare to resist, 
face public shame and are ostracised. https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/explainers/transforming- uyghur-domestic-
space/
Activity:
View the annotated before and after photographs illustrating changes to Uyghur homes. In pairs discuss 
the advantages and disadvantages of transformation. Present as a TV news report.

CULTURAL ERASURE

The Chinese government embarked on a systematic campaign to rewrite the cultural heritage of Xinjiang 
by desecrating or “rectifying” mosques and indigenous sacred sites.
This report maps over 900 mosques and 
other important Uyghur religious-cultural 
sites across Xinjiang, and estimates the 
extent of destruction and alteration.
The site displays satellite images, 
photographs, maps and graphs. 
Additionally there are case studies such as 
the desecration of Aksu’s sacred cemetery 
and the new ‘public welfare ecological 
cemetery’. The site refers to the role of 
UNESCO. https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/
explainers/cultural-erasure/ 

Activity:
In groups select one mosque and 
one important Uyghur religious-
cultural site and describe the 
extent of their destruction or 
alteration.
Illustrate your answer using either 
satellite images, photographs, 
maps or graphs. Summarise 
the role of UNESCO and its 
recommendations.
Image: Kargilik’s Grand Mosque gatehouse as it 
appeared in the late 20th century https://xjdp.aspi.
org.au/explainers/cultural-erasure/



XINJIANG DATA PROJECT 
RESOURCES

GENOMIC SURVEILLANCE: INSIDE CHINA’S DNA DRAGNET

The Chinese Government is 
building the world’s largest police-
run DNA database in cooperation 
with industry partners across the 
globe.
However, unlike managers of 
other forensic databases, Chinese 
authorities are deliberately 
enrolling tens of millions of people 
who have no history of serious 
criminal activity. Those individuals 
(including preschool-age children) 
have no control over how their 
samples are collected, stored and 
used.
National and international legal 
experts have condemned previous 
efforts to enrol innocent civilians 
and children in forensic DNA 
databases.

Does the Chinese Government 
adhere to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (1966), International 
Declaration on Human Genetic 
Data (2003), Universal Declaration 
on the Human Genome and Human 
Rights (1997) and Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (1989), 
as well as China’s Criminal Law 
(2018)?
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/
genomic-surveillance

Activity:
Read the article in the ASPI Report https://www.aspi.org.au/report/genomic- surveillance
•	“China is building a comprehensive socially controlled nation”. Explain how and why.
•	The Chinese Government’s genomic surveillance program is out of step with international human 

rights norms and best practices for handling human genetic material. Discuss how the Chinese 
Government’s DNA dragnet is a violation of human rights.



RESOURCES

Weather Reports: Voices from Xinjiang
An in depth oral history of Xinjiang’s detention system based on eyewitness and survivor accounts.
https://believermag.com/weather-reports-voices-from-xinjiang/

UBC Xinjiang Documentation Project
The Xinjiang Documentation Project offers a variety of reports from different perspectives on the ongoing 
events in Xinjiang. The project curates a range of resources and documents including timelines, key documents, 
translations and media links.
https://xinjiang.sppga.ubc.ca/about/

China Cables Documents
Download and read the classified documents at the heart of the China Cables on the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) website.
https://www.icij.org/investigations/china-cables/read-the-china-cables-documents/

Xinjiang’s architect of mass detention
This International Consortium of Investigative Journalist (ICIJ) investigation demonstrates how the man who 
signed China’s confidential plans for sweeping extrajudicial detentions and internment camps in Xinjiang had a 
“lot of ground experience in the trickiest parts of Xinjiang.”
https://www.icij.org/investigations/china-cables/xinjiangs-architect-of-mass-detention-zhu-hailun/

Media Package-Documenting Xinjiang’s Detention Facilities
A zipped media package with visual assets and information about Documenting Xinjiang’s Detention Facilities 
research output.
This is a large file with videos. https://mega.nz/file/vNx00R4C#sGeiiWzObEhpgo1aGMSBzH3r9DwHLDbvzKgz5L8SR84

2020- More Evidence of China’s Horrific Abuses in Xinjiang-But Little Action Holding Beijing 
Accountable
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/20/more-evidence-chinas-horrific-abuses-xinjiang

Unprecedented UN Critique of China’s Xinjiang Policies- Growing Outrage over Abuses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/11/14/unprecedented-un-critique-chinas-xinjiang-policies

China: Xinjiang Children Separated from Families Return Minors Housed in State-Run 
Institutions to Relatives
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/15/china-xinjiang-children-separated-families
Image: https://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/418431-beijings-uyghur-policy-violates-human-rights-sets-back-war-on-terror



Global implications of “re-education” technologies in northwest China https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/resources/the-
global-implications-of-re-education-technologies-in-northwest-china/
https://cgpolicy.org/articles/the-global-implications-of-re-education-technologies-in-northwest-china/

China’s algorithms of repression: Xinjiang Police mass surveillance app
Website and image
This report provides a detailed description and analysis of a mobile app that police and other officials use 
to communicate with the Integrated Joint Operations Platform (IJOP), one of the main systems Chinese 
authorities use for mass surveillance in Xinjiang
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/05/02/chinas-algorithms-repression/reverse-ngineering-xinjiang-police-mass

Thoroughly reforming them towards a healthy heart attitude: China’s political re-education campaign in 
Xinjiang https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02634937.2018.1507997?journalCode=ccas20

Xinjiang’s re-education and securitisation campaign: Evidence from domestic security budgets
https://jamestown.org/program/xinjiangs-re-education-and-securitization-campaign-evidence-from-domestic-
security-budgets/

New evidence for China’s political re-education campaign in Xinjiang https://jamestown.org/program/
evidence-for-chinas-political-re-education-campaign-in-xinjiang/

RESOURCES



RESOURCES
China’s system of oppression in Xinjiang: how it 
developed and how to curb it
https://www.brookings.edu/wp- content/uploads/2020/09/FP_20200914_
china_oppression_xinjiang_millward_pe terson.pdf

Built to last
A BuzzFeed News investigation based on thousands of 
satellite images reveals a vast, growing infrastructure 
for long- term detention and incarceration. See also: 
“What they saw”.
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/meghara/china-new-internment-
camps- xinjiang-uighurs-muslims

China’s repression of Uyghurs in Xinjiang
More than a million Muslims have been arbitrarily 
detained in China’s Xinjiang region. As this report 
explores, the re- education camps are just one part of 
the government’s crackdown on Uyghurs.
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-repression-uighurs-xinjiang

“Eradicating ideological viruses”: China’s campaign 
of repression against Xinjiang’s Muslims
This report presents new evidence of the Chinese 
government’s mass arbitrary detention, torture, and 
mistreatment of Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang and details 
the systemic and increasingly pervasive controls on 
daily life.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/eradicating-ideological-viruses/
chinas- campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs

Tell the world
This episode of Four Corners, from the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, exposes how China is 
creating the world’s largest prison. Contains a video 
with transcript.
https://www.abc.net.au/4corners/xinjiang-tell-the-world/11350450

“I was in China doing research when I saw my 
Uyghur friends disappear”
A researcher shares her account of police surveillance, 
home raids, evictions and arrests while conducting 
doctoral research in Xinjiang between 2014 and 2016.
https://theconversation.com/i-was-in-china-doing-research-when-i-saw-my- 
uighur-friends-disappear-127166

One month, 500,000 face scans: How China is using 
AI to profile a minority
In a major ethical leap for the tech world, Chinese start-
ups have built algorithms that the government uses to track members of a largely Muslim minority group.
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/14/technology/china-surveillance-artificial- intelligence-racial-profiling.html

Xinjiang phone app exposes how Chinese police monitor Uighur Muslims- Integrated Joint Operations 
Platform (IJOP)
Image IJOP https://www.ft.com/content/dfec4ac4-6bf5-11e9-80c7-60ee53e6681d



RESOURCES

Spatial cleansing of Xinjiang: Mazar desecration
China has destroyed and desecrated Uyghur historical and holy places. Among the demolished places were 
mosques. However, another type of sacred site - the Mazar - has arguably been a more significant crux of 
desecration.
Website and image https://madeinchinajournal.com/2020/08/24/the-spatial-cleansing-of-xinjiang-mazar-desecration-in-context/

The official closure of Ordam Mazar in 1997 was justified by the banning of illegal religious activities and feudal 
superstition, which linked the mystic traditions of the Uyghur people to notions of backwardness and mental illness.

Ordam Mazar and its connection to mystic expressions of Islamic faith became emblematic of the ‘Three of terrorism, 
separatism and religious extremism. The alleged linkage propelled the Chinese Government’s crackdown in Xinjiang 

and provided ideological justification for the erasure and alteration of sacred indigenous sites. https://xjdp.aspi.org.au/
explainers/cultural-erasure/

After mass detentions, China razes Muslim communities to build a loyal city
Authorities take down once-bustling Uyghur neighbourhoods to create a compliant economic hub.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/after-mass-detentions-china-razes-muslim-communities-to-build-a-loyal-city-11553133870

China cuts Uyghur births with IUDs, abortion and sterilisation
The investigation, based on government statistics, state documents and interviews, documents the widespread 
and systematic practice of forced birth control of Uyghurs and other minorities by the Chinese Communist 
Party in a practice some experts call as a form of “demographic genocide”.
https://apnews.com/article/269b3de1af34e17c1941a514f78d764c
https://jamestown.org/product/sterilizations-iuds-and-mandatory-birth-control-the-ccps-campaign-to-suppress-uyghur-birthrates-in-xinjiang/

Inside China’s push to turn Muslim minorities into an army of workers
The Communist Party wants to remould Xinjiang’s minorities into loyal blue-collar workers to 
supply Chinese factories with cheap labour.
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/30/world/asia/china-xinjiang-muslims-labor.html

Connecting dots in Xinjiang: Forced labour, forced assimilation, and Western supply chains 
This report focuses on forced labour in Xinjiang, how it connects to Western supply chains and 
identifies actions that are most likely to improve the situation.
https://www.csis.org/analysis/connecting-dots-xinjiang-forced-labor-forced-assimilation-and-western-supply-chains



GLOSSARY
•	 Children’s rights: These are contained in the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child. They are special rights that belong to all children 
under 18 years of age. Children possess the same human rights as ‘everyone’ 
but also have extra rights that place a responsibility on adults   to ensure 
children receive special care and protection required for a healthy and 
happy life.

•	 Citizen: A person who is a member of a political community, such 
as a state/nation/country, that grants rights and privileges to its 
citizens and in return expects them to fulfil certain duties, such as 
obeying the law.

•	 Dignity: A value owed to all humans to be treated with respect.
•	 Discrimination: When a person is treated less favourably than 

another person in a similar situation because of a particular 
personal characteristic such as their age, sex, race, nationality or 
beliefs.

•	 Equality: Everyone should be treated alike-impartially.
•	 Freedom: The power or right to act, speak, write or think, as one 

wants- without restrictions or physical restraint.
•	 Global citizen: A person has rights and responsibilities at a global 

scale. It is beyond political borders because they are part of the 
global human community. These rights and responsibilities do not 
have the same legal authority conferred by a nation/country/state.

•	 Government: A group of people with the authority to govern a 
country/nation/state.

•	 Human rights: Ensure people live freely and are able to flourish, 
reach their potential, and participate in society. They certify that 
people are treated fairly and with dignity and respect.

•	 Justice: The moral principle ensuring people are treated fairly.
•	 Law: A system of rules in a particular country/nation/state/

community that regulates actions of its members.
•	 Respect: Taking into account the views and desires of other 

people, and in how they should be treated.
•	 Rights and responsibilities: Entitlements and obligations 

associated with living in country containing a democratic justice 
system. For example, all people in Australia enjoy certain rights (e.g. 
freedom of speech) but they also have responsibilities (e.g. paying 
taxes). Citizens also have the right to vote and the responsibility of 
voting at elections.

•	 United Nations: An international organisation founded in 1945 with 
the aim of promoting global peace and human rights.

•	 Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on December 10, 1948. The document 
established the standards of basic human rights for everyone.

•	 Values: Principles, ideals, standards, or world views which guide 
behaviour such as making and acting on decisions.

Adapted source: https://humanrights.gov.au/introhumanrights/resources/lesson_2.pdf Image: 
https://namipbc.org/destinationdinner/china-chinese-dragon/


